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FIRST BAPTIST
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A WORD FROM PASTOR LUKE: October 2025

Church family,

“For it is not the one commending himself who is approved,

but the one the Lord commends.”
2 Corinthians 10:18

Paul provides the Corinthian church with a reminder that each of us needs to hear. Consistently,
we each need to reflect upon how we are evaluating our lives spiritually.

The Holy Spirit through Paul reveals a sly, destructive reality within our lives as humans: pride and
self-deception. Each of us when left to our flesh tends to think more highly of ourselves than we
should. Also, when left to our flesh, we are master deceivers, and we deceive no one better than
we deceive ourselves. So, God reminds us through Paul here in 2 Corinthians 10:18 that it is

His commendation and approval that ultimately matter.

The verb “commend” means “to formally or officially praise.” We as humans who are bent
toward pride and self can foolishly gauge our lives upon our own praise. We can justify sinful
actions and over-inflate good actions in a desperate, self-deceiving effort to formally and officially
praise ourselves. We can live our entire lives intoxicated by the roar of applause never realizing
that the deafening roar is coming from our own hands.

But personal praise and commendation are not what we as Christians should long for. Personal
praise and commendation are not the barometer by which we gauge our spiritual health and
well-being. Rather, the praise and commendation we seek is that of our God.

Are we longing for His approval and commendation ultimately?
May our ears be attuned to the applause of our God!
May we seek His approval in everything we do!

In Christ,

e

The mission of First Baptist Church Kosciusko is
“We exalt Jesus Over Everything by Living IN His Word, Living BY His Word, &

Living OUT His mission.”




