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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

Last month I introduced you to some of my reading these days—Carey Nieuwhof.  

I read him quite a bit these days.  He is a leadership guru in the business world and in 

the church world.   

I will get back to him in a bit. First … Lent.  
 

For many people, Lent is associated with certain kinds of sacrifice--giving up something 

one enjoys for the Lenten season (giving up soda, or chocolate). These forms of  

voluntary self-denial have served the Christian faithful well over the centuries as a set 

of practices that help take us out of our daily routines and ordinary life in order to renew ourselves in living the  

Gospel. 

But what does it mean to journey through Lent in a time of global pandemic.  There has been much involuntary  

self-denial – travel, leisure time and activities, and not visiting family and loved ones.   

I would say, for me to ask the congregation to live in additional self-denial for the notion of spiritual renewal seems 

cruel at this moment in history. This is all the more true when one views practices of asceticism as simply ends in 

themselves and not means toward something greater — when one looks at the traditional Lenten traditions of  

fasting, prayer and giving to those in need as a form of punishment rather than an opportunity to redirect one's focus 

to others, this can be rather disconcerting.    

I would hope that this Lenten season, we could focus not so much on giving up something, but rather we should  

focus more on communal renewal more than ever. Instead of giving up something, how about focusing our Lenten 

prayer time on the road unknown going forward? 
 

Now, this is where Carey Nieuwhof comes into play.   
 

Carey Nieuwhof gives some ideas on how the church will move forward in this new day.  Nieuwhof speaks of how 

the church will move forward in the new digital default church. 
 

Nieuwhof writes, “Like it or not (and a lot of church leaders don’t seem to like it), digital is your new default as a  

leader.” 

1. MAKE DECISIONS FOR TODAY, NOT FOR FOREVER 

I wish I knew when things were going back to normal (or, forward to normal as we say at our house).  You see,  

I really do not think that things will go back.  Yet, I do believe, along with Nieuwhof, that we will see a semblance of 

what we think is normal (I am not a fan of the term: New Normal).  The other aspect is this—we do know when this 

semblance of normal will begin.  Actually, I think that it will be at different times for different folks.   

So, for Lent, may we pray for RRPC, and the session, that we make the best decisions for now, not for forever. We 

need to pray that we as a congregation focus on serving people today. 
 

 

2. MAKE THE MISSION YOUR FOCUS, NOT THE METHODS 

Make your mission bigger than your methods.  Nieuwhof states, “What’s felt so frightening over the last while is that 

the methods we’ve used for decades (centuries) collapsed before our eyes. The mission hasn’t.” 

Growing God’s Table! There’s Always Room for One More.  Being here for our community.  Proclaiming the Good 

News.  Guess what? THESE have not changed.  

So, for Lent, may we pray that we keep our mission at the center—not that we hold onto the way we have done 

things. Our methods will continue to shift. The model is temporary, but the mission is eternal.  Pray that we  

remember what we are about as a church.  

 



 

 

3. GET INNOVATIVE…FAST 

This, I think, we have done.  Think about all that we have done over the past year.  We have to keep it going.    

Nieuwhof writes: When I look back on my ‘success’ over the last few decades, a lot of my breakthrough moments 

came through crisis situations where we weren’t sure what to do, so we just did whatever seemed best. 

While necessity is the mother of invention, crisis can be the cradle of innovation. 
 

4. SIMPLE AND REAL BEATS POLISHED AND PROFESSIONAL 

Okay … this is self-explanatory.   

So, for Lent, let’s pray that we are real and authentic.  
 

5.   REACH MORE PEOPLE 

I suspect that most folks think that church is merely something they go to, not something they really have ownership 

in beyond their involvement. 
 

What if that changed …now? 
 

What if we take Matthew 28:19-20 
 

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you  

always, to the end of the age.”  
 

We can use our social media to get the message out, but the real force of faith happens when the people of the  

congregation use social networking to get the message out.  As well, it is the church being the church that will bring 

other folks to worship—online, or in person.  
 

First, people are growing lonelier by the day. 
 

Second, when a disruption like this one happens, people are willing to change their patterns. 
 

Third, people are looking for hope. 
 

For Lent, may we pray that we are being the church by sharing the gospel online and in person.  For Lent, may we 

share online, using our own social media, as well as the church’s social media.  
 

So, this Lent is different.  May we pray for RRPC.  May we live out our faith in a new way.   

Lent? Is it something we really do as Presbyterians? Great question.  

Stacy Maisch writes in an article, “How Presbyterians Do Lent:” 
 

Presbyterians are not required to do anything at all for Lent, it seems.  Many Presbyterian churches encourage a 

“Lifestyle change” to bring you more in touch with your faith, but nothing is absolutely required.  I noticed that, in my 

own church, our entire Lenten Series spoke only about how “Christ Centered is Cross Centered,” and made no 

mention at all about giving anything up for the season. Well, that at least sounded a lot more like the relaxed  

Presbyterian faith I grew up with, but it left me with more questions. 
 

If we’re not required to do anything for Lent, why do so many Presbyterians observe Lent through a sacrifice of 

some sort?  The best answers I found in my research came from a blog by the Presbyterian Pastor, Rev. Dr. Mark 

D. Roberts.  In his blog, he discussed the difference between the reformed church’s observance of Lent and the  

Roman Catholic teachings.  Since Lent is not specifically taught in scripture, Protestants who want to observe and 

make the season of Lent special are encouraged to add a spiritual discipline to their lives instead of giving up  

something. 
 

Suddenly, the addition of Lenten small group Bible studies at my church made a whole lot more sense to me than 

my Lenten sacrifice of giving up something. 
 

Now that I learned what I was supposed to be doing for Lent, where did that leave me?  If I wanted an “out,” I  

certainly had one.  I was free from giving up anything for the whole season!  
 

While the technical answer is “yes,” I realized that wasn’t the right answer for me.  I thought about my reasons for 

doing anything for Lent and knew that it was less about the letter of the law (or lack thereof), and more about my 

own connection to my faith.  While there is nothing in the Bible that spells out that Lent reflects Jesus’ sacrifice for 

us, that is how I always have interpreted it.  If Lent is the lead-up to Easter, when we celebrate the greatest sacrifice 

in the history of mankind, it makes sense to me that I should experience some small sacrifice to honor the God who 

gave up His only Son and Jesus who gave up His life for us sinners. 

 

Calvin’s Corner 

 

 

March Birthdays 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I  

apologize sincerely!  Please let me know if  anyone is missing from this list and send the  

correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

The Facebook LIVE recording of our worship service is a blessing to many people.  As a congregation, we need to 

be aware that the sensitive microphones that are used pick up conversations from across the sanctuary. The  

recording of the worship service starts with the Prelude at the piano or hand bells and continues to the end of the 

service.  Please be mindful of the recording and cease all conversations and movement when the Prelude begins.  

Thank you! 

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Mike Biggers 3/1 Evan Spickard 3/17 

Andy Jenkins 3/4 Audrey Reynolds 3/18 

Steve Jewett 3/4 Emma Wakeman 3/18 

Anna Talton 3/6 Skylar  Cole 3/18 

Jerry Clark 3/9 Brad Earley 3/22 

Gigi Hunnicutt 3/10 Jonathan Donnelly 3/23 

Jeff Thomas 3/10 Devin Rockel 3/24 

Grace Bechtol 3/11 Melissa Horton 3/26 

Candice Shepard 3/13 Michael Eason 3/26 

Chelsea Campbell 3/14 Alison Dulin 3/28 

Tristen Rockel 3/14 Julia Alexander 3/29 

Ben Schneider 3/15 Joe Eason 3/31 

Justin Linker 3/15 Kingston Young 3/31 

Jane Talton 3/16 Patrick Spickard 3/31 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Louise Carter; Harlan Hoover; Shirley Younker, Shawnee Wakeman’s  

mother; Kristen Goodman, friend of Susan and Scott Jones; Jimmie Shockney, friend of the Freeman 

family; Krista Eason; Amy Harrison, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Gail Harvey and family; Roy Harris;  

Willie Walker, friend of Vance and Brenda Horton; Gail McEntire, friend of Jerry Clark; Mr. & Mrs. Conley 

Mealey, family of Louise and Bob Carter; Phyllis Griffin; Charlie Moon, former scout; Scott Nicholson, son 

of Joan Nicholson; Chris Linker, cousin of Ashelyn Earley; Jonathan Ewart, friend of Stephanie Campbell; 

Charlotte Wells, mother of Gigi Hunnicutt; Steve Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; Owen Hey, nephew of Glenn 

Jones; Michelle Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry Clark; Eric Larsen; Curtis Rose, cousin of Shirley Rockel;  

Dale Powers; Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia Alexander;  Don Bechtol, father of Chris Bechtol; Kay Jenkins, 

friend of Jerry Clark;  Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger; Jim Busse, 

friend of Stephanie Campbell; Brendan Milliken; Jimmy McDonald; Teresa Williams.  



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of March 
Monday, March 1       Jeremiah 1:11-19and John 4:27-42 

Tuesday, March 2       Jeremiah 2:1-13, 29-32 and John 4:43-54 

Wednesday, March 3      Jeremiah 3:6-18 and John5:1-18 

Thursday, March 4      Jeremiah 4:9-10, 19-28 and John 5:19-29 

Friday, March 5       Jeremiah 5:1-9 and John 5:30– 47 

Saturday, March 6       Jeremiah 5:20-31 and John 7:1– 13 

Sunday, March 7       Jeremiah 6:9-15 and Mark 5:1-20 

Monday, March 8       Jeremiah 7:1-15 and John 7:14-36 

Tuesday, March 9       Jeremiah 7:21-34 and John 7:37-52 

Wednesday, March 10     Jeremiah 8:4-7, 18-9:6 and John 8:12-20 

Thursday, March 11       Jeremiah 10:11-24 and John 8:21-32 

Friday, March 12       Jeremiah 11:1-8, 14-17 and John 8:33-47 

Saturday, March 13       Jeremiah 13:1-11 and John 8:47-59 

Sunday,  March 14        Jeremiah 14:1-9 (1-16) 17-22, Mark 8:11-21 

Monday, March 15      Jeremiah 16:(1-9) 10-21 and John 6:1-15 

Tuesday, March 16      Jeremiah 17:19-27 and John 6:16-27 

Wednesday, March 17     Jeremiah 18:1-11 and John 6:27-40 

Thursday, March 18      Jeremiah 22:13-23 and John 6:41-51 

Friday, March 19       Jeremiah 23:1-8 and John 6:52-59 

Saturday, March 20      Jeremiah 23:9-15 and John 6:60-71 

Sunday, March 21      Jeremiah 23:16-32 and Mark 8:319:1 

Monday, March 22      Jeremiah 24:1-10 and John 9:1-17 

Tuesday, March 23      Jeremiah 25:8-17 and John 9:18-41 

Wednesday, March 24     Jeremiah 25:30-38 and John 10:1-18 

Thursday, March 25      Jeremiah 26:1-12 and John 10:19-42 

Friday, March 26       Jeremiah 29:1(2-3) 4-14 and John 11:1-27 

Saturday, March 27       Jeremiah 31:27-34 and John 11:28-44 

Sunday, March 28      Zechariah 9:9-12and Matthew 21:12-1 

Monday, March 29      Jeremiah 11:18-20; 12:1-16 and John 12:9-19 

Tuesday, March 30      Jeremiah 15:10-21 and John 12:20-26 

Wednesday, March 31     Jeremiah 17:5-10, 14-17 and John 12:27-36 

2021 BUDGET:  $412,819  ACTUAL YTD:  $25,776 

NEEDED MONTH FEBRUARY:  $31,755  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,939 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

2/7/2021 $9,232 +$1,293 -$22,523 

2/14/2021 $4,959 -$2,980 -$17,564 

2/21/2021 $3,811 -$4,128 -$13,753 

2/28/2021 $15,418 +$7,479 +$1,665 

The Harrisburg Crisis  

Assistance Ministry Food 

Pantry is still going 

strong at RRPC!   

We serve an average of 

15 families per week, 

with food as well as  

financial aid.   

Food donations are  

accepted all week as 

long as someone is in the  

office.  You also have the 

option of giving online: 
 

1) rockyriver.org/giving  

(choose food pantry) 

2) venmo: Harrisburg-

FoodPantry 
 

We are still taking  

precautions and wearing 

masks and asking the 

clients to stay in their 

cars.   

Weekly needs are  

published on our website 

and Facebook page 

Online Giving - Did you forget your tithe?  Are you tired of writing checks each week?   

Are you going to miss service next week but still want to donate?  Now you can—with a 

touch of a button from your smartphone!  Scan this QR code with a QR reader app on your 

phone OR with your camera and you will be directed to our website, where you can make 

a donation instantly!  You can also set up a recurring donation by visiting 

www.rockyriver.org.  Just click on the giving tab and follow the instructions.   

Online giving has never been easier!   

 

 

So I was left with this realization.  I could choose to stop my observance of Lent at any time without any change in 

my faith or standing.  But Jesus was offered a similar “out” on the cross.  He could hop on down at any time and 

continue to live his life.  All he had to do was say that he wasn’t the Son of God, and he’d be free to go.  This parallel 

may not reflect the exact teachings of the Presbyterian Church, but that is how I have always viewed Lent. 

Next year, I plan to be a good little Presbyterian and add something like a Bible study to celebrate Lent. 

CE Corner 

Bailey Morton, Director of  Christian Education 
 

March Youth Calendar: 

• Sunday school will continue Sunday’s at 10 AM   

• Bible study will continue Wednesday’s at 7 PM 

• Confirmation is happening Wednesday’s at 5:15 PM 
 

March 7th – Youth group at 6:00pm! 

March 14th - Youth Group at 6:00pm! 

March 21st -  Youth Group at 6:00pm! 

March 28th - Youth Group at 6:00pm! 
 

Children: 

• Sunday school at 10 AM - would love more volunteers to teach! You do not have to have any training, I just ask 

that you be reliable and excited about teaching our kids! 

• Bedtime prayers every Tuesday at 7 PM via zoom    ●    Bible Study Wednesday Evening at 7:00pm 

Bedtime Prayers with Bailey - This is an ongoing program geared towards our younger children, but anyone can 

join us.  Tuesday nights at 7:00pm.  Wear your comfy pajamas and bring your listening ears and Ms. Bailey will read 

you a story and pray with you before you go to bed.  We do this via Zoom, and the link is the same each week.   

Contact Cyndi in the off ice if you need the link or check your weekly email.   

Easter Egg Hunt!!   
Sunday March 28th 
after Worship Service 
As long as the weather  
permits, we will be  
offering an Easter Egg 
Hunt on Sunday, March 
28th after worship service.  If you would like to 
help, we are asking for donations of pre-filled 
plastic eggs to be dropped off in the office  
by Sunday March 21.  The candy should be  
individually wrapped and put in the eggs so less 
people handle them.    
Thank you in advance! 

Adult Ministry  

• Sunday School in the Sanctuary at 10:00am each week taught by Neal Carter  
• Bible Study Tuesday morning at 9:00am 
• Bible Study Wednesday evening at 6:00pm 
• Theology on Tap 2nd Monday of each month at Percent Tap House 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Frockyriver.org%2Fgiving&data=04%7C01%7C%7C214bfc7f2ce446572bff08d8c16862d6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637472001364064562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu


 

 

Here’s What’s Happening!! 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study -  The Tuesday morning bible study will resume on March 2 at 9:00am in the 

Session Room. We will continue our study of Naomi as told in the book of Ruth.  All are welcome!   
Questions:  Contact Ann Windell at annwindell@yahoo.com or 704-244-6084 

Theology on Tap - Monday, March 8 at 7:00pm at the Percent Tap House.   

This is a great opportunity to re-connect with the church, and to engage in a lively  

discussion of living your faith in today’s world.  Please join Neal and support a local  

business at the same time. 

 

Game Night will be Friday  

March 12th and 26th in the  

Fellowship hall.   

Come join in the fun of playing  

different games with fellowship 

and laughter.  
Questions?  Contact Priscilla Giuliano at tttandsp@gmail.com or 

704-706-4378 

Silver Sneakers Classes are back!  One class per day at 10:00am Monday thru Thursday  

• Mask required upon entering, during exercise and exiting the building. 

• Enter from the side entrance and exit through the elevator side entrance. 

• We must stay 6 feet apart. 

• We need to exit our class as soon as possible; the YMCA Children's group is also utilizing the space after our class. 

Sacred Spaces Yoga with Shay 

Monday at 6:30pm.  

We have a new instructor, Shay Perry, 

who is excited to teach on Monday  

evenings.  Classes will be held every 

Monday at 6:30pm for all levels.   

Bring your own mat, water bottle and facemask.   

Shay will accept donations at the door.    
Questions:  Contact Shay Perry at shayrayela@gmail.com  

Steve’s Mobile Foods :  For the best and most affordable all beef Hot Dog, Brat or Polish Sausage in this area, 

come see Steve on Wednesday and/or Friday afternoon!!  He will be here as long as the weather permits from 

11:00 to 3:00 each day.  All toppings are free and unlimited including his secret recipe Chili and Slaw!   

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, March 2 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  - discussing Lesson 5, Lamenting Life 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible 

Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, 

prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of 

each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Did You Know? 

• That our website is a great source of information, including a link to the church calendar, copies of each weeks bulletins and 

Neal’s sermons.  Visit www.rockyriver.org and give us your feedback! 

• That you can also be kept informed about what is happening at RRPC by joining our Facebook Page.  If you have a          

Facebook account and want to be included in our group just let Cyndi in the office know! 

• That our online directory is available on your smartphone OR your laptop?  We update it on a regular basis so you can have 

access to members current addresses and telephone numbers!  Go to Instant Church Directory and follow the instructions to 

log in!  Make sure Cyndi has your current email address on file as that is what you will need to create a log-in.   
 

 
 

 

The Spring session of GriefShare  will begin on Thursday, March 18th at 6:00pm.  

This will be the week after daylight savings time starts, and we're still planning to wear 

masks and meet with social distancing at the church fellowship hall.  We may also have 

the ability to do Zoom virtual connection for anyone who might want to check in from 

home.  Registration is best done online at www.griefshare.org, or by calling the church 

office (704-455-2479) or Julia Alexander@ 704-579-0781 . 

We are offering the Loss of a Spouse video and lesson for viewing at church with one of our GriefShare team.  

Contact Julie Alexander if you are interested in this workshop.  We are here for people who are hurting after losing a 

loved one, so let us know if you need us.   

Thank you to our faithful facilitators - Julia Alexander, Mimi Reynolds, Pam Sciascia, and Karen Cobb. 

 

Rocky River Readers ● March 22 ● 7:00pm 

We will be reading and discussing Out of Warranty by Haywood Smith.   

Wanting to remarry when her health-costs eat up all her money, widow Cassis Jones  

enlists the grudging help of recluse fellow patient Jack and devises a pragmatic but  

unconventional solution when dating proves unsuccessful.  New members are  

welcome!  Contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203 or tttandsp@gmail.com. 

AA Meetings - Did you know that we host a Women’s AA meeting on Monday and Thursday each week?  

If you or someone you know is struggling you are encouraged to attend.  The meetings are held at 11:00am  

upstairs in the education building.  While these meetings are primarily for women, the leaders of the group can also 

give you information on co-ed or men’s meetings as well.   

Contact Scarlett Lazarus if you have any questions 704-791-9970 

We are pleased to announce that 

RRPC now has a mobile phone 

app that works on both iPhone 

and Android phones.  

Simply download the Ministry One 

app on your phone and follow the 

directions to look for Rocky River 

Presbyterian Church.   

The app is basic now but we intend to add features as 

we go forward. You can you receive messages or  

notifications from the church, listen to podcasts,  

contact the church via text, and give or tithe to the 

church safely right from your phone. If you have  

questions or need help installing the app email Reggie 

Hunnicutt at reghunnicutt@gmail.com.  

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:tttandsp@gmail.com
mailto:reghunnicutt@gmail.com

