
Morning Worship 
at Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, May 17, 2026 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Graduation Sunday 

11:00 AM 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

†ÊÊCALLÊTOÊCONFESSIONÊ 

†ÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊCONFESSIONÊ 

CHIMINGÊOFÊTHEÊHOUR 
WELCOMEÊ&ÊANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Please sign and pass the welcome pads located at the end of each 
 pew. You may also sign in electronically by scanning the code. 

A nursery is available for Infants-Kindergarten. 
 Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking. 

PRELUDEÊÊ                                    

Gathering 

CALLÊTOÊWORSHIPÊ 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#12Ê   ÊÊÊÊImmortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Gracious God, we confess that we have not loved you as you command us to 
love. We confess that we have not loved our neighbors as you command us to 
love. We ignore the pain of those around us. We refuse your call to care for 
others around us. Incline your ear to hear us. In your steadfast love, rescue us 
and redeem us. In the name of Jesus Christ, may we know your  
forgiveness.  Amen. 

†ÊÊAÊTIMEÊFORÊSILENTÊREFLECTIONÊANDÊCONFESSION 

 One: FriendsÊbelieveÊtheÊgoodÊnewsÊofÊtheÊgospel. 

 All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 One: SinceÊGodÊhasÊforgivenÊusÊinÊChrist,ÊletÊusÊforgiveÊoneÊanother.Ê 
   TheÊpeaceÊofÊtheÊLordÊJesusÊChristÊbeÊwithÊyouÊall. 

 All:  And also with you. 

†ÊÊASSURANCEÊOFÊPARDONÊ&ÊPASSINGÊTHEÊPEACEÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#300    We Are One in the Spirit  
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Let us exchange a gesture of peace with our neighbors, and remain standing for our  
Response to Forgiveness. 

†ÊÊRESPONSEÊTOÊFORGIVENESSÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊGloria Patri                                          #581 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
 the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen.  

AÊTIMEÊFORÊCHILDRENÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ          ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLauraÊSmith 

GRADUATEÊRECOGNITION 

Neal:    Friends,ÊtodayÊweÊcelebrateÊaÊsignificantÊmilestone—theÊgraduationÊofÊ
    someÊofÊourÊyoungÊpeople.ÊWeÊrejoiceÊandÊgiveÊthanksÊforÊLilyÊ 
    Carriker,ÊEvaÊSpicer,ÊAnnaÊTalton,ÊandÊKingstonÊYoung,ÊwhoÊhaveÊ 
    committedÊthemselvesÊtoÊtheÊpursuitÊofÊwisdomÊandÊgrowth.ÊToday,ÊweÊ
    acknowledgeÊtheirÊachievementsÊwithÊbothÊjoyÊandÊthanksgiving. 
  
LITANYÊOFÊTHANKSGIVING 
Hailey:    LetÊusÊthankÊGodÊforÊtheÊjourneyÊtheseÊgraduatesÊhaveÊtraveled.  

Congregation: For the knowledge they have gained, for every challenge they  
    have overcome, and for the friendships they have cherished. 

Neal:    ForÊtheÊcommitmentÊofÊtheirÊteachers,ÊtheÊguidanceÊofÊtheirÊmentors,Ê 
    andÊparticularlyÊtheÊsupportÊofÊtheirÊfamilies. 

Congregation:  For the steadfast support and love that has sustained them on  
    this journey. 

Hailey:    ForÊtheÊexampleÊtheyÊset,ÊinspiringÊeachÊofÊusÊinÊfaithÊandÊdedication. 

Congregation: May their passion for discovery and understanding continue to  
    illuminate their paths. 

PRESENTATIONÊOFÊQUILTSÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPresbyterianÊWomen 
    TheÊwomenÊofÊRockyÊRiverÊPresbyterianÊChurchÊgraciouslyÊbestowÊ 
    ÊtheseÊquiltsÊtoÊourÊgraduates.ÊLetÊtheseÊquiltsÊsymbolizeÊtheÊwarmth,Ê
    Êcomfort,ÊandÊenduringÊloveÊofÊourÊcongregation. 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

SERMON    ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ“TheÊRealÊLord’sÊPrayerÊ”     ÊÊNealÊCarter 

The Word 

PRAYERÊFORÊILLUMINATION 

Living God, through your Word and by your Spirit, open our hearts and minds 
this day. May we hear your truth, receive your wisdom, and follow where 
Christ leads. Let your Word become light for our path and life for our souls; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ANTHEM     ÊÊÊÊGloryÊtoÊGodÊonÊHigh     deÊGiardini,ÊIpson 

Choir 

THEÊGOSPELÊLESSON            ÊÊÊJohnÊ17:1-11Ê 

Ê One: TheÊWordÊofÊtheÊLord. 
 All:  Thanks be to God. 

PRESENTATIONÊOFÊDEVOTIONALS 

ÊL I ST ENING TO YOUR L IF E :  

DAI LY MEDIT ATIONS W I T H F REDERICK BUECHNER Ê  
ByÊFrederickÊBuechnerÊ 

 

WORDSÊOFÊENCOURAGEMENT 
 

PRAYER 
Neal:  GraciousÊGod,ÊasÊtheseÊgraduatesÊventureÊintoÊnewÊbeginnings,ÊweÊ 
  commendÊthemÊtoÊYourÊlovingÊcare.ÊDirectÊtheirÊsteps,ÊfillÊthemÊwithÊ   
  wisdom,ÊandÊblessÊthemÊwithÊcourageÊandÊcompassion.ÊEmpowerÊthemÊtoÊ 
  useÊtheirÊgiftsÊandÊknowledgeÊtoÊbetterÊtheÊworld.ÊWeÊprayÊinÊYourÊholyÊ  
  name.ÊAmen. 
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Responding to the Word  

Ê†ÊÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊDEDICATION* 

For the wondrous gift of life, we are thankful, O God. Your generous  
outpouring of mercy reminds us of the life of grace we are called to share. 
May these gifts of time and labor, therefore, embody our desire to share 
and contribute to your coming reign among us. Amen.  

PRESENTATIONÊOFÊTITHESÊANDÊOFFERINGS 

 OFFERTORYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 †ÊÊÊÊDOXOLOGYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPraise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                    #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

THEÊPRAYERSÊOFÊTHEÊPEOPLEÊANDÊTHEÊLORD’SÊPRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

*  (Source:ÊWords4Worship)Ê 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has  
created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to 
reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust 
in God.ÊWe are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live 
with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist 
evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, 
in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be 
to God. Amen.  

†ÊAFFIRMATIONÊOFÊFAITHÊÊA New Creed -ÊaÊCreedÊusedÊoftenÊatÊMontreatÊYouthÊConferenceÊ 
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CONGREGATIONAL  CONNECTIONS  MINISTRY  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Wednesday, May 20 

6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Scout Night! Come out and support our Scouts as they serve 
us an excellent meal! 

 

Menu: BREAKFAST 

WeÊaskÊforÊfourÊpeopleÊeachÊweekÊtoÊbringÊaÊ 
dessert.ÊPleaseÊcontactÊRobertÊRemsburg,Ê 

rremsburg@yahoo.com.Ê 

Sanctuary: 130    Online: 52 

Interested in membership? 
  Contact our Church Administrator to arrange a meeting with Pastor Neal Carter.   

704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Attendance for Sunday, May 10, 2026 

The 2026 Elder Nomination Committee is asking for your  

suggestions of members to nominate for the Class of 2029 Elders. 

NominationsÊmayÊbeÊsubmittedÊbyÊreturningÊtheÊpaperÊformÊlocatedÊinÊtheÊvestibuleÊtoÊtheÊ
ChurchÊAdminÊBoxÊonÊtheÊdoor. 

NominatingÊCommittee:ÊPricillaÊGiuliano,ÊDaveÊMurray,ÊTammyÊRemsburg,ÊBrandonÊEarley,ÊandÊKinleyÊ
Robinson 

†ÊÊCHARGEÊANDÊBENEDICTIONÊ 

                                              Sending 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#662   ÊÊÊÊÊChrist, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

†ÊÊPOSTLUDEÊÊ 

†ÊÊRESPONSE Amen #600Ê 



 

 

SMALL  GROUP  MINISTRY 

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study  
May 19, 2026 -  9:00 am 
Room 214 - 2nd floor 

 
The Parables of Jesus edited by Matt Williams 

 
For further information contact Barbara Whaley at 

rnbwhaley@ctc.net 

RRPC Blood Drive 
Tuesday,  May 26 

2:00 - 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

PleaseÊvisitÊRedCrossBlood.orgÊandÊenter:ÊRockyÊRiverÊtoÊscheduleÊanÊ 
appointment. 

Rocky River Readers  
Monday, May 25, 7:00 pm, Parlor 

 
Three Days in June by Anne Tyler  

 
View the 2026 reading list at 

www.rockyriver.org/connect/rocky-river-readers. 
Questions? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, 704-706-3203 

Women's Circle Meetings 
Tuesday, June 2 

Morning: 10:00 am, Session Room 
Evening: 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
AllÊwomenÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊaÊcircle! 
Morning: Linda Clark, 704-458-2472  

Evening: Elaine Vincent, 704-575-0396  



 

 

Theology On Tap 

Monday, June 8, 7:00 p.m., Percent Tap House 
 

JoinÊPastorÊNealÊforÊaÊcasualÊtimeÊofÊfellowshipÊandÊ
discussion.ÊThisÊgatheringÊisÊheldÊtheÊsecondÊ 

MondayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Neal Carter, 980-280-9688 

Taco Tuesday 
Tuesday, June 9, 7:00 p.m., La Unica 

 

YoungÊadults,ÊjoinÊPastorÊNealÊforÊaÊcasualÊtimeÊofÊtacosÊandÊ 
discussion.ÊLet’sÊTacoÊ‘BoutÊIt! 

 
Questions? Contact Neal Carter,  980-280-9688 

Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, June 21, 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

MenÊofÊallÊagesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊcomeÊandÊshareÊinÊ
goodÊfoodÊandÊfellowship.ÊThisÊbreakfastÊisÊheldÊtheÊ

thirdÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Jerry Clark at 704-458-9233 



 

 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY 

Family Picnic 
May 17, 2026 – 3:00 PM 

Frank Liske Park 

FamiliesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊusÊforÊfunÊandÊfellowshipÊatÊFrankÊLiskeÊParkÊinÊtheÊWildlifeÊShelter.Ê
PleaseÊbringÊyourÊownÊpicnicÊdinner.ÊPlaygroundÊareasÊareÊavailable.ÊSomeÊavailableÊactivitiesÊ
mayÊhaveÊanÊaddedÊcost,ÊbutÊtheyÊareÊoptional.ÊChildrenÊmustÊbeÊaccompaniedÊbyÊanÊadult.Ê 

Bible Trivia Game:  
June 7, 2026 – 12:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

AllÊelementary-agedÊchildrenÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊusÊforÊlunchÊandÊaÊBibleÊtriviaÊgame.ÊPleaseÊ
emailÊLauraÊSmithÊwithÊhowÊmanyÊwillÊbe attendingÊforÊlunch,Êlaura.rrpc@gmail.com. 

Volunteer Here! Register Here! 

Vacation Bible School 
Snowball Mountain Challenge 

July 12 - 16, 2026 

RegistrationÊisÊopenÊforÊSnowballÊMountainÊChallenge!ÊChildrenÊageÊ3ÊthroughÊfinishingÊ
5thÊgradeÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊcomeÊandÊlearnÊthatÊGodÊisÊtheÊsourceÊofÊtheirÊstrength.ÊPleaseÊ
useÊtheÊappropriateÊQRÊforÊeitherÊregisteringÊorÊforÊvolunteeringÊtoÊhelp.ÊFormsÊcanÊalsoÊ

beÊfoundÊat rockyriver.org.ÊContactÊLauraÊSmithÊforÊmore information. 



 

 

GGC Smokehouse Food Truck 
Every Wednesday 

Wednesdays - 12:00 PM to 6:30 PM 

MakeÊsureÊtoÊgiveÊthemÊaÊfollow!Ê-Ê@ggcsmokehouse 

Youth Pantry Drive 
MAY: FLOUR 

 

SCAN THE CODE TO PURCHASE & SHIP DIRECTLY TO RRPC!Ê 
Questions - Hailey Lebada or email us at RockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.  

Join the RRPC Youth Mailing List 

JoinÊourÊmailingÊlistÊtoÊstayÊconnectedÊandÊhelpÊshapeÊtheÊupcomingÊprograms.Ê
ReceiveÊourÊweeklyÊnewsletterÊwithÊupdatesÊandÊquickÊlessonsÊforÊallÊages.Ê
Scan theÊQRÊcode orÊemailÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.ÊÊ 

YOUTH  MINISTRY 



 

 

NEW PLAYGROUND PROJECT! 

RRPC’sÊBuildingÊ&ÊGroundsÊMinistryÊhasÊbegun 
workÊtoÊrebuildÊourÊplayground! 

YourÊdonationsÊwillÊhelpÊprovideÊaÊsafe, 
functionalÊplaceÊforÊchildrenÊtoÊplay. 

ScanÊtheÊcodeÊtoÊdonate,ÊwriteÊ“Playground”ÊonÊ 
yourÊcheck,ÊorÊgiveÊonlineÊatÊwww.rockyriver.org/give 

BUILDING  &  GROUNDS  MINISTRY 



Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC  28025 
www.rockyriver.orgÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êfax:Ê704.455.2489 

Pastor:ÊTheÊRev.ÊDr.ÊNealÊCarterÊ●Ê704.455.2479ÊorÊ910.280.9688Ê●Ênealcarter64@gmail.com 
ChurchÊAdministrator:ÊMacieÊMeltonÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êchurchadmin@rockyriver.org 
MusicÊandÊChildren’sÊMinistries:ÊLauraÊSmithÊ●Ê704.796.3198ÊÊ●Êlaura.rrpc@gmail.com 

YouthÊMinistry:ÊHaileyÊWilsonÊ•Ê704.455.2479Ê•Êrockyriveryouth@gmail.com 
Ê 

OfficeÊHours:ÊÊMondayÊ-ÊThursday,Ê8:30Êa.m.Ê-Ê4:00Êp.m. 

Our Session 
CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 CLASS OF 2028 

SandraÊThomas 
Finance & Administration 

ShirleyÊRockel 
Finance & Administration 

JimÊPharr 
Finance & Administration 

PriscillaÊGiuliano 
Worship 

BarbaraÊWhaley 
Worship 

ClaudiaÊBedsole 
Worship 

JoeÊNovobilski,ÊClerkÊofÊSession 
Congregational Connections 

ÊRobertÊRemsburg 
Congregational Connections 

AshelynÊEarley 
Congregational Connections 

SteveÊIrminger 
Building and Grounds 

DavidÊMurray 
Building and Grounds 

JimmyÊStafford 
Building and Grounds 

TheresaÊWatson 
Christian Education 

NicoleÊSchneider 
Christian Education 

ElaineÊTankersley 
Christian Education 

BuildingÊandÊGrounds: ÊÊÊÊÊ  TheÊ1stÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ6:30Êp.m. 
Worship:    ÊÊÊÊÊ TheÊ3rdÊTuesdayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ2:00Êp.m.Ê 
FinanceÊ&ÊAdministration: ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ4thÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ7:00Êp.m. 
ChristianÊEducation:  ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m. 
CongregationalÊConnections:Ê TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m.Ê 

COMMITTEES 

MEETING 

SCHEDULE 

WeekÊ1:ÊÊ JoeÊNovobilskiÊandÊSandraÊThomas 

WeekÊ2:ÊÊ SteveÊJewettÊandÊKathyÊLinker 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ ShirleyÊRockelÊandÊDarrellÊThomas 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ ScottÊJonesÊandÊFrankÊReynolds 

WeekÊ5: BobÊRemsburgÊandÊDonÊChaseÊ 

Counters 

Volunteer Schedules 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

2025ÊBUDGET: $465,561 

TOTALÊGIVENÊYTD: $ 

NEEDEDÊEACHÊMONTH: $38,797 

TOTALÊFORÊMAY $ 

NEEDEDÊWEEKLY: $8,953 

TOTALÊFORÊMAYÊ10: $ 

WeekÊ1:Ê  

WeekÊ2: Daoust 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ  

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ Bedsole 

WeekÊ5:ÊÊ Tipton 

 

IrmingerÊ 

TroopsÊ7ÊandÊ83 

MitchemÊ/ÊCarter 

Whaley/Glosson 

TiptonÊ/ÊEarley 

WNF Set-Up  WNF Clean-Up  


