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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

It has been a year since we started being the church in a pandemic.   

Kris Beckert penned an article -- One Year Later: What Has the Church Learned? 

As in the rest of society, little did we know that what would happen over the course of 

this past year would cause a historic shift not only in the life of the church but ministry 

in general—perhaps an acceleration into the future, ten years ahead of time. 

But what have we learned?  

In the words of Winston Churchill, “Never waste a good crisis.” 
 

 Many still believe the church is a building 
 

On this issue, I am varied.  I am well aware that the Church is a called out gathering. During the pandemic, we 

have used our building in a very resourceful way.  We recognize that we are the church—not the building.   

However, our building has been a very effective tool of ministry over the past year; moreover, it will be a very  

effective tool of ministry going forward.  The church is a called out gathering (that is the actual meaning).  We are 

called out to worship and ministry.  We gather to worship.  Gather means that we cannot be the church alone as 

individuals, but collectively.  

 

 The nimbler you are, the less pain to pivot 
 

“Pivot” is a word that has been added to our vocabulary as we had to change what we were doing in a short 

amount of time.  

For us, we went through staff changes and had to create a live-stream system.  As well, we adapted the food  

pantry’s system of outreach, so that folks were able to be served.  We were able to start AA and other ministries 

while keeping the farmers’ market going as well.  We have moved on the fly.  
 

 Discipleship reaps what it sows 
 

Many of the pain points of the last year in the church are symptoms of the discipleship that has or has not taken 

place over the course of many years.  

George Barna reports that one in three churchgoing individuals no longer attends. Even with online worship  

available, some congregants became disconnected from church and faith, perhaps because church attendance 

had been their only expression of faith. If there’s anything that this pandemic year has shown the church, it is that 

we can no longer neglect discipling people.  

The pandemic has also shown that discipleship and commitment are essential for the life of the church going  

forward.  During this past year, we have been committed to bible study for the youth on Wednesday evening.   

As well, now, we have a growing bible study for children.  We also have young families gathering for bible study.   
 

 Connection to the community translates to ministry opportunity 
 

One of the interesting things about the pandemic was the direction that churches turned, inward or outward. Inward 

churches focused their time and energy on practices of preservation, asking the question, “How do we continue 

what we’re doing and not lose people?” They hunkered down and in many cases, have been waiting things out to 

return to “normal.” Other churches turned outward, focusing their time and energy on people not associated with 

their church and seizing opportunities to serve.  

Yea … you guessed it … we did not hunker down.  We have turned outward.  Again, we have used the building for 

the community.  When I came five years ago, that was THE emphasis of your mission study at RRPC.  We have 

been faithful to your ministry during this past year.  

  

 



 

 

 Sometimes the answer is to grow small 
 

Ultimately, we have to be willing to work and adapt to the current situation and reach out to build community on  

Sunday, Wednesday, Thursday … whichever night we can.  

If George Barna is correct that 1 out of every 3 folks will not return to church (any church) – PERIOD – then we have 

to be willing to be the church with fewer disciples.  
 

 The best time to make changes is in the midst of change 
 

It may seem counterintuitive to add more to a seemingly heaping plate of change at hand—you don’t want to cause 

more anxiety, after all. But many of us have realized that times of upheaval present themselves as fertile soil to 

make the changes we’ve wanted to or that we’ve previously experienced resistance to. Not only have we hosted 

mass clean-outs of church closets and fridges; the pandemic gave permission to figuratively clean out the church 

closet, politely stop some ministries, and start others.    Yep.  
 

 In-person worship is no longer the only front door 
 

A year ago, first-time guests would come and check us out on a weekly basis and engage with us digitally all the 

time.  

Yep.  We have also seen a number of folks connect with us both in-person and online during the pandemic as 

well.  Some folks will be returning to a church with many new folks. 
 

 There is continued tension between online and embodied church 
 

This past year forced us to focus on online ministry—whether through broadcasting, social media, Zoom, online  

giving, or a whole host of apps. For some, it was the first time. Others had been doing it but now began to focus 

more on it. Most of us will continue. But a challenge now presents itself in the way of a question: How to balance the 

two.  This is not an easy task for the church.  Yet, even through pain, regret, and heartache, Jesus helps his church 

find a way. 
 

It is the Easter season.  It is the time that we look for resurrection hope in Christ.  He did not walk from the tomb to 

return to the old way.  He brought new life.  In the same way, we go forward in a new way.  As RRPC, may we  

continue to work, pray, and seek to reach out to find the balance to be the church right here—right now.   

Presbyterians: A Few Things to Know about Their History & Beliefs (1st in a series) 

(Adapted from an Amanda Casanova ChristianHeadlines.com, Contributor) 
 

Presbyterianism is one of the earliest religions to come from the Reformation, and it has long prided itself on tradition and 

deep faith.  The church’s unique hierarchy helped America in its early development as a democracy, and its belief in voting 

and elections are a hallmark of the church. 

Here are a few things to know about the Presbyterian church. 

1. Early Presbyterians founded congregations in America as early as the 1630s. 

Church roots are traced to Scotland and the writings of John Calvin, but in America, Presbyterians were the earliest  

Reformed immigrants.   They settled along the East Coast and founded congregations in the early 1630s. By 1706, seven 

Presbyterian ministers formed the first Presbyterian presbytery in America. Then in 1717, a synod was organized of four 

other presbyteries. 

Many early Presbyterians were among those who would help in the writing of the state and national constitutions, accord-

ing to the Presbyterian Historical Society. The synod itself met in Philadelphia in 1788 to form the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church in the United States of America and it also adopted its own constitution for the church. 

2. Presbyterianism refers to the system of church government of the church. 

The church name comes from the system of government the religion uses. Representative assemblies of elders, which are 

called presbyteries (our presbytery is the Presbytery of Charlotte), govern the church. In comparison, bishops govern the 

Episcopal Church and congregational church is government by congregations. The word “Presbyterian” comes from the 

bible, from the Greek word for “elder.” 

In the Presbyterian church, teaching elders (ministers) and ruling elders (elders), are ordained and responsible for their 

local congregation. Other business duties of the church, such as finance and buildings, are responsibilities that can be  

given to deacons.  In the Presbyterian Church (USA), a Presbyterian polity is used, where the governing bodies are  

session, a group of elected pastors and elders; presbytery, which is all congregations in a geographic area; synods, which 

are presbyteries in a geographical area; and the general assembly, which is the highest governing body in the church. 
 

To be continued next month…. 

  

Calvin’s Corner 

 

 

April Birthdays 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I  

apologize sincerely!  Please let me know if  anyone is missing from this list and send the  

correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Louise Carter; Harlan Hoover; Shirley Younker, Shawnee Wakeman’s  

mother; Jimmie Shockney, friend of the Freeman family; Krista Eason; Amy Harrison, friend of Stephanie 

Campbell; Gail Harvey and family; Roy Harris; Willie Walker, friend of Vance and Brenda Horton; Gail 

McEntire, friend of Jerry Clark; Mr. & Mrs. Conley Mealey, family of Louise and Bob Carter; Phyllis Griffin; 

Charlie Moon, former scout; Scott Nicholson, son of Joan Nicholson; Chris Linker, cousin of Ashelyn  

Earley; Jonathan Ewart, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Charlotte Wells, mother of Gigi Hunnicutt; Steve 

Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; Owen Hey, nephew of Glenn Jones; Michelle Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry 

Clark; Eric Larsen; Curtis Rose, cousin of Shirley Rockel;  Dale Powers; Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia  

Alexander;  Don Bechtol, father of Chris Bechtol; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark;  Sonya Moorehead, 

friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Brendan 

Milliken; Jimmy McDonald; Teresa Williams.  

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Ann Carroll 4/1 Shirley Rockel 4/15 

Beau Talton 4/1 Linda Rankin 4/18 

Kaysea Campbell 4/2 James Ide 4/19 

Laura Milliken 4/3 Garion Schneider 4/22 

Martha Ann McConnell 4/3 Bruce McConnell 4/25 

Janet Little 4/7 Shawnee Wakeman 4/25 

Nancy Tipton 4/7 Glenn Jones 4/26 

Trinity Ide 4/8 Jerry Murray 4/26 

Phyllis Miller 4/11 Lily Carriker 4/26 

Garrett Wells 4/13 Chris Williams 4/27 

Pamela Sciascia 4/15 Sarah Sciascia 4/30 

http://ChristianHeadlines.com


 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of April 
Thursday, April 1       Jeremiah 20:7-18 and John 17:1-11 (12-26) 

Friday, April 2        Genesis 22:1-14 and John 13:36-38 

Saturday, April 3        Job 19:21-27a Romans 8:1-11 

Sunday, April 4       Exodus 12:1-14 and Luke 24:13-35 

Monday, April 5       Jonah 2:14, 22-32 and John 14:1-14 

Tuesday, April 6       Isaiah 30:18-26 and John 14:15-31 

Wednesday, April 7      Micah 7:7-15 and John 15:1-11 

Thursday, April 8       Ezekiel 37:1-14 and John 15:12-27 

Friday, April 9        Daniel 12:1-4, 13 and John 6:1-15 

Saturday, April 10       Isaiah 25:1-9 and John 16:16-33 

Sunday,  April 11        Isaiah 43:8-13 and John 14:1-7 

Monday, April 12        Daniel 1:1-21 and John 17:1-11 

Tuesday, April 13       Daniel 2:1-16 and John 17:12-19 

Wednesday, April 14      Daniel 2:17-30 and John 17:20-26 

Thursday, April 15      Daniel 2:31-49 and Luke 3:1-14 

Friday, April 16       Daniel 3:1-18 and Luke 3:15-22 

Saturday, April 17      Daniel 3:19-30 and Luke 4:1-13 

Sunday, April 18       Daniel 4:1018 and John 21:15-25 

Monday, April 19       Daniel 4:19-27 and Luke 4:14-30 

Tuesday, April 20       Daniel 4:28-37 and Luke 4:31-37 

Wednesday, April 21      Daniel 5:1-12 and Luke 4:38-44 

Thursday, April 22      Daniel 5:13-30 and Luke 5:1-11 

Friday, April 23       Daniel 6:1-15 and Luke 5:12-26 

Saturday, April 24       Daniel 6:16-28 and Luke 5:27-39 

Sunday, April 25       Genesis 18:22-33 and Matthew 7:15-29 

Monday, April 26       Jeremiah 30:1-9 and Luke 6:1-11 

Tuesday, April 27       Jeremiah 30:10-17 and Luke 6:12-26 

Wednesday, April 28      Jeremiah 30:18-22 and Luke 6:27-38 

Thursday, April 29      Jeremiah 31:1-14 and Luke 6:39-49 

Friday, April 30       Jeremiah 31:15-22 and Luke 7:1-17 

2021 BUDGET:  $412,819  ACTUAL YTD:  $95,828 

NEEDED MONTH MARCH:  $31,755  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,939 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

3/7/2021 $10,142 +$2,203 -$21,613 

3/14/2021 $4,991 -$2,948 -$16,622 

3/21/2021 $6,602 -$1,337 -$10,020 

3/28/2021 $8,612 +$673 -$1,408 

The Harrisburg Crisis  

Assistance Ministry Food 

Pantry is still going 

strong at RRPC!   

We serve an average of 

15 families per week, 

with food as well as  

financial aid.   

Food donations are  

accepted all week as 

long as someone is in the  

office.  You also have the 

option of giving online: 
 

1) rockyriver.org/giving  

(choose food pantry) 

2) venmo: Harrisburg-

FoodPantry 
 

We are still taking  

precautions and wearing 

masks and asking the 

clients to stay in their 

cars.   

Weekly needs are  

published on our website 

and Facebook page 

Online Giving - Did you forget your tithe?  Are you tired of writing checks each week?   

Are you going to miss service next week but still want to donate?  Now you can—with a 

touch of a button from your smartphone!  Scan this QR code with a QR reader app on your 

phone OR with your camera and you will be directed to our website, where you can make 

a donation instantly!  You can also set up a recurring donation by visiting 

www.rockyriver.org.  Just click on the giving tab and follow the instructions.   

Online giving has never been easier!   

 

 

CE Corner 

Bailey Morton, Director of  Christian Education 
 

April Youth Calendar: 

• Sunday school will continue Sunday’s at 10 AM (no SS on April 4) 

• Bible study will continue Wednesday’s at 7 PM (not on April 7) 

• Confirmation is happening Wednesday’s at 5:15 PM (not on April 7) 
 

April 4th  – NO Youth group  

April 11th - Youth Group at 5:30pm! (dinner will be served) 

April 18th -  Youth Group at 5:30pm!  (dinner will be served) 

April 25th - Youth Group at 5:30pm! (dinner will be served) 
 

Children: 

• Sunday school at 10 AM - would love more volunteers to teach! You do not have to have any training, I just ask 

that you be reliable and excited about teaching our kids! 

• Bedtime prayers every Tuesday at 7 PM via zoom    ●    Bible Study Wednesday Evening at 7:00pm 

Bedtime Prayers with Bailey - This is an ongoing program geared towards our younger children, but anyone 

can join us.  Tuesday nights at 7:00pm.  Wear your comfy pajamas and bring your listening ears and Ms. Bailey will 

read you a story and pray with you before you go to bed.  We do this via Zoom, and the link is the same each week.   

Contact Cyndi in the off ice if you need the link or check your weekly email.   

Adult Ministry  

• Sunday School in the Sanctuary at 10:00am each week taught by Neal Carter  
• Bible Study Tuesday morning at 9:00am led by Ann Windell 
• Bible Study Wednesday evening at 6:00pm  (see details below) 
• Theology on Tap 2nd Monday of each month at Percent Tap House led by Neal Carter 

Bible Study Opportunity – Intergenerational – Wednesdays at 6 PM 

As we conclude Lent, we invite all to join us in a continued discussion around the word ‘resurrection.’ What does  

Jesus’s resurrection mean for us? How do we live into that hope today? What does new life look like for a church 

following a pandemic? All are welcome to engage in fellowship and discussion surrounding such questions and 

more on Wednesday evenings at 6 PM. Bring some dinner or stop at Steve’s hot dog stand and commit to spending 

time in scripture with church family! There’s even children’s bible study that will follow at 7:00pm 

Friends, it’s difficult to wrap my head around the fact that another Lent is almost coming to an end. It’s almost like the 

last one never ended. We’ve all heard the comparisons of our year amidst a pandemic being like a wilderness  

season. Though that comparison may seem a little tired, it’s not entirely inaccurate. We’ve all struggled at times to 

be Easter people throughout this wilderness period. Though, I feel so much hope and energy especially around 

Easter this year because I can feel new life springing up around us. There is always hope in knowing that Jesus  

conquered the grave. There is also hope as our church attempts to resurrect and bring life and activity back into the 

community. Stay tuned for information about bible studies, youth programs, and summer events that are sure to 

breathe life and energy into our church.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VBS!!  June 13 - June 17 from 6 - 8:30pm.  Click here to sign 

up!!  We are looking for volunteers to help decorate and plan, prepare meals, shepard/float with 

our groups of kids, and implement activities at themed stations.  Youth and adults are more than 

welcome to volunteer. Thanks for your help!   

Questions:  Contact Bailey Morton at dce@rockyriver.org  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Frockyriver.org%2Fgiving&data=04%7C01%7C%7C214bfc7f2ce446572bff08d8c16862d6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637472001364064562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4caea929abf49-vbsvolunteer


 

 

Here’s What’s Happening!! 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study -  Bible study is held each week at 9:00am in the Session Room 

We will begin a study on Romans: Good News That Changes Everything. All are welcome to join us.  
Contact Ann Windell if you have questions at 704-244-6084 

Theology on Tap - Monday, April 12th at 7:00pm at the Percent Tap House.   

This is a great opportunity to re-connect with the church, and to engage in a lively  

discussion of living your faith in today’s world.  Please join Neal and support a local  

business at the same time. 

 

Game Night will be Friday  

April 9th and 23rd in the  

Fellowship hall.   

Come join in the fun of playing  

different games with fellowship 

and laughter.  

                               All are welcome!! 
Questions?  Contact Priscilla Giuliano at tttandsp@gmail.com or 

704-706-4378 

Silver Sneakers Classes are back!  One class per day at 10:00am Monday thru Thursday  

• Mask required upon entering, during exercise and exiting the building. 

• Enter from the side entrance and exit through the elevator side entrance. 

• We must stay 6 feet apart. 

• We need to exit our class as soon as possible; the YMCA Children's group is also utilizing the space after our class. 

Sacred Spaces Yoga with Shay 

Monday at 6:30pm.  

We have a new instructor, Shay Perry, 

who is excited to teach on Monday  

evenings.  Classes will be held every 

Monday at 6:30pm for all levels.   

Bring your own mat, water bottle and facemask.   

Shay will accept donations at the door.    
Questions:  Contact Shay Perry at shayrayela@gmail.com  

Steve’s Mobile Foods :  For the best and most affordable all beef Hot Dog, Brat or Polish Sausage in this area, 

come see Steve on Wednesday and/or Friday afternoon!!  He will be here as long as the weather permits from 

11:00 to 3:00 each day.  All toppings are free and unlimited including his secret recipe Chili and Slaw!   

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, April 6 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  - discussing Lesson 6 in The Horizons Bible Study 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible 

Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, 

prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of 

each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Did You Know? 

• That our website is a great source of information, including a link to the church calendar, copies of each weeks bulletins and 

Neal’s sermons.  Visit www.rockyriver.org and give us your feedback! 

• That you can also be kept informed about what is happening at RRPC by joining our Facebook Page.  If you have a          

Facebook account and want to be included in our group just let Cyndi in the office know! 

• That our online directory is available on your smartphone OR your laptop?  We update it on a regular basis so you can have 

access to members current addresses and telephone numbers!  Go to Instant Church Directory and follow the instructions to 

log in!  Make sure Cyndi has your current email address on file as that is what you will need to create a log-in.   
 

 
 

 

The Spring session of GriefShare  began on March 18th and will meet every  

Thursday at 6:30pm.  We had a dozen participants registered and 9 who came under the 

threat of a Tornado!  We also had half a dozen Zoom participants that evening and got 

along quite well.  It has been an experience trying to do a hybrid group and we are trying to 

do our best to make the technology work for us.  Many thanks to Cyndi, Bill Alexander, and 

Reggie Hunnicutt, for their assistance in getting us operational.  We planned to offer just one 13 week GriefShare series 

this year, with offering Loss of a Spouse on an individual basis and several Surviving the Holidays videos in the Fall.   

The need for this support seems greater this year, whether due to the Pandemic or just more awareness of our  

losses.  We welcome your prayers for this ministry, and ask that anyone who is interested in becoming a facilitator to 

contact any one of us for more information.  Please consider volunteering for this worthwhile ministry!!  

Many thanks for your support from your Griefshare team: Julia Alexander, Mimi Reynolds, and Pam Sciascia 

 
Rocky River Readers ● April 26 ● 7:00pm 

We will be reading any book by author Susan Boyer.  Susan M. Boyer  is the author of the USA  

TODAY bestselling Liz Talbot mystery series. She was blessed with a quintessential small-town  

childhood and has had a life-long love affair with books. Susan is grateful to have been gifted with  

an over-active imagination. She was one of those children whose teachers were always telling her  

mamma that her talents needed to be “channeled.” She’s been making things up and writing them 

down her whole life.  New members are welcome!   

Contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203 or tttandsp@gmail.com. 

AA Meetings - Did you know that we host a Women’s AA meeting on Monday and Thursday each week?  

If you or someone you know is struggling you are encouraged to attend.  The meetings are held at 11:00am  

upstairs in the education building.  While these meetings are primarily for women, the leaders of the group can also 

give you information on co-ed or men’s meetings as well.   

Contact Scarlett Lazarus if you have any questions 704-791-9970 

We are pleased to announce that RRPC now has a mobile phone app that works on 

both iPhone and Android phones.   Simply download the Ministry One app on your 

phone and follow the directions to look for Rocky River Presbyterian Church.   

The app is basic now but we intend to add features as we go forward. You can you 

receive messages or notifications from the church, listen to podcasts, contact the 

church via text, and give or tithe to the church safely right from your phone.  

If you have questions or need help installing the app email Reggie Hunnicutt at 

reghunnicutt@gmail.com.  

SAVE THE DATE:  Women’s Retreat!  Joy for Joy! Our women's retreat to Montreat is November 12-14.  

William Black is open and will be serving meals. Mark your calendars and plan on joining us.  

More information to follow as we plan.  
Any questions call Priscilla Giuliano 704-706-3203 or email tttandsp@gmail.com 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:  April 25 during worship service.  Join us as we welcome our confirmands as members 

of Rocky River Presbyterian Church.   

MAY MEETING - Yes!  Sunday May 2.  We will worship together at 11:00am with communion, and then 

head to the grove for a picnic.  You are asked to bring your own picnic lunch, drinks, chairs and/or  

blankets, as we are still following COVID guidelines and not sharing food.  RRPC we will provide paper  

products, cups, utensils and trash cans.  We look forward to seeing everyone and sharing fellowship.  

mailto:tttandsp@gmail.com
mailto:reghunnicutt@gmail.com
mailto:tttandsp@gmail.com

