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A WORD FROM PASTOR LUKE: November 2025

Church family,

| dedicate this writeup to a very special man: Mark Parnell. November 2025 serves not only as
Bro. Mark’s birthday month-Happy 69th Birthday-but also his first month in retirement.
FBC Kosciusko (corporately) and | (personally) have been immensely blessed by God through this
man. Personally, my mind goes back to that first text | received from Bro. Mark back in the Spring
of 2022 as God was leading the Gardner family to Kosciusko. He voiced his excitement to welcome
us but also his commitment to pray for us. | didn’t realize it fully then, but in Mark Parnell, God
gifted me with a dear friend, a loyal confidant, a faithful encourager, and a humble mentor. | can
say with confidence: | would not have made it without Mark Parnell. | will be forever grateful for him!

Corporately, our church family has been afforded a front-row seat to Christ-like humility, service,
and leadership. For nearly three decades, Bro. Mark has modeled each of these qualities faithfully
before our church. My mind goes to our church’s new mission statement: We exist to exalt JESUS
OVER EVERYTHING because JESUS CHANGES EVERYTHING. Bro. Mark helped formulate this new
mission statement for our church, but he has been living this mission statement for decades. In
Mark Parnell, our church family has witnessed a man exalt Jesus over everything, and only Heaven
will tell the impact of his life and ministry.

In closing, may our minds be directed to Bro Mark’s life verse:

“but those who trust in the Lord will renew their strength,
they will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not

hecome weary, they will walk and not faint”
Isaiah 40:31

Following Jesus is not an easy endeavor.
Trust in the Lord, and He will sustain you with His strength.
(WAE) as you give your life to exalting JESUS OVER EVERYTHING!
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The mission of First Baptist Church Kosciusko is
“We exalt Jesus Over Everything by Living IN His Word, Living BY His Word, &

Living OUT His mission.”




