
PRAYER OUTLINE 

Each student will be expected to be able to lead a prayer whenever called upon, either in the 
small groups or the large group.  The outline we will be learning about this year to help organize 
thoughts in prayer is the COLLECT OUTLINE. This outline was used by the early Christian Church 
and still used for the Sunday morning COLLECTS (or Prayers of the Day). This simple 
straightforward basic outline is easy to use and provides a good foundation to lead prayer.   
 

I. ADDRESS – Using the name of God or the person of the Trinity to which the prayer is 
being spoken, similar to the address or greeting of a letter. (Dear God, Heavenly 
Father, Lord Jesus Christ, etc.) 

 
II. STATEMENT OF PRAISE – A statement of praise identifies the reason why we can 

come to God in prayer and recognizes the reason why it is that we can pray to Him 
and trust Him to answer our prayer.  It normally identifies some of the 
characteristics of God that show His power or His love for us.  (Creator of the 
heavens, Who died for us on the cross, You who provide for us all that we need for 
this body and life, etc) 

 
III. PETITION – This is the request, what it is that you are asking for in your prayer.  

(Grant us a stronger faith, help us through this crisis, grant healing and good health 
to your servant, etc.) 

 
IV. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE – The statement of purpose expresses the expectation, 

the hoped for result of your petition, the reason for your prayer. It often begins with 
the word ‘that’.  (that we might live for you, that you may bring healing, that we 
might share your love with others, etc.) 

 
V. CONCLUSION (CLOSING) – The closing is simply a statement recognizing who God is 

and the faith that enables us to come to him.  It can be as formal as the conclusions 
used in our worship services and as simply as ‘in Jesus name.’  The closing will 
normally include the term ‘AMEN’ an affirmation of our faith and trust in God to 
answer our prayers. 

 
Once one is familiar with this outline it provides a solid basis for leading prayer in any formal or 
informal setting by simply focusing one’s thoughts on the first key words: 
 

1) Address 
2) Praise 
3) Petition 
4) Purpose 
5) Close 

 
Also we need to remember that not even the formal prayers used on Sunday mornings will 
always use all five parts.  Don’t worry if some are missed or don’t fit at a given time, but do 
practice the outline at home in your devotions and at other times. 


