
Session 1 

Scripture:  I Thessalonians 2:1-6 (NIV) 

Verse 1-2 – “You know brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure.  We had previously 

suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know.  But with the help of our God, we dared to tell 

you his gospel in spite of strong opposition.”  

• Pray for boldness and courage to live out your gospel identity and share the gospel with 

people, even when it may not be comfortable or easy. 

• Is there someone specific the Holy Spirit is impressing on your heart to reach out to? 

Verse 3 – “For the appeal we make does not spring from error, or impure motives, nor are we 

trying to trick you.”  

• In this verse, Paul speaks of serving God out of a pure motive.  Search YOUR heart to 

make sure your motives are holy and pure when you serve the Lord and in your personal 

relationship with Him. 

Verse 4 – “On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel.  

We are not trying to please men, but God, who tests our hearts.”  

• Offer up praise and gratitude because God has approved you and entrusted you with the 

good news of the Gospel to share.  What an awesome privilege we have as the body of 

Christ! 

• Also, from verse 4, ask God to test your heart, as David did in Psalm 139, to reveal 

anything not pleasing to him. 

Verse 5-6 – “You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed – God 

is our witness.  We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else.”   

• Pray for authenticity in our witness; that we will not resort to flattery or manipulation in 

leading people to know and believe in Christ. 

• Pray that nothing you do will be for the praise of men, but only to please God, and be 

willing to do what Paul said in Ephesians 5:10 – “FIND OUT WHAT PLEASES THE LORD”, 

because He wants to help you be pleasing to Him so he will not hide his will or make it 

difficult to discern if we really want to do it! 


