
 

1

Christmas Eve
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Hope Lutheran Church - Hastings, Minnesota



✟ ISAIAH’S CHRISTMAS ✟ 
SHINING IN THE DARKNESS December 24, 2022 

+ WE GATHER TO WORSHIP + 
OPENING SONG LSB 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: (Refrain) 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord! 

2 Highest, most holy, 
Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! (Refrain) 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: (Refrain) 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! (Refrain) 

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
Text: Public domain 

OPENING SENTENCES 
🄿 The people who walked in darkness 
🄲 have seen a great light; 
🄿 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
🄲 on them has light shined. 
🄿 O little town of Bethlehem, 
🄲 How still we see thee lie! 
🄿 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
🄲 The silent stars go by; 
🄿 Yet in thy dark streets shines 
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🄲 The everlasting light. 
🄿 The hopes and fears of all the years 
🄲 Are met in thee tonight. 

ANNOUNCING GOD'S PRESENCE 
🄿 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the    

 Holy Spirit. 
🄲 Amen. 

WE CONFESS OUR SINS AND GOD FORGIVES 
🄿 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 

people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 
the present age.” As we gather together this Christmas Eve, 
let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

🄲 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

🄿 Today we celebrate “the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a 
people for His own possession who are zealous for good 
works.” Because of this Savior born for us, I, by virtue of my 
office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

🄲 Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE  
 LSB 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
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Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” (Refrain) 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! (Refrain) 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. (Refrain) 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
🄿 O God, You give us reason to rejoice by Your making the light 
 to shine in darkness. 
🄲 Grant that we joyfully receive the One who is the light of   
 the world on Christmas, that with sure confidence we see 
 Him when He returns as our Judge; 
🄿 through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You   
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
🄲 Amen. 

+ WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD + 
OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
🄰 The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter nine. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
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they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
 4For the yoke of his burden, 
and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

🄰 This is the Word of the Lord. 
🄲 Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  Titus 2:11-14 
We await our blessed hope, the glory of our great God. 

🄰 The New Testament Reading is from Titus, chapter two. 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 
the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works. 

🄰 This is the Word of the Lord. 
🄲 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL READING  Luke 2:1-14 
The birth of Jesus. 

🄰 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
🄲 Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her 
to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

🄰 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
🄲 Praise to You, O Christ. 
SONG OF PRAISE  
 LSB 366 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
1  It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav’nly music floats 
O’er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hov’ring wing, 
And ever o’er its babel sounds 
The blessèd angels sing. 

3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 
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By care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way 
With painful steps and slow: 
Look up, for golden is the hour, 
Come swiftly on the wing, 
The Prince was born to bring you peace; 
Of Him the angels sing. 

4  For lo, the days have come to pass 
By prophets seen of old, 
When down into the circling years 
Came Christ as was foretold. 
His word of peace shall to the earth 
God’s ancient promise bring, 
And all who take this gift will hear 
The song the angels sing. 

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

SERMON Shining in the Darkness - Isaiah 9:2-7 
+ WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD + 

WORDS OF CHRISTMAS FAITH  
🄲 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
who sent his Son as my Savior on Christmas. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
announced by the angels, 
worshiped by the shepherds, and adored by the wise 

men; 
who lived to suffer, die, and rise again 
to free me from sin, death, and the power of the devil. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Christmas 
and by whose work in my heart I am led 
to lay before the feet of Christ the treasures of my love 
and live under him as my King both now and 
forevermore. 

Amen. 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
The offering is an opportunity for those who are members of our 

worshipping community to give back to the continued work that God 
is doing in our church and throughout our community.   
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If you are a guest with us, please do not consider yourself under 
obligation.  However, all gifts returned to the Lord are gladly given 

and received. 
For more information on how to process your offering either by mail 

or electronically, please refer to the back cover of this bulletin. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each portion of the prayers the pastor will say, “Lord, in your 

mercy,” and the people will respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
+ WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER + 

The WORDS OF OUR LORD 
COMMUNION IS RECEIVED 

We offer both wine and non-alcoholic grape juice at 
communion. Red wine is in the cups on the outside of the 
communion tray, while white grape juice is available at the 
center. We also ask that if you are receiving the “common 
cup,” you use your hand on the base of the cup to help the 

pastor tip the cup to your lips. Please use this time for 
personal prayer, self-examination, confession and repentance. 

COMMUNION SONGS  
 LSB 412 The People That Sat in Darkness 
1 The people that in darkness sat 

A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
In shades of death have been, 
In shades of death have been. 

2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
The gath’ring nations come; 
They joy as when the reapers bear 
Their harvest treasures home, 
Their harvest treasures home. 

3 To us a Child of hope is born, 
To us a Son is giv’n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 
All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor, 
The God by all adored, 
The God by all adored. 
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5 His righteous government and pow’r 
Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
His reign shall have no end, 
His reign shall have no end. 

6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
And Holy Spirit, one, 
And Holy Spirit, one. 

Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 LSB 368 Angels We Have Heard On High 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 And the mountains in reply, 
 Echoing their joyous strains. (Refrain) 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 Which inspire your heav’nly song? (Refrain) 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
 Him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 

Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; French 
Text: Public domain 

 LSB 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 How still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 The silent stars go by; 
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 The everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 Are met in thee tonight. 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
 And, gathered all above 
 While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 Their watch of wond’ring love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 Proclaim the holy birth, 
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 And praises sing to God the king 
 And peace to all the earth! 

3 How silently, how silently 
 The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
 So God imparts to human hearts 
 The blessings of His heav’n. 
 No ear may hear His coming; 
 But in this world of sin, 
 Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
 The dear Christ enters in. 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
 Descend to us, we pray; 
 Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 Be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 The great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us, 
 Our Lord Immanuel! 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 
Text: Public domain 

  LSB 364 Away in a Manger 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
 The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
 I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
 Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
 And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
+ WE ARE SENT TO SERVE + 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and gives it to the 

acolytes and ushers. They pass the light on to the congregation. Tip 
only the unlighted candle. 

Lights are dimmed. 

THE BLESSING 
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🄿 Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
🄲 that will be for all the people. 
🄿 For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
🄲 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
🄿 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
🄲 Amen. 

CLOSING SONG  LSB 363 Silent Night, Holy Night 
1 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 Round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Text: Public domain 

SENDING 
🄿 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
🄲 Thanks be to God. 
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Giving

At Hope, giving is something we 
do with a spirit of joy and response 
to the love and forgives we have 

freely received in Jesus. We never 
give out of obligation or guilt. Your 

gift works to help those in need 
and drives what were all about: 

Love, Growth and, Service. 
-give during a service (cash or 
check) or mail 
-give online at http://
hopeofhastings.com/donate 
-give by text — send a text to 
651-401-7200 by simply typing 
“give” followed by a dollar amount. 
eg: “give $20” 
-Stock Donations and Legacy 
Giving: contact the church.

Contact Us

WEEKLY EVENTS: 
-WORSHIP SERVICE 

SUNDAYS at 9AM in person  
or ONLINE at:  

http://hopeofhastings.com/watch-live 

-SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP 
Join us after service in the 

Fellowship Hall for fellowship. 

CALENDAR UPDATES: 
-LWML 

LWML is collecting individual 
Kleenex packets for nursing homes 

this December 

-HOLDIAY SERVICES 
CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR 

SUNDAY! 
9AM 

Our arms and hearts to you, our guest. Come as a visitor, leave as a  
friend. Please join us after worship today for refreshments and fellowship in 

the church hall. 

GUESTS, if you have any questions, stop by the Welcome Center located 
in the lobby.  

FAMILIES, children are welcome at all services. Activity sheets and bags, 
along with tray are available for use at the entrance of the sanctuary.  

A nursery is located outside the sanctuary doors. It offers a safe caring  
environment for your little ones, birth through 5 years. 

WIFI AVAILABLE, no password needed, just click on: HOPELUTH_Guest.

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH & 
CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

Pastor Ken Boudreau 
16898 Michael Avenue,  

Hastings, MN 55033 
(651)-480-CARE 

www.hopeofhastings.com 
Service Sundays at 9AM

New Here? Welcome!

http://www.hopeofhastings.com
http://hopeofhastings.com/watch-live
http://hopeofhastings.com/donate
http://hopeofhastings.com/donate

