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†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

†ÊÊCALLÊTOÊCONFESSIONÊ 

PRELUDEÊÊ                                    

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#82                   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

LIGHTINGÊOFÊTHEÊPEACEÊCANDLE        JeanetteÊJarman 

One: 
TodayÊweÊlightÊtheÊcandleÊofÊPeace. 
ChristÊcomesÊtoÊguideÊourÊfeetÊintoÊtheÊwayÊofÊpeace. 

Scripture: 
“AndÊaÊlittleÊchildÊshallÊleadÊthem.”Ê—ÊIsaiah 11:6 

One: 
WeÊlightÊthisÊcandle,ÊprayingÊforÊGod’sÊpeaceÊtoÊfillÊourÊheartsÊandÊourÊworld. 

(Light the first and second purple candles.) 

Prayer: 
HolyÊGod,ÊmakeÊusÊinstrumentsÊofÊyourÊpeace. 
WhereÊtheÊworldÊisÊhurting,ÊbringÊhealing. 
WhereÊheartsÊareÊtroubled,ÊbringÊcalm. 
Come,ÊLordÊJesus.ÊAmen. 

 

All: The peace of Christ is lighting our way. 

CHIMINGÊOFÊTHEÊHOUR 
ÊWELCOMEÊ&ÊANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Please sign and pass the welcome pads located at the end of each pew. 
 You may also sign in electronically by scanning the code. 

The Nursery is available for Infants-Kindergarten. 
The Alternative Worship Room (105) is available for those with sensory needs. 

  Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking. 

Gathering 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

Let us exchange a gesture of peace with our neighbors, and remain standing for our Response to 
Forgiveness. 

†ÊÊAÊTIMEÊFORÊSILENTÊREFLECTIONÊANDÊCONFESSION 

 One: FriendsÊbelieveÊtheÊgoodÊnewsÊofÊtheÊgospel. 
 All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 One: SinceÊGodÊhasÊforgivenÊusÊinÊChrist,ÊletÊusÊforgiveÊoneÊanother.Ê  
   TheÊpeaceÊofÊtheÊLordÊJesusÊChristÊbeÊwithÊyouÊall. 
 All:  And also with you. 

†ÊÊASSURANCEÊOFÊPARDONÊ&ÊPASSINGÊTHEÊPEACEÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

†ÊÊADVENTÊPRAYERÊOFÊCONFESSION 

†ÊÊRESPONSEÊTOÊFORGIVENESSÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊGloria Patri                                          #581 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
 the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen.  

God of truth and grace, you send messengers to prepare your way, but we 
ignore the voices that challenge us. You call us to repentance, but we prefer 
the comfort of familiar habits. You invite us to bear fruit worthy of our  
calling, but we settle for half-hearted discipleship. Forgive us for the ways we 
resist your refining fire. Turn us again toward your kingdom. Clear away  
everything in us that does not honor you. Make us ready for the coming of 
Christ, who brings mercy, justice, and new life. Amen. 

PRAYERÊFORÊILLUMINATIONÊFORÊADVENTÊ  

The Word 

God of the prophets and the promise, as your Word is read and proclaimed, 
open our ears to hear John’s cry and open our hearts to receive Christ’s  
coming. By your Spirit, awaken us, shape us, refine us, until our lives bear 
the fruit of your kingdom. Amen. 

AÊTIMEÊFORÊCHILDRENÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ10-Cents-A-MealÊOfferingÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊNealÊCarter 
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Responding to the Word  

Generous God, you call us to prepare the way for Christ and to bear fruit 
that honors your kingdom. Take these gifts and use them to make paths 
straight—paths of justice, mercy, and hope. As we offer our resources, 
make us ready to offer our lives, serving you with joy until Christ comes 
again in glory. Amen. 

THEÊPRAYERSÊOFÊTHEÊPEOPLEÊANDÊTHEÊLORD’SÊPRAYER 

ANTHEM      InÊtheÊBleakÊMidwinter   ÊÊÊÊArnoldÊB.ÊSherman 

HandbellÊChoir 

SERMON   “The Trouble With Advent Is John the BaptistÊ”ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊNealÊCarterÊ 

We trust in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, who came to proclaim good 
news to the poor, release to the captives, and justice for the oppressed. He 
came with grace and truth to save us from our sin and to establish God’s 
kingdom on earth. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, who sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and who gives us courage to  
repent, to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace, and to witness to 
the good news that Christ is Lord of all. Amen. 

†ÊAFFIRMATIONÊOFÊFAITHÊ(From the Brief Statement of Faith)Ê 

THEÊGOSPELÊLESSONS           MatthewÊ3:1–12Ê 

 One:ÊÊÊTheÊWordÊofÊtheÊLord. 

 All:     Thanks be to God. 
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                                              Sending 

PRESENTATIONÊOFÊTITHESÊANDÊOFFERINGS 

 OFFERTORYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 †ÊÊÊÊDOXOLOGYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPraise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                    #606 
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here       
       below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy  
       Ghost.  Amen. 

ÊÊ †ÊÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊDEDICATIONÊ 

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope. We give in hope. Hope for 
your coming reign; hope because of your presence with us even now. 
Receive these generous offerings, and use them for your work of healing and 
hope in our world. Amen. 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#93,    Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

†ÊÊCHARGEÊANDÊBENEDICTIONÊ 

†ÊÊPOSTLUDEÊ 

†ÊÊRESPONSE     WhileÊWeÊAreÊWaiting,ÊCome       #92, Verse 1 



 

 

SANCTUARY POINSETTIA DONATION 

WeÊwillÊsoonÊbeÊorderingÊPoinsettiasÊforÊtheÊdecorationÊofÊtheÊsanctuaryÊduringÊAdvent.Ê
IfÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊmakeÊaÊ$12 donationÊinÊhonorÊorÊmemoryÊofÊsomeone,ÊpleaseÊ 
completeÊaÊformÊandÊplaceÊitÊwithÊyourÊcheckÊorÊcashÊinÊtheÊofferingÊplateÊorÊgiveÊitÊ 

directlyÊtoÊtheÊchurchÊoffice.Ê 

AÊlistÊofÊthoseÊhonoredÊandÊrememberedÊwillÊbeÊinÊtheÊbulletinÊonÊChristmasÊEve.Ê
FundsÊcollectedÊwillÊbenefitÊtheÊHarrisburgÊCrisisÊAssistanceÊMinistryÊFoodÊPantryÊatÊ

RRPC.ÊSubmitÊyourÊorderÊbyÊscanningÊtheÊcodeÊorÊpickÊupÊanÊorderÊformÊinÊtheÊ 
vestibule. 

  DEADLINE for ordering is Sunday, December 7.  

ADVENT AT ROCKY RIVER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



 

 

TOYS FOR TOTS 
December 14 - 15 

4:00 - 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 

SORT TOYS: 
ImmediatelyÊfollowingÊworshipÊonÊDecemberÊ14ÊinÊtheÊfellowshipÊhall. 

Distribution & Shop: 
Sunday,ÊDecemberÊ14Ê&ÊMonday,ÊDecemberÊ15 

HelpÊfamiliesÊshopÊandÊpickÊoutÊtoys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Nancy Tipton for details, ntipton71@gmail.com  



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL  CONNECTIONS  MINISTRY  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 
SCOUT NIGHT 

 
Wednesday, Dec. 3 

6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
 

Menu: BAKED ZITI 
**Meatless option available 

 
WeÊaskÊforÊfourÊpeopleÊeachÊweekÊtoÊbringÊaÊ 

dessert.ÊPleaseÊcontactÊNancyÊTipton,Ê 
ntipton71@gmail.comÊ/Ê704-309-0369 



 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, Dec. 21, 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

MenÊofÊallÊagesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊcomeÊandÊshareÊinÊgoodÊ
foodÊandÊfellowship.ÊThisÊbreakfastÊisÊheldÊtheÊthirdÊ

SundayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Jerry Clark at 704-458-9233 

SMALL  GROUP  MINISTRY 

RRPC’s Bread Ministry 

RRPC'sÊBreadÊMinistryÊisÊlookingÊforÊvolunteers.ÊThisÊisÊaÊwonderful,ÊwelcomingÊministryÊ
thatÊprovidesÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊmeetÊandÊgetÊtoÊknowÊourÊvisitors.   

 
TheÊrotationÊforÊthoseÊprovidingÊbreadÊisÊapproximatelyÊonceÊeveryÊfourÊmonths.ÊTheÊ

loavesÊcanÊbeÊstoreÊboughtÊorÊhomemade. 

Interested? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, tttandsp@gmail.com / 704-706-3203 

Theology On Tap 

Monday, Dec. 8, 7:00 p.m., Percent Tap House 
 

JoinÊPastorÊNealÊforÊaÊcasualÊtimeÊofÊfellowshipÊandÊ
discussion.ÊThisÊgatheringÊisÊheldÊtheÊsecondÊ 

MondayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Neal Carter, 980-280-9688 

Taco Tuesday 
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 7:00 p.m., La Unica 

 

YoungÊadults,ÊjoinÊPastorÊNealÊforÊaÊcasualÊtimeÊofÊtacosÊandÊ 
discussion.ÊLet’sÊTacoÊ‘BoutÊIt! 

 

Questions? Contact Neal Carter, 980-280-9688 



 

 

YOUTH  MINISTRY 

Birthday Party for Jesus 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 

 

ChildrenÊofÊallÊagesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊusÊDec.Ê28thÊfollowingÊworshipÊforÊaÊpartyÊtoÊ 
celebrateÊJesus'sÊbirth!ÊWeÊwillÊhaveÊaÊlightÊlunch,Êgames,Êcrafts,ÊandÊfun.ÊChildrenÊ

mustÊbeÊaccompaniedÊbyÊanÊadult.Ê 

PleaseÊRSVPÊtoÊlaura.rrpc@gmail.comÊtoÊletÊLauraÊSmithÊknowÊhowÊmanyÊwillÊbeÊ 
attendingÊsoÊwe'llÊhaveÊenoughÊfoodÊforÊeveryone. Ê 

White Elephant Youth Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 7, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, Fellowship Hall 

 

HeyÊRRPCÊYouth,Êparents,ÊandÊvolunteers,ÊgetÊreadyÊforÊanÊ 
eveningÊfilledÊwithÊlaughter,ÊfestiveÊfun,ÊandÊtheÊmostÊcreativeÊgiftÊexchangesÊofÊtheÊseason.Ê
WearÊyourÊugliestÊChristmasÊsweater,ÊbringÊaÊwrappedÊwackyÊgiftÊ($10Êlimit),ÊandÊyourÊholidayÊ

spirit.Ê 

 
Questions?  Contact Hailey Lebada, RockyRiverYouth@gmail.com. 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 14, 2025 

 

PleaseÊjoinÊusÊonÊDec.Ê14thÊatÊ10:00amÊinÊtheÊFellowshipÊHallÊasÊtheÊchildrenÊpresentÊ
thisÊyear'sÊChristmasÊprogram.ÊThereÊwillÊbeÊmusic,Ênarration,ÊandÊchildrenÊinÊ 

costumes!ÊThisÊwillÊtakeÊtheÊplaceÊofÊSundayÊSchoolÊthatÊday.ÊWeÊhopeÊyouÊwillÊallÊ
comeÊtoÊsupportÊourÊchildren. 



 

 

Youth Pantry Drive 
DEC.: SHAMPOO 

 

SCAN THE CODE TO PURCHASE & SHIP DIRECTLY TO RRPC!Ê 
Questions - Hailey Lebada or email us at RockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.  

Join the RRPC Youth Mailing List 

JoinÊourÊmailingÊlistÊtoÊstayÊconnectedÊandÊhelpÊshapeÊtheÊupcomingÊprograms.Ê
ReceiveÊourÊweeklyÊnewsletterÊwithÊupdatesÊandÊquickÊlessonsÊforÊallÊages.Ê
Scan theÊQRÊcode orÊemailÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.ÊÊ 

Billy Graham Library Christmas Visit  
Friday, December 19, 2025 

 
ExperienceÊtheÊbeautyÊofÊChristmasÊlightsÊandÊdecorationsÊatÊtheÊBillyÊGrahamÊLibrary.ÊAÊ 

festiveÊeveningÊtoÊcelebrateÊtheÊseasonÊtogether.Ê 

Sign Up for the 2026 Youth Mission Trip 
June 21–26, 2026  

 
JoinÊusÊforÊtheÊ2026ÊYouthÊMissionÊTrip,ÊhappeningÊJuneÊ21–26ÊinÊWesternÊNorthÊCarolina.Ê
OpenÊtoÊyouthÊagesÊ14+ÊandÊadultÊleaders,ÊthisÊtripÊwillÊfocusÊonÊdisasterÊreliefÊeffortsÊinÊ 

communitiesÊstillÊrecoveringÊfromÊHurricaneÊHelene.ÊTheÊtotalÊcostÊisÊ$245ÊperÊperson,ÊwithÊaÊ
$100ÊdepositÊdueÊbyÊJanuaryÊ1,Ê2026ÊtoÊholdÊyourÊspot,ÊwithÊfinalÊpaymentÊdueÊFeb.Ê27.ÊWe’llÊ
spendÊtheÊweekÊworkingÊonÊrepairÊprojects,ÊsharingÊmeals,ÊworshipingÊtogether,ÊandÊbuildingÊ

lastingÊconnections.Ê 
 

SignÊupÊviaÊtheÊnewsletterÊlinkÊorÊscanÊtheÊQRÊcode.Ê 
Questions?ÊContactÊHaileyÊLebadaÊatÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.Ê 



Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC  28025 
www.rockyriver.orgÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êfax:Ê704.455.2489 

Pastor:ÊTheÊRev.ÊDr.ÊNealÊCarterÊ●Ê704.455.2479ÊorÊ910.280.9688Ê●Ênealcarter64@gmail.com 
ChurchÊAdministrator:ÊMacieÊMeltonÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êchurchadmin@rockyriver.org 

MusicÊandÊChildren’sÊMinistries:ÊLauraÊSmithÊ●Ê704.796.3198ÊÊ●Êlaura.rrpc@gmail.com 
YouthÊMinistry:ÊHaileyÊLebadaÊ•Ê704.455.2479Ê•Êrockyriveryouth@gmail.com 

Ê 

OfficeÊHours:ÊÊMondayÊ-ÊThursday,Ê8:30Êa.m.Ê-Ê4:00Êp.m. 

Our Session 
CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 

ScottÊJones 
Finance and Administration 

SandraÊThomas 
Finance & Administration 

ShirleyÊRockel 
Finance & Administration 

ReggieÊHunnicutt 
Worship 

PriscillaÊGiuliano 
Worship 

BarbaraÊWhaley 
Worship 

NancyÊTipton,ÊClerkÊofÊSession 
Congregational Connections 

JoeÊNovobilski 
Congregational Connections 

RobertÊRemsburg 
Congregational Connections 

BillyÊCarriker 
Building and Grounds 

SteveÊIrminger 
Building and Grounds 

DavidÊMurray 
Building and Grounds 

AmyÊHuster 
Christian Education 

TheresaÊWatson 
Christian Education 

NicoleÊSchneider 
Christian Education 

BuildingÊandÊGrounds: ÊÊÊÊÊ  TheÊ1stÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ6:30Êp.m. 
Worship:    ÊÊÊÊÊ TheÊ3rdÊTuesdayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ2:00Êp.m.Ê 
FinanceÊ&ÊAdministration: ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ4thÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ7:00Êp.m. 
ChristianÊEducation:  ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m. 
CongregationalÊConnections:Ê TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m.Ê 

COMMITTEES 

MEETING 

SCHEDULE 

WeekÊ1:ÊÊ JoeÊNovobilskiÊandÊSandraÊThomas 

WeekÊ2:ÊÊ SteveÊJewettÊandÊKathyÊLinkerÊ 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ ShirleyÊRockelÊandÊDarrellÊThomas 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ ScottÊJonesÊandÊFrankÊReynolds 

WeekÊ5: BobÊRemsburgÊandÊDonÊChaseÊ 

Counters 

Volunteer Schedules 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

2025ÊBUDGET: $459,641 

TOTALÊGIVENÊYTD: $406,417 

NEEDEDÊEACHÊMONTH: $38,303 

TOTALÊFORÊNOV.: $44,099 

NEEDEDÊWEEKLY: $8,839 

TOTALÊFORÊNOV.Ê30: $6,123 

WeekÊ1:Ê C3 

WeekÊ2: Daoust 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ5:ÊÊ Tipton 

 

Irminger 

TroopsÊ7ÊandÊ83 

MitchemÊ/ÊCarter 

Whaley/ÊBedsole/ÊGlosson 

TiptonÊ/ÊEarley 

WNF Set-Up  WNF Clean-Up  


