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THE CHURCH OF THE LAST DAYS

NOVEMBER 2022

I must admit that I was a bit nervous as we approached the 
sermon series on The Book of Revelation. I have preached 
and/or taught many books of the Bible and hundreds of 
passages of Scripture. However, I have never felt the need 
or had the urge to preach Revelation.

Nevertheless, as we went through John’s first letter to the church last 
year, I was reminded that ‘the last days’ have existed since Christ’s 
ascension into heaven. As John tells us, “Dear children, this is the last 
hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour.” 
(1 John 2:18) He also reminds us in Chapter 4 verse 1, “Dear friends, 
do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”
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I have had the sad vantage point of seeing the church in the West decline in 
my lifetime. In my opinion, I believe this is a direct result – at a minimum – of 
the very two things that John reveals above. I mentioned in a recent sermon 
that statistics have shown for some time that more than 4,000 churches close 
their doors in the US every year. 

How instructive it has been to find that the same thing was happening in the 
church in the first century! We have only delved into the first 4 of 7 churches, 
but it is clear that our fellow brothers and sisters were dealing with the same 
kinds of concerns. On one hand it is upsetting and disappointing to know 
that there have always been those who seek to undermine the work of 
God and distract or destroy His people from within. On the other hand it is 
encouraging to know that our fellow travelers in the faith have experienced 
such similar circumstances and were encouraged by our Savior with patient 
and persevering love.

Are we the church of the last days?

In one sense, yes, we are. All of us who follow Jesus have been in the last days. 
The final days of Jesus’ kingdom have been drawing near ever since He spoke 
these words, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” (Matthew 4:17)

In another sense, it is difficult to know. There are certain signs that seem to 
indicate something ominous. Also, we are reminded that none of us will ever 
know the specific day or time of Jesus’ return until it happens. (Matthew 24:36)

So, in the meantime, I encourage you to read The Book of Revelation with me 
and join us for worship as you are able. And I hope that you will find the same 
encouragement, challenges, and hope that I am finding.
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MISSION OF THE MONTH   

November’s Mission of the Month is the Pregnancy Help Center Galveston. 
To view their latest newsletter, click the lin below:

HTTPS://MAILCHI.MP/1567C899AD40/GRATITUDE?E=A42013E8C0

https://mailchi.mp/1567c899ad40/gratitude?e=a42013e8c0
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Happening at West Isle Presbyterian

Women’s Bible Study
Thursdays at 10:30 am

West Isle Presbyterian is now 
advertising with local  

RV parks!

Men’s Island Ministry 
Fellowship

Thursdays at 8 am

West Isle Prayer Meeting for September 
Each Wednesday at 6:00pm

NOVEMBER 2, 2022 – National, State, Local 
Leaders & Elections

NOVEMBER 9, 2022  – Each other’s needs and 
burdens   

NOVEMBER 16, 2022 – The Persecuted 
Church in the World

NOVEMBER 23, 2022 – Healing Prayers + 
Revival in Our Land

NOVEMBER 30, 2022 – The Prayer List
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 Cross of the Month
Each month we will feature the story behind a different cross on our beautiful cross wall!

West Isle Presbyterian Church 
13724 Stewart Rd. 
Galveston, TX 77554 
409-737-9611

Pastor Chris Bower 
chris@westislepres.org

Service Time 
Sundays at 10:30am

“The cross represents God as the vine and us as the branches. 
It is a re-minder of Christ’s blood shed for us.” 

—Donated by Beth Bullock


