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Introduction 

As believers, we have been adopted into the most powerful force on the planet, the church. 

Yet, many of us experience a sense of uneasiness, believing that we are Made for More. 

 

During the course of 2019-2020, Central will be studying through the book of Ephesians 

together. Pastor Steve will preach through Ephesians, and our Impact Groups will investigate 

more the message, meaning, and personal application from this letter. 

 

Our theme for the year is Made for More. Throughout Ephesians we will discover together 

how God uniquely designed each of us to live as Chair 4 disciples who make disciples. He’s 

made us to be everyday missionaries, sent out to carry the Gospel into every nook and 

cranny of our world. 

 

This Bible study booklet includes eight studies from the book of Ephesians and four studies 

from a side series titled “Being More of a Neighbor.” This is the first booklet in a larger 

series of studies produced for our Impact Groups this year. Each study is designed to aid 

both our personal growth and facilitate meaningful group discussions. And each series is 

designed to explore Ephesians and then a side series where the Made for More life can 

be displayed. This current volume will investigate Ephesians 1-3, which challenges us to 

realize that we were made for more, made to be more, and made to love more. 

 

Throughout our yearlong study of Ephesians, our hope is that we will grow in being the 

church God designed for us to be. In His wisdom, God has blessed us with a Made for 

More abundant life, and He wants us to experience fullness and seize every opportunity 

available. Thank you for joining in this study. May you grow in your love for our Savior as 

you discover how He has made you for so much more.  

Steve Grieme, Lead Pastor 
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How To Use This Guide 

Each section begins with an overview of a key paradigm shift we’ve identified. And each study begins with 

the passage for the week along with space to take notes during the message or write down some of your 

own observations or questions. Then there is a Group Study section designed for your time in an Impact 

Group. That section helps us engage the text of Ephesians in a productive and meaningful conversation, 

utilizing the H.E.A.R. method of Bible Study: 

 

Highlight: Read and observe the passage, asking, “What do I see?” 

Explain: Based on your reading, discover what the text means, asking, “What does it mean?” 

Apply: Discover how the meaning of the passage affects your life, asking, “How does it work?” 

Respond in Prayer: Pray according to the truth of the Bible, asking for God’s help to believe, 

share, and practice these truths in your life and relationships. 

 

In order to maximize your time in Ephesians, make every effort to attend our Sunday service. If you can’t 

attend, listen to the message on our app or online before you attend your Impact Group, if at all possible. 

(If you don’t have time to listen, we understand—still attend your group!) The messages are designed to 

ignite a passion for how God’s truth is designed to work in your life.  

 

In addition to listening to the sermon, get involved with an Impact Group. Our groups are designed to fan 

the flame that was ignited during the message into a fire of action in your life. During your group you will 

discuss, ask questions, be challenged, be encouraged, be held accountable, and be prayed over, along-

side other family members of the faith.  
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Shift 1: From More Effort to More Jesus 
Ephesians 1 

Jesus Is More! 

It is the catalytic message that Paul begins his letter to the church in Ephesus with. In the first half 

of chapter 1 (verses 1-14) Paul begins with a symphony of praise for the triune God. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.  

(Ephesians 1:3) 

The second half of the chapter (verses 15-23) is a strategic prayer for the church. The church is 

made for more, which starts with Jesus because Jesus is always more. Look at what Paul says 

about Jesus in verse 22. 

God placed all things under Jesus’ feet. 

As the church, our first concern should be that we become obsessed with Jesus growing ever-

larger in our minds and in our hearts. And that we see that shift happening in the life of our 

church.  

It’s fairly easy to become so engulfed in the day-to-day responsibilities of life that we lose that 

obsession. It becomes all too common for us to drift into a “little Jesus syndrome.” You can see 

the signposts on hearts when it happens. 

We Forget We Need More Jesus When We Offer: 

- Worship without Awe 

- Prayers without Faith 

- Service without Joy 

- Suffering without Perseverance 

If we believe Jesus Is More, then we also believe His Church is Made for More. 

Paul’s first concern is our obsession with the mystery that Jesus Is More. That’s also the first shift 

we’ve identified. As leaders, our core commitment is to lead Central by continually illuminating 

this mystery and wonder. Only Jesus can fill everything in every way. Not our efforts, our strate-

gies, or our plans. 
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Shift 1: From More Effort to More Jesus 
Ephesians 1 

Jesus Is Over Everything; We Need More Jesus 

In verses 22-23, Paul says that God appointed Jesus as head over everything for the church—

the Body: 

And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church, which is his body, the fullness of Jesus who fills all in all. 

Paul tells us that the church is the body and the fullness of Jesus. He goes on to say that Jesus 

has chosen and called His Church to express His fullness in every corner of culture and every 

sphere of society. Paul reminds us of what the church is and isn’t: the church is a body, not a 

building; Christ gives us an identity, not an activity. 

The Church is The People of God Saved by the Power of God for the Purposes of 

God. 

The Church is all the people of God on an everyday mission to fill everything in every way with 

the fullness of Jesus. Paul’s Christology shapes his ecclesiology. What he knows about Jesus 

determines how he understands the Church. Throughout this chapter and the whole book of 

Ephesians, Paul shares this vision of a Jesus-empowered and Jesus-shaped Church that looks 

like Jesus, walks like Jesus, and talks like Him. This Church fills every nook and cranny of society 

with the fullness of Jesus. 

As His body, we have a unique opportunity. We are the primary means to manifest His 

presence. Have you ever thought about—and really embraced—the truth that the Church is the 

primary way Jesus makes the works of the Kingdom tangible? It is the primary way to proclaim 

the Gospel. And it’s through His Church that we create these loving communities on a mission 

that bring the fullness of Jesus to the world. 

How big is that vision? That’s the More we’re called to. And yet, most of us know there’s a huge 

gap between our calling and our living. Down deep, we experience the angst that the Church 

Jesus died for and rose for is designed and made for so much more! 

Jesus Is Our Foundation for More 

If we believe and embrace that, the questions change. How do we become Chair 4 

disciplemakers? How do we equip every disciple to grow in the Lordship of Jesus? How do we 

grow our ability to Share Jesus and Impact People where we live, work, study, and play? How do 

we illuminate the mystery and wonder of Jesus as More? 

We Must Move from More Effort to More Jesus! 
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Week 1: (Ephesians 1:1-6) 

1 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

3 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4 
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of 

the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
5 
he predestined 

us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 
6 
to 

the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________I  Am Made for More________________________________ 
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Week 1 Group Study: “More Effort to More Jesus” part 1 

 

Ephesians 1:1-6 

Key Verses 

 

“In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 

of his will,
 
to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” – Ephesians 

1:5-6 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• Saints are set apart for God, and an essential characteristic of saints is faithfulness. 

• The source behind every blessing is God the Father. 

• All of the blessings are delivered to us through God the Son, Jesus Christ. 

• We are not afterthoughts in God’s plan; we were chosen before the foundation of the universe. 

• God’s choice was based simply on His pleasure and will so that all of the universe will respond with 

joy, praising God. 

 

Key Background 

 

Ephesians chapter 1 illuminates the mysteries of being in Christ and the ramifications of that relationship. 

In the first 6 verses, Paul introduces himself as one who is here because of Christ. He is writing to the 

saints, that is, those who are faithful to Christ. Then he explains to them the gifts of God the Father, which 

we find only in Christ. This chapter explodes our minds, so that we would have the mind of Christ, to 

rightfully see God as all in all. 

 

Key Paradigm Shift 

We Must Shift from More Effort to More Jesus 
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1. Paul begins this letter by introducing himself. Go around the room and everyone share 3 facts 

about themselves and 1 goal for this group. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Ephesians 1:1-6. Paul lists one credential as foundational for him to have the authority to say 

all that he will say. Based on that credential, what view of God do you expect to see throughout 

the book of Ephesians? 

 

 

 

3. We sometimes can be uncomfortable with being described as a saint. What is the primary quality 

of a saint according to Paul’s greeting? 

 

 

 

 

4. Go back and highlight all of the verbs in verses 3-6. Do you see the activity of God? What are the 

reasons God the Father is worthy of praise, just based on these verses? 

 

 

 

 

5. In your own words, write down what you think the theme of Ephesians will be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlight 
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1. Paul says that he was an apostle by the will of God. What makes the cause of his apostleship so 

important? 

 

 

 

 

2. Steve explained that the “heavenly places” Paul referred to are an intensely real part of the unseen 

world around us now. Not some up in the sky, far off in outer space place as we typically conceive 

of it. How does knowing that every spiritual blessing given by God is already present in the unseen 

world around us affect your life now? 

 

 

 

 

3. In love God chose and predestined his people. What does that say about the value God places on 

those He chose?  

 

 

 

 

4. Paul says we were chosen to be holy and blameless before God the Father. One of the ways that is 

possible is that God has adopted us into his family. What does this say about the importance of 

God’s family? 

 

 

 

 

5. Look through this passage one more time. How much of the work being done is accomplished by 

us and how much is accomplished by God? What does that say about God? 

Explain 
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1. The key characteristic of a saint is faithfulness. That means we don’t quit. When you struggle with 

your faith, how do you remain faithful? 

 

 

 

 

2. Every spiritual blessing is ours, given by God the Father and received through God the Son. The 

proper response to that incredible gift is a sense of awe and wonder that mirrors the reality of His 

greatness, so that leads us to give thanks. How do we cultivate attitudes of gratefulness? 

 

 

 

 

3. No two words appear together more frequently in the book of Ephesians than the words “in Christ” 

or “in Him.” What are the marks of being in Christ? 

 

 

 

 

4. We were all born to the family of Adam and have now been adopted into the family of Jesus Christ. 

What are the differences between these families and how does the change in family status affect 

how you live? 

 

 

 

 

5. This section ends on a note of blessing. Go around the room and everyone share one 

characteristic of God for which you are thankful. Write down all of the characteristics mentioned. 

 

 

 

6. Our first shift is from more effort to more Jesus. How does this section expand your view of God?  

Apply 
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Paul begins Ephesians with an incredibly high view of God. He acknowledges from the start that 

everything of value in this life comes from God, with nothing coming from us. This right thinking leads us 

to God the Father because of His glorious grace. 

 

In your prayer time this week, the focus will be on praising God the Father.  

 

1. Using the list of characteristics of God that you just made, choose two members of the group to 

open the prayer time by expressing our adoration of God.  

 

2. Review some of the applications that were discussed based on application questions 1-4. Choose 

two members to conclude the prayer time by asking for God’s help to be faithful to making the 

proper applications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 1 

Read Psalm 145 every day this week and praise God for the characteristics you 

observe to be true of Him. The focus this week is expanding our view of God the 

Father so that we would become a more grateful people. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Week 2: (Ephesians 1:7-12) 

7 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace, 
8 
which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 

9 
making known to 

us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ
10 

as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

11 
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 

him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
12 

so that we who were the first to 

hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________I  Am Made for More________________________________ 
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Week 2 Group Study: “More Effort to More Jesus” part 2 

 

Ephesians 1:7-12 

Key Verses 

 

“In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 

works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might 

be to the praise of his glory.” – Ephesians 1:11-12 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• In Christ the Son we have redemption by His blood, and the forgiveness of sins. 

• Once our redemption was purchased by Jesus Christ, we were made to be useful and profitable to 

God. 

• The mystery of God’s plan is the coming unity of all creation. 

• There is a double inheritance in the Christian life: we inherit Christ and He inherits us. 

 

Key Background 

 

Ephesians chapter 1 illuminates the mysteries of being in Christ and the ramifications of that relationship. 

In verses 7-12, Paul moves from the work and blessings of God the Father to expound upon the work and 

blessings of God the Son. The key word in this section is redemption. We see Christ at work to secure the 

redemption of humanity and, in turn, the unification of all things to Christ. This is done so that there will be 

no division between heaven and earth. This chapter explodes our minds, so that we would have the mind 

of Christ, to rightfully see God as all in all. 

Key Paradigm Shift 

We Must Shift from More Effort to More Jesus 
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1. What were the key points from last week in our discussion on Ephesians 1:1-6? 

 

2. Remind yourself of the applications that were mentioned last week. What God stories do you have 

to share from what you applied last week? 

1. Paul moves from the work and blessings of God the Father to the work and blessings of God the 

Son. Go around the room and everyone share a favorite family memory. 

 

 

 

2. Read Ephesians 1:7-12. Highlight the verbs in this passage. What is being or has been 

accomplished in Christ according to these verses?  

 

 

 

3. According to the passage, in what manner has Christ redeemed and forgiven us? 

 

 

 

4. What is the mystery of God’s will that has been made known to us? 

 

 

 

5. Read verse 11 again. What terms or phrases speak to God’s sovereignty in that verse? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. The fact that we needed to be redeemed means that we were in bondage. In our natural human 

condition we were useless to God, unfit for the purpose He created us to have. In light of this, de-

scribe Christ’s work of redemption. 

 

 

 

 

2. Steve explained that the original readers would have pictured a slave market that was common in 

the Roman world when reading this section. What did our liberty cost? 

 

 

 

 

3. God not only washes us clean at the moment of redemption, He also continually lavishes His riches 

upon His adopted children. Some have taken this to mean we can keep on sinning. What makes 

that wrong thinking? 

 

 

 

 

4. God is working in history to unite all things in Christ. Where we now see struggle there will one day 

be unity. What does this tell you about God and the world in which we live? 

 

 

 

5. Paul refers to a double inheritance here—we inherit Christ and Christ inherits us (vs. 18 makes that 

point even more clearly). What are some of the ramifications of that double inheritance?  

Explain 
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1. Nothing haunts the soul like the shame of sin, and nothing liberates the soul like God’s forgiveness 

and the experience of God’s wholeness. How can we develop an ever-expanding view of God’s 

grace? 

 

 

 

 

2. The mystery of God’s plan has been made known to us. What is our responsibility related to this 

knowledge in which we’ve been instructed? 

 

 

 

 

3. God’s ultimate plan is to bring unity to all things in Christ so that He can rightly be seen as all in 

all. It is easy to see the disunity in the world. What are examples of disunity in your life? 

 

 

 

 

4. Day by day and moment by moment, God is at work developing unity in us so that one day we will 

fully conform to the image of Christ, to the praise of His glory. How should that knowledge affect 

your view of present circumstances? 

 

 

 

 

5. Like the last section, this section too ends on a note of blessing. Write down what has been 

accomplished in Christ based on this passage. 

 

 

 

 

6. Our first shift is from more effort to more Jesus. What is your biggest fear in pursuing this shift?  

Apply 
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Paul leads his readers to a deep appreciation for the work and blessings of Christ. We’ve discussed our 

redemption purchased by Jesus and the mystery of God’s plan revealed to us.  

 

In your prayer time this week, the focus will be on the work and blessings of God the Son.   

 

1. To open, choose one member from your group to thank God the Father for what was 

accomplished through God the Son, based on your answers to application question 5. 

 

2. Have someone from your group confess the disunity we exhibit in our flesh based on your answers 

to application question 3. 

 

3. Choose one member to close your group by asking for God’s help to live what was mentioned in 

application questions 2 and 4. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 2 

Read Philippians 2:5-11 every day this week to be reminded of what it cost Jesus 

Christ, God the Son, to liberate us. The focus this week is expanding our view of God 

the Son so that we would become a more dependent people. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Week 3: (Ephesians 1:13-23) 

13 
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 

him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14 

who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 

acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

15 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 

the saints, 
16 

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 
17 

that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of reve-

lation in the knowledge of him, 
18 

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know 

what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 

saints, 
19 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 

to the working of his great might 
20 

that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 

far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come. 
22 

And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church, 
23 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________I  Am Made for More________________________________ 
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Week 3 Group Study: “More Effort to More Jesus” part 3 

 

Ephesians 1:13-23 

Key Verses 

 

“And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” – Ephesians 1:22-23 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• Three essential experiences of the believer are hearing the word of truth, believing in God the Son, and 

being sealed by God the Spirit. 

• Two essential marks of a believer are faith and love. 

• The Christian life should be marked by continual growth in the knowledge of God. 

• The church is chosen by Christ to express His fullness in every corner of culture and in every sphere of 

society.  

 

Key Background 

 

Ephesians chapter 1 illuminates the mysteries of being in Christ and the ramifications of that relationship. 

In verses 13-14, Paul moves from the work and blessings of God the Son to expound upon the work and 

blessings of God the Spirit. Then Paul concludes chapter one with a prayer. It is the passion of Paul’s heart 

that the church would have an ever-expanding view of the greatness of God. This chapter explodes our 

minds, so that we would have the mind of Christ, to rightfully see God as all in all. 

Key Paradigm Shift 

We Must Shift from More Effort to More Jesus 
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1. What were the key points from last week in our discussion on Ephesians 1:7-12? 

 

2. Remind yourselves of the applications that were mentioned last week. What God stories do you 

have to share from what was applied last week? 

1. Paul moves from the work and blessings of God the Son to the work and blessings of God the 

Spirit. There is often uncertainty around the Spirit in the church. Go around the room and 

everyone share something that scares them. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Ephesians 1:13-14. Highlight the verbs in this passage. What is the work of the Holy 

Spirit in these verses?  

 

 

 

 

3. Read Ephesians 1:15-23. What does Paul pray for the Ephesian church? 

 

 

 

 

4. What are the characteristics of the church that Paul has heard about? 

 

 

 

5.According to verses 22-23, what does God use to express His fullness in all things? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. Steve defined believing in verse 13 as accepting God’s word as truth and acting accordingly. With this 

definition, what are some results associated with belief? 

 

 

 

 

2. Paul uses the phrase “for this reason” to connect the doctrinal truth about the triune God to his prayer 

for the church. What makes connecting these two sections so important?  

 

 

 

 

3. Paul says the reason he has confidence that the Ephesians are believers is their faith and their love for 

all the saints. What makes this a good indicator of someone’s salvation? 

 

 

 

 

4. Paul is well aware of the lethargic, apathetic attitudes that can sometimes set in (he has dealt with the 

Galatians). How would Paul’s prayer for the church confront that danger? 

 

 

 

 

5. What does it mean for God to use the church, the body of Christ, to express the fullness of Christ so 

that He can be seen in all things? 

Explain 
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The application questions this week are summary questions designed to help your group think deeply 

about the first essential paradigm shift, the shift from More Effort to More Jesus.  

 

 

1. The first essential shift we’ve observed from Ephesians 1 is the shift from More Effort to More Jesus. 

How would you characterize the need for this shift in your own life? 

 

 

 

2. In studying Ephesians 1 and thinking about this first essential paradigm shift, what has challenged 

you the most? What has encouraged you the most? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does having a bigger view of God affect the way we live? 

 

 

 

 

4. It is the responsibility of the church to take the fullness of Christ into every corner of culture and 

every sphere of society. How are you doing personally at revealing the fullness of Jesus where you 

live, work, study, and/or play? 

 

 

 

 

5. What difference would it make if we implemented this shift in our church? 

Apply 
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Paul concludes his presentation of the work and blessings of the triune God by focusing on God the 

Spirit. One of the functions of God the Spirit is that He is our counselor. God also encourages us to seek 

the counsel of other godly members of the church.   

 

In your prayer time this week, have the men and the women of the group separate. In your smaller groups 

share any struggles, difficulties, needs, etc. 

 

1. Have two people in the group pray for each member by name. 

 

2. Close your prayer time by having someone pray Ephesians 1:15-23 over the group. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 3 

Read Isaiah 11:2 every day this week to be reminded of the ministry of God the Holy 

Spirit. The focus this week is expanding our view of God the Holy Spirit so that by the 

power of His ministry we would reveal the fullness of Christ in every corner of culture 

and every sphere of society. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Shift 2: More Volunteers to 
More Masterpieces 

Ephesians 2 

Jesus Made More Masterpieces 

In his letter to the church of Ephesus, Paul tells us that we are “God’s masterpiece created in 

Christ Jesus.” He also tells us that we have been created to “do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph. 2:8-10). The ministry of the Church is all the people of 

God activated in their unique masterpiece mission. This is to reveal the fullness of Jesus.  

 

Every Disciple Is a Unique, Handcrafted-by-God Vessel for Expressing the 

Fullness of Jesus 

Do you truly believe that? If we do, then it is important to make sure we are building each other 

up. It is our responsibility to be Chair 4 disciplemakers who help every disciple investigate their 

personal calling. This means a calling that mobilizes them for a one-of-a-kind mission for more. 

If we are going to see every corner of culture and every sphere of society filled with the fullness 

of Jesus, we have to make a shift in how we think about people. It is the multiplication of these 

masterpiece missions that will create a beautiful mosaic where Jesus uses us to fill everything in 

every way. 

If you think about it, the local church is probably the largest and most effective volunteer force 

on the planet. What organization mobilizes as many people on a daily basis for service? 

If you lined up the next 10 largest organizations that mobilize volunteers, the combined total of 

all those organizations’ volunteer hours would pale compared to the total number of volunteers 

and volunteer hours the local church yields each day. 

But if we’re honest, the way we’re motivating people reveals that we see people less like God’s 

masterpieces and more like volunteers needed to keep everything going. 
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Shift 2: More Volunteers to 
More Masterpieces 

Ephesians 2 

More Volunteers vs. More Masterpieces 

Let’s look at what more volunteers means versus more masterpieces (as you read the list, think 

about how you view ministry): 

More Volunteering Means: 

• Ministry equals volunteerism a few hours a month. 

• Engaging ministry requires people to join a program of the local church or partner 

organization. 

• Seeing people as a means to an end to run the programs of the church and in so doing, 

fulfill “the vision” of “the church.”  

More Masterpieces Means: 

• Ministry equals all of life and happens mostly where we live, work, study, and play. 

• Engaging ministry requires everyone to be a disciple who makes disciples first; and secondly, 

it requires disciples to fulfill their personal calling. 

• Seeing leadership as the means to equip people to discover their personal calling and 

encouraging them to lives of service that reflect their calling. 
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Shift 2: More Volunteers to 
More Masterpieces 

Ephesians 2 

 

Every follower of Jesus is made to BE the unique masterpiece God designed them to be within 

the context of a healthy, biblical church family. 

So, how do we begin to make this critical mobilization shift? We often say that right thinking 

produces right living. Just as how we think about Jesus impacts how we live as the church, so 

also how we think about people impacts how we do ministry. 

 

Think “For Them;” Not “From Them” 

When you think of what you want for people, think about how they are made for Christ. How 

can you help people serve with joy because they’re doing ministry for Jesus? 

 

Distinguish Bible Knowledge from a Biblical Worldview 

Don’t simply challenge people to know the Bible. Instead, inspire them to let the Bible inform 

the way they see all things and how they function in the world. 

 

Have an Audacious Kingdom Vision 

The God-given vision for the church is so audacious it pushes well beyond simply “running the 

programs of the church.” God’s vision for His masterpieces runs toward filling every corner of 

culture and every sphere of society with the fullness of Jesus. 

If we believe and embrace this shift, we will ask these questions: What is ministry ultimately 

about? How do I view myself? How do I view others? How do we help others investigate their 

unique design? 

 

We Must Move from More Volunteers to More Masterpieces  
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Week 4: (Ephesians 2:1-3) 

1 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 

2 
in which you once walked, following the course 

of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons 

of disobedience— 
3 
among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 

desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________I  Am Made for More________________________________ 
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Week 4 Group Study: “More Volunteers to More Masterpieces” 

part 1 

 

Ephesians 2:1-3 

Key Verses 

 

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this 

world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 

disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 

body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” – Ephesians 2:1-3 

(ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• Humanity apart from Christ is spiritually dead. 

• There is a distinction between the desires of the body and the desires of the mind; humanity has 

violated both. 

• Humanity in her natural state faces the condition of being children of wrath—subject to the wrath of 

God. 

• The natural human condition is universal, no one escapes it.  

 

 

Key Background 

 

Ephesians chapter 2 investigates God’s design of the church. In Ephesians 2:1-3, we find one of the 

toughest truths that we all must come to grips with—humanity is spiritually dead. Paul moves from extolling 

the greatness of God in chapter one to speaking honestly about the hopelessness of the human condition 

in these verses. Chapter 2 demonstrates how it is God’s plan to redeem an utterly broken and divided 

humanity, unite her with Himself, and build a church that is made to be more. 

Key Paradigm Shift 

We Must Shift from More Volunteers to More Masterpieces 
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1. What were the key points from last week in our discussion on Ephesians 1:13-23? 

 

2. What was the key paradigm shift that we observed in Ephesians 1? 

 

3. How has that shift affected your life and how have our first 3 weeks of our group impacted you? 

1. In this section we see the utter failure of humanity. Share a failure from your life.  

 

 

 

 

2. Read Ephesians 2:1-3. Highlight the descriptions of humanity in this passage. Based on these 

descriptions what is the state of humanity before Christ?  

 

 

 

 

3. Everyone is following something or someone. What or whom does humanity follow before 

Christ? 

 

 

 

 

4. There are no redeeming qualities about humanity and the depth of depravity which has infected 

all of humanity. How then would you compare humanity to the God we talked about in 

chapter 1? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. Steve defined two characteristics of death as powerlessness and corruption. In what ways are 

humans powerless and corrupt? 

 

 

 

 

2. How does humanity apart from Jesus follow the world and the prince of the power of the air? 

 

 

 

 

3. Paul calls humanity the sons of disobedience. How does humanity disobey? 

 

 

 

 

4. Paul claims that humanity once carried out the desires of the body and the mind. What causes 

Paul to make this distinction and what are some examples of the desires of the body and some 

examples of the desires of the will? 

 

 

 

 

5. Apart from Christ, we are by nature children of wrath—that is, we are deserving of the wrath of 

God. People yearn for fairness; what would be the fair response from God toward His creation?  

Explain 
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1. How does an understanding of the depth of humanity’s depravity affect your expectations of lost 

people? 

 

 

 

2. How is it possible that humanity can be unaware that she is following a world system and Satan to 

her eventual destruction?  

 

 

 

 

3. In Ephesians 1, we discussed God’s sovereignty and how he chose us. How does this section help 

you appreciate His sovereignty?  

 

 

 

 

4. Steve mentioned a book by Os Guinness titled The Dust of Death. In it Guinness argues there is a 

fatal flaw in every human philosophy and only in Jesus is there an adequate answer to the human 

condition. How does that understanding inform you in discerning what people need most? 

 

 

 

 

5. How does this section affect your view of humanity? 

 

 

 

6. Our second shift is from more volunteers to more masterpieces. How would being brought from 

spiritual death to life result in a masterpiece? How would you characterize the need for this shift?  

Apply 
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After a discussion on the depth and depravity of a spiritually dead humanity, it is good to refocus on the 

greatness of God. 

 

Take some time to share where you need God’s strength to live the life He has called you to live. 

 

1. Have one person open the group by praising God for who He is. 

 

2. Have another person continue by confessing our desperate need for God’s strength. 

 

3. Have someone else continue by thanking God for redeeming us and using us to fill the earth with 

His presence. 

 

4. Have a 4
th
 person conclude the prayer by asking God for His strength in the areas mentioned 

earlier so that we would live lives to the praise of His glory. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 4 

 

Read again Ephesians 1:15-23 each day this week. Knowing what 

we deserve, the focus is to be reminded of the purpose of our redemption. 

Ask God to continually remind you of the hope, the riches, 

and the greatness to which God has called you.   

Respond in Prayer 
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Week 5: (Ephesians 2:4-10) 

4 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 

5 
even when we 

were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 

saved— 
6 
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 
7 
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 
not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast. 
10 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________I  Am Made for More________________________________ 
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Week 5 Group Study: “More Volunteers to More Masterpieces” 

part 2 

 

Ephesians 2:4-10 

Key Verses 

 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not 

a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” – Ephesians 2:8-10 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• God was driven to act on behalf of a spiritually dead humanity because of His mercy and love.  

• God makes us fully alive to experience the joys of daily living.  

• Our liberation from spiritual death was God’s doing alone and therefore He alone deserves all praise. 

• God has liberated us to do good works so that we would be a vivid demonstration of the heart and 

character of God. 

 

 

Key Background 

 

Ephesians chapter 2 investigates God’s design of the church. Ephesians 2 begins with the depth of 

humanity’s sinfulness, and then in verse 4 Paul changes his tone, beginning with the two beautiful words 

“But God.” In verses 4-10 we see the greatness of God’s redemptive work. Chapter 2 demonstrates how it 

is God’s plan to redeem an utterly broken and divided humanity, unite her with Himself, and build a 

Church that is made to be more. 

Key Paradigm Shift 

We Must Shift from More Volunteers to More Masterpieces 
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1. What were the key points from last week in our discussion on Ephesians 2:1-3? 

 

 

2. Remind yourselves of the applications that were mentioned last week. What God stories do you 

have to share from what was applied last week? 

1. In this section we will be studying about God liberating people from death to life. That’s a work 

that is impossible for anyone else. Share a superpower you’d like to have and why. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Ephesians 2:4-10. Highlight the descriptions of humanity in this passage. Based on these 

descriptions what is the state of humanity after being liberated by Christ? 

 

 

 

 

3. How would you characterize humanity’s relationship with God before and after God 

demonstrated His love to us through Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the purpose of our liberation according to this passage? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. Verse four marks a dramatic contrast in this section. How significant are the words “But God”? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. God was driven to act based on His mercy and love. How should we understand God’s mercy and 

love? How would you define these terms? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Notice all the ways that we are now “with Christ.” What is significant about these realities? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How does being a recipient of grace prevent us from boasting in ourselves? How does being a 

recipient of grace affect your worldview? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. God has made us to do good works. What does He desire to display through us and in the good 

works He has prepared for us? 

Explain 
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1. What did God do in order to extend mercy, grace, and love to us while we were His enemies? How 

does that influence your approach toward people? 

 

 

 

2. The verbs in this passage are all past tense. What are some reasons we don’t always experience the 

joy of these completed actions? 

 

 

 

 

3. Based on everything God has done for us in this passage, what attitude should we have toward 

God? 

 

 

 

 

4. God through Jesus Christ allows us to experience life as it is meant to be lived. How do we live the 

fully alive life in a world that is still suffering the sting of sin? 

 

 

 

 

5. God prepared good works for us before we even existed. What does that say about the value and 

importance of those works? What is one good work you know you should do this week that is out 

of the ordinary for you? 

 

 

 

 

6. Our second shift is from more volunteers to more masterpieces. How does this shift along with a 

    Be-Do-Go mindset make you feel? 

Apply 
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This week we’ve discussed what it looks like to be fully alive. So, in our prayer time this week, the focus is 

bringing life into the dead zones of society.  

 

1. Break up into several smaller groups of 3-5 people.  

 

2. Share any people or places in society that need to know this life. 

 

3. Share any ideas you have for bringing life to those people or those places. 

 

4. Pray for those people and places and for God’s strength to put into practice the ideas discussed.   

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 5 

Read Psalm 150 every day this week. Ask God for the passion to live the fully alive 

life. May God use this Psalm to put a smile on your face and a bounce in your step 

as you joyfully live life to the praise and glory of God the Father. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Week 6: (Ephesians 2:11-22) 

11 
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by 

what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 
12 

remember that you were 

at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 

to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
13 

But now in Christ 

Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14 

For he himself 

is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 

hostility 
15 

by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create 

in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16 

and might reconcile us both to 

God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 
17 

And he came and preached 

peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 
18 

For through him we both 

have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
19 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 

are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
20 

built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
21 

in whom 

the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
22 

In him you 

also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________I  Am Made for More________________________________ 
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Week 6 Group Study: “More Volunteers to More Masterpieces” 

part 3 

 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Key Verse 

 

“For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 

wall of hostility.” – Ephesians 2:14 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• Through Jesus Christ hope came to the Gentiles.  

• Jesus Christ bridged not only the gap between humanity and God, He also bridged the widest gap 

between people groups, namely, Jew and Gentile. 

• The wholeness between Jew and Gentile achieved in Christ produced one body, the church. 

• This body is a living, growing habitation of God. 

 

 

Key Background 

 

Ephesians chapter 2 investigates God’s design of the church. Ephesians 2 closes by showing that Jesus 

was not just the divine peacemaker between God and man, but also the divine peacemaker of humanity. 

Therefore, a previously separated humanity characterized by hostility results in a masterpiece of unity 

reflecting the glory of God. Chapter 2 demonstrates how it is God’s plan to redeem an utterly broken and 

divided humanity, unite her with Himself, and build a church that is made to be more. 

Key Paradigm Shift 

We Must Shift from More Volunteers to More Masterpieces 
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1. What were the key points from last week in our discussion on Ephesians 2:4-10? 

 

 

2. Remind yourselves of the applications that were mentioned last week. What God stories do you 

have to share from what was applied last week? 

1. In this section we will be studying how God united two distinct people groups. Humanity never 

would have dreamt of uniting Jews and Gentiles. Share the strangest food combination you’ve 

ever tried. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Ephesians 2:11-22. Highlight what Paul is asking the Gentiles to remember about 

themselves. Based on these descriptions how would you characterize the relationship between 

Jews and Gentiles? 

 

 

 

 

3. Underline what Paul says is true about Gentiles now. What differences do you notice? 

 

 

 

 

 4. For what reason did God unite Jews and Gentiles? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. Gentiles used to be called “the uncircumcision” by the Jews. Beyond the obvious, what did this 

label refer to? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did it mean that the Gentiles had no hope and were without God in the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How would a watching world react to seeing unity between Gentiles and Jews? What does this say 

about God? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. This passage says we have been granted a new citizenship. What are some privileges and 

responsibilities of being citizens in God’s kingdom? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. God’s kingdom is built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets with Jesus as the 

cornerstone. How would you explain that to someone? 

Explain 
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The application questions this week are summary questions designed to help your group think deeply 

about the second essential paradigm shift, the shift from More Volunteers to More Masterpieces.  

 

 

1. The second essential shift we’ve observed comes from Ephesians 2 and it is the shift from More Vol-

unteers to More Masterpieces. How would you characterize the need for this shift in your own life? 

 

 

 

2. In studying Ephesians 2 and thinking about this second essential paradigm shift, what has chal-

lenged you the most? What has encouraged you the most? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does seeing the people of God as masterpieces as opposed to volunteers affect the way we 

live? 

 

 

 

 

4. It is the responsibility of the church to reflect the unity and glory of God to every corner of culture 

and every sphere of society. How are you doing personally at reflecting God’s unity and holiness 

where you live, work, study, and play? 

 

 

 

 

5. What difference would it make if we implemented this shift in our church? 

Apply 
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Paul concludes chapter 2 by detailing how the unity of God’s diverse people becomes the dwelling place 

for God. The focus this week is to pray for our church, that we would be the kind of kingdom citizens who 

reflect that unity well. 

 

1. Have one person begin by thanking God for the peace He has achieved and for the right to be 

citizens in His kingdom. 

 

2. Have someone else close your prayer time by asking for God’s help to see ourselves as 

masterpieces who display the unity and holiness of God where we live, work, study, and play.   

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 6 

Read Hebrews 10:19-25 every day this week. The end of that passage 

talks about some of the responsibilities of being the church. 

Pray for the church and for help holding fast, stirring up, attending, 

and encouraging as we see the day approaching. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Shift 2: From More Guilt to More Love 
Ephesians 3 

The Great Mobilizer Is More Love 

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul prays that the people he loves would know together the deep 

love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge. Paul tells us that as we walk and abide in that love 

for us, that love will overflow through us to those around us. 

We desire that Central be filled beyond measure by people who discover their personal 

calling—for the purpose of expressing the deep love of Christ and His fullness to every corner of 

our community. But executing that vision can be difficult. Sometimes we aren’t sure how to help 

people find that calling WHILE life keeps going. That second part gets us into trouble because 

that’s when we tend to shift our motivation from love to guilt. 

If we’re honest, sometimes we mobilize people through guilt. 

Paul reminds us that the only sufficient motivation for mobilizing God’s people God’s way is 

love—not guilt. To pour the fullness of Jesus into others, we must first be filled with the fullness 

of Jesus’ love. We’re called to motivate people by helping them understand how loved they are 

in Christ. 

We were made to love more. Jesus’ love is the only sufficient motivation for our mission to 

More.  

Developing a Be-Do-Go Framework 

Often times our framework for church can be Come-See-Stay. We want to get people here 

(come) and allow them to experience all the church offers (see) so that they will plug in (stay). 

God’s vision for the church is for so much more. The church exists to explore our primary 

calling to be disciples (BE) who make disciples of others (DO) wherever we live, work, study, 

and play (GO). We all share this calling. The primary calling is to be a Chair 4 disciplemaker. 

Apart from that we all have a personal calling. The personal calling is your one-of-a-kind 

Masterpiece Mission. 

Our personal calling distinguishes us from other disciples. It utilizes our unique gifts and finds its 

significance within the context of our primary calling to make disciples who express the deep 

love of Christ. Every personal calling rests on the foundation of that primary calling. 

Love binds together our primary and secondary calling. It is the foundation for the Be, Do, Go 

framework. Paul says that when you are certain of Jesus’ love for you, it becomes like the 

foundation of a building or the roots of a tree. 

In fact, the moment we build our personal calling on anything else, we miss the point—it could 

even be a good thing, but it becomes a distraction that takes away from the Masterpiece 

Mission we were made to live out. 
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Shift 2: From More Guilt to More Love 
Ephesians 3 

From Guilt to Love 

• Instead of motivating by identifying the urgent need and asking people to “make a 

difference,” we motivate by first helping people understand how loved they are in Christ—

that He has already “made the difference” they most need. 

• Instead of keeping the emphasis on Do and Go, we stress Be, Do and Go and how they 

work together. 

• Instead of equipping disciples to “follow the Great Commission,” we equip disciples to “live 

the Great Commission,” taking into consideration the primary calling of the church and the 

personal calling of each Christ—follower, to reveal the fullness of Jesus in every corner of 

culture and every sphere of society. 

The Foundation of Love 

Our first concern as disciples is that others are equipped to know how to abide in the love of 

Jesus together with the family of believers. Once that happens, the Church experiences the joy 

of serving in ministry as the natural overflow of their life with Jesus. It is the highest honor to join 

Jesus on His mission wherever we live, work, study, and play. Living this life leads to continually 

taking new steps in ministry without the need for external pressure because we are simply 

motivated by Christ’s love. 

If we believe and embrace this we will ask questions. These questions can be the catalyst that 

leads us to a new paradigm for our church—and back to God’s design for the body of Christ. 

Here are some of those questions: Do we practice regular rhythms of work and rest that keep us 

in sync with God’s design for us, embodied in the life of Jesus? Are we intentional about helping 

people identify their personal calling and encouraging them to discover and act on it based on 

the foundation of their general calling to be Chair 4 disciplemakers? Do I use knowing the love 

of Christ together with all the saints as my chief motivator? 

 

We Must Move from More Guilt to More Love 
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Week 7: (Ephesians 3:1-13) 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 
2 
assuming that you 

have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 
3 
how the mystery 

was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 
4 
When you read this, you can 

perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
5 
which was not made known to the sons of men in 

other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit. 
6 
This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, 

and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

7 
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given 

me by the working of his power. 
8 
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 

was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9 
and to bring to light for 

everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 
10 

so that 

through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 
11 

This was according to the eternal purpose that he has 

realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
12 

in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 

through our faith in him. 
13 

So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which 

is your glory. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________I  Am Made for More________________________________ 
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Week 7 Group Study: “More Guilt to More Love” part 1 

 

Ephesians 3:1-13 

Key Verses 

 

“To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 

the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden 

for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might 

now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” – Ephesians 3:8-10 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• Paul saw himself only as a prisoner of Christ, not Rome, and accountable only to the judgment of God. 

• The mysteries of God are now under the stewardship of all Christians to relay to all of humanity. 

• To be a partaker of the promise is to have the Holy Spirit live in us and empower us to do everything 

God wants us to do. 

• Suffering for the cause of Christ is the sure way to victory. 

 

Key Background 

 

Ephesians chapter 3 explores the key motivator of the church. In this section a great mystery is revealed. 

Jews and Gentiles are joint-heirs, joint-bodies, and joint-partakers of the gospel. This was done so that the 

world may see how God’s wisdom and love colors all of life. Chapter 3 demonstrates how the love of 

Christ is expressed to His church in order to build a unified church that is made to love more. 

Key Paradigm Shift 

We Must Shift from More Guilt to More Love 
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1. What were the key points from last week in our discussion on Ephesians 2:11-22? 

 

 

2. What was the key paradigm shift that we observed in Ephesians 2? 

 

 

3. How has that shift affected your life, and how have our first 6 weeks together impacted you? 

1. In this section we will be studying the revelation of a divine mystery. To begin the discussion, 

three people should assume the identity of someone famous. The rest of the group must ask 

questions to discover their identity. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Ephesians 3:1-13. Highlight what Paul says about the mystery in this passage. What did 

you learn about the mystery from this exercise? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does Paul describe himself in this section? 

 

 

 

 

4. When did God conceive of this mystery? What does that say about God? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. Paul alludes to the fact that he wrote Ephesians while he was a prisoner. What caused Paul to say 

he was a prisoner of Christ and not the Roman government?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. As a steward of God’s grace, what responsibilities did Paul have? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Upon coming to Christ, Gentile and Jewish believers become joint-heirs, joint-members of one 

body, and joint-partakers of the promise. What does all that mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Paul seemed continually amazed at the immense value of the riches of God bestowed upon 

humanity as well as his own weakness and unworthiness. What does this deep amazement 

produce? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Paul is concerned that his circumstances may cause the Ephesian believers to lose heart. What 

motivator does Paul use to appeal to them to remain vigilant?  

Explain 
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1. Paul is in prison while he writes to the Ephesians. How can you view difficult situations as opportu-

nities instead of obstacles? 

 

 

 

2. What has God given you stewardship over? How does having the attitude of a steward as opposed 

to an owner dictate how you perform the good works prepared for you? 

 

 

 

 

3. What causes disunity in relationships? How can we be agents of restoration? 

 

 

 

 

4. How can we be continually amazed at who God is and what He’s done? What advantages are 

there to that perspective? 

 

 

 

 

5. What are some practical ways we can demonstrate God’s wisdom and love to a watching world? 

 

 

 

6. Our third essential shift is more guilt to more love. What motivators do you use to mobilize others?  

Apply 
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Paul begins chapter 3 by telling of a mystery that is now revealed. The key motivator in revealing that 

mystery to others is love.  

 

1. Have one person begin by praising God for His love for us. 

 

2. Have someone else pray by telling God how we often fall short of loving others and displaying 

God’s love the way we should.  

 

3. Have someone else thank God for continuing to use us despite our shortcomings. 

 

4. Have a final person ask for God’s help in putting into practice the applications mentioned during 

your discussion. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 7 

Read John 17:20-26 every day this week. This is Jesus’ prayer for the church. 

Pray it as your prayer for the church. Pray for our unity 

and for the demonstration of that unity. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Week 8: (Ephesians 3:14-21) 

14 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 

15 
from whom every family in heaven and on 

earth is named, 
16 

that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened 

with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 
17 

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 

may have strength to comprehend 

with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
19 

and to know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

20 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 

the power at work within us, 
21 

to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Week 8 Group Study: “More Guilt to More Love” part 2 

 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

Key Verses 

 

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 

named, 
 
that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through 

his Spirit in your inner being, 
17 

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 

being rooted and grounded in love, 
 
may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, 
 
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 

that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” – Ephesians 3:14-19 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• Paul provides an example of the value of praying for others. 

• Knowing the love of Christ provides security and protection. 

• When struggles come we are to go to the saints so that together we can be reminded of the love of 

Christ. 

• The power to do more than we can ask or imagine is at work in us through the Holy Spirit. 

 

Key Background 

 

Ephesians chapter 3 explores the key motivator of the church. In this section Paul prays for the church. He 

shows that the love of Christ is the greatest motivator. Chapter 3 demonstrates how the love of Christ is 

expressed to His church in order to build a unified church that is made to love more. 

Key Paradigm Shift 

We Must Shift from More Guilt to More Love 
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1. What were the key points from last week in our discussion on Ephesians 3:1-13? 

 

 

2. Remind yourselves of the applications that were mentioned last week. What God stories do you 

have to share from what was applied last week? 

1. In this section we will discuss one of Paul’s great gifts to the Ephesian church, his prayer. To 

begin the discussion, share about one memorable gift you have received. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Ephesians 3:14-21. Highlight the actions that Paul prays for the church and what Paul 

asks God to do. Did you notice that man’s actions are passive whereas God’s actions are 

active? 

 

 

 

 

3. Paul begins this section with the words, “for this reason.” Read verse 13 to be reminded about 

the reason for Paul’s prayer. What caused Paul to pray? 

 

 

 

 

4. Paul says that God has the power to do more than we could ask or think. Where is the source 

of that power located? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. During this prayer Paul deals with the issues of motivation and perseverance. What makes those 

issues critical to the believer?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Based on this passage, what is the recovery process for spiritual depression or stagnation? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What could happen if motives outside of love drive our pursuit of being who God has created us to 

be? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Paul prays that the members of the body would understand the love of God together. What makes 

“with all the saints” such an important phrase in this section? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Based on this prayer, how would you describe what the church ought to look like and how would 

you describe the purpose of life? 

Explain 
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The application questions this week are summary questions designed to help your group think deeply 

about the three essential paradigm shifts discussed through the first three chapters of Ephesians.  

 

 

1. What has impacted you the most through our study of Ephesians? What are the three essential 

paradigm shifts we’ve discussed? 

 

 

2. How does the shift from more guilt to more love get expressed through the ministry of the church? 

What difference will it make?   

 

 

 

 

3. How does your view of God impact your view of the church? How has the book of Ephesians 

affected those views? 

 

 

 

 

4. How has this study made you feel? Any tension? Encouragement? Frustration? Relief? 

 

 

 

 

5. What shift do you need God’s help to live out most? 

Apply 
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Paul ends chapter 3 with a prayer. We’re ending our time in Ephesians for a season after tonight and will 

be focused on living out these realities in the context of our neighborhoods.  

 

Tonight as we pray, let’s break up the men and the women. In your smaller group share any shifts you 

need to make in your own life. 

 

1. Have two people in the group pray for each member by name. 

 

2. Close your prayer time by having someone pray Ephesians 3:14-21 over the group. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 8 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-13 every day this week. This is Paul’s famous explanation 

on the importance of love. Pray this week that God would develop in you a 

Christ-like love toward others. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Being More of a Neighbor 

During the next four weeks we will be examining how the truths of Ephesians 1-3 are to be lived 

out in our neighborhoods. When Jesus was asked to sum up all of the law into one command, 

he said to love God with everything we have and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

What would happen if our church took that command literally? What if each one of us actually 

began to love our neighbors as ourselves? What would happen if understood we were Made 

for More? 

 

Are you ever bothered by the fact that neighborhoods are mostly quiet? People generally live 

their lives with the doors slammed shut. What do you know about your neighbors? What are 

their biggest hurts, fears, successes? What drives them and motivates them? What is their 

worldview? Maybe those questions are too difficult. How about this—do you know their names? 

 

During the next four weeks Pastor Steve will be preaching through a challenging series designed 

to enlighten us on what a Christian neighbor should look like. We’ve got a long way to go to 

recapture the Made for More neighbor God intended us to be. The time in your Impact 

Group will be critically important as we encourage each other to Be-Do-Go in the design God 

has for us. 

 

Throughout our year-long study of Ephesians we will break from the study of Ephesians to 

explore how those truths get expressed in various phases of our lives. The purpose of scripture is 

always to affect the way we live. Let’s be praying we all live the Made for More life. 

An Introduction 
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Week 9: (Luke 19:41-44) 

41 
And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 

42 
saying, “Would that you, even you, 

had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your 

eyes. 
43 

For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you 

and surround you and hem you in on every side 
44 

and tear you down to the ground, you and 

your children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did 

not know the time of your visitation.” 
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61 

Week 9 Group Study: “Your Neighbors are Lost” 

 

Luke 19:41-44 

Key Verse 

 

“And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it.” – Luke 19:41 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• Jesus knew Jerusalem. 

• Jesus knew Jerusalem so well that he had a broken heart. 

• Jerusalem missed the message of the Messiah, which held the potential for a restoration of peace. 

• Blindness resulted from a failure to respond, and judgment would come. 

• Jerusalem was lost and was unaware of the direction she was headed. 

• Jesus finds no joy in rebuking sin and declaring its dire consequences. 

 

Key Background 

 

This passage is unique to Luke’s gospel. Luke provides the details of Jesus’ reaction upon seeing the city of 

Jerusalem. Jesus knew the city’s rejection of him as Messiah, He knew the events that were coming, and 

Jesus wept. He predicted that Jerusalem would become the object of a fierce siege as payment for her 

rejection. He painted a picture of the city’s ultimate destruction. This picture would soon become reality in 

A.D. 70 when Rome attacked, leading to the utter collapse of this city.  

Key Thought 

Reaching Our Lost Neighbors Begins with a Broken Heart 
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1. We are reading a passage where Jesus wept. Is there anything in life that makes you sad? 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Luke 19:41-43. Highlight the verbs concerning Jerusalem. How does Jesus characterize her 

past, present, and future? How do they relate to each other? 

 

 

 

3. Underline the actions of Jesus. What stands out? 

 

 

 

 

4. What did Jesus know about Jerusalem? What did Jerusalem know about herself? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The prediction of Jerusalem’s collapse was soon fulfilled. What does that say about God? 

Highlight 
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1. Jesus wept over a city and then predicted her destruction. How do God’s love and justice fit 

together? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the “things that make for peace” that Jesus referenced in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Based on this passage, how does Jesus feel about sin and lost people? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Based on this passage, what type of neighbor was Jesus to Jerusalem? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. God used a pagan empire, Rome, to fulfill the prediction of Jerusalem’s destruction. Jesus also 

predicted that children would be causalities, as well. How is God able to be consistent in His 

character and use a pagan empire in extending justice even upon children? 

Explain 
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1. How broken-hearted are you over the fact that your neighbors are lost? 

 

 

 

 

2. Like Jesus, we have the knowledge of our lost neighbors’ impending destruction. What 

responsibility do we have as we steward that knowledge? 

 

 

 

 

3. Pastor Steve challenged us with a tic-tac-toe board on Sunday. What scares you about taking the 

command to love your neighbors seriously? 

 

 

 

 

4. What difference would it make if everyone in our Impact Group was able to completely fill out our 

tic-tac-toe board? 

 

 

 

 

5. From Ephesians we were challenged with the shifts from More Effort to More Jesus, From More 

Volunteers to More Masterpieces, and From More Guilt to More Love. In what ways are those 

shifts needed as we love our neighbors? 

Apply 
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Being More of a Neighbor 
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Jesus wept because He knew the time for Jerusalem to respond was over. However the time for our 

neighbors to respond is not over. 

 

In our prayer time this week, the focus will be on interceding on behalf of our neighbors.  

 

1. Divide into smaller groups of 3-5. Share the names of any lost neighbors from your tic-tac-toe 

board. 

 

2. Have 1 person begin by thanking God that His heart breaks for the lost so much so that He sent 

His son Jesus to find them. 

 

3. Have 1 person pray for the lost names mentioned. 

 

4. Have a final person ask for God’s help in being the type of ambassadors who will love our 

neighbors the way Jesus commissioned us. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 9 

Read Jeremiah 9:1 every day this week. Pray for your neighbors every day 

and ask God to break your heart over the things that break His. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Week 10: (Luke 2:41-52) 

41 
Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 

42 
And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 
43 

And when the feast was ended, as they 

were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 
44 

but 

supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for 

him among their relatives and acquaintances, 
45 

and when they did not find him, they returned to 

Jerusalem, searching for him. 
46 

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
47 

And all who heard him were amazed at 

his understanding and his answers. 
48 

And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And 

his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great distress.” 
49 

And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did 

you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 
 50 

And they did not understand the saying 

that he spoke to them. 
51 

And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 

submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

52 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
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Week 10 Group Study: “Making Your Home a Ministry Center” 

 

Luke 2:41-52 

Key Verse 

 

“And he said to them, ‘Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 

house?’” 
 
– Luke 2:49 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• The character of Mary and Joseph is demonstrated by their 80-mile annual trip to the temple to 

celebrate Passover.   

• The normal age for Jewish boys to be considered responsible before God was thirteen. In the story 

Jesus was twelve.  

• There is a family problem: Jesus is missing. 

• Upon finding Jesus, Mary speaks for Joseph to level the parental complaint. 

• Jesus responds by asking the question, “Did you not know?,” designed to produce an affirmative 

response. 

• Mary and Joseph are confused by Jesus, revealing they do not completely understand the nature of 

Jesus’ mission. 

 

Key Background 

 

This story in Luke’s gospel is the prelude to Jesus’s adult ministry. It shows Jesus no longer as an infant, but 

now on the edge of adulthood. In this account, Jesus speaks for Himself to reveal how He understands His 

mission. The point of this passage is to reveal the primacy of Jesus’ relationship to the Father and how that 

relationship requires certain obligations.  

Key Thought 

Christianity Is Caught More Than It Is Taught 
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1. Remind your group about your tic-tac-toe board. Have you been able to fill out any more of your 

tic-tac-toe board since last week? 

 

2. What else have you been able to apply from last week’s discussion on “Your Neighbors Really Are 

Lost”?  

 

3. Begin this week by praying for your lost neighbors. 

1. In our study today we will read about a childhood moment in the life of Jesus. Go around the 

room and everyone share a favorite memory with your kids or when you were a kid. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Luke 2:41-52. Highlight the actions of Mary and Joseph in this passage. What would that 

experience be like for a parent? 

 

 

 

 

3. What was required of Mary and Joseph in order to go to Jerusalem each year to celebrate 

Passover?  

 

 

 

 

4. Describe Jesus’ response to His mom after she has been searching for Him for three days. 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. The journey to celebrate Passover was required of faithful men, but not women. In the Jewish custom 

Jesus was not considered a man until age 13. Based on the fact that Mary and Joseph both went 

and took Jesus with them, how would you characterize their parental values? 

 

 

 

 

2. How would it feel as a parent to not know where your 12-year-old son is for 3 days and have to 

travel back to the big city of Jerusalem to look for him? 

 

 

 

 

3. Jesus sat at the feet of the temple scholars learning and asking questions. The people watching were 

amazed at His understanding. Based on that, how would you describe Jesus as a boy? 

 

 

 

 

4. Jesus assumed His parents would know where He was, but they were confused by that response. 

What was the source of this misunderstanding? 

 

 

 

 

5. This was a very traumatic experience for Mary and yet the passage says she treasured all these 

things in her heart. What are the “all these things” the passage is referencing? 

Explain 
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1. Young parents are often advised to cherish the moment because kids grow up so fast. Perhaps 

Mary and Joseph weren’t ready to let Jesus go. How can we cherish those moments? 

 

 

 

 

2. Parents are given the responsibility of stewarding the development of a child toward adulthood. 

What must be imparted? As believers, we are tasked with making disciples who will be released to 

make other disciples. What needs to be imparted in that discipleship relationship? 

 

 

 

3. The context for raising kids is largely found at home. What can we do so that we see our homes as 

a ministry center? 

 

 

 

4. Who from your tic-tac-toe board can you invite into your home this month? 

 

 

 

 

5. From Ephesians we were challenged with the shifts from More Effort to More Jesus, from More 

Volunteers to More Masterpieces, and from More Guilt to More Love. In what ways are those shifts 

needed for homes to truly become ministry centers? 

Apply 



 

72 

A lot of ministry happened in the home, even for Jesus. Mary and Joseph created a home where Jesus 

would grow in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man. 

 

In your prayer time this week, the focus will be on the home. 

 

1. Divide into men and women. Share any obstacles that you believe need to be overcome for your 

home to become a ministry center. 

 

2. Have someone pray by adoring God for being a God who welcomes us and then confess that we 

are not always as hospitable as we should be. 

 

3. Have someone else close by asking for God’s help to overcome the obstacles that were just 

mentioned and for invites that would be extended to the people mentioned in application 

     question 4. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 10 

Read Acts 16 every day this week and pay special attention to the hospitality that 

Lydia and the Philippian jailer extended. Be praying for the names on your tic-tac-toe 

board and how you can extend biblical hospitality to them. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Week 11: (Romans 11:11-24) 
11 

So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather, through their 

trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 
12 

Now if their trespass 

means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will 

their full inclusion mean! 

13 
Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 

magnify my ministry 
14 

in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of 

them. 
15 

For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance 

mean but life from the dead? 
16 

If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, 

and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 

17 
But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were 

grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 
18 

do not be 

arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the 

root that supports you. 
19 

Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted 

in.” 
20 

That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through 

faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 
21 

For if God did not spare the natural branches, 

neither will he spare you. 
22 

Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those 

who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. 

Otherwise you too will be cut off.
23 

And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be 

grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 
24 

For if you were cut from what is by 

nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much 

more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree. 
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Week 11 Group Study: “Your Family Tree Has Room for More” 

 

Romans 11:11-24 

Key Verse 

 

“Do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the 

root that supports you.” – Romans 11:18 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• God now deals with Gentiles on the same basis, in terms of salvation, that He deals with Jews, 

because of Israel’s rejection of Jesus.   

• Despite Israel’s unbelief, Gentiles should not feel arrogant toward Jews.  

• The proper response toward God who provides salvation is not pride, but fear. 

• If God set aside Jews temporarily because of their unbelief, then God can set aside the Gentiles 

because of their boasting. 

• If God can do the difficult thing of grafting in the Gentiles, then God can surely do the easier thing, 

which is restoring the pruned branches (Israel). 

 

Key Background 

 

In this passage Paul is explaining how God is dealing with Israel as a whole. Even as Israel resists God and 

the salvation He provided through Jesus Christ, God is at work through the Gentiles to bring Israel back. 

The grace of God in the present age not only magnifies the grace of God, but proves His family tree has 

room for more. 

Key Thought 

The Father Is Not Happy Until Everyone Is at the Table 
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1. Remind your group about your tic-tac-toe board. Have you been able to fill out any more of your 

tic-tac-toe board since last week? 

 

2. What else have you been able to apply from last week’s discussion on “Making your Home a Min-

istry Center”?  

 

3. Begin this week by praying for your lost neighbors. 

1. We will discuss this week some about Israel’s rejection of Jesus. Have you ever had a family party 

where someone whom you wanted to be there didn’t show up? What was that experience like? 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Romans 11:11-24. Highlight the instruction given to the Gentiles in this passage. What 

does Paul primarily caution against? 

 

 

 

 

3. How are the branches supported?  

 

 

 

 

4. What is the ultimate plan of God as it relates to Jews and Gentiles according to this passage? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. Paul makes the case that what will most please the heart of God is seeing Jews and Gentiles fully 

included in the plan of God. What makes this such an attractive picture? 

 

 

 

 

2. Once a wild branch has been fully grafted into a tree what is the result? How does this apply to the 

Gentiles? 

 

 

 

 

3. Pastor Steve made the statement, “We don’t love our neighbors to convert them; we love our 

neighbors because we’ve been converted.” Discuss the tension in that statement. 

 

 

 

 

4. Paul says that unless the Gentiles continue in the kindness of God they too will be cut off. What 

does he mean by that statement? 

 

 

 

 

5. What does this passage teach you about God and humanity? 

Explain 
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1. If you have people hang around you long enough, they become family. Describe the joy of 

extending your family. 

 

 

 

 

2. God is using the Gentiles to make the Jews jealous for a relationship with the Messiah. Along those 

lines, he uses the church as sent ones to the world. How are you doing at being the church? 

 

 

 

3. Right now the situation is messy. God desires all people (Jews and Gentiles) to be at the table. How 

can we be strengthened to engage “messy” people, knowing that is what God has always done for 

humanity?  

 

 

 

4. Which of your neighbors from your tic-tac-toe board do you believe God is calling you to invest in? 

 

 

 

 

5. From Ephesians we were challenged with the shifts from More Effort to More Jesus, from More 

Volunteers to More Masterpieces, and from More Guilt to More Love. In what ways are those shifts 

needed if we are going to make more room in our family tree? 

Apply 
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We have seen that we are living in a world that’s not as it should be. God has room in His family tree for 

more people and He has chosen to use us to accomplish His purposes. 

 

In your prayer time this week, the focus will be on our spiritual family tree. 

 

1. Have one person begin by thanking God for our “grafting in” and being a part of His family tree. 

 

2. Have someone pray for the people who were mentioned that our Impact Group is investing in. 

 

3. Have someone else close by asking for God’s help to find joy in loving people. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 11 

Read Romans 11:33-36 every day this week and notice how Paul’s description of the 

Jews and Gentiles resulted in praise. Be praying for the names on your tic-tac-toe 

board and praise God for the privilege of loving them. 

Respond in Prayer 
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Week 12: (Luke 10:25-37) 

25 
And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do 

to inherit eternal life?” 
26 

He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read 

it?” 
27 

And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 
28 

And he 

said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

29 
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 
Jesus replied, “A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him 

and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 
31 

Now by chance a priest was going down 

that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side.
32 

So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
33 

But a Samaritan, as he 

journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 
34 

He went to him 

and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and 

brought him to an inn and took care of him.
35 

And the next day he took out two denarii and gave 

them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you 

when I come back.’ 
36 

Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man 

who fell among the robbers?” 
37 

He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to 

him, “You go, and do likewise.” 
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Week 12 Group Study: “Graduate - Level Neighboring” 

 

Luke 10:25-37 

Key Verses 

 

“’Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the 

robbers?’ 
 
He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise.’” – 

Luke 10:36-37 (ESV) 

 

 

Key Principles 

 

• The lawyer was able to correctly summarize the law. His problem was not knowing, but living. 

• The Samaritan was the least likely in the story to offer help, and yet he did so. 

• The genuineness of the Samaritan’s love was obvious by the lengths he went to in order to care for the 

man. 

• Jesus reversed the lawyer’s question to demonstrate the importance of showing love, rather than 

receiving love. 

• Showing mercy regardless of any other consideration is a defining mark of a Biblical Neighbor. 

 

Key Background 

 

This story takes place on the road between Jerusalem and Jericho. The terrain was difficult and the few 

travelers on that road were often met by robbers. The robbers used tricks, including pretending to be 

injured on the side of the road. Jews and Samaritans hated each other. There were numerous reasons not 

to help, yet this story reveals what graduate-level neighboring is all about. 

Key Thought 

Being a Biblical Neighbor Is Loving People Different Than Us 
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1. Remind your group about your tic-tac-toe board. Have you been able to fill out any more of your 

tic-tac-toe board since last week? 

 

 

2. What have you been able to apply from our “Being More of a Neighbor” series? 

 

 

 3. Begin this week by praying for your lost neighbors. 

1. In this passage we read about a lawyer who stands up to ask Jesus a question. If Jesus were 

sitting here, what is one question you would ask Him? 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Luke 10:25-37. Highlight the reactions by the three passers-by to the helpless man. What is 

surprising about these reactions? 

 

 

 

 

3. How did the lawyer summarize the law? 

 

 

 

 

4. What were the ways the Samaritan showed compassion to the helpless man? 

Review 

Highlight 
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1. The lawyer’s second question is “who is my neighbor?”. He asked that question desiring to justify 

himself. How might an answer to this question help justify himself?  

 

 

 

 

2. Why might we have expected the priest or the Levite to help? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What reasons might the Samaritan had for not helping? 

 

 

 

 

4. In the conversation between the lawyer and Jesus, who is testing whom? What is the purpose of the 

final test Jesus leaves for the lawyer? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Remember the original question, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” You can find several 

biblical responses to that question. Here, the answer is love God and love your neighbor. In Luke 

18, the answer is obey God’s commands, sell all that you have and give to the poor. In Acts 16, it 

is believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Are these different answers or the same answer? If the same, how 

do you reconcile them? 

Explain 
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1. If being a biblical neighbor extends to loving those most unlike us, then surely it includes loving 

those in our neighborhood. Do you currently live at a pace that allows you to know those in your 

neighborhood? 

 

 

 

 

2. Discuss some practical ways you can overcome your fears of interacting with neighbors you don’t 

know. 

 

 

 

3. What would it cost you to truly extend biblical love to your neighbors? What might be some of the 

consequences? 

 

 

 

4. What are the activities you most enjoy doing or the topics you are most interested in? How might 

you use those to build relationships with those on your tic-tac-toe board? 

 

 

 

 

5. From Ephesians we were challenged with the shifts from More Effort to More Jesus, from More 

Volunteers to More Masterpieces, and from More Guilt to More Love. In what ways are those shifts 

needed if we are going to be graduate-level neighbors? 

Apply 
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We have spent an amazing 12 weeks together identifying several key paradigm shifts we need to make 

and how those shifts specifically relate to our neighborhood. 

 

1. Have one person begin by thanking God for our Impact Group and what we’ve learned together 

through His Word. 

 

2. Have people pray as they desire. 

 

3. Have someone else close by asking for God’s help in applying these shifts and being the kind of 

neighbors we are called to be. 

Individual Prayer Focus for Week 12 

Read Luke 10:25-37 every day this week. 

Pray that our church would be biblical neighbors to the people 

in our neighborhoods and pray that it would start with you. 

Respond in Prayer 
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The Journey Continues 

This session of Impact Groups has come to a close, but the journey of living what we’ve 

discussed has just begun. That’s the beauty of the Made for More life. Continue to press 

toward More Jesus, More Masterpieces, and More Love. Use what you have learned through 

this study to step out into your neighborhood and put it into practice. 

 

Consider again what will happen if God’s people live God’s way. We believe that when this 

happens, the biggest social issues that exist in our communities will be solved. God’s people 

living God’s way works better than any program, it works better than any government initiative. 

It works because the Creator and Designer of life made it to work that way.  

 

So, whatever your personality, whatever your gifts, whatever your passions, start living your 

Masterpiece Mission now. Share your joys and your struggles with us, because we are all in this 

Made for More journey together. It is a sacred journey, one that has the potential to 

transform your neighborhood, your city, and perhaps the world. 

 

We hope you know that you can do it and we can help. It is our prayer that we all share the 

conviction that most ministry happens where we live, work, study, and play and that ministry 

includes all of life. The Made for More church is about sending as opposed to attracting and 

accumulating. The role of the local church is to be a mobilizing home who deploys God’s 

people into every corner of culture and every sphere of society. 

 

To continue that equipping we invite you to be a part of our next round of Impact Groups. 

During those groups we will explore Ephesians 4 & 5. Two more paradigm shifts will emerge: 

the need to move from more control to more missionaries and the need to move from more 

programs to more mission fields. We really are Made for More.  
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