
 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 

February 17, 2021 

 

Silent Meditation 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

The Call to Worship: Reading of the Law 

 

Exodus 20:1-17, The Message 
 

GOD spoke all these words: I am GOD, your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of a life 

of slavery. 

1. No other gods, only me. 

2. No carved gods of any size, shape, or form of 

anything whatever, whether of things that fly 

or walk or swim. Don’t bow down to them 

and don’t serve them because I am GOD, 

your God, and I’m a most jealous God, 

punishing the children for any sins their 

parents pass on to them to the third, and yes, 

even to the fourth generation of those who 

hate me. But I’m unswervingly loyal to the 

thousands who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

3. No using the name of GOD, your God, in 

curses or silly banter; GOD won’t put up with 

the irreverent use of his name. 

4. Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Work six days and do everything you need to 

do. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to GOD, 

your God. Don’t do any work—not you, nor 

your son, nor your daughter, nor your servant, 

nor your maid, nor your animals, not even the 

foreign guest visiting in your town. For in six 

days GOD made Heaven, Earth, and sea, and 

everything in them; he rested on the seventh 

day. Therefore GOD blessed the Sabbath day; 

he set it apart as a holy day. 

5. Honor your father and mother so that you’ll 

live a long time in the land that God, your 

God, is giving you. 

6. No murder. 

7. No adultery. 

8. No stealing. 

9. No lies about your neighbor. 

10.  No lusting after your neighbor’s house—or 

wife or servant or maid or ox or donkey. Don’t 

set your heart on anything that is your 

neighbor’s.” 

 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Hymn 

“I Must Tell Jesus” 
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Prayer of Confession (unison) 

 

Psalm 51:1-17, The Message 
 

A David Psalm, After He Was Confronted by 

Nathan About the Affair with Bathsheba 
 

51  1-3  Generous in love—God, give grace! 

    Huge in mercy—wipe out my bad record. 

Scrub away my guilt, 

    soak out my sins in your laundry. 

I know how bad I’ve been; 

    my sins are staring me down. 

 
4-6  You’re the One I’ve violated, and you’ve seen 

    it all, seen the full extent of my evil. 

You have all the facts before you; 

    whatever you decide about me is fair. 

I’ve been out of step with you for a long time, 

    in the wrong since before I was born. 

What you’re after is truth from the inside out. 

    Enter me, then; conceive a new, true life. 

 
7-15  Soak me in your laundry and I’ll come out clean, 

    scrub me and I’ll have a snow-white life. 

Tune me in to foot-tapping songs, 

    set these once-broken bones to dancing. 

Don’t look too close for blemishes, 

    give me a clean bill of health. 

God, make a fresh start in me, 

    shape a Genesis week from the chaos of my life. 

Don’t throw me out with the trash, 

    or fail to breathe holiness in me. 

Bring me back from gray exile, 

    put a fresh wind in my sails! 

Give me a job teaching rebels your ways 

    so the lost can find their way home. 

Commute my death sentence, God, my salvation God, 

    and I’ll sing anthems to your life-giving ways. 

Unbutton my lips, dear God; 

    I’ll let loose with your praise. 

 
16-17  Going through the motions doesn’t please you, 

    a flawless performance is nothing to you. 

I learned God-worship 

    when my pride was shattered. 

Heart-shattered lives ready for love 

    don’t for a moment escape God’s notice. 
 

Hymn 

“I Need Thee Every Hour” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Isaiah 58:1-12 

 

Meditation 

Pastor Sean Walker 

 

The Imposition of Ashes 

 

Hymn 

“Jesus, I Come” 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude 
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Isaiah 58:1-12 NIV 

True Fasting 

58 “Shout it aloud, do not hold back. 

    Raise your voice like a trumpet. 

Declare to my people their rebellion 

    and to the descendants of Jacob their sins. 
2 For day after day they seek me out; 

    they seem eager to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that does what is right 

    and has not forsaken the commands of its God. 

They ask me for just decisions 

    and seem eager for God to come near them. 
3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, 

    ‘and you have not seen it? 

Why have we humbled ourselves, 

    and you have not noticed?’ 

 

“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 

    and exploit all your workers. 
4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, 

    and in striking each other with wicked fists. 

You cannot fast as you do today 

    and expect your voice to be heard on high. 
5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, 

    only a day for people to humble themselves? 

Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed 

    and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? 

Is that what you call a fast, 

    a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 
6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  

to loose the chains of injustice 

    and untie the cords of the yoke, 

to set the oppressed free 

    and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 

when you see the naked, to clothe them, 

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 

    and your healing will quickly appear; 

then your righteousness[a] will go before you, 

    and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; 

    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 

 

“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 

    with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 

    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 

then your light will rise in the darkness, 

    and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you always; 

    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 

    and will strengthen your frame. 

You will be like a well-watered garden, 

    like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 

    and will raise up the age-old foundations; 

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 

    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+58%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18795a

