
      
            
 

 
  

 
 
“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and 
hallelujah is our song.” 

Pope	John	Paul	II	

 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!!! 
	

PARISH OF HOLY COMMUNION 
                Newsletter 
              April 2021 

Sunday services are still online. 
Please signup online at www.holycommunionparish.org 

Services will still be available via zoom and streaming 
A special 8:30 am in-person service (without music) was scheduled for Easter 
morning. (That service is fully booked.)  
There will be a 10:00 am Easter morning service via zoom and streaming..  
	
	



			Dear	Friends,	
		
A	clergy	friend	from	Ohio	was	lamenting	that	a	couple	long-time	

faithful	members	of	his	congregation	were	leaving	because	the	church	“has	not	attended	to	
their	needs	during	the	past	year.”	Of	course,	this	sort	of	thing	happens	all	the	time;	people	
leave	the	church	for	many	reasons,	some	of	them	more	understandable	than	others,	and	the	
ensuing	Facebook	discussion	touched	on	all	the	possibilities.	
		
But	since	the	past	year	coincides	with	the	COVID-19	pandemic	and	many	people’s	sense	of	
isolation	from	so	much	that	is	familiar	and	comforting,	it	was	hard	to	escape	the	conclusion	
that	this	couple’s	membership	in	the	church	was	yet	another	victim	of	the	pandemic.	And	so	
the	most	enlightening	part	of	the	conversation	among	my	clergy	colleagues	was	their	sharing	
their	reflections	about	the	toll	this	year	has	taken	on	their	congregations.	Apparently	many	of	
them	have	had	similar	experiences.	
		
“It’s	happening	everywhere,”	remarked	one	priest,	and	another	added,	“The	sense	that	the	
church	has	let	me	down	is	surfacing	in	conversations.”	Still	another	observed,	“The	church	and	
clergy	are	a	lightning	rod	for	people’s	frustrations	and	disappointments.	We	are	all	doing	our	
very	best	in	trying	and	unpredictable	circumstances.”	And	one	retired	priest	tried	to	reassure	
my	friend	that	the	criticism	was	not	personal:	“The	priest	stands	in	for	his	Boss!”	
		
I	confess	that	part	of	me	wants	to	say,	“Haven’t	we	talked	enough	about	this	already?”	but	
perhaps,	before	we	let	the	subject	go	and	life	returns	to	something	more	closely	resembling	
what	it	was	before	the	pandemic,	it	might	be	wise	to	ask	ourselves	what	we	have	learned	from	
our	experiences	during	the	past	year,	as	individuals	and	communities	and,	certainly,	as	a	
congregation.	Several	things	occurred	to	me	that	seemed	no	less	helpful	for	being	fairly	
obvious:	
		
First,	let’s	try	not	to	judge	one	another	too	harshly.	When	I	hear	someone	complain	that	the	
church	“has	not	attended	to	their	needs,”	like	the	couple	in	my	friend’s	parish,	I	tend	to	bristle.	
After	all,	Jesus	nowhere	says	that	the	point	of	following	him	was	to	have	our	needs	met!	But	it	
is	likely	that	this	complaint	masks	some	real	pain	or	disappointment	that	the	person	in	
question	is	unable	to	express	clearly.	The	compassionate	response	is	not	to	leap	to	judgment	
but	to	try	to	understand	what	is	happening	in	that	person’s	life.	Undoubtedly	they	have	a	story	
to	tell	and	would	welcome	someone	to	hear	them	out.	
		
Second,	it	is	hard	for	people	to	admit	that	they	are	hurting	and	ask	for	help,	particularly	in	our	
culture	where	we	tend	to	believe	that	we’re	expected	to	be	strong	and	self-sufficient.	There	
may	be	a	considerable	amount	of	shame	involved	in	confessing	that	we’re	not	really	doing	
very	well	and	could	use	a	helping	hand	or	a	strong	shoulder	to	cry	on.	The	responsibility	rests	
both	with	the	person	who	is	hurting	and	the	persons	who	could	help	them.	Many	of	the	clergy	
who	responded	to	my	friend’s	post	shared	stories	of	people	who	dropped	out	of	church	
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because	they	had	felt	neglected	or	overlooked.	Invariably	they	had	failed	to	tell	the	person	
who	could	actually	have	responded	to	their	concerns	or	disappointment.	
		
The	retired	priest	I	quoted	above	shared	this	dated	but	clever	verse:	“They	grumbled	at	the	
anthems	and	the	chants	they	couldn’t	sing./	They	moaned	about	the	settings	that	the	festivals	
would	bring/	but	they	left	the	poor	old	organist	to	find	out	everything/	by	instinct,	or	possibly,	
by	radar.	
		
They	fetched	the	doctor	fast	enough	when	father	had	the	gout,/	they	called	the	district	nurse	
when	tonsillitis	was	about/	but	they	never	told	the	Vicar,	for	they	thought	he’d	know	without,/	
by	instinct,	or	possibly,	by	radar.	
		
The	moral	of	these	verses	isn’t	difficult	to	show:/	that	if	you	think	someone	is	wrong,	politely	
tell	him	so./	Don’t	leave	the	chap	to	ascertain	the	things	he	doesn’t	know/	by	instinct,	or	
possibly,	by	radar.”	
		
Finally,	when	people	are	disappointed,	I	mean	really	disappointed,	it	is	very	likely	that	they	are	
mad	at	God.	And	why	not?	The	theological	question,	“Why	does	God	let	this	happen?	Does	
God	really	care	what	happens	to	me?”	is	always	somewhere	in	the	background,	or	even	front	
and	center.	That’s	why	the	church	or	its	representatives	makes	such	a	convenient	scapegoat.	
		
When	we	are	criticized	or	attacked	we	try	to	defend	ourselves.	Sometimes	we	do	so	by	finding	
fault	with	the	other	person.	At	other	times	we	plead	helplessness;	“Look,	I	know	this	a	serious	
concern	but	I’m	just	one	individual.	What	I	can	I	do	about	it?”	And	there	are	other	stratagems	
that	people	employ	to	avoid	taking	responsibility	for	healing	hurt	or	ending	conflict.	
		
At	this	time	of	year,	however,	as	we	remember	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection,	we	take	note	of	
the	amazing	truth	that	God	does	not	employ	any	of	these	stratagems.	On	the	cross,	so	our	
faith	proclaims,	God	takes	upon	God’s	self	the	sins	and	failures	and	brokenness	of	the	world	
we	live	in.	Clearly	God’s	way	of	dealing	with	evil	and	suffering	is	not	to	eliminate	it,	but	to	take	
the	world’s	sin	and	failure,	our	avoidance	of	the	pain	of	others	and	our	failure	to	take	
responsibility	for	ourselves,	into	God’s	own	being.	On	the	cross	we	witness	a	God	who	is	not	
aloof	but	engaged,	not	“above	it	all”	but,	as	one	of	our	Easter	hymns	puts	it,	“(Not)	unmoved	
by	human	pains,	but	daily,	in	the	midst	of	life,	our	Savior,	with	the	Father	reigns.”	
		
The	most	important	thing	we	have	learned	this	year	is	how	much	we	need	each	other.	We	
need	each	other’s	prayers,	each	other’s	words	of	understanding	and	encouragement;	we	need	
each	other’s	strength	and	skill	to	supply	what	we	lack,	and	we	need	to	feel	each	other’s	touch	
and	yes,	even	the	warmth	of	each	other’s	breath,	which	we	have	been	avoiding	all	this	long	
time.	And	we	are	close	to	being	able	to	enjoy	all	these	things	again,	although	undoubtedly	
challenges	that	we	haven’t	anticipated	still	lie	ahead.	
		



Last	Easter	was	a	bit	of	a	letdown,	even	though	we	tried	to	make	the	best	of	it.	This	Easter	will	
still	not	be	“normal.”	But	I	feel	hopeful,	as	I	trust	you	do	as	well,	that	God	who	makes	all	things	
new	will	reveal	to	us	both	what	we	ought	to	have	learned	from	the	year	that	is	thankfully	
behind	us	and	what	we	have	to	look	forward	to	in	the	year	that	lies	ahead.	Whatever	that	may	
turn	out	to	be,	I	trust	that	it	will	be	full	of	promise.	A	blessed	Easter	to	you	all.	
		
Father	Steve	Sedgwick	
		
		
				

	
	
	
	
	

	
We	have	received	additional	pledges	for	toward	our	2021	goal.	We	have	now	reached	86%	.	It	
is	never	too	late	to	send	your	pledge	to	Jane	Erickson.	
	
	 	

Stewardship 
	
	

Weeping may spend the night, but Joy comes in the morning.  
Psalm 30:6 

 



	
	

						Greetings	to	All!	
	
	
Here	we	Go!		The	process	for	calling	a	Rector	to	our	
Parish	has	begun!		I	am	filled	with	feelings	of	Hope	and	

Expectation.	I	know	our	fellow	parishioners	that	have	been	called	to	serve	on	our	Discernment	
Committee	are	committed	to	working	diligently	being	led	by	John	Maddocks	and	guided	the	
Holy	Spirit.	What	a	dynamic	group!	
We,	the	congregation	have	to	do	our	part	in	this	process.	We	need	to	lift	our	DC	up	in	prayer	
daily.	We	need	to	support	them	by	respecting	the	code	of	Confidentiality	that	makes	this	
process	safe	for	not	only	the	members	of	our	DC,	but	safe	for		those	Candidates	that	are	being	
considered.	Most	of	all	we	must	be	patient!		Yes,	we	would	like	the	process	to	go	quickly.	No,	
it	will	not	go	quickly	or	so	it	will	seem.	We	must	honor	and	remember	that	calling	a	Rector	is	a	
very	serious	process,	not	one	to	be	rushed	or	regarded	lightly.	It	will	work	best	if	we	are	
patient	and	realize	it’s	in	“God’s	time”	not	ours.	
I	know	we	are	all	eager	to	return	to	“in	person”	church	services.	Again	we	must	practice	
patience,	it	will	happen	hopefully	sooner	rather	than	later.	The	vaccines	will	work	and	and	it	
will	be	safe	for	us	to	once	again	gather	together,	worship	and	sing	praises	to	our	Lord.	
I	am	looking	forward	to	sharing	a	most	Holy	of	Holy	Weeks	with	you.	Join	us	on	Zoom!		It	will	
be	an	uplifting	time	as	we	share	in	this	journey	to	the	Cross	with	our	Jesus.	Rejoicing	in	His	
Glorious	Resurrection	on	Easter!			
Blessings	and	Love	to	All,	
Paula	
	
	
	
	

	
		Thankfully,	this	was	a	fairly	quiet	month	as	far	as	taking	
care	of	our	building	and	grounds.		
	

The	replacements	of	the	rotten	boards	at	Holy	Trinity	was	completed	and	will	look	nice	once		
the	church	is	painted.	Also,	the	Dogwood	Tree	has	been	planted,		thanks	to	the	Men’s	Group!	
A	special	thanks	to	Richard	Fennell	and	Don	Day	for	going	to	Lenior	to	pick	up	the	tree.	
	
We	are	having	difficulty	moving	the	donated	piano	from	the	Millers	to	Linda	Cannata’s	house.	
	We	are	looking	for	4	strong	Lads	to	do	the	Heavy	Lifting!	If	you	know	of	someone	who	would	
be	able	to	help	us.	Contact	Ann	Peters	
	
Ann	Peters		

Notes from the Jr. Warden 
	

Senior Warden’s Report  
	
	



	

	 	
Tree	Planting	

	
The	Men's	Group	chose	a	beautiful	Spring	day	to	plant	a		Pink	Kousa	Flowering	Dogwood	tree	on	the	
side	of	the	rise	leading	up	to	the	pond	and	baptismal	area	at	Holy	Trinity.		Richard	Fenner	volunteered	
himself	and	his	truck	to	drive	and	pick	up	the	tree	from	Rocky	Top	Nursery	in	Lenoir.		
	
A	work	crew	consisting	of	John	Maddocks,	Gerry	Bebber,	Doug	Worsham	and	Don	Day	had	earlier	
prepared	the	hole	and,	along	with	Richard	moved	the	sizable	ball	into	its	new	home	replacing	a	
flowering	crabapple	tree	which	had	died	and	was	removed	last	Fall.	



	
	 	



	
	
Our	Christian	Formation	discussion	group	appreciated	the	video	
of	Sr.	Helen	Prejean,	one	of	the	leading	advocates	for	abolition	of	
the	death	penalty.		We	have	now	resumed	our	Wednesday	

evening	preview	of	the	Lectionary	readings	for	Sunday.		There	are	always	lively	discussions.		
Our	clergy	attend	to	take	sermon	notes	and	provide	comic	relief.		We	meet	on	Zoom	at	5:30	
PM	on	Wednesdays	for	social	time	(BYO	Supper	or	whatever)	and	begin	our	discussion	at	6:00.		
You	should	be	receiving	an	email	invitation	for	the	Zoom	meeting.		If	you	are	not	getting	your	
invitation,	please	contact	Don	Day	at	djday12000@yahoo.com	and	he	will	make	sure	you	are	
on	the	contact	list.		Please	note	that	we	will	not	meet	on	Wednesday,	31	March,	in	deference	
to	the	Stations	of	the	Cross	that	day,	and	other	services	of	Holy	Week.	
Don	Long	
	
	
	
	
	

	
		Mark	your	calendars	for		Festival	of	the	Frescoes	on	October	9th!			We’re	
still	looking	for	an	overall	chair,	so	please	prayerfully	consider	serving.			
	

	
	
(Next	meeting	April	12th	)	
	
	

	
We	plan	to	discuss	The	Dream	of	God:	A	Call	to	Return		by	Verna	Dozier	at	
10	am	on	Tuesday,	April	13th	.		Please	join	us!!								Ellen	Pesko	336-420-
8031	
	

	
	
	
	

Book Club 

Christian Formation  
	
	

ECW News 
	



	

	
	
Please	sign	up	for	our	semi	annual	LITTER	SWEEP	on	Saturday,	April	10th	in	
Glendale	Springs	by	contacting	Ellen	Pesko,	team	captain.		
	
Who	We	Are:	
Keep	Ashe	Beautiful	is	an	all-volunteer	501(c)(3)	nonprofit	organization	and	local	
affiliate	of	Keep	America	Beautiful.	We	are	funded	by	community	donations,	and	
return	100%	of	the	funds	back	into	the	community	through	our	activities.	
	
	
Susan	Miller,	Outreach	
	

Outreach 



	

Opportunity Knocks 
 

Hospitality House of Northwest North Carolina 
 

Established in 1984, The Hospitality House of NWNC is working to end homelessness in 
seven counties: Allegheny, Ashe, Avery, Mitchell, Watauga, Wilkes, and Yancy. Far more 
than the overnight homeless shelter of the 80’s, Hospitality House actually oversees 
the following eight programs: 
 
1. Emergency Shelter Program, two dorms for men and two for women with counseling 
to rebuild lives. 
2. Winter Seasonal Shelter, November thru April for up to 140 individuals with lockers, 
laundry, showers and meals. 
3. Family Housing, geared to keep families together with a counselor to help with a 
path to employment. This includes after school programs and birthday parties for the 
children. 
4. Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Program 
5. Permanent Supportive Housing Program with an 8 unit facility in Watauga County 
and a 7 unit building in Wilkes County including case management services. 
6. Scattered Site Housing with fourteen leased properties, case management services, 
and rent support. Further expansion is desired in Ashe and Wilkes Counties. 
7. Homeless Prevention and Diversion Program with short term financial assistance for 
families at risk. 
8. Rapid Rehousing Program sort term relocation for domestic abuse, assault, and 
burnout victims. 
  
There are many visual changes to the Hospitality House we know just off Bamboo 
Road in Boone. The Covid 19 restrictions have canceled nearly all fundraising events, and 
contributions are not accepted directly at the front door. On a more positive note, 
however, grant moneys have allowed the purchase nearby of a 6,000 square foot 
building to house offices, medical and mental health facilities, allowing for more bed 
space. 
  
Why not sign up to receive their monthly newsletter, visit their website, 
https://www.hosphouse.org/ to give financial support, or join the women’s Hearts of 
Hospitality House organization which meets monthly for the purpose of supporting the 
House in fundraising, volunteering, and encouragement to staff members.  



	
	

			Docent	Ministry	Doings	-	From	February	24	through	
March	27,	997	people	visited	St.	Mary's	and	957	came	to	
Holy	Trinity.		This	is	just	about	double	the	numbers	who	
came	in	the	previous	month.		Probably	better	weather	

and	less	COVID	concern	helped	increase	the	numbers.		Other	states	represented	this	month	
were:		AL,	NY,	TN,	PA,	MD,	MS,	MI,	SC,	FL,	IL,	OK,	GA,	WV,	and	VA.	
We	know	that	our	ministry	messages	extend	to	many	other	states	and	some	other	countries.		
As	a	recent	example,	last	week	a	person	from	Vermont,	who	had	visited	many	years	ago,	
contacted	a	docent	and	asked	if	there	was	a	print	of	"The	Last	Supper"	still	available.		She	said	
that	they	needed	it	to	use	it	in	connection	with	their	Lutheran	church's	Holy	Week	activities.		A	
print	was	located	and	sent	to	her.			
Among	the	notes	left	recently	in	St	Mary's	were,	"God	Bless	the	People	of	St.	Mary's	Church"	
and	"Thanks".	

Fresco	Trivia	-	Last	month's	question	was,	"On	the	right	as	you	enter	St.	Mary's,	there	is	a	
stained	glass	window	depicting	Noah's	Ark	and	its	occupants.		What	is	noticeably	different	
about	this	scene	as	compared	to	most	other	art	works	of	the	Ark?"		Answer:	In	most	art	
depictions	of	the	Ark,	the	animals	are	seen	entering	the	Ark.		In	our	Ark,	the	animals	are	
coming	out	after	the	flood.		(Did	you	see	the	two	mice	also?)	
This	month’s	Trivia	question:		Along	with	the	"World	Famous"	frescoes	by	Ben	Long	in	North	
and	South	Carolina	and	other	works	in	many	art	museums,	there	is	a	special	collection	of	his	
works	in	paint	and	drawings	on	one	subject		in	a	special	museum	of	national	interest.		What	is	
this	museum	and	what	is	the	subject	of	his	work	there?	
Doug,	for	the	Docents											

Docent Ministry Report 

 



	
	
	
	
	

	
Parish	of	Holy	Communion	

POBox	177	Glendale	Springs,	NC	28629	
336-982-3076	
www.holycommunionparish.com	
	

The	Rt	Rev.	Jose	McLoughlin,	Bishop	
	
The	Rev.	Steve	Sedgwick,	Interim	Priest	

Rite198@gmail.com	
216-548-6418	
	

The	Rev.	Shirley	Long,	Deacon	
pinelodge@skybest.com	
336-877-4336	or	336-977-8155	
	

Paula	Riggs,	Senior	Warden	
Priggs@skybest.com	
336-620-9242	

	
Ann	Peters,	Junior	Warden	

Anntp1952@aol.com	
336-877-7418	
	

Don	Long,	Christian	Formation	Director	
telyavelli@skybest.com	
	

Linda	Cannata,	Director	of	Pastoral	Music	
Lgcarawaytss@gmail.com	
	

Steve	Miller,	Director	of	Communications		
smpriest@skybest.com	
	

VESTRY	MEMBERS	ARE:			Paula	Riggs	(Senior	Warden),	Ann	Peters	(Junior	Warden),		Ellen	Pesko,	Don	Day,	Frances	
Fennel,	Tom	Truxal	and	Msue	Goodwin.	
	
A	complete	directory	is	available	on	our	website.			
	
		Vicki	Duckworth,	Newsletter	editor		

vnduckworth@wilkes.net	336-973-3326.		

Contacts 
Our hearts go out to those whose income has been 
affected by the Covid-19 financial situation.  But if 
you are able, please make your pledge donations by 
check to: 
    Parish of Holy Communion 
    Attn Jane Erickson  
    PO Box 177 
    Glendale Springs, NC 28629 
 
Or online at  
     www.holycommunionparish.com	

	
 


