
June 16, 2020

Communion Preparations & Precautions 

Precautions 
• We will suspend use of the common cup for the time being. 

• All the regular health precautions will be followed in preparing the elements for the 
Lord’s Supper. 

• Altar Guild members, Elders, and Pastor will all wear gloves and masks when 
preparing or handling the elements and the containers. 

Preparations 
• The following statement will appear at the top of the service bulletin: 

For the benefit of our online worshippers, our worship service will proceed 
much the same as it does each week from beginning to end concluding with 
the benediction, announcements, and closing hymn. Online viewers and 
others who may feel more comfortable with the approach will be welcomed 
to participate in curbside communion service from 10:30AM-12:00PM. Once 
our online stream concludes, we will proceed with an abbreviated order of 
Holy Communion in person. 

• Members will be asked to register in advance for services so that we may meet 
guidelines for public gatherings, and in particular, so that we may prepare the 
appropriate quantity of elements needed for the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. 

• Altar guild members will prepare the elements for distribution. 

The Distribution 

In-House 
• The following instruction will appear in the service bulletin and significant portions 

will be reviewed verbally during the service:  

Communion service will take place in constant motion while maintaining 
distance and with no physical contact.  Every effort is being made to 
distribute the elements in a safe and reverent manner.  Ushers will indicate 
when your seating pod may approach the table.  You may approach the table 
from the center aisle and return to your seats by way of the side aisle and 
around the back aisle if seated on the opposite side of the sanctuary.  (As the 
first pod moves on from receiving the bread the next pod may stand and 
approach the table.)  Your portion of the elements will be placed in 
disposable containers on the table as you approach so that you may pick 
them up for yourself.  Please pick up the container and refrain from touching 
the table.  Words will be spoken by Pastor and in turn by the Elder as you 
receive the elements.  First you will receive the bread at the left end of the 
table and then the wine at the other end. On your return to your seat, please 
dispose of the empty containers in the receptacle at the head of the aisle.  We 
offer both wine and non-alcoholic grape juice at communion.  If you require 
the non-alcoholic juice please indicate so by holding up three fingers as you 
approach the table. We will not offer the common cup for the time being.  
Children may still come forward for a blessing at a distance.  The final 
dismissal will take place when everyone has returned to their seats.  
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Although we will not be singing communion hymns, there will be 
accompanying music throughout the time that we receive communion.  
Please use this time for personal prayer, self-examination, confession, and 
repentance. 

• The movement through the 
sanctuary to approach the altar, as 
described briefly above, will follow 
the pattern in the diagram to the 
right: 

• Pausing or kneeling at the 
communion rail will not take place 
at this time. 

• The receptacle will be placed 
against the wall at the head of the 
return aisle for people to dispose 
of their empties. 

Curbside 
• As detailed above, curbside 

distribution of the Lord’s Supper 
will take place between 10:30AM 
and 12 Noon at the end of the 
church entrance sidewalk. 

• Cars will pull up with the 
passenger side facing the entrance 
to the church. 

• Elements that have not been 
consecrated in the earlier service 
will be blessed in prior to 
distribution.  

• Pastor will approach the vehicle to determine the number of communicants. 
• Pastor will relay the count to an elder and begin prayers with the communicants at 

the curb. 
• Elder(s) will prepare the elements placing them in disposable containers and setting 

them on one end of a tray. (With each vehicle a separate tray will be prepared.) Then 
the Elder will hand off the tray to Pastor  

• The communicants will pickup the containers from the tray and distribute among 
themselves in the vehicle and Pastor will dismiss with prayer. 

• The vehicle will roll forward and place the empty containers in the wastebasket in 
place near the well head. 

• The next car will approach and the process will be repeated. 


