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Welcome 
Welcome to Bethel Christian School! Since 1972, BCS has assisted parents in equipping young 
people with the tools they need to successfully serve Christ. Thank you for allowing us to 
minister to your family! 

We are the Pilots! As a pilot to a ship, we depend on the Lord to pilot us as we seek to work 
together to train young people for His glory. Staff, like parents and churches, pilot children to 
“train them up in the way they should go (Proverbs 14:6).” Finally, students develop and 
become prepared to pilot others to see them “brought up under the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord (Ephesians 6:4).” Our school colors are royal blue and white. 

This handbook is the framework from which all of us can work together for the glory of God at 
BCS. It is necessary to have consistent, written standards communicated so that all of us can 
work together as a team. Together, we can achieve great things! 

History of Bethel Christian School 
After the establishment of Bethel Baptist Church in 1968, the Lord began to move among the 
hearts of the church members to establish a Christian school where their children could receive 
a quality education while also being taught the principles of God’s Word. In the spring of 1972, 
after much prayer and consideration, the members of Bethel Baptist Church, under the 
direction pastor Gene H. Parisher, began to make plans for the opening of a Christian school. 
Mrs. Wendy Cooper volunteered to be the only teacher, the bus driver, and the school’s 
coordinator. “I consider it a privilege to have been the first teacher of Bethel Christian School. It 
has been a joy to see the school grow under God’s blessings.” 

In the fall of 1972, Bethel Christian School opened its doors to 9 four and five-year old students. 
Through much prayer and with God’s continual guidance, BCS had a successful first year. A 
three-year old program was added the next year as well as plans for an educational building. 
Mr. Ed Curtis became the first principal of BCS and remained until 1976. Grade 1 was added in 
1974 and a new grade was added each year until 12th grade was reached. Mr. Dave Nobles 
became principal until 1978, and Mr. Rick Jaggers became principal in 1978. In 1980, Mr. Lloyd 
Donica came to Bethel and became principal. Enrollment rose to 250 and a new educational 
wing was completed in 1984. The school mascot became the “Pilots” and the yearbook became 
the Anchor. Mr. Charles Sartor became principal in 1990. Mr. James Garriss became principal in 
1993. Crystal Parisher was the first student to complete all grades at BCS. 

Bethel Baptist Church built the Family Life Center addition in 1997. The facility houses the gym, 
locker rooms, commercial kitchen, science lab and computer lab. Mrs. Debbie Donica was 
principal for the 2001-2002 school year. Mr. Robert Brinkley then became principal and served 
until May 2019. 

A new auditorium was built in 2017. The facility is used for church services and for school 
programs and the school orchestra/band is housed in its balcony. 
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A Ministry of Bethel Baptist Church 
Vision Statement 

BCS is a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church. We mirror its active vision for our families and for 
our community: 

 
Driven by the Glory of God: The reason for our existence is to glorify God, for He, as our 
Creator, is worthy of glory, honor, and praise. Therefore, Bethel Christian School passionately 
and deliberately draws attention to God in everything. 

Passionate for the Gospel: There is no greater way to glorify God than to point people to Jesus 
Christ. Because of His gospel, we should be humbled at the love, grace, mercy, holiness, and 
character of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Therefore, Bethel Christian School intentionally 
focuses on and shares Christ at every opportunity. 

Motivated by Grace: Bethel Christian School desires to create a fertile environment for 
students to become more like Christ. Living in grace is not a liberty that allows a believer to 
choose a lifestyle independent of the Scriptures, nor is it reduced to a list of rules to gain favor 
with God. Growing in grace is a process that involves God the Holy Spirit working in each 
believer’s life to grow him into mature faith. It is our desire to provide an environment which 
challenges young believers to hunger and thirst after righteousness. 

Product and Process 

A graduate of Bethel Christian School will be thoroughly equipped to perform every good work 
which God has tasked him/her to do in the world (2 Timothy 3:16-17). To meet this product 
goal, BCS has a thoroughly Christ-centered, biblically-integrated curriculum and program taught 
by loving, mentoring Christian staff. This is our distinctive and is pursued passionately. 

Articles of Faith 

1. We believe the Bible is the verbally inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God and is to be 
accepted as the final authority on all matters on which it speaks, whether directly or 
indirectly, implicitly or explicitly.  

2. We believe in one God, eternally existent in three Persons – God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit.  

3. We believe God created man in His own image and for His own pleasure; but that man, a free 
moral agent, chose to disobey God, thereby bringing sin upon the whole race.  

4. We believe in the deity of Christ, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His miracles, His vicarious 
and atoning death on the cross, His bodily resurrection from the dead, and His ascension to 
the right hand of the Father.  
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5. We believe eternal life belongs to those who repent of sin and put their faith in Jesus Christ, 
and that there is no other means whereby man can be saved.  

6. We believe the local church, made up of born-again, baptized believers, is God’s means of 
carrying out the Great Commission (making disciples, baptizing them, and teaching them – 
Matthew 28:19-20).  

7. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is 
enabled to live a godly life.  

8. We believe in the Second Coming of Christ for His church and His subsequent coming with 
His church in power and great glory.  

9. We believe in the resurrection of the saved unto life everlasting, and the resurrection of the 
lost unto everlasting damnation.  

10. We believe the term marriage has only one meaning and that is marriage is sanctioned by 
God which joins one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in 
Scripture. We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and 
woman who are married to each other. We believe that any form of sexual immorality is sinful 
and offensive to God.  

Philosophy, Purpose, and Scope 

Bethel Christian School works with the home and the church to prepare the student for adult 
service in the Lord’s kingdom. As referred to in Luke 2:52, there are four areas of development 
in which we seek to assist: 

Academic Growth 
“Wisdom”  

Physical Growth 
“Stature” 

Spiritual Growth 
“In favor with God” 

Social Growth 
“Favor with man” 

Admission 
Bethel Christian School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin to all 
rights, privileges, programs, and activities made available to students at the school. It does not 
discriminate based on race, color, or national or ethnic origin in administration of its 
educational policies, admission policies or programs.  

Students are admitted on the family’s desire for a Christ-centered education.  
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New students are enrolled with the assumption that the information submitted at the time of 
application is complete and accurate. Students may be unenrolled should there be significant 
misstatements or omissions made. 

All effort will be made to assist new students in acclimating to the school. BCS loves its students 
and wants what is best for them. Should there be serious academic, mental, or spiritual issues 
evident, BCS will attempt to accommodate. If these challenges cannot be met by the school the 
child will need to be withdrawn. 

After some time, it may become apparent that the child would best be served by taking an 
educational assessment, granting minor accommodations, or changing to a different grade 
level. The educational team will collaborate to reach a consensus as to the best approach. 

Procedure 

1. Apply online or in-person and pay the application fee. 
2. Tour the facility. 
3. Meet with the principal. Students in 7th-12th grade need to meet as well. 
4. Agree to the school’s policies and standards. 
5. Complete any required testing. 
6. Complete and submit all documents. 

Reenrollment 

Forms and fees for reenrollment need to be complete for the process to become finalized. 

Parental Responsibilities 
For BCS to be most effective in partnering with families, parents/guardians need to meet 
certain obligations. With a right spirit, we will work together in fulfilling our mission to the 
benefit of your children. As parents/guardians, we desire for you to: 

1. pray regularly for the BCS staff. 

2. do your best to cooperate fully with the educational program of BCS, endeavoring to have 
your children well-rested and prepared for class each day and to help them cultivate a love 
for the Lord Jesus Christ and Christian education.  

3. ensure faithful, on-time attendance by your children unless sickness or emergencies prevent 
you from doing so. 

4. pay all financial obligations to BCS on time. If for whatever reason you are unable to do this, 
you shall notify the school in advance, seeking grace when needed. Please understand that 
the school cannot operate without all families meeting their obligations on time.  

5. volunteer to help with school functions.  

6. attend all relevant events as much as possible.  

7. bring questions and concerns to the appropriate BCS staff. Consider other’s views before 
judging them and accept that your child’s perspective may not be completely accurate. You 
should resolve these matters quickly in the spirit of Matthew 18. 



9 | P a g e  
 

Financial Policies 

Bethel Christian School cannot operate without the timely receipt of tuition and fee payments. 
Our staff depend upon their paychecks to meet the needs of their families and to maintain a 
solid testimony in the community. BCS does not receive government funding and avoids the 
strings that would come attached with such funding.  

Tuition and fees are due before the start of school; however, we have convenient monthly 
payment plans to help make attendance affordable. A tuition discount is given to encourage 
payment of all tuition and fees by August 1. Those choosing a monthly payment plan are 
required to have the August tuition and fee payment made prior to the child beginning school. 
FACTS is used for tuition management. Late tuition and fee payments carry late fees. Unpaid 
tuition requires removal of the student from school. Please see the specific financial forms that 
accompany the enrollment and reenrollment procedures for details.  

Volunteering 

BCS cannot function successfully without the help of many parents and others who volunteer. 
We are thankful for all our volunteers. Below are some areas in which volunteers are needed. 

Room Parent (K3-6) 
Recess Chaperone 
Field Trip Chaperone 
Office Help 
Fund Raising Events 
School Program Helper 
Library Helper 

Communication 
When the people were acting disobediently by building the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11), God 
said that their efforts would succeed unless He intervened. He did so by disrupting their 
communication system. Chaos ensued, and the people were scattered. The devil seeks to 
disrupt families and ministries the same way. BCS recognizes the essential need to 
communicate with families so that disruptions are minimal and teamwork is achieved. 

FACTS and ParentsWeb 

Our database is filled with information for your benefit. Use FACTS and ParentsWeb to make 
payments, view grades and calendars, and see general communication from teachers and 
administration. FACTS is the first place to go when you have a question about anything BCS. 

To send digital information to the correct addresses and phone numbers, families must keep all 
personal and contact information current. Additionally, changes in student’s permissions, 
medications, emergency contacts, or other needs must be updated immediately. We want your 
children safe, and we want you to be informed. Most updating should be handled directly on 
FACTS. Contact the office if you need assistance. 
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Push notifications will be sent primarily through text and email using the FACTS/ParentsWeb 
system. Emergency closings and delays will be communicated through ParentsWeb. 

Weekly Folders 

Students in K5-5 receive their folders containing their work and any staff written 
communication each Friday. Please check its contents, sign, and return the empty folder the 
next school day (Monday). 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

At least one regularly-scheduled conference day is provided in the fall of the school year 
(Columbus Day). Please take advantage of this day to meet with your child’s teachers. Requests 
for a conference with a teacher can be made at any time throughout the school year. 
Communicate with the teacher directly to schedule those conferences. 

bcshampton.org 

Our website has useful information and is provided in both computer and mobile formats. 

Contact Info 

Apart from FACTS and ParentsWeb, BCS is available by calling 757.826.7711 or by our email 
address bcs@bbmva.org. Specific staff may be emailed by typing in their first initial, last name 
@bbmva.org. Although all staff are here to serve you, please be considerate of their personal 
time. All emails and phone calls will be responded to within one business day.  

Questions, Comments, & Concerns 

The biblical and therefore best way to quickly have issues resolved is to go to the source. Please 
contact the teacher if you have a question or concern about your child’s academic, social, and 
spiritual needs. Should you not obtain satisfaction after communicating with the teacher, 
please contact the principal. All inquiries will be responded to within one business day of your 
communication.  

BCS trains students to use these principles from Matthew 18 to address conflicts and 
encourages parents to reinforce them at home. 

Memberships and Associations 
Bethel Christian holds membership with the following organizations: 

Old Dominion Association of Church Schools-The state association which hosts both the athletic 
league and fine arts competition, and watches over our interests in Richmond 

American Association of Christian Schools-The national organization of which ODACS is a part. 
AACS hosts the national fine arts competition and watches over our interests in Washington, DC 

National Beta Club-an honor association for students in the upper school whose academics, 
character, and leadership earn them membership. BCS students in Beta Club serve as the 
school’s student council. 

mailto:bcs@bbmva.org
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Health and Safety 
The safety of our students is of primary importance to us. We want not only our students to 
feel safe, but to be safe. This consideration is used to help determine our admissions process, 
code of conduct, facility accessibility, and the execution of all programs. All staff and coaches 
are screened.  

Students at Bethel Christian School are always under required adult supervision. Students on 
campus after hours without their parent/guardian will be sent to extended care and parents 
will be charged accordingly. 

Sometimes, particularly in recess or physical education, activities that are reasonably safe result 
in a mishap occurring. We are committed to providing a safe atmosphere and campus but 
cannot guarantee that injuries or other detrimental situations will not occur.  

Building Access 

The building can only be accessed via the school office/EC entrance located on the back side of 
campus. Students are instructed not to open any outside doors for anyone.  

Safety Drills 

BCS conducts safety drills to prepare for an extreme weather or domestic event. These drills 
include: 

Fire Drills 
Tornado Drills 
Lockdown: outside event drill 
Lockdown: inside event (active shooter) 
Traffic Patterns 

The school campus has directional signs located throughout the parking lot. It is always 
important to follow the directions on the signs to help keep our children safe.  

The car line begins on the southern entrance Briarfield side of the parking lot, and children are 
picked up and dropped off under the canopy located there. All must follow the directions of 
school staff in traffic flow and entering/exiting vehicles. Travel our parking lots and car lines 
with care! Always be on the lookout for children. 

Student Accident/Illness 

Parents will be contacted when a child has been injured while in the care of the school. A minor 
injury will require an email or written communication; a more serious injury will require 
immediate contact through phone. If the accident requires immediate attention beyond what 
can be offered by our staff, emergency personnel will be contacted as well as the parent. 

A student who is ill should not be brought to school if the fever is beyond 99.5 degrees, if 
vomiting has occurred, if there is a severe cough or drainage, or if there is a communicable 
disease. The student may return after 24 hours from the last occurrence, high temperature 
reading, or the administration of antibiotics. Parents should exercise discernment for other 
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situations.  A child who becomes sick during the school day will be quarantined from other 
students and will need to be picked up immediately. 

All medication, whether prescribed or over-the-counter, must be kept in the school office and 
will be administered by approved personnel. Parents must keep the student’s medical record 
up-to-date on ParentsWeb. 

Mandatory Reporting 

All teachers and day care workers in Virginia are required mandatory reporters for suspected 
child abuse and neglect. BCS staff will abide by these requirements and will not notify parents 
should a report be filed. 

School Closing/Delay 

School may be closed or delayed for weather-related events. Our campus is in evacuation zone 
A. Should the government or safety authorities determine it is necessary to evacuate we will 
close school until given clearance to reopen. Parents should exercise care and discernment 
regarding weather and road conditions when deciding whether it is safe for travel. 

When school was scheduled but closed due to these events, students in the upper school may 
receive assignments digitally to be worked on at home. Assignments will be sent via 
ParentsWeb. 

Spiritual Program 
The entire BCS experience is spiritual in nature. Whether in the classroom, on the stage, in the 
lunchroom, on the ball court, or any other situation, students are immersed with a biblical 
worldview, with the emphasis on our vision and mission.  

Classroom 

Classes are managed and taught with a biblical worldview. Teachers love their students as they 
are treated as God’s children. Students are taught to love each other as siblings in Christ. 
Subjects are taught with the Bible as truth and the lens from which the curriculum is 
administered. 

Chapel 

Chapel is held once a week in elementary and twice per week in the upper school. Biblical 
teaching and preaching take place. 

Bible Class 

Bible class is used to teach truths as they are directly found in God’s Word. Bible “stories” are 
taught as real historical events with important life lessons for today. Students are encouraged 
to read the Bible on their own and to grow spiritually as they allow the Holy Spirit to change 
them into Christlikeness. 
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Extra-Curricular Activities 

A good program, whether academic, athletic, or arts, will glorify God in its instruction, 
implementation, and presentation. We will not have the program or event if we cannot glorify 
God through it. 

Academic Program 
Our academic program begins in K3 and continues through high school graduation. Our 
graduated students have a history of academic success in college, of competency in the 
workplace, and in engaging adult life activities. 

Elementary 

Learning about how to function in the world as a Christian is emphasized. Language, reading 
and math are our core subjects. Bible, history/social studies, science, spelling, technology, 
physical education and Spanish are introduced and developed. Music is taught in the classroom 
and with our music teacher, and students perform in our programs. Students are encouraged to 
develop a love for learning, especially reading. A special SSR (Sustained Silent Reading) program 
is held during the week. The Bible and biblical principles are foundational to all subjects taught. 
Both progress and achievement are celebrated. Although we grade some subjects, the 
emphasis is on learning, not the report card grade.  

A peer-mentoring program is used with our K5 and 6th grade. The older students serve as “big 
brothers” and “big sisters” to our K5 students and help them on occasion throughout the week 
by reading to them and assisting with projects. This program aids the 6th graders in leadership 
development, and it aids the K5 students in their academic and social development. 

All academic assignments are required to be completed by the student, unless directed 
otherwise by the assigning teacher. Penalties for late work due to unexcused absences will be 
assessed. Homework and projects may be completed with parental supervision and assistance, 
but they may not be completed by the parent. Allow your child to produce his/her own work, 
even if it means possible failure. We cannot properly assess your child’s competency and 
address needs if his/her work is done by others. 

Secondary 

We have a college-preparatory program. Development in communications, math, science, 
history/social studies, health, physical education, technology, and the arts continues. Bible or 
chapel begin each day and biblical principles are integrated in all subjects. Our sports, speech 
and music programs have earned numerous awards at the local, state, and national level. The 
emphasis is on learning and not the letter grade. 

All assigned academic work is required to be completed by the student, unless directed 
otherwise by the assigning teacher. Late work, whether due to an unexcused absence or a 
suspension, will receive an academic penalty for each day late.  
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Standardized Testing 

Each spring the Iowa Assessments test is administered to grades K5-10. This nationally 
recognized achievement test has a history of accurately measuring academic growth in 
students. The Cognitive Abilities Test is given to students in odd-year grades and is used to help 
measure the ability of the student to perform in school. The PSAT is given to 11th graders and 
includes the NMSQT. They also take the ASVAB, a required military test that has an effective 
career assessment component. Seniors are required to take the ACT and have the scores sent 
to the office prior to graduation. 

Assessments 

Homework 
When used efficiently, homework is an important component of the school program. 
Homework is given sparingly in the primary grades and should not be a significant part of the 
middle schooler’s evening. Generally, we subscribe to the 10-minute rule for elementary school 
(no more than 10 minutes for a 1st grader, 30 minutes for a 3rd grader, etc). If your child is 
spending a significant amount of time doing homework, contact the teacher. High school 
students may spend more time on homework as required to justify the credits earned for the 
course. 

Homework may be graded if the assignment is a reinforcement of material already covered. It 
will not be graded if it is new, exploratory material but will be checked for completion and 
effort.  

A student may require assistance from a parent. The parent is not to do the assignment for 
his/her child.  

Quizzes 
Quizzes could be unannounced or announced, used to assess the student’s preparation for the 
day, or to preview the student’s readiness for an upcoming test. 

Tests 
Tests are major assignments, usually given within the school day. Tests assess the student’s 
mastery of previously learned material. 

Projects and Reports 
Students will complete other graded work throughout the year. Often these assignments span 
multiple days and require work outside the classroom in addition to their regular homework. 
Students demonstrate their ability to construct something that is worthwhile and true to what 
they have been taught. 

Exams 

Semester exams assess the student’s mastery of the subject matter spanning the previous 
semester. The semester exam is worth 10% of the semester grade for the class. Students are 
exempt from the semester exam provided they have earned an A for the semester and have 
fewer than 5 tardies or absences from that class.  
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Grading Scale 

A 100-93 
B 92-85 
C 84-75 
D 74-70 
F 69-0 

Promotion/Retention 

Students up through 7th grade are promoted provided they not fail more than one subject, 
unless that subject is English or math, which are both required as passing grades for promotion. 
Summer school is an option for students who fail one required subject or two other subjects. 

Honor Rolls 

The All A honor roll is for students earning all A’s in all BCS subjects for the year. The A/B honor 
roll is for students earning all A’s and B’s in all BCS or approved college/dual enrollment 
subjects for the year. 

High School Classification 

Freshman less than 5.75 credits 
Sophomore 5.75-11 credits 
Junior 11.25-16 credits 
Senior above 16 credits 

Graduation Requirements 

BCS Standard Diploma BCS Advanced Studies Diploma 

Subject Total Credits  Subject Total Credits 

Bible (taken each year in BCS) 2  Bible (taken each year in BCS) 2 

English 4  English  4 

Math 3  Math 4 

Lab/Computer Science 3  Lab/Computer Science 4 

Social Science 4  Social Science 4 

PE/Health 2  PE/Health 2 

Personal Finance & Economics 1  Personal Finance & Economics 1 

World Language 2  World Language 3 

Completed and Received ACT 
Test Scores 

  Completed and Received ACT 
Test Scores 

 

BCS Full Time Student Senior 
Year 

  BCS Full time student senior 
year 
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Valedictorian and Salutatorian Criteria 

1. Full time BCS student both junior and senior years 
2. Advanced Studies diploma program 
3. GPA based on BCS or approved college/dual-enrollment credits earned 
4. Tie-breaker (listed in the order considered) 

a. Total number of BCS earned credits 
b. Total number of approved college/dual enrollment credits earned 
c. Highest numerical grade in English for combined junior and senior years 

5. If no one meets the above criteria, the selections will be based upon a standard diploma 
program 

Transcripts 

Often colleges will request transcripts before the student has completed his/her senior year. 
We will send one transcript to each applied school prior to graduation and one final transcript 
to the institution the graduate has been accepted to. Transcript requests must be made with at 
least 48 hours’ notice. It is the responsibility of the family to keep abreast of all institutional and 
scholarship requirements. Diplomas and final transcripts will not be sent until all financial and 
academic obligations have been completed. Transcripts to be mailed require the family to 
submit a properly addressed and stamped envelope to the office for processing. 

Extended Care 
BCS offers extended care to families who need their children supervised beyond the normal 
school day. The morning care program begins at 6:30am and continues until 7:45am, with a 
breakfast available. The afternoon program begins at the end of the school day and ends by 
6pm. There are extra fees for this service that may be contracted or charged on a drop-in basis.  

Students in K3-K5 receive lunch as part of their extended care program. 

Lunch Program 
Students in grades 1-12 may bring their own lunches to school, or they may purchase a lunch 
from our commercial kitchen as an additional charge to the regular program. Discounted lunch 
tickets are available. 

If a special birthday treat is desired, parents may leave it with the teacher or come serve it to 
the class during their scheduled lunchtime. Parents and grandparents are welcome to eat lunch 
with their children. Everyone must check in through the school office before they may interact 
with children. School age students not attending BCS may not come for lunch, unless they are 
visiting for part of the day as a prospective student and have prior approval from 
administration. 
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Athletic Program 
Participating in the BCS athletic program has these benefits: 

1. Students develop their God-given talents in physical ability. 
2. Teamwork, humility, discipline, and glorifying God in success and in failure are learned. 
3. Students learn healthy competition life skills. 
4. Students, coaches, and fans learn how to use athletics to communicate the gospel and 

to glorify God in the community. 

We are a member of the Old Dominion Association of Church Schools athletic league. We play 
most of our games within this league, but we also play many games locally with other schools. 
Our interscholastic sports program begins in 6th grade. In the fall, our school has a boys’ soccer 
team and girls’ volleyball teams. In the winter both boys and girls play basketball. 

Athlete Participation 

Before an athlete may participate, the athletic fee must be paid and the student must have an a 
valid sports physical (passed within the current year). It is recommended that the physical take 
place during the summer prior to the first practice. Only those with a current and cleared sports 
physical on file in the school office will be permitted to dress-out and participate. 

The athlete must be academically eligible to continue participation. Athletes must maintain a C 
average in all subjects. A D in an academic subject must be offset by a B or higher in another 
academic subject. No athlete will participate with an academic subject grade of F. Ineligible 
players should take the time that was used for athletics to work toward academic 
improvement. An ineligible player will remain ineligible until the grade improves to a C or 
better. The minimum ineligibility period will be 5 academic days. 

Participation on a team requires commitment as it is one of the life lessons learned though the 
activity. All practices must be attended with the expectation of full participation unless 
medically unable. Uncommitted athletes will not remain on the team. 

Athletes will ride on school-supplied vehicles to all games. Parents should notify the coach 
should they desire their child to ride home with them from the game. 

Parents are encouraged to communicate with coaches should there be a desire to help or if 
there are concerns. 

Fan Participation 

A “packed house” of BCS fans help make the sporting experience fun and enjoyable. All fans are 
to focus their energy in rooting for our team through encouragement. Good sportsmanship 
respects the efforts of the other team and shows empathy when any player is injured. Negative 
comments, including booing, are never appropriate towards the referees or toward either 
team. Allow our qualified and experienced coaches to do their jobs and accomplish the task at 
hand. 
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Fine Arts Program 
Bethel Christian School has a history of superb fine arts. We have won numerous awards at the 
state and national level. Students are taught vocal music beginning in kindergarten and 
instrumental music beginning in 4th grade.  

Attendance 
School Hours 

Academic: Extended Care: 
K3-K5: 8am-noon 6:30am-7:45am & noon-6pm 
1st-12th Grades: 8:10am-3:30pm 6:30am-7:45am & 3:30-6pm 
Students arriving prior to 7:45am need to be dropped off at the EC/school office. The drop-in 
EC fee will be assessed. From 7:45am-8:09am students need to be dropped off at the canopy on 
the Briarfield side of campus. Staff monitors will be present and will direct the students. At 8am 
students will proceed to their homeroom locations. 

Students need to be picked up at the close of school. Any students remaining after 3:45 will be 
sent to EC and the family will be charged. Parents/guardians may not come to the office to pick 
up their children within 15 minutes of dismissal. 

Students need to arrive in dress code. 

Tardy Policy 

1. Students arriving in their homeroom after 8:09 will be marked tardy. Please have your 
children here on time and make provision for potential delays in traffic. 

2. Any student arriving after 10am or leaving before 1:45pm will be marked ½ day absent. 

Excused/Unexcused Absences/Tardies 

Excused 
1. Physical illness or injury.  

a. Students are not permitted to attend school with a fever over 99.5⁰. 
b. Students are not permitted to attend school with an infectious disease until after 

taking antibiotics for 24 hours or after clearance from a physician. 
c. Students are not permitted to attend school if their condition would cause other 

students to get sick. 
2. Death in the immediate family 
3. Medical appointment 
4. Court appearance 
5. Prior approval from administration for a situation not listed above. Contact the office 

should you desire approval for an upcoming absence. Up to 5 days may be requested. 
Approval will not be granted during the following portions of the school year: 

a. Prior to Labor Day 
b. During semester exams 
c. During Iowa (standardized) testing week 
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6. Known traffic incidents (not the typical Hampton Roads traffic situations) 
7. Unsafe road hazards due to winter weather 

Students are marked “unexcused” until a valid communication is received from the parent for 
an excusable absence/tardy. Students with more than 12 absences (excused or unexcused) may 
be retained in the same grade the following year. 

Unexcused 
1. Student willfully absent with or without the parent’s permission 
2. No parental communication regarding the absence/tardy 
3. Any other reason other than what is listed under the excused category 

The administration determines whether a tardy or absence is excused. Each absence, excused 
or unexcused, needs to have a parent communicate immediately either directly or through 
ParentsWeb the reason for the absence. All tardies and absences are marked unexcused until a 
valid communication from the child’s parent is obtained. BCS sponsored trips are not counted 
as absences. 

Students will receive the number of days absent to make up missed work. Work must be made 
up regardless of the type of the absence. Unexcused tardies and absences result in academic 
penalties should the work be turned in after the time it was originally due. 

When a student in grades 4-12 attend their church’s special meetings during the academic 
week, the student will be permitted to receive the number of days excused from academic 
work to make up the work missed. 

More than 5 unexcused absences in a semester may result in expulsion. 

Procedures and Requirements 
Students absent from school (except for a death in the family or an appointment not involving 
an illness) are not permitted to attend after school events that day. This includes athletic 
events. Students must attend at least 5.5 hours of that school day to be eligible to participate. 

It is the parent’s responsibility to ensure the student arrives to school on time. Additionally, 
early dismissal may be necessary due to appointments, but may not be granted within 15 
minutes of the regular dismissal. Please wait in car line for your student. 

Student Withdrawal 
Communication is essential for the withdrawal process to go smoothly. 

The school should be notified immediately when the decision to withdraw is made. We ask that 
you contact us should the decision be affected by anything specifically related to BCS. We 
desire to continue to minister to your family if at all possible. 

All financial and academic obligations must be met, and the withdrawal form completed and 
signed before a withdrawal is finalized, and records are sent to the next school. 
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Student Dress Requirements 
As an academic ministry of Bethel Baptist Church, BCS desires to have a school environment 
conducive to the spiritual and academic growth of each student. 

This dress code is constructed using the principles of modesty, appropriateness, and 
conservatism. Questions as to the acceptability of a certain dress should be asked of the 
administration before wearing it to school. Administration may require a student to change, 
even if it requires clothing brought from home, before he/she is permitted to resume school 
activity for the day. Special occasions may require different dress than what is given below. It is 
the parent’s responsibility to ensure his/her child meets dress code before arrival to campus. 

Girls General Requirements (to be followed in all situations) 

Hair: feminine style, neat, natural color 
Piercings/body art/tattoos:  

Only ear piercings permitted.  
New students with tattoos need to have them covered if possible 

Undergarments required: proper, covered (no visible areas showing) 
Cleavage and midriff not visible at any time, whether stationary or in movement 
Camisoles are not to be worn as an outer garment 
Minimum length for skirts and dresses is touching the knee with slits no shorter than 2” 
above the knee 
No displays representing pop music, R or M rated media, or companies, cultures, or 
movements outspokenly opposed to Christian beliefs 

Girls Class Attire: 1st-6th grade 
In addition to the General Requirements, the class attire for girls in elementary includes 

Pants, skirts, or dresses  
Jeans, yoga (compression pants, leggings), pajama or wind pants are not 
permitted. Compression style clothing may be worn underneath other clothing 
that meets BCS dress code. 

Shirts/blouses must have sleeves 
No holes, ripped, torn, or cut clothing 
Clothing needs to fit properly: neither sagging nor skin tight 
Shoes are required. Flip flops, slippers, or similar styles are not permitted 
Makeup is not permitted. 

Girls Class Attire: 7th-12th grade 
In addition to the General Requirements, the class attire for upper school girls is to have a 
business casual look. This means 

Pants, skirts, or dresses required 
1. Pants are to be business casual, khaki style or dress pants 
2. Jeans, denim, athletic bottoms (athleisure, leggings), or pajama style bottoms 

are not permitted. Compression clothing/leggings may only be worn 
underneath other clothing that meets BCS dress code 
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Shirts/blouses must have sleeves 
T-shirts may only be worn underneath other clothing that meets BCS dress code 
No holes, ripped, torn, or cut clothing 
Clothing needs to fit properly: neither sagging nor skin tight 
Shoes are required. Flip flops, slippers, or similar styles are not permitted 

Girls Casual Attire: All grades 
In addition to the General Requirements, the casual attire for girls is that they may wear tshirts 
and jeans that are fitted properly (neither sagging nor skin tight) and wind pants. Attending 
athletic events, select field trips or other activities are included. It will be announced when 
casual activity attire is permitted with administrative approval. 

Girls Athletic/PE Attire: All grades 
In addition to the General Requirements, girls appropriate athletic/PE attire will be determined 
by the athletic director, head coach, or PE teacher under the guidance of the administration. 

Wind/track pants or shorts are permitted, provided the length at least approaches the 
knee but no shorter than two inches above the knee. 

Compression bottoms/leggings by themselves are not permitted. Shorts or pants must 
be worn on top. 

When participating in an ODACS athletic competition, “Girls are required to wear knee-
length culottes or loose fitting, knee-length sporting shorts for all sporting events. No 
pants may be worn. Lady coaches must wear knee length skirts or dresses.” (ODACS 
Athletic Manual 2018-2019) 

Boys General Requirements (to be followed in all situations) 

Hair: neat, conservative, natural color, off the eyes, ears and collar 
Facial hair is not permitted 
Piercings/body art/tattoos are not permitted. New students with tattoos need to have 
them covered if possible 
No displays representing pop music, R or M rated media, or companies, cultures, or 
movements outspokenly opposed to Christian beliefs 

Boys Class Attire: 1st-6th Grade 
In addition to the General Requirements, the class attire for 1st-6th grade boys includes:  

Pants are required and must fit properly. Sweat or pajama pants are not permitted 
Compression clothing may only be worn under other clothing that otherwise meets BCS 
dress code 
Shirts must have sleeves 
No holes, ripped, torn, or cut clothing 
Shoes are required. Flip flops, slippers, or similar styles are not permitted  
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Boys Class Attire: 7th-12th Grade 
In addition to the General Requirements, the class attire for upper school boys is to have a 
business casual look. This means 

Khaki-style or dress pants required 
Athletic style pants are not permitted 
Skinny pants, sagging pants, pajama style pants are not permitted 
Underwear is not to be visible 

Compression clothing may only be worn under other clothing that meets BCS dress code 
Collared shirts with sleeves required 
No holes, ripped, torn, or cut clothing 
Shoes are required. Flip flops, slippers, or similar styles are not permitted 

Boys Casual Attire: All Grades 
In addition to the General Requirements, the casual attire for boys is that they may wear tshirts 
and jeans or wind/track pants. Attending athletic events, select field trips or other activities are 
included. It will be announced when casual activity attire is permitted with administrative 
approval. 

Boys Athletic/PE Attire: All Grades 
In addition to the General Requirements, athletic/PE attire will be determined by the athletic 
director, head coach, or PE teacher under the guidance of the administration. 

Student Conduct 
Love God and love your neighbor are the two main relationship principles in Scripture. At BCS, 
we desire everyone to exhibit these traits, so the conduct policy is designed to aid in these 
pursuits. Additionally, BCS needs to have rules and regulations to make a good academic, 
spiritual, and social experience possible. 

BCS discipline is not constructed as a means of punishment. Our core discipline principles are: 

1. Loving the one needing correcting (Matthew 7:12; 22:36-40) 
2. Shaping into self-discipline (1 Corinthians 11:31-32) 
3. Restoration (Galatians 6:1) 
4. Pointing the offender to Christ (Isaiah 53:5) 

Discipline and Mentorship Program: Grades 1-6 

For most situations, the classroom teacher will discipline. The purpose of the discipline is to 
steer the student towards loving God and loving others. Sometimes a gentle reminder will be all 
that is necessary. Repeated or more severe offenses will result in other penalties. Counseling is 
always a part of this process. Parents will receive communication when their child repeatedly or 
severely violates the principle of love. The principal may become involved should the offense go 
beyond what the teacher can adequately deal with. Parents will receive immediate 
communication and may be needed to come to school to deal with their child directly. 

Remind and reinforce the principle of keeping hands to self and speaking kindly to all. Bullying 
in any form is not tolerated and will be dealt with in a loving, yet clear and convincing way. 
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Discipline and Mentorship Program: Upper School 

Within the bounds of Scriptural principles, individuality and diversity are celebrated at BCS. We 
are thankful for each person’s uniqueness, but sometimes teens express their uniqueness in 
ways that go beyond what would work in an academic setting, and sometimes a student’s 
conduct falls outside the bounds of Christian appropriateness.  

We desire to mentor each student so that the principles of love toward God and others are 
realized. BCS uses a demerit system for the upper school. Demerits are not considered tools of 
correction, but rather are written records that school rules have been breached and Matthew 
18 has taken place. Faculty reports infractions to the principal after counseling with the 
student. The principal will then decide if demerits should be given. Any demerit issued is 
subject to appeal by the student. Parents will receive communication through ParentsWeb 
when recorded demerits are issued. Students will begin each semester with no demerits.  

Demerit levels  
2  Gum chewing, unexcused school or class tardy, class disturbance, possession of 

unapproved literature, other areas determined by the administration.  
5  Unexcused school or class absence, dress code infraction, failure to follow directions of 

staff or emergency drill procedures, improper behavior or communication, littering, 
disrespect toward another student, improper use of electronic device, inappropriate 
music, locker abuse or misuse, other areas determined by the administration.  

10  Immodesty, horseplay, borrowing without permission, skipping class, cheating on a quiz 
or homework, disrespect toward a staff member, improper physical contact, deceit, 
bullying/harassment, other areas determined by the administration.  

25  Attending an inappropriate activity/event, cheating on a test or exam, lying, obscenity, 
profanity, vandalism (will also pay for repairs/replacement), possession of prohibited 
item, aggressive harassment/fighting, other areas determined by the administration.  

50  Using tobacco products/vaping, sensual behavior, pornography, stealing, hacking into 
the network or another person’s device, failure to report a student involved with the 
below Immediate Expulsion offenses, other areas determined by the administration.  

 
Expulsion: making terroristic threats, possession of a weapon, possession or use of illegal drugs 

or alcohol, immoral behavior – including the summer preceding the school year. 

Penalties for Accumulated Demerits in a Semester 
15: Warning Letter 

30: In-school suspension, parent conference, one-week ineligibility from sports team 

60: Probation, in-school suspension, permanent removal from sports team, parent conference 

75: Possible expulsion or denied enrollment for following semester 

Expelled students are not permitted on campus or at official school events for one year. They 
may attend church events.  
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Anti-Harassment 
Everyone at Bethel is entitled to respectful treatment in an environment that is free of 
inappropriate behavior of all kinds. We are committed to provide a campus in which the dignity 
of every individual is respected. Incidents of harassment and inappropriate behavior will not be 
tolerated at Bethel. Ephesians 4:29, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers” is 
Bethel’s policy. Learning to treat each other respectfully is taught beginning in K3 and 
repeatedly emphasized throughout the entire school program. 

Harassing Conduct 

Harassment is unwelcome conduct toward an individual because of his or her race, color, sex, 
age, religion, national origin, or disability, when the conduct creates an intimidating, hostile or 
offensive environment that causes performance to suffer. Examples of harassment include: 

• Oral, written, and digital communications that contain offensive name-calling, jokes, 
slurs, negative stereotyping or threats.  

• Nonverbal conduct such as staring and giving inappropriate gifts.  
• Physical conduct, such as assault or unwanted touching. 
• Visual images, such as derogatory or offensive pictures, drawings or gestures. 

Sexual harassment 

"Sexual harassment" means unwelcome sexual advances, unwelcome physical contact of a 
sexual nature or unwelcome verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature.   

How to report a violation 

Do not assume that we are aware of the problem. Bring your complaints and concerns to our 
attention so that we can help to resolve them. Immediately report suspected violations of this 
policy to the offender’s teacher or supervisor.  

Investigation and response 

Complaints will be investigated, and violators will be disciplined (up to and including expulsion). 
Consideration is given to age (if a student) and severity when administering counseling and 
discipline.  

Retaliation is prohibited 

This policy strictly prohibits any retaliation against someone who reports a concern about 
harassment or other inappropriate behavior. 

Application 

This policy applies to all Bethel staff, volunteers, parents, students, vendors, suppliers and 
contractors. It also applies for all Bethel-sponsored events and activities. 
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Prohibited Items 
Please contact the school if you have a question as to the appropriateness of a certain item. 
Prohibited items will be confiscated and discipline will be administered. Only a custodial parent 
or guardian will be able to pick up the confiscated item. Any item illegal for a minor to possess 
is prohibited. Additionally, laser lights, matches/lighters, pop music of any genre, gum, real or 
play guns and knives are prohibited. Illegal items may be reported to authorities. 

Electronic Devices 
Students in the upper school are permitted to bring phones, laptops, tablets, and other devices 
to school. Bethel Baptist Church, Bethel Christian School, and the staff are not responsible for 
the welfare of these devices. Use of these devices is only permitted with the teacher’s 
permission and they are not to be used for any type of communication until after the close of 
the school day. These devices must be kept locked in the student’s locker during the day unless 
they are being used with permission and with a specific approved academic purpose. Devices 
used in an impermissible manner will be confiscated and not returned until the parent has been 
notified and granted permission for them to be returned. Discipline will be administered. 

Internet access is available through the school’s network. The network is intended to be used 
for educational purposes. Students and staff are expected to follow the biblical mandate to 
honor the Lord in everything, including the use of technology. 

All network activity is monitored and tracked through our secure firewall. Access to online 
content is restricted in accordance with our policies and government regulations, such as the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA). Users are required to take reasonable safeguards 
against the transmission of malware and other security threats, including not opening or 
distributing infected or unknown files and programs.  

Bethel Christian School’s Online Acceptable Use Policy is as follows: 

1. Students must always follow the directives of the classroom teacher. 
2. Students are to follow rules for good behavior and respectful conduct. 
3. Users shall not plagiarize content. 
4. Cyber-bullying in any form is not tolerated. Harassing, impersonating, pranking and 

stalking are examples. 
5. Bethel Baptist Church, Bethel Christian School, and its Internet Technology department 

make reasonable efforts to ensure users online safety and security but shall be held 
harmless of any detrimental occurrence from Internet use. 

6. Students may not bypass the BCS firewall through a proxy, hotspot, or other means 
while on campus. 

7. Users may not jailbreak or hack into other devices or the network. 
8. Users are to alert the administration or IT department immediately of any network 

safety or security breaches. 
9. Students are strongly encouraged to have a backup for schoolwork. Lost files will not be 

an acceptable excuse for not turning in classwork. 
10. Even though the ministry network runs nearly 100% of the time, it is not a guarantee. 
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11. BCS devices and their content are subject to search. It is not our practice to 
indiscriminately search devices but may be necessary in extreme situations. 

12. Creating or viewing inappropriate or immoral sites or posts are prohibited. 

Violations of the above policy may have disciplinary repercussions, including but not limited to: 

1. Suspension of network, technology, or device privileges 
2. Parental notification 
3. Demerits, suspension or expulsion 
4. Legal action and/or prosecution 

Lockers 
Lockers are provided to students in grades 6-12. Lockers are the property of Bethel Baptist 
Church/Bethel Christian School with the student acting as tenant. The purpose of the locker is 
to store clothing and items that need to be preserved and that would be impractical to carry 
throughout the school day. Students are not permitted to enter or use another locker. Nothing 
is permitted to be attached to the outside of a locker without staff permission (for special 
occasions) and items attached on the inside may only be done with sticky-tac and must be 
acceptable according to the BCS discipline policy and dress code. Locks are not provided but are 
encouraged. The administration must receive the combination to the lock or the key to unlock. 

Lockers are subject to search. It is not the desire for the administration to indiscriminately 
search a student’s locker. It may be necessary to access a locker to get books and supplies for 
the absent student. In most other cases the student will be present when access is needed. 

Events 
BCS has numerous events throughout the school year. These events are designed to aid in the 
educational process and to communicate to the community the excellence that is BCS. 

Pilot Days 

Typically held on a Friday or a holiday each month, a fun or interesting theme is designated, 
with students dressing, acting, and eating to match the theme. 

Spiritual Emphasis Week 

As a kick-off to the school year, the 7th-12th graders have a special week during Bethel Baptist 
Church’s mission conference. A focused study on a book of scripture is performed, special 
chapels with missionary speakers, and afternoon team-building and fun are enjoyed by all. 

Junior Class Trip 

Juniors take a few days to visit Washington, DC. 

Outdoor Education Week 

This is a special week for 4th-6th graders. Students spend the week visiting local and regional 
historical and interesting sites. 
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Grandparents Day 

A special time of the year is the day when elementary students get to show their grandparents 
all the great things they are learning at BCS. Grandparents see their favorite people in action, 
then get to take them home for the afternoon! 

American Heritage Dinner Concert 

This event is the fine arts program’s only fundraiser for the year. A quality meal and program 
are produced for the enjoyment of the attendees. 

Day of Service 

We have an obligation as members of Hampton Roads to serve the community with our time 
and efforts. As Christians, we know that the best way to do this is to proclaim the gospel, but 
we also accept the biblical mandate to love our neighbor in other tangible ways. The Day of 
Service is used for us to go into the community and work together to make it a better place. 
Part of the event is a fundraiser that goes to a worthy community cause. 

Christmas Concert 

We have a real Christmas concert! Along with the fun and frivolity that typically comes with the 
season, an emphasis is made on reminding us of the free gift that started it all and that makes 
life worth living. 

Christmas and Valentine Parties 

Our elementary students enjoy both events and our upper school students enjoy their 
Christmas party. Parent volunteers help to make these events successful. 

Open House 

This event is for prospective families to visit BCS. It is usually held on the second Sunday 
afternoon in February. Invite families to come see our campus and meet students and teachers. 

ODACS Regional Competitions 

BCS hosts our regional competition. Two full days are dedicated towards competition in Bible, 
speech, art and music. We serve over 200 lunches these days with the proceeds going towards 
the senior class for their trip. Parent volunteers to judge and to serve are needed. 

ODACS State Competition 

Winning students and groups at Regionals go to Richmond to compete at the state level. 

AACS National Competition 

Winning students and groups at the state competition go on to compete at Bob Jones 
University for the national competition. We have had great success at all levels of this 
competition. 
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Achievement Testing Week 

Students in grades K5-10 take the Iowa Assessments. The juniors take the ASVAB, a helpful test 
not just for the military but also to direct career interests and aptitude. Seniors perform service 
projects and prepare for their graduation. 

Senior Class Trip 

Throughout their senior year, the upcoming graduating class raises money for their trip. Recent 
past trips have been to New York City for a week of cultural and experiential expansion. Seniors 
earn money for the trip through school-sponsored fundraisers. Seniors who do not go on the 
trip will have their earned funds dispersed among those who are going. 

Junior-Senior Formal 

This event is held in late April or May and is a highlight for the upper school. Girls’ formal wear 
must meet BCS dress code and must be checked by appointed school staff at least one week 
prior to the event. Specifics will be communicated at least one month prior to the event. 

Spring Concert 

A variety of fine arts numbers from the winners of state competition as well as premier 
presentations take place in May. 

Kindergarten Graduation 

Students in K5 conclude their school year with a presentation demonstrating the things they 
have learned. The second part of the event is a special graduation ceremony followed by a 
reception for all who attend. 

Awards Program 

The following awards are given at the close of the school year: 

Perfect Attendance Most Improved: reading and penmanship 

Highest grade in subject A/B Honor Roll 

All A Honor Roll Self Government 

Christian Living  

 

Commencement 

The highlight of the year, BCS seniors receive their awards and their diplomas. By God’s grace, 
they will have completed the preparation required to successfully enter adulthood and future 
educational or vocational endeavors. 
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