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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Bethel Christian School exists to reinforce Christian values from the
Christian home to the Christian classroom through a warm spiritual
atmosphere, quality academics, excellence in the fine arts, strong and
loving discipline, and a Christ-honoring athletic program.
Attendance at Bethel Christian School is a privilege made possible by the
sacrificial giving of God’s people. Students should be grateful for those who
have provided this opportunity for quality Christian education and realize
that it is indeed a privilege and not a right to attend.

NON-DISCRIMINATORY POLICY
Bethel Christian School (BCS), a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church, admits
students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin to all rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded, or made available, to
students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or
national or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies,
admission policies, athletic and other school administered programs.
Students are admitted on the basis of their desire and the desire of their
parents for a Christ-centered education.

OUR PHILOSOPHY
In an age dominated by humanistic philosophies, BCS has determined to be
based on Christ and His Word. The philosophy of a school will determine its
curriculum and procedures, which in turn determine the product of the
school.
The goal of BCS is to be distinct and to do so purposely. We do not seek to
give young people the same education they receive in the public school
system. Instead, BCS desires that students be thoroughly trained in the truths
of God’s Word and that they develop the strength of character and
conviction to stand up for God. Christ-like character is evidenced in the life
as Biblical principles are internalized.
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There are five major pillars that govern everything done at Bethel
Christian School.
First, we desire a warm, spiritual atmosphere for our student body. For this
purpose, BCS is not considered an evangelistic ministry of Bethel Baptist
Church. We desire a strong environment where Christian young people,
along with their fellow classmates, may learn and internalize a Biblical
world view.
Secondly, BCS strives for academic excellence in preparation for life. BCS
believes in traditional educational methodology and emphasizes the basics
in building an academic foundation. Students are challenged to work
independently and to think for themselves as they build convictions that will
stand under the pressures of our modern culture.
Thirdly, BCS places a strong emphasis on the fine arts. We want our young
people to hone their skills in speech and music. Growing in these areas will
enable the young people to use their talents to serve their local churches to
the glory of God.
Fourthly, BCS is committed to developing character in young people
through a strong, consistent, and loving discipline program. All rules and
regulations are established on the basis of Biblical conviction to enable the
school to function more orderly. Any breach of these guidelines will be dealt
with lovingly, but firmly. We sincerely believe loving, firm discipline will
help young people develop good character that will enable them to be more
useful tools in the Lord’s hands.
Finally, it is our desire to maintain an interscholastic athletic program that
will be God honoring. Winning at any cost is not the philosophy of BCS.
Young people must exhibit proper attitudes and maintain certain academic
standards to participate.

OUR ARTICLES OF FAITH
Bethel Christian School is a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church and upholds
the church’s Articles of Faith. Below are highlights of those articles. To read
the articles in their entirety, please go to www.bethelbaptistminsitries.org.
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1. We believe the Bible is the verbally inspired, inerrant, infallible Word
of God and is to be accepted as the final authority on all matters on
which it speaks, whether directly or indirectly, implicitly or explicitly.
2. We believe in one God, eternally existent in three Persons – God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
3. We believe God created man in His own image and for His own
pleasure; but that man, a free moral agent, chose to disobey God,
thereby bringing sin upon the whole race.
4. We believe in the deity of Christ, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His
miracles, His vicarious and atoning death on the cross, His bodily
resurrection from the dead, and His ascension to the right hand of the
Father.

OUR PARENTS’ CODE
The parents of our students are absolutely vital to the success of BCS. We
could not have a Christian school without loyal parents entrusting us with
their children. We depend on their support and cooperation for success in
the education of their children. We believe that, with each parent adhering to
this code, BCS can provide a quality Christian education that honors God.
We ask our parents to agree with and abide by the following Parents’ Code:
1. I will pray regularly for the faculty and administration of BCS.
2. I will do my best to cooperate fully with the educational program of
BCS, endeavoring to have each of my children well-prepared for class
each day and to help them cultivate a love for the Lord Jesus Christ and
Christian education.

5. We believe eternal life belongs to those who repent of sin and put their
faith in Jesus Christ, and that there is no other means whereby man can
be saved.

3. I will pay my financial obligations to BCS on time. If for whatever
reason I am unable to do this, I will notify the school office in advance
of the due date and will give explanation for the delay as well as make
arrangements for taking care of my obligation at a later date.

6. We believe the local church, made up of born-again, baptized believers,
is God’s means of carrying out the Great Commission (making
disciples, baptizing them, and teaching them – Matthew 28:19-20).

4. I will volunteer my time as I am able to help with school functions.

7. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose
indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life.
8. We believe in the Second Coming of Christ for His church and His
subsequent coming with His church in power and great glory.
9. We believe in the resurrection of the saved unto life everlasting, and the
resurrection of the lost unto everlasting damnation.
10. We believe the term marriage has only one meaning and that is marriage
is sanctioned by God which joins one man and one woman in a single,
exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. We believe that God intends
sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and woman who are
married to each other. We believe that any form of sexual immorality is
sinful and offensive to God.
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5. I will attend all meetings and parent functions at BCS.
6. If I ever become dissatisfied with BCS for any reason, I will not criticize
the school in front of my children or others. Instead of allowing a bitter
spirit to develop, I will seek to resolve the matter promptly with the
person or persons involved.
Parents, please remember when you complain to your children, criticize the
school, or make negative remarks to other parents, you undermine our
position and greatly hurt our efforts with your child. We are most effective
when we work together.

OUR PROGRAMS
Prayer, Bible stories and Scripture memorization are stressed on the primary
and elementary levels with a greater emphasis given to the study of
fundamental doctrines, as outlined previously, on the secondary level. There
is also an emphasis placed on personal evangelism and service in the local
church. The King James Version of the Bible is the only version used as a
standard for memory and content work.
4

Chapel is a regular part of the school program. It is held on a regular basis;
its frequency depends on the grade level. Occasionally, special chapel
sessions are held.
The educational program is not only made up of the traditional academic
subjects, but also includes music, computer, band, speech, and special
programs that promote academic excellence. All phases of the curriculum
are directed to assist in the ultimate development of the child. Emphasis is
placed upon Christian character development, student achievement, and
mastery of academic fundamentals.

OUR ELEMENTARY (G1-G6)
Reading: Since reading is an important skill relevant to many phases of
learning, we believe it imperative to use the best possible methods and
techniques in our program. It is our contention that through phonics a child
can obtain an understanding of words that will enable him to become an
effective and independent reader.
Math: The primary objectives of our math program will be to bring about an
understanding of numbers and the number system and to bring about the
complete mastery of the basic skills. The attributes of God revealed in
mathematics will be taught as well.
English: Since English is the language in which students will communicate
throughout their lives and thus will use to communicate the Gospel, they are
taught to read and comprehend and to write stories and express ideas
effectively using good grammatical structure. Sentence diagramming will be
taught throughout the school to provide the proper grammatical foundation
for the preceding activities.
Spelling: Our complete program of spelling is phonics centered. All
children first learn the vowel and consonant sounds, the blends, and specific
rules which apply to a number of words. Once a rule is taught, words are
given to which the rules are applicable.
Music: A complete music program has been designed which will enable
students to memorize the great hymns of the Christian faith as well as great
patriotic songs of our Christian heritage. Band, private instrument lessons,
and piano are taught during the school day.

Computer: Students have exposure to computer instruction.
Science: Science is taught from a Biblical perspective, acknowledging the
existence of God and His creation.

Spanish (G5-6): Spanish is taught as a second language.
OUR JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH
Many parents do not realize the importance of having their sons and
daughters in a Christian school until the junior high years. It is the opinion
of many that there is no more critical time in the life of a boy or girl than the
years spent in grades seven through twelve. It is the objective of BCS to
offer a strong traditional academic curriculum on the secondary level.
Bethel Christian School recognizes the religious nature of all learning. The
question is not, “Shall my children be given religious instruction?” but
rather, “What religious instruction do I prefer them to have?” Learning is
not neutral. It demands belief, allegiance, and rejection or acceptance of
parts or all of other systems. Upon this basis, Bethel Christian School makes
no apology for the Bible as the absolute and final authority in matters of
faith and practice. In all subjects, including history, mathematics, science,
English, and foreign language, learning material is presented from a Biblical
frame of reference.
Learning from a Biblical perspective requires discipline of mind and body.
An undisciplined life is largely an unproductive life. Emphasis is placed on
“What is my duty?” rather than “What do I get?” This prepares for a life of
stewardship. We at Bethel recognize that Christian education begins in the
heart. Therefore, we endeavor to faithfully present the gospel that the heart
may be made new by faith and trust in God’s finished redemptive work on
the cross. Salvation is an individual matter. Society is benefited as
individual hearts are in a correct relationship to the Triune God.

History/Geography: History and geography are taught from a Biblical
perspective and show spiritual application to the young person’s life.
5

6

OUR ADMISSION POLICIES
A student is considered for admission to Bethel Christian School after the
submission of an application and an appointment with the school principal.
The purpose of the interview is to present the school’s philosophy and to
give the parents a better understanding of the basis for Christian education.
A tour of the facilities will also be given. We ask parents to bring the
prospective student(s) with them to the interview.
Acceptance of students is made upon an individual basis and is contingent
upon a satisfactory interview with the school principal. Test scores may be
considered for admission. Admittance testing may be required. At least one
parent must attend the Parent Orientation Meeting scheduled the week prior
to school beginning. The date of this meeting can be found on our web site
under Calendar of Events. Students in grades seven through twelve will be
interviewed with their parents, as well as privately.
Students in grades 7-12 give a clear testimony of salvation through Christ.
In addition, one parent is required do the same. Parent and student must
faithfully attend a local church that believes the major tenets of our doctrinal
statement. At least one parent of elementary students must give a clear
testimony of salvation, with the parent and student attending a local church
on a regular basis.

No student in grades 4-12 will be considered for admission, after the first
quarter, who has not maintained at least an overall “C” average from the
transfer school.
A student who has been expelled from or denied enrollment to another
school will be required to wait for a period of one year from the date of
expulsion before they will be considered for admission on a probationary
status.
No student will be admitted or allowed to remain in Bethel Christian School
who does not agree to cooperate with the overall purpose and program.
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Home school students - are required to go through the normal admission
process and pay the required fees. Those students desiring to participate in
fine arts competition, athletics, and the school retreat, must be enrolled in
one class taught at BCS.
Re-enrollment takes place in February of each year. To be re-enrolled, a
student must be acceptable in the area of academics and conduct, complete
the re-enrollment forms, and pay the registration fee in full.

OUR FINANCIAL POLICIES
Tuition and gifts form the financial basis of Bethel Christian School; no
government monies are accepted for the education of children at BCS. In
order for the school to meet its financial obligations, it is essential that all
tuition and fees be paid when due.
Tuition and Fees paid in full by August 1 will receive a discount on tuition
only. For those desiring to pay in installments, tuition, supply fee, and
facility fee may be paid in ten equal payments due the first or tenth of each
month, beginning in August and extending through the first of May.
Returning families may pay in 11 installments starting in July.
Registration and the first month’s tuition must be paid prior to school
beginning.
Before-school and afternoon care are available at an additional cost. Please
see your enrollment packet for current prices.
A late fee will be assessed for accounts if full monthly payment is not made
according to your FACTS agreement. The fee will be charged on the next
monthly payment.
Students with unpaid tuition/fees by the end of the month may not be able to
attend classes unless special arrangements are made through the school
office. Full payment of all tuition and fees must be made before any
educational records will be released.
Payments are made through FACTS Tuition Management Company.

8

We are accustomed to paying the “going rate” for goods and services. The
average “going rate” for private education in the Hampton Roads area is
significantly higher than the rate charged by BCS. Our standardized test
scores are consistently at the top of public school rankings, and our general
student deportment is second to none.
While we recognize and appreciate the great sacrifices many of our families
make to send their children to our school, a great financial burden is carried
by the faculty/staff that willingly minister to the students.
Tuition alone does not cover the cost to educate our children. In order to
provide some of the extras that make our school special, we must have
fundraisers to meet those needs. Every family is expected to take part in the
school wide fundraising. We know that our families are busy, but this is a
good opportunity for you to teach your child to bear some of the
responsibility for his own education. If you truly cannot take part, please
consider a financial contribution to the school in lieu of your family’s
participation, but diligently uphold in prayer the school’s financial position.

OUR ATTENDANCE POLICIES
The school hours are as follows:



Kindergarten
8:10 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Grades 1-12
8:10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Please adhere to the drop-off and pickup procedures in regard to traffic
control.

Absences and make-up work create a burden for students, parents, and
teachers. Research clearly indicates class attendance and participation are
essential for success in school. In addition to the academic perspective,
faithful attendance in school is practical Christian character training and
proper stewardship. Therefore, every effort should be made to be in school
every day.
It is true school attendance policies may restrict the flexibility of family
plans. Please be mindful that the only authority the school exercises over
your family is what you have willingly given us. In order to operate
efficiently and to produce a high caliber student, BCS closely follows the
prudence underlying the Virginia Compulsory Attendance Laws.

EXCUSED ABSENCES
1. The student has an illness or injury that prevents him from being
physically able to attend school.
2. The student is isolated from the general population because of a
quarantine ordered by the local health department.
3. A death occurs in the immediate family of the student (including, but
not limited to, grandparents, parents, brothers, and sisters)
4. The student has a medical or dental appointment.
5. The student is part of a court proceeding.
6. The student is involved in a valid educational opportunity. (The absence
and the activity must have prior approval from the administration.)



Students arriving before 7:45 a.m. must go to before school care through
the EC/School Office entrance.

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES



Students arriving after 8:08 a.m., for drop-off on the Briarfield entrance,
should go through the school office for check-in.

1. A student is willfully absent from school with or without the knowledge
of the parent.



Any student arriving after 10:00 a.m. will be marked ½ day absent.



Any student leaving before 1:45 p.m. will be marked ½ day absent.

2. A student absent for any reason other than those listed above under
Excused Absences.



Students will be permitted to enter the building at 8:00 a.m. Grades 1-5
should go to the gym for line-up, and grades 6-12 are permitted to go to
their lockers and homeroom.



Students should arrive and depart in school in appropriate dress code.
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Examples:
a. Parents keeping children out for personal reasons
b. Working at home or a business
c. Transportation (missed ride or car problems)
10

d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

Oversleeping
Baby sitting
Non-educational trips (i.e., going out of town)
Going shopping, hair appointment, etc.
Lack of clean clothes, shoes, etc.

Absences for grades G1-G12 that are initiated by the school are considered
educational and will not count toward a student’s total absences. Every nonschool initiated absence, excused or unexcused, will require phone
call/email the day of the absence and a written notice from the parent or
guardian explaining the absence upon their return. Secondary students will
receive an admittance slip to permit them to return to class. It is the
student’s responsibility to get all his teachers’ signatures and return the form
to the office.
Students will receive the number of days absent to make up work missed.
It is the responsibility of the administration to determine whether an absence
is excused or not. Work missed because of an unexcused absence must be
made up to the teacher’s satisfaction. The student will receive full credit;
however, students on the elementary level will receive a 1% reduction for
each day missed at the quarter grade, and secondary students will receive a
2% reduction for each day missed at the quarter grade; e.g., if a student
misses three days and is classified unexcused, the student will receive a 6%
reduction at the quarter grade for each class missed.

Delayed Academic Policy Concerning Special Church Activities
The following policy involves grades 4-12. It would include the following
church activities: revivals, mission conferences, church camps, special
conferences or any church event deemed excused by the school
administration.

A student who has more than 12 absences (excused or unexcused), the
school reserves the right to retain the student, regardless of academic
achievement.
Students absent from school (with the exception of a death in the family or
appointments not related to illness) are not to attend after school and
evening events. This policy includes athletic events. In order for a student to
participate, he must attend school for 5.5 hours.
Please recognize we have built into our school schedule sufficient
opportunities for families to plan for extended times together. Our calendar
includes almost 30 days when school is not in session. We do understand
that from time to time important family situations arise that may require
missing school. We do expect every effort be made to plan within the
allowances in the school calendar; however, to accommodate those special
family situations, our school allows students to “cut” up to five school days
per year within the following limitations: cuts cannot be taken the first or
last week of a semester, during achievement testing week, or if a student has
already missed 5 school days for the first semester or 15 days for the year.
Only 1 day may be used immediately before or after Spring Break.
If it is necessary to take your child out of school during the school year,
please secure a “pre-arranged absence form” from the school office at least
one week in advance. This will allow your child’s teacher to receive a makeup form. This will be necessary for any excused absence.
We recognize tardies may be unavoidable. Nevertheless, being late disrupts
the learning process for the late student, the teacher, and other members of
the class. In addition, it can create an added workload for the office staff. It
has been said that punctuality is “showing high esteem for others and their
time.” Traffic or car trouble may be accepted for excuses occasionally, but
families must make appropriate adjustments in order to be in school on time.

A student would be excused from tests, quizzes, and graded homework
during their home church event. Students will receive the number of days
excused from academic work to make up work missed. This would only
apply if the student attends their home church event. Parents should submit a
request for the excuse one week prior to the meeting.

A student is considered tardy if he arrives in the classroom after 8:10 a.m.
Students in G1-Gl2 must get a Class Admittance Slip at the Welcome
Center if they arrive after 8:10 a.m. After 8:20 a.m., students in grades G1G12 must go to the school office to receive a Class Admittance Slip. Class
Admittance Slips are required of students in grades G1-G12 when they are
late to any class during the day. For detention purposes, unexcused tardies
are cleared at the end of each semester for grades 1-12.
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Students in grades 1-3 will serve a 30-minute detention for the third
unexcused tardy, and each three thereafter will require a 30-minute
detention. Grades 4-12 students will serve a 50-minute detention for the
same reasons.
When a student leaves school early, they must submit a note to the office
with the time and explanation. The note will also serve as admittance to the
school the following day or when the student returns. Those leaving after
1:45 p.m. will not be counted absent, but will be required to make-up the
work missed.
No student may leave the school without permission from the parent and
approval from administration.

OUR STUDENTS’ CONDUCT

The philosophy of dress may be summarized: 1) Is it modest? 2) Is it neat?
3) Does it reflect the worldly culture? 4) Is it appropriate for the occasion?
It is not intended that our students dress expensively to attend BCS.
However, all students are to come to school dressed neatly. Shoes should be
well kept, for health reasons as well as appearance. Extremes in styles are to
be avoided.

DRESS CODES
Dress Code Classifications:
Dress Code: Standard daily dress code
Option Wear: Modified dress code
BCS Spirit Wear: Official clothing wear with school logo or name
Activity Wear: As prescribed by the administration

Over the years, the leadership of our church and school has prayerfully
studied Biblical principles to develop the proper policies used in
administrating school affairs. The Scriptures have a great deal to say about
the self-disciplined life through the guidelines of the Word and the
leadership of the Holy Spirit. The discipline policies are designed for the
purpose of instruction in righteousness. Our desire is to be “firm and loving”
in all matters related to the discipline of the student body.

Grades 1-6: Dress Code or Option Wear on Monday-Friday
Grades 7-12: Dress Code or Option Wear each Wednesday or unless
otherwise specified
Grades 1-12: BCS Spirit Wear on game days only
Grades 1-12: Activity Wear for special events

There are generally two reasons for the rules that guide our behavior as
members of the school family of Bethel Christian School.

Dress Code for Girls in grades 1-12

First of all, Scripture teaches us we are to show our love for God (Matthew
22:35-40). God clearly teaches us that if we love Him we must avoid certain
behaviors (lying, cheating, stealing, immoral activity, etc.). Obedience to
God’s moral standards with the right heart attitude shapes our character
toward Christlikeness and shows others a testimony to please God, not self.

1. All clothing must be modest and neat in appearance. Clothing too
large or too tight is not acceptable. When standing, sitting, or
bending, the shirt must cover the skirt waistband unless tucked in.

Secondly, many of our polices fall under the guiding principle that we are to
demonstrate a love for our neighbor. Our school family is made up of people
from different backgrounds and preferences. If everyone insisted on doing
things their way, chaos would prevail and little instruction would take place.
In order that we all can live together in harmony and efficiency, BCS must
set up minimal standards of behavior, dress, and operational procedure.
These rules may not be your personal standards, but they may be the
boundaries others need to encourage Christ-likeness for the occasion.

3. Coats and other garments designed for outdoor use are not to be
worn in the classroom. Pullover hoodies or sweatshirts should not
be worn in the classroom. Hoodies with a zipper are allowed in the
classroom.
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2. Clothing with insignias, pictures
unwholesome themes may not be worn.

14

or

slogans

promoting

4. Hemlines:
Grades 1-3: no more than 2˝ above the middle of the knee
Grades 4-12: no higher than the top of the knee when standing or
walking and comes to the knee when sitting
5. Skirts or dresses with back slits should not open beyond 2˝ above
hemline requirement. Slits must be sewn (not pinned) to meet the
requirement. Side slits should not open beyond the hemline
requirement.
6. Jean skirts will be permitted that are of solid denim, e.g., sand
blasted (soiled), vintage wash (spotted bleach), and frayed cannot be
worn.
7. Leggings are permitted in grades 1-12 along with the proper dress
length.
8. Athletic/tennis shoes are acceptable for girls in G1-G12.
9. Young ladies may wear a shoe that does not have a back strap as
long as the shoe is not a rubber flip-flop, soccer sandal, or other type
of footwear that tends to be sloppy in appearance.
10. Lipstick, colored lip gloss, and eye make-up are not permitted for
girls in grades 1-6.
11. Necklines should be no lower than 2˝ below the lowest part of the
collarbone. Blouses must be buttoned except the top button.
Camisoles (camis) need to stay in place for modesty.
12. All blouses should have a sleeve. Crop tops are not allowed.
13. Modest windbreaker or capri pants may be worn at special activities
that will be announced by the principal. Sweat pants are not
permitted.
14. Jeans, shorts, and sundresses are not to be worn during the school
day. This does not include athletic uniforms, physical education
attire, or school retreat wear.
15. Tattoos and/or body piercings are not permitted. New enrollees
should contact the school office for questions and clarifications.

1. Pants may be worn, as an option to the school dress code, on MondayFriday, unless indicated by the administration.
2. Pants should be loose-fitting with at least 1̋ ease on each leg. (No
“skinny” pants).
3. When standing, sitting, or bending, shirts must cover the pant
waistband unless tucked in.
4. Pant colors are limited to shades of brown, tan, black, green, blue or
gray.
5. Belts must be worn on all clothing with belt loops if the shirt/blouse is
tucked in.
6. Jeans, shorts, leather pants, sweat pants, wind pants, capri pants, pajamastyle, and spandex-style are not allowed.

Option Wear for Girls in grades 7-12
1. Pants may be worn, as an option to the school dress code on Wednesdays
unless indicated by the administration.
2. Pants should be loose-fitting with at least 1̋ ease on each leg. (No
“skinny” pants)
3. When standing, sitting, or bending, the shirt must cover the pant
waistband unless tucked in.
4. Belts must be worn on all clothing with belt loops if the shirt/blouse is
tucked in.
5. Pant colors are limited to shades of brown, tan, black, green, blue or
gray.
6. Jeans, shorts, leather pants, sweat pants, wind pants, capri pants, pajamastyle, and spandex-style are not allowed.

BCS Spirit Wear for Girls in grades 1-12
1. Selected items from the BCS Sprit Wear selection will be allowed on
game days; however, they must be purchased through the school office.
2. As we add to Spirit Wear, there may be restrictions as to when students
are allowed to wear the garments.

Activity Wear for Girls in grades 1-12
Option Wear for Girls in grades 1-6
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There will be a specific dress code for school programs, field trips, ODACS
competitions, spirit daze, and the school retreat. These guidelines will be
announced prior to the activity.
Since we realize the above list is not exhaustive, we reserve the right to deal with
dress code infractions as deemed necessary by the administration.

Dress Code for Boys in grades 1-12
1. Hair is to be neatly trimmed, off the ears, and out of the eyes.
Traditional haircuts are expected. Fad hairstyles are not permitted.
Sideburns should not fall below the bottom opening of the ear. Beards
and moustaches are not allowed.
2. Shorts, sweat pants, sleeveless shirts, and clothing with insignias,
slogans, or pictures promoting unwholesome themes may not be worn.
3. Young men in grades 7-12 are to wear a collared shirt and casual slacks.
Turtlenecks are permitted.
4. Boys in grades 1-6 are permitted to wear jeans and a collarless shirt with
sleeves. Shirts should not have insignias, slogans, or pictures promoting
unwholesome themes. Baggy and/or skinny jeans, low hanging, frayed,
sand blasted (soiled), and vintage wash (spotted bleach) jeans are not
permitted. Jean colors should be limited to shades of gray, tan, brown,
blue, or black.
5. Coats and other garments designed for outdoor use are not to be worn in
the classroom. Pullover hoodies or sweatshirts should not be worn in the
classroom. Hoodies with a zipper are allowed in the classroom.
6. Belts must be worn on all looped pants.
7. Necklaces and/or earrings are not permitted. Exceptions are made for
medical alert tags.
8. Shirttails are to be tucked in at all times, and shirts must be buttoned to
the second button.
9. Athletic/tennis shoes are permitted for G1-G12.
10. Tattoos and/or body piercings are not permitted or as deemed necessary
by the administration. New enrollees should contact the school office
for questions or clarification.
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Option Wear for Boys in grades 7-12
Jeans will be permitted along with a collarless shirt with sleeves. Baggy
and/or skinny jeans, low hanging, distressed, sand blasted (soiled), and
vintage wash (spotted bleach) jeans are not permitted. Jean colors should be
limited to shades of gray, tan, brown, blue, or black.

BCS Spirit Wear for Boys in grades 1-12
1. Selected items from the BCS Spirit Wear selection will be allowed on
game days; however, it must be purchased through the school.
2. As we add to Spirit Wear, there may be restrictions as to when
students are allowed to wear the garments.

Activity Wear for Boys in grades 1-12
There will be a specific dress code for school programs, field trips, ODACS
competitions, spirit daze, and the school retreat. These guidelines will be
announced prior to the activity.
Since we realize the above list is not exhaustive, we reserve the right to
deal with dress code infractions as deemed necessary by the
administration.

Discipline Policies (G1-G6)
Generally speaking, all elementary classroom teachers follow similar
formats for correcting classroom problems. They will speak to the students,
call the parents, or take away recess time as they see fit. The first official
communication to the parent will be a Teacher Disciplinary Communication
Form, which should be signed by the parent and returned to the teacher the
next school day. If the problems persist, the student will be sent to the office
for a meeting with the principal. This is documented with a Principal
Disciplinary Communication Form, which should be signed by the parent
and returned to the school office the next school day. The principal may
request a phone call from the parent.
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Discipline Policies for Grades 7-12 Demerit system
Demerits are not considered tools of correction, but rather are written
records that school rules have been breached and Matthew 18 has taken
place. Faculty reports infractions to the principal after talking with the
student. The principal will then decide whether or not demerits will be
given. Any demerit issued is subject to appeal by the student. Students will
begin each semester with no demerits.

Demerit levels
2

5

10

Immediate expulsion any involvement with illegal drugs, alcohol, or
immoral behavior – this would include the summer immediately
preceding the school year.
Corrective Actions:

Grade Level
7-8

Gum chewing, unexcused tardy to class or school, eating food or
candy outside the lunch hour, item not returned, improper check-in
and check-out, unprepared for class, no homework, class
disturbance, possession of unapproved literature, and other areas
deemed necessary by the administration.
Five or more minutes late to class, minor breach of dress code, male
long hair/failure to shave, minor horseplay, improper classroom or
chapel behavior, 3 unexcused tardies, late to an official school
program, out of dress code at an official school program, insolence,
negativism, sarcasm, griping, insults, harmful teasing, rudeness,
name calling, worldly conversation, hand’s off, disrespect to another
student, improper use of cell phone, locker abuse, and other areas
deemed necessary by the administration.
Major breach of dress, major horseplay, borrowing without
permission, skipping class, cheating on a quiz or homework,
unexcused absence from a school program, disrespect to a faculty
member or staff member, habitual attitude problems, unacceptable
language, improper physical contact, deceitful, problem with cell
phone use, texting, inappropriate music, bullying, and other areas
deemed necessary by the administration.
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Attending an inappropriate activity, cheating on a test or exam,
lying, vulgarity, obscenity, profanity, vandalism, dangerous or
forbidden items, major disrespect to faculty/staff, aggressive
anger/fighting, skipping school, and other areas deemed necessary
by the administration

50

Smoking/tobacco products, Vaping, indiscreet/sensual behavior,
pornography, stealing, and other areas deemed necessary by the
administration.
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9-10

11-12

Corrective
Action

Every 10
Demerits

Every 10
Demerits

Every 10
Demerits

Detention

Every 10
Demerits

Every 10
Demerits

Every 10
Demerits

Letter to Parents

Every 30
Demerits

Every 30
Demerits

Every 30
Demerits

Conference with
Parents
1 day suspension

Two semesters of
75 or semester
reaching 100

Two semesters of
60 or semester
reaching 75

Two semesters of
45 or semester
reaching 60

Two semesters of
100 or failure to
pass probation.

Two semesters of
75 or failure to
pass probation.

Two semesters of
60 or failure to
pass probation.

125 (semester)

100 (semester)

75 (semester)

Probation
2 day suspension
Not Permitted Reenrollment
3 day suspension
Expulsion

Detention
Detention is 45 minutes after school. A demerit notice will be sent home to
the parents with the assigned detention. The student will return the signed
slip to their homeroom teacher. Failure to have a demerit form signed will
result in 2 additional demerits. Failure to report to detention will result in 2
demerits and an additional or rescheduled detention.
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Probation

Prohibited items

Students may be placed on probation for behavior/attitude problems or the
accumulation of demerits. The principal may require a weekly
counseling/accountability/encouragement session with the student. Students
on probation will be evaluated at the end of each semester. Probation is
normally for one semester only, but may be carried over at the discretion of
the administration.

1. Electronic toys and games

While on probation, the student may not be part of an interscholastic athletic
team, nor hold a class or school office. They may not represent the school in
a fine arts performance that focuses attention on the individual performer
(solo, speech, small group) or qualify for the valedictorian or salutatorian of
the senior class.

6. Illicit drugs, alcohol, tobacco

Suspension

10. Personal music devices

A student under suspension will be required to make up all work. They will
lose 2% points at the quarter for each academic class, e.g. if a student is
suspended for two days, this would result in a 4% loss for the quarter grade
for each class missed.

If in doubt, please contact the school office.

The suspension may be in-school or out of school, which would be
determined by the school principal.

Denied re-enrollment
A student may finish the current semester (provided the student stays under
the number of demerits for expulsion), but will be denied re-enrollment for
the next two semesters.

Expulsion
Should a student be expelled, he is not permitted on the campus or allowed
to attend school functions for one year without permission from the
principal. Of course, because the school is a ministry of Bethel Baptist
Church, there is no restriction from church functions. Expelled students are
denied re-enrollment for a minimum of the next two semesters.
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2. Role-playing games
3. Laser lights
4. Explosives of any type; matches/lighters
5. Rock music tapes, videos; CD’s
7. Books and magazines not pertaining to classroom use
8. Guns or knives (including play items)
9. Playing cards

Cell Phones
Students in grades 7-12 are permitted to bring cell phones to school,
however, the following guidelines must be observed:
1. Cell phones must be placed in the student’s locker prior to
homeroom, or when the student arrives at school, and must
remain in the locker until dismissal.
2. Phones may be used upon leaving the building at 3:30 p.m.
3. Locks will be required for lockers of students who choose to
bring cell phones.
4. The following consequences will be administered when a
student is discovered with a phone outside the locker during
school hours:
a. 5 demerits for the 1st offense and not permitted to
bring phone on campus.
b. 5 demerits for the 2nd offense and not permitted to
being phone on campus for one month.
c. 10 demerits for the 3rd offense and not permitted to
bring phone on campus for three months.
d. 10 demerits for the 4th offense and not permitted to
being phone on campus for the remainder of the
year.
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e. 10 demerits for texting and not permitted to bring
phone on campus for a to be determined amount of
time.

Lockers
1. Students in grades 7-12 must comply with the following
guidelines when decorating their lockers:
a. When posting pictures, use the following
guidelines:
i. No actors/actresses
ii. No persons with immodest clothing
iii. No pictures, phrases, or banners that reflect
a worldly culture
b. Avoid placing any banner/picture, etc., outside the
locker unless you have administrative approval.
2. Students should avoid placing anything in/on the locker that
would require rubbing or scrapping to remove.
3. Students should respect the privacy of another student’s
locker and should never enter a locker without permission
from that student.
4. Abusing the established policies for lockers will result in 5
demerits.
A student possessing or making pretense of using, possessing, or
encouraging others to use illegal narcotics or possessing any drug
paraphernalia on or off campus will be subject to expulsion from school.
Students involved in practical joking or general jesting about illegal drugs
will be subject to disciplinary action. Students who willfully withhold
knowledge of other students involved in illegal drug-related incidents will
also be subject to disciplinary action. The same will apply to student use or
knowledge of alcohol and immoral activity.

OUR ACADEMICS
Grading Scale for G1-G12
A
B
C

D
F

70-74
0-69

Self-government/general conduct criteria (G1-G6)
3
2
1

Outstanding
Does as expected
Needs improvement

Honor Roll
Grades used to determine eligibility are by core classes in the elementary.
Secondary eligibility is based on all required courses and academic
electives.
A student must maintain a 93% or better, with no grade below 85% for the
yearly averages, excluding music, physical education, computer, and
penmanship in grades 1-6, and excluding physical education, health, choir,
and band in grades 7-12.

Honorable Mention
A student must maintain an overall average of at least 88% with no grade
below 80% for the yearly averages, excluding music, physical education,
computer, and penmanship in grades 1-6, and excluding physical education,
health, choir, and band in grades 7-12.

Homework
Homework is an important part of the school program and should be a
wholesome, constructive activity designed to challenge and enrich the life of
every student. It is given for several reasons: for drill, practice, innovative
activity, remedial purposes, and for individual projects relating to school
studies. Teachers have been instructed as to the appropriate amounts of
homework per grade level. Each student is expected to successfully
complete his homework assignment each day.

93-100
85-92
75-84
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Promotion/Retention: Elementary (G1-G6) and Junior high (G7G8)
A student may be promoted if he completes the language arts and math
satisfactorily and has not failed more than one other subject. Parents may
request administrative approval for their child to attend summer school in
order to make up a course.

Classification of high school students (G9-G12):
Freshman

0.0-5.5 credits

Sophomore

5.75-11.0 credits

Junior

11.25-16.0 credits

Senior

16.25 and more credits

Valedictorian and Salutatorian criteria:
A student classified as a senior is eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian
honors. The following criteria must be met before consideration is given: (1)
student must attend their junior and senior year on a full time basis with a
minimum of five academic classes per year; (2) must be in a college prep
program that satisfies Bethel Christian School’s criteria as outlined in the
Parent-Student Handbook; (3) a student transferring from a Christian school,
private school, public school, or homeschool, into the ninth or tenth grade,
would be given credit comparable to the criteria established by Bethel
Christian School.

Graduation Requirements:
The following academic units are required for graduation from Bethel
Christian School.
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General Diploma
Bible ............................................................. 2 credits
English .......................................................... 4 credits
Mathematics .................................................. 3 credits
Science .......................................................... 3 credits
Social Studies ............................................... 4 credits
World Geography, World History, U.S. History,
U.S. Government/Economics
Worldviews ................................................... 1 credit*
Physical Education/Health ............................ 2 credits
Electives........................................................ 2.5 credits
Computer Applications ................................. 1 credit*
Speech ........................................................... .5 credit
Total .............................................................. 23 credits
*Senior requirement

College Preparatory Diploma
Bible ............................................................. 2 credits
English .......................................................... 4 credits
Mathematics .................................................. 3 credits*
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II
Science .......................................................... 3 credits*
Physical Science, Biological Science, Chemistry
Social Studies ............................................... 4 credits
World Geography, World History, U.S. History,
U.S. Government/Economics
Worldviews ................................................... 1 credit****
Foreign Language ......................................... 3 credits**
Physical Education/Health ............................ 2 credits
Electives........................................................ 1.5 credit
Computer Applications ................................. 1 credit****
Speech ........................................................... .5 credit
Total .............................................................. 25 credits
*State universities in Virginia require/recommend 4 credits
**Three years of one language or two years each of two languages
****Senior requirement
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Modified Standard Diploma
Bible ............................................................. 2 credits
English .......................................................... 4 credits
Mathematics .................................................. 3 credits
Consumer Math, Algebra I, Geometry
Science .......................................................... 2 credits
Physical Science, Biology
Social Studies ............................................... 2 credits
U.S. History/Virginia History
U.S. Government/Economics
Worldviews ................................................... 1 credit
Physical Education/Health ............................ 2 credits
Electives........................................................ 5 credits
Total .............................................................. 21 credits

The Modified Standard Diploma is intended for certain students at the
secondary level who have a disability and are unlikely to meet the credit
requirements for a General or College Preparatory Diploma.

Achievement testing (G1-G12)
Every year in the spring a nationally recognized standardized achievement
test is administered to all students in grades 1-12. While it is not the only
way to assess our school, it is an important method of evaluating our
students, the scope/sequence/content of our curriculum, and our teachers.

Dual Enrollment/Advanced Placement Classes
Students in grades 11-12 are permitted to take advantage of dual enrollment
upon approval of the school’s administration. Please check with the school
office for additional information. Advanced Placement classes can be
completed through Virtual Virginia with a partial scholarship awarded.

OUR PARENT/SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS
School Newsletter
Each month every household will receive a newsletter by mail. The
newsletter will contain information and updates about school activities. The
web site will also have the monthly newsletter and menu posted.

Weekly folders (K5-G6)
Each Monday teachers will send home folders with a letter explaining what
has been covered in class the previous week, what to expect in the future,
graded papers, and notices from the school office. Please check the contents
carefully, sign the folder, and have the child return it the next day.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled after the first grading periods.
Please consult the Calendar of Events for exact dates. Faculty members are
willing to schedule appointments with parents at other times when
necessary.

Online Grades
Grades can be viewed online for students in grades 4-12.

Web-Site
The web-site will give current information on its update page. Weekly tests
will also be listed on the site. You can also contact your child’s teacher via
e-mail on the faculty page. The site is www.bcshampton.org.

Contacting teachers
We ask that students not contact their teachers at home. Parents are
generally encouraged to contact teachers at school if they have questions or
concerns. Parents may contact teachers at home during evening hours if
absolutely necessary, but please use discretion. You may also e-mail them
through the school web site. Please make every effort to avoid using church
services as an avenue for a parent/teacher conference.
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Accurate records

Athletic eligibility (G5-G12)

It is important for your child’s welfare that we have a current phone number
where you or another responsible party can be reached in case of an
emergency. If you change jobs, addresses, or phone numbers, please notify
the school office as soon as possible.

Representing the school participation in interscholastic sports is a privilege
and places a great responsibility on the participant. The requirements for
eligibility are as follows:

Withdrawal from school
If for any reason a parent withdraws a student from school, the parent
should arrange an interview to complete the official withdrawal form. A
student is not considered officially dismissed until all school texts and
materials are returned to the school office and all accounts are current.
Academic records will not be released until that time.

Parent/student/office relationship
Teachers and students cannot leave the classroom for telephone calls. In
case of an emergency, the office will make arrangements for a return call as
soon as possible.

Transcripts
The first college transcript will be sent at no charge; thereafter, the charge
will be $3.00 for each additional transcript sent.

OUR STUDENT ACTIVITIES

1. An over-all academic average of 75% (based on the quarter grades at the
end of the 1st and 3rd quarter, and based on the semester grades at the
end of the 2nd and 4th quarter. Failing any subject automatically means
ineligibility. Eligibility will be determined after the report card markings
and every two/three weeks following. Home School students
participating in sports must follow the same guidelines.
2. In addition to grades, faculty members will complete an evaluation form
to check for proper student attitude. A student may be temporarily
removed from the team until behavior is corrected.
3. Exceptions may be made for students with documented learning
disabilities.

Fine arts (G4-G12)
In addition to the emphasis on our academics, BCS students participate in
the regional and state fine arts activities of the Old Dominion Association of
Church Schools. Students are involved in Bible knowledge, quizzing,
preaching, teaching, academics, music, speech, and art. State winners in
grades 9-12 are eligible for national competition with the American
Association of Christian Schools.

School Retreat (G7-G12)

National Beta Clubs (G6-G12)

Our school retreat is perhaps the most important event of the year for our
secondary students and is required for all 7-12 grade students. The retreat
fee is included in the tuition.

Students in grades 6-12 have the opportunity of being nominated for
membership in the National Beta Club. Nomination is based on Honor Roll
criteria along with considerations of Christian character and leadership.
Many colleges and universities throughout the country recognize the
organization.

Athletics (G5-G12)
BCS participates interscholastically on the secondary level within the
ODACS Association. Young ladies are involved in volleyball and
basketball. Young men are involved in soccer and basketball.
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Student Council (G7-G12)
Students in grades 7-12 are nominated and elected by their peers to serve on
the Student Council. This group is responsible for many school-wide
activities that generate school spirit and serve the community.
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The Junior Senior Formal (G10-G12)

On campus supervision

The following guidelines should be observed:
1. BCS students and their guests must be in grades 10-12 to attend
the event.
2. Guests must comply with the same dress standards as BCS
students; they must also meet the same spiritual guidelines as
outlined for BCS students.

All students on campus must be under adult supervision at all times and may
not wander around the property unattended. If students are not picked up by
3:45 p.m. for grades 1-12, they must go to EC.

Report Cards
Report cards will not be released until all fees are paid. Replacement cards
will cost $3.00

Gym Rules
For safety reasons, students may not play in the gymnasium without proper
supervision. In order to keep the floor clean, students are requested to walk
on the outside court unless involved in an official activity. Students may not
play on the court in “street shoes.”

Birthdays (G1-G12)
All parents wishing to celebrate birthdays may do so by sending cupcakes.
They will be given out during the regular lunch or snack time.

Lunches
Students may purchase lunch from the cafeteria or bring their own. Lunch
bags or boxes should be clearly marked with the student’s name. Lunch
boxes should not portray worldly themes.
Students may also secure a weekly or monthly ticket for the hot lunches
served at BCS.
Parents/grandparents may occasionally eat lunch with their children. Each
visitor should secure permission through the school office. Students who
have graduated from Bethel are permitted to each lunch with the students,
but they must comply with the school dress code. Active students who are
not students at Bethel may not join BCS students for lunch.
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Deportment at ball games
Our athletic program is important because it provides an outlet for physical
exercise with a tool to teach Christ-likeness in a valuable learning
environment. It also fosters a wholesome atmosphere for fun, fellowship,
encouragement, and school spirit for our school family.
Sporting events must be tempered with Spirit-produced self-control, both for
the athlete and the spectator. Booing, taunting, negative cheering, and verbal
and outward disagreement with an official’s decision are not consistent with
the character of Christ.

Extended Care (EC)
The facilities of the Bethel EC Center are modern, clean, and kept in a state
of good repair.
Food service is provided in a modern, commercial kitchen, which is
routinely inspected by the local health authorities as prescribed by law.
Kitchen personnel are screened, instructed, and approved by the local health
authorities.
All staff members are required to provide an annual statement by a
practicing physician, stating that they are free of any disability which would
prevent them from caring for children.
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Day Care hours are from 6:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. year round, except for
the following holidays: Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and the day after, 5-7
days during the Christmas holidays (which include Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day), Memorial Day and July 4th.
Since the Bethel EC Center is a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church, only
personnel who are members of the church and who meet certain high
standards are employed.
Personal attributes are among the most important qualifications for a staff
member. Only staff members who are dedicated Christians are hired to work
in the center.
EC is provided for BCS students age 3 through grade 6 who require arriving
early to school and leaving late from school. Breakfast will be available to
the EC students who arrive by 7:45 a.m. A lunch and snacks are provided
for students in grade K5, except for the “morning only” students. Please do
not send a lunch with your K5 student. Breakfast or snacks should not be
brought from home.
When school has an early dismissal, students in grades 1-6 who stay for
afternoon EC may bring a lunch or purchase a school lunch.
During the summer months, all EC students are served a lunch. Students in
grades 1-6 are permitted to bring money to buy snacks from the machines
during the EC afternoon snack time. Students are responsible for keeping up
with their own money.
For emergency use, an extra change of clothing for five year olds is required
to be kept in the student’s book bag.
State law requires all students to have on file in the school office School
Entrance Physical and Immunization Certificate, Form MCH 213B, before
admittance to any school program.

School Verse:

School mascot:
The Pilots

School colors:
Royal Blue and White
School Web Site:
www.bcshampton.org
Newsletter:
The BCS Pilot

Policy for Electronic Devices
Internet access is available to students at Bethel Christian School.
The Bethel Christian School network is intended for educational purposes.
Students are expected to follow the Biblical mandate to honor the Lord
Jesus Christ in everything including the use of technology.
All network activity is monitored and tracked. Access to online content via
the network is restricted in accordance with our policies and federal
regulations, such as the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA). Users are
expected to take reasonable safeguards against the transmission of
security threats over the school network, including not opening or
distributing infected or unknown files or programs. .exe files are never to
be opened. Below are additional provisions of the Bethel Christian School
Acceptable Use Policy:


Users must always follow the directives of the classroom teacher.



Students are to follow rules for good behavior and respectful
conduct online as offline.



Users shall not plagiarize content, including words or images, from
the internet.

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. III John 4
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Cyber-bullying is not tolerated. Harassing, impersonating, pranking
and stalking are examples of cyber-bullying.



Bethel Christian School makes a reasonable effort to ensure
students’ safety and security online, but will not be held
accountable for any harm or damages that result from school
network use.







Users may not bypass the BCS web filter or firewall through a web
proxy, 3G, 4G, Hotspot, or by any other means while on campus.
Users may not attempt to “jailbreak” or hack into other devices,
programs or networks.
Users are to alert school faculty or administration immediately of
any concerns for safety or security.



School-owned devices are password protected. Students are
prohibited from sharing their password with others.



On school-owned devices, students may not download programs or
music unless directed by or with the permission of BCS staff. On all
devices, sound must be muted at all times unless permission is
obtained from the teacher.



Students are not permitted to play games or engage in social
networking, or other off-task activities during class time.



It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that school work is not
lost due to mechanical failure, failure to back-up files or accidental
deletion.
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BCS makes no guarantee that the school network will be running
100% of the time.



Devices and their content may be inspected at any time.



Visiting inappropriate or immoral websites is prohibited.

Violations of this Acceptable Use Policy may have disciplinary
repercussions, including but not limited to:


Suspension of network, technology, or computer privileges



Notification of parents



Demerits, detention or suspension from school and school-related
activities



Legal action and/or prosecution

This handbook is subject to change without notice by the school’s governing
body.
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