
Morning Worship 
at Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

11:00 AM 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

†ÊÊCALLÊTOÊCONFESSIONÊ 

†ÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊCONFESSION 

The Nursery is available for Infants-Kindergarten. 
The Alternative Worship Room (105) is available for those with sensory needs. 

  Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking. 

CHIMINGÊOFÊTHEÊHOUR 
WELCOMEÊ&ÊANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Please sign and pass the welcome pads located at the end of each pew. 
 You may also sign in electronically by scanning the code. 

PRELUDEÊÊ                                    

Gathering 

CALLÊTOÊWORSHIPÊ(Psalm 100) 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#475    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Gracious God, You are our Good Shepherd, yet we have often wandered away 
from Your loving care like lost sheep. We confess that we have gone astray, 
following our own desires rather than Your righteous paths. Through our own 
foolishness and negligence, we have allowed ourselves to become lost, failing 
to live up to the value You have placed upon us. Have mercy on us, O God, for 
we have gone astray and feel lost in our own ways. Forgive our sinfulness and 
help us to live more faithfully as Your servants. Guide us with Your loving 
hand and lead us back to the safety and joy of Your fold. In Jesus' name, 
Amen.  

One: MakeÊaÊjoyfulÊnoiseÊtoÊthe Lord,ÊallÊtheÊearth. 

All:  Serve the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing 

One: KnowÊthatÊthe Lord isÊGod.ÊItÊisÊheÊwhoÊmadeÊus,ÊandÊweÊareÊhis;ÊweÊareÊ 
  hisÊpeopleÊandÊtheÊsheepÊofÊhisÊpasture. 

All:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. Give  
  thanks to him; bless his name. 

One: ForÊthe Lord isÊgood; 

All:  his steadfast love endures forever and his faithfulness to all  
  generations. 



 

 

 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

Let us exchange a gesture of peace with our neighbors, and remain standing for our  
Response to Forgiveness. 

†ÊÊAÊTIMEÊFORÊSILENTÊREFLECTIONÊANDÊCONFESSION 

 One: FriendsÊbelieveÊtheÊgoodÊnewsÊofÊtheÊgospel. 

 All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 One: SinceÊGodÊhasÊforgivenÊusÊinÊChrist,ÊletÊusÊforgiveÊoneÊanother.Ê 
   TheÊpeaceÊofÊtheÊLordÊJesusÊChristÊbeÊwithÊyouÊall. 

 All:  And also with you. 

†ÊÊASSURANCEÊOFÊPARDONÊ&ÊPASSINGÊTHEÊPEACEÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

AÊTIMEÊFORÊCHILDREN            LauraÊSmith 

†ÊÊRESPONSEÊTOÊFORGIVENESSÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊGloria Patri                                          #581 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
 the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen.  

The Word 

PRAYERÊFORÊILLUMINATION 

Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from your mouth. Make us hungry for this heavenly food, that it may nourish 
us today in the ways of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, the bread of heav-
en. Amen. 

THEÊGOSPELÊLESSON            ÊÊÊÊÊÊLukeÊ15:1-10Ê 

Ê One: TheÊWordÊofÊtheÊLord. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON     “ÊAÊMatterÊofÊPerspectiveÊ”     ÊÊNealÊCarter 

ANTHEM     “ÊNotÊbyÊMight,ÊNorÊbyÊPowerÊ”Ê    LloydÊLarson 

Choir 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

Responding to the Word  

PRESENTATIONÊOFÊTITHESÊANDÊOFFERINGS 

 OFFERTORYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 †ÊÊÊÊDOXOLOGYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPraise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                    #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Ê†ÊÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊDEDICATIONÊ 

Gracious God, it is our prayer that this money, symbol of all that we have 
received as a gift from you, will be used through our church community 
and beyond to further your never-ending project of renewal in our world. 
Amen. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in  
Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

†ÊAFFIRMATIONÊOFÊFAITHÊ(TheÊApostles’ÊCreed) 

THEÊSACRAMENTÊOFÊTHEÊLORD’SÊSUPPER 

 INVITATIONÊTOÊTHEÊTABLE ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
 HYMNÊ#507,ÊVerseÊ1          Come to the Table of Grace 

THEÊGREATÊTHANKSGIVINGÊ 

 One: TheÊLordÊbeÊwithÊyou. 
 All:  And also with you. 
 One: LiftÊupÊyourÊhearts. 
 All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 One: LetÊusÊgiveÊthanksÊtoÊtheÊLordÊourÊGod. 
 All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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†ÊÊCHARGEÊANDÊBENEDICTIONÊ 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#649    Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

†ÊÊPOSTLUDEÊ 

                                              Sending 

†ÊÊRESPONSE    God Be with You Till We Meet Again       #542, Verse 1 

Sanctuary: 116 Online: 39 

Interested in membership? 
  Contact our Church Administrator to arrange a meeting with Pastor Neal Carter.   

704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Attendance for Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025 

THEÊPRAYERSÊOFÊTHEÊPEOPLEÊANDÊTHEÊLORD’SÊPRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

WORDSÊOFÊINSTITUTION 
COMMUNIONÊOFÊTHEÊPEOPLE 

 The Lord’s Table is open to all who trust in Jesus Christ. Please hold each element until  
 everyone is served, as a sign of our unity in Christ. We will partake on cue from the minister.  

PRAYERÊAFTERÊCOMMUNIONÊ(unison) 
 We thank you, O God, that through Word and Sacrament, you have given 
 us your Son, who is the true bread from heaven and food of eternal life. So 
 strengthen us in your service that our daily living may show our thanks; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 



 

 

SMALL  GROUP  MINISTRY 

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study  
September 16, 2025 - 9:00 AM 

Session Room - 2nd floor 
 

SeptemberÊ-Ê1 Corinthians for Everyone byÊN.T.ÊWright. 

OctoberÊ-ÊTwelve Women of the Bible byÊLysaÊTerkeurst,ÊElisaÊ 
Morgan,Êet.al.ÊUsingÊtheÊstudyÊguideÊbyÊSherryÊHarney. 

 

For further information contact Barbara Whaley at rnbwhaley@ctc.net 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 17 
6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
Menu: BBQ Chicken 

 
WeÊaskÊforÊfourÊpeopleÊeachÊweekÊtoÊbringÊaÊ 

dessert.ÊPleaseÊcontactÊNancyÊTipton,Ê 
ntipton71@gmail.comÊ/Ê704-309-0369 

CONGREGATIONAL  CONNECTIONS  MINISTRY  

RRPC Blood Drive 
Tuesday,  Sept. 23 

2:00 - 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

PleaseÊvisitÊRedCrossBlood.orgÊandÊenter:ÊRockyÊRiverÊtoÊscheduleÊanÊ 
appointment. 



 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, Sept. 21, 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

MenÊofÊallÊagesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊcomeÊandÊshareÊinÊgoodÊ
foodÊandÊfellowship.ÊThisÊbreakfastÊisÊheldÊtheÊthirdÊ

SundayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Jerry Clark at 704-458-9233 

GriefShare 13 - Week Class 
Aug. 19 - Nov. 11 

 10:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Questions? Contact Joan Nicholson, jnich1@hotmail.com, 704-239-1573 

Game Night  
Friday, Sept. 26, 2025 at 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
AdultsÊgatherÊforÊboardÊandÊcardÊgamesÊtheÊ2ndÊandÊ4thÊ
FridaysÊofÊeachÊmonth!ÊNoÊregistrationÊrequired.ÊAllÊareÊ 
welcomeÊforÊaÊbitÊofÊlaughsÊandÊfriendlyÊcompetition!Ê 

 
Questions? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, 704-706-3203 

Rocky River Readers  
Monday, Sept. 22, 7:00 pm, Parlor 

 
The Women by Kristin Hannah  

 
View the 2025 reading list at 

www.rockyriver.org/connect/rocky-river-readers. 
Questions? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, 704-706-3203 



 

 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY 

Children’s Faith & Fellowship 

Sunday, Sept. 21 - 3:30 pm 
Room 215 

 

Children,ÊK-5,ÊareÊinvitedÊforÊaÊtimeÊofÊ 
learningÊandÊfun!Ê 

Women’s Retreat 
November 7 - 9, 2025 

 
ThisÊisÊourÊ19thÊyear,ÊsoÊcomeÊandÊjoinÊusÊforÊaÊ 

weekendÊofÊspiritualÊenlightenment,Êfellowship,ÊandÊfun.Ê
DoubleÊroomÊ$240.00ÊeachÊ-ÊSingleÊroomÊ$300.00Ê

*includesÊmeals.Ê$50.00ÊdepositÊdueÊbyÊSeptemberÊ14,Ê
2025. 

FormsÊavailableÊinÊtheÊsanctuary. 
Contact Priscilla Giuliano - tttandsp@gmail.com  

Women's Circle Meetings 
Tuesday, October 7 

Morning: 10:00 am, Session Room 
Evening: 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
AllÊwomenÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊaÊcircle! 
Morning: Linda Clark, 704-458-2472  

Evening: Elaine Vincent, 704-575-0396  

Lunch & Mini Golf 
Sunday, Sept. 28 - 12:00  pm 

 

AllÊfamiliesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊusÊforÊlunchÊafterÊworship.ÊWeÊwillÊleaveÊtheÊchurchÊaroundÊ
1:15pmÊtoÊgoÊtoÊJocko'sÊMiniÊGolfÊinÊKannapolisÊtoÊbeÊthereÊforÊourÊ2:00pmÊreservation.ÊAllÊ 

childrenÊneedÊtoÊbeÊaccompaniedÊbyÊanÊadult.ÊEachÊfamilyÊmustÊprovideÊtheirÊownÊ 
transportationÊtoÊandÊfromÊJocko's.ÊIfÊyouÊplanÊtoÊjoinÊus,ÊpleaseÊsignÊupÊbyÊ9/24/25.Ê 



 

 

YOUTH  MINISTRY 

Haunted Trail 
October 18, 2025 - 12:00 PM  

 
AnÊeveningÊofÊfallÊfunÊandÊthrills!ÊWe’llÊvisitÊaÊhauntedÊtrailÊ(locationÊTBD).ÊInviteÊaÊfriendÊ

forÊaÊspookyÊnightÊtogether. 

Youth Pantry Drive 
SEPT.: SPAGHETTI SAUCE 

 

SCAN THE CODE TO PURCHASE & SHIP DIRECTLY TO RRPC!Ê 
Questions - Hailey Wilson or email us at RockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.  

Join the RRPC Youth Mailing List 

JoinÊourÊmailingÊlistÊtoÊstayÊconnectedÊandÊhelpÊshapeÊtheÊupcomingÊprograms.Ê
ReceiveÊourÊweeklyÊnewsletterÊwithÊupdatesÊandÊquickÊlessonsÊforÊallÊages.Ê
Scan theÊQRÊcode orÊemailÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.ÊÊ 

Morning Coffee Cart 

ProvidedÊBy: 

WonderfullyÊMadeÊBakeryÊandÊCoffeeÊCo. 

Wednesday & Friday: 

6:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Carowinds Day 
September 27, 2025 

 
We’reÊheadedÊtoÊCarowinds!ÊSpendÊtheÊdayÊridingÊcoastersÊandÊenjoyingÊfellowship.Ê

DetailsÊonÊticketsÊandÊdepartureÊtimesÊcomingÊsoon. 



 

 



 

 

NEW PLAYGROUND PROJECT! 

RRPC’sÊBuildingÊ&ÊGroundsÊMinistryÊhasÊbegun 
workÊtoÊrebuildÊourÊplayground! 

YourÊdonationsÊwillÊhelpÊprovideÊaÊsafe, 
functionalÊplaceÊforÊchildrenÊtoÊplay. 

ScanÊtheÊcodeÊtoÊdonate,ÊwriteÊ“Playground”ÊonÊ 
yourÊcheck,ÊorÊgiveÊonlineÊatÊwww.rockyriver.org/give 

BUILDING  &  GROUNDS  MINISTRY 



Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC  28025 
www.rockyriver.orgÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êfax:Ê704.455.2489 

Pastor:ÊTheÊRev.ÊDr.ÊNealÊCarterÊ●Ê704.455.2479ÊorÊ910.280.9688Ê●Ênealcarter64@gmail.com 
ChurchÊAdministrator:ÊMacieÊMeltonÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êchurchadmin@rockyriver.org 

MusicÊandÊChildren’sÊMinistries:ÊLauraÊSmithÊ●Ê704.796.3198ÊÊ●Êlaura.rrpc@gmail.com 
YouthÊMinistry:ÊHaileyÊWilsonÊ•Ê704.455.2479Ê•Êrockyriveryouth@gmail.com 

Ê 

OfficeÊHours:ÊÊMondayÊ-ÊThursday,Ê8:30Êa.m.Ê-Ê4:00Êp.m. 

Our Session 
CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 

ScottÊJones 
Finance and Administration 

SandraÊThomas 
Finance & Administration 

ShirleyÊRockel 
Finance & Administration 

ReggieÊHunnicutt 
Worship 

PriscillaÊGiuliano 
Worship 

BarbaraÊWhaley 
Worship 

NancyÊTipton,ÊClerkÊofÊSession 
Congregational Connections 

JoeÊNovobilski 
Congregational Connections 

RobertÊRemsburg 
Congregational Connections 

BillyÊCarriker 
Building and Grounds 

SteveÊIrminger 
Building and Grounds 

DavidÊMurray 
Building and Grounds 

AmyÊHuster 
Christian Education 

TheresaÊWatson 
Christian Education 

NicoleÊSchneider 
Christian Education 

BuildingÊandÊGrounds: ÊÊÊÊÊ  TheÊ1stÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ6:30Êp.m. 
Worship:    ÊÊÊÊÊ TheÊ3rdÊTuesdayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ2:00Êp.m.Ê 
FinanceÊ&ÊAdministration: ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ4thÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ7:00Êp.m. 
ChristianÊEducation:  ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m. 
CongregationalÊConnections:Ê TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m.Ê 

COMMITTEES 

MEETING 

SCHEDULE 

WeekÊ1:ÊÊ JoeÊNovobilskiÊandÊSandraÊThomas 

WeekÊ2:ÊÊ SteveÊJewettÊandÊKenzaÊMitchemÊ 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ ShirleyÊRockelÊandÊDarrellÊThomas 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ ScottÊJonesÊandÊFrankÊReynolds 

WeekÊ5: BobÊRemsburgÊandÊDonÊChaseÊ 

Counters 

Volunteer Schedules 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

2025ÊBUDGET: $459,641 

TOTALÊGIVENÊYTD: $308,664 

NEEDEDÊEACHÊMONTH: $38,303 

TOTALÊFORÊSEPT.: $11,663 

NEEDEDÊWEEKLY: $8,839 

TOTALÊFORÊSEPT.Ê7: $11,663 

WeekÊ1:Ê C3ÊandÊGero 

WeekÊ2: Daoust 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ5:ÊÊ Tipton 

 

IrmingerÊandÊGero 

TroopsÊ7ÊandÊ83 

MitchemÊ/ÊCarter 

Whaley/ÊBedsole/ÊGlosson 

TiptonÊ/ÊEarley 

WNF Set-Up  WNF Clean-Up  


