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Can I be happy with myself while simultaneously being disgusted by my sin?

This is a question I’ve asked myself since I was a young man.

There’s no question about it. Sin destroys. (“Whoever sows to please their flesh, from 
the flesh will reap destruction.” Ephesians 6:8) The Bible tells us this. But we don’t really 
need God’s Word to tell us that sin is destructive, do we?

We see it. We feel it. We experience it.

The consequences of things being done that shouldn’t be done and the effects 
of things not being done that ought to be done are displayed in every life, every 
household, every neighborhood, every city and every nation. We need only to watch 
the evening news or stare in the mirror to understand that the lack of perfection that 
pervades the world has stained every corner of it.
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One of the frustrations I had as a young man and growing follower of Christ was 
believing (and being taught) that knowing God was like an uphill climb. As I (and my 
fellow Christians) climb ever higher toward the goal of becoming more like Christ, we 
will face challenges, pitfalls and setbacks. I will at times be climbing higher and other 
times be sliding back (or backsliding).

One of the problems with this perception of sanctification (or growing in godliness) 
is that it creates comparisons. I am tempted to compare myself with someone else 
who is ‘farther along’ in their journey. “Why am I so far behind?!?! Why am I so weak?!?” 
Or I pridefully contrast myself with another I view as lagging behind. “At least I’m not 
where they are.” So we either feel better or worse about ourselves, depending on the 
comparison we make.

This cycle often caused me to be moderately offended at my sin and shocked and 
dismayed with myself. I often thought, “Why am I like this? I should know better?!?!”

The truth is, though, God gives us only one comparison. Himself.

“Be holy, because I am holy.” 
1 Peter 1:16; Leviticus 11:45

What’s the problem with this? We can’t!

At least, we cannot make ourselves holy. That is why one of my favorite verses in all of 
the Bible is Hebrews 10:14…

“For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.”

By faith in the perfect life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are 
declared perfect, righteous and holy forever! When God looks at anyone of his children 
he says, “This is my son/daughter in whom I am well pleased.” Why? Because we have 
done everything right? No! Because Jesus has!

Through faith in Christ, we really are a different person. Our identity is no longer “Chris 
the sinner.” It is now “Chris who is in Christ!”
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“Be holy, because I am holy.” 
1 PETER 1:16; LEVITICUS 11:45
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Do I still sin. Absolutely. But I am no longer defined or identified by that sin.

Also, by God’s grace, I grow to abhor what I once loved.

Come near to God and he will come near to you. 
Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom 
James 4:8-9

The more I get to know God – the closer I draw near to him – the less I compare myself 
to others and the more I compare myself to him. If it were not for Jesus, this would 
cause me despair. Compared to our Holy God, I am the chief of sinners. 

That’s why – having Jesus in me and for me - I can agree with Paul:

I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; 
indeed, I do not even judge myself. 

My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. 
It is the Lord who judges me. 

1 Corinthians 4:3-4

When we honestly reflect on our behavior after being born again, none of us are 
innocent. (Romans 7:18-20) At the same time, all who are in Christ are not guilty. 
(Romans 8:1) What an amazing paradox! We cannot and will not be judged, because 
our judgement has already been placed on Jesus. (Isaiah 53:4-6)

So, can I be happy with myself while also hating my own sin?

Yes!

This does not automatically mean that I am complacent and no longer care about 
my sin. Quite the opposite! The uglier my sin becomes to me the more it drives me 
toward this holy, loving, forgiving God. I no longer despise myself because I know 
that I am infinitely loved, which causes me to grow more and more in love with my 

Savior who gave himself for me, which in turn creates a greater desire to please him.  
(Romans 6:1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15)
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A board member of our sister center PHC in 
Lake Jackson wrote the following. We couldn’t 
write it any better so we asked for permission 
to share this with you”

Last “Monday evening, a draft majority opinion 
by Justice Alito in the case of Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization was leaked to 
the press. The United States Supreme Court 
has confirmed the draft is real, and the Chief 
Justice has opened an investigation into how 
it was leaked.

As written, the draft opinion overturns Roe 
v. Wade and Casey v. Planned Parenthood 
completely. While it is likely at least 5 justice 
have already voted to overturn Roe and Casey 
(usually majority opinions are not drafted 
unless that has already happened), we will not 
know for sure until the final opinion is released 
sometime before the end of June.

If the opinion stands, regulation of abortion 
from conception to birth will be left up 
to the states. What does that practically 
mean in Texas? The 1925 penal code 
provisions regarding abortion that were held 
unconstitutional in Roe were never repealed, 
so they would immediately be enforceable. 
We also passed another bill this past session, 
HB 1280, known as the Trigger Ban, which 

abolishes all abortion in Texas and enhances 
penalties thirty days after Roe is overturned. The 
only exception recognized in the 1925 penal 
code and HB 1280 is when the mother’s health is 
in jeopardy.

Please join us in praying that Roe and Casey are 
overturned by the Supreme Court. It will also be 
more important than ever for those of us in the 
pro-life movement to support young expectant 
mothers, continue to foster a culture of life, and 
work diligently to protect the sanctity of human 
life. Please pray for our pregnancy help centers 
and other ministries that will be on the front lines 
of meeting these needs, which will increase even 
further once Roe is overturned. Your continued 
support of the PHC during this time is as critical 
as it has ever been.

And always remember the main thing. 
Regardless of what the Supreme Court does, 
Jesus is still on his throne. Our mission remains 
the same as it has always been, not just to save 
unborn life or even meet physical needs, but to 
be ambassadors of reconciliation through the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Let us implore everyone 
who walks through the door at the PHC: “be 
reconciled to God.” 2 Cor. 5:20.”

- Cody T. Vasut ‘09, M.S., J.D.

Prayer for Our Nation
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What a wonderful and blessed time of worship and unity we had with Chapel 
of Grace in Houston on May 22nd! Pastor Oge, the Elders, and the rest of the 
congregation welcomed us with open arms and let us know in so many ways that 
we are loved. We shared such a joyful time of worship and heard a heart-warming 
message about the unity we have in Christ.

After our hearts were full, we stuffed our bellies with a scrumptious Nigerian meal. 
We look forward to seeing them again for worship and fellowship! 

They will be joining us at West Isle on July 24th, and we can’t wait! 8



Happening at West Isle Presbyterian

Women’s Bible Study
Thursdays at 10:30 am

West Isle Presbyterian is now 
advertising with local  

RV parks!

Men’s Island Ministry 
Fellowship

Thursdays at 8 am

West Isle Prayer Meeting for June
Each Wednesday at 6:00pm

JUNE 1  Cultural Transformation through the Gospel, 
God’s Word and His people (families, communities, 
education, and more)

JUNE 8 Other churches and ministries in Galveston

JUNE 15 Summer Vacationers (and God impacting 
their lives while they’re here)

JUNE 22 Local, State, National, World Concerns

JUNE 29 The Prayer List (and other personal concerns)

We are running low on travelers bag so we need to make more. Some items are: 
(Vienna sausage, fruit cups, snack crackers, bottled water, cookies, jerky, mints, 
candy that won’t melt, toothbrushes, wash rags, wipes, hand sanitizer, etc).

We are collecting items for St. Vincent’s House. They need canned food, boxed dinners, 
household items, diapers, toiletries, baby food, etc.

The price of the Pregnancy Center baby bottles (the ones for the fund raiser) have 
gone up in price. We need to ask people to please return them even if they have not 
put anything in them. We reuse them every year. 
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 Cross of the Month
Each month we will feature the story behind a different cross on our beautiful cross wall!

West Isle Presbyterian Church 
13724 Stewart Rd. 
Galveston, TX 77554 
409-737-9611

Pastor Chris Bower 
chris@westislepres.org

Service Time 
Sundays at 10:30am

Since Steve and I married, his mother, Peggy, has given us crosses at Christmas.  In our 
home in Houston, I had them displayed on our own cross wall.  When we moved to 
Galveston, I had to downsize, so we chose our favorite crosses to take with us.  The cross 
we are giving for the cross wall at church has always been one of our favorites.  We want 
to dedicate it to Steve’s mom, Margaret (Peggy) Merrill Walker...yes, Steve’s mom and I 
have the same name:). She was a charter member of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church 
in Houston and has always been an inspiration and role model for our Christian living.  
This cross will always serve to remind us of Peggy’s faith and love for the Lord.  

—Margaret Walker


