
Morning Worship 
at Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, November 9, 2025 
Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 

11:00 AM 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

†ÊÊCALLÊTOÊCONFESSIONÊ 

The Nursery is available for Infants-Kindergarten. 
The Alternative Worship Room (105) is available for those with sensory needs. 

  Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking. 

CHIMINGÊOFÊTHEÊHOUR 
WELCOMEÊ&ÊANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Please sign and pass the welcome pads located at the end of each pew. 
 You may also sign in electronically by scanning the code. 

PRELUDEÊÊ                                    

Gathering 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#645    Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

†ÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊCONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that we have trusted in our own righteousness and 
looked down on others whom you also love. We have been quick to see the 
faults of others and slow to recognize our own. Forgive us, Lord. Like the tax 
collector, we come before you now, calling out: “God, be merciful to us,  
sinners.” Restore in us the joy of your salvation and teach us again the way of 
humility and grace, that we may walk in your mercy and share your  
compassion with all. Amen.  

CALLÊTOÊWORSHIPÊ(BasedÊonÊPsalmÊ65)  

One: PraiseÊisÊdueÊtoÊyou,ÊOÊGod,ÊforÊyouÊareÊtheÊhopeÊofÊallÊtheÊearth. 

All:  You hear our prayers and forgive our transgressions. 

One: YouÊblessÊallÊtheÊearthÊandÊallÊcreation.Ê 

All:  All creation shouts and sings together for joy! 

One: InÊyourÊgoodness,ÊOÊLord,ÊyouÊprovideÊforÊallÊcreation. 

All:  We come to offer you our thanks and praise! 

One: LetÊusÊworshipÊGod— 

All:  The One who answers prayer, renews the earth, and fills our hearts  
  with joy. 



 

 

 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

Let us exchange a gesture of peace with our neighbors, and remain standing for our  
Response to Forgiveness. 

†ÊÊAÊTIMEÊFORÊSILENTÊREFLECTIONÊANDÊCONFESSION 

 One: FriendsÊbelieveÊtheÊgoodÊnewsÊofÊtheÊgospel. 

 All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 One: SinceÊGodÊhasÊforgivenÊusÊinÊChrist,ÊletÊusÊforgiveÊoneÊanother.Ê 
   TheÊpeaceÊofÊtheÊLordÊJesusÊChristÊbeÊwithÊyouÊall. 

 All:  And also with you. 

†ÊÊASSURANCEÊOFÊPARDONÊ&ÊPASSINGÊTHEÊPEACEÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

AÊTIMEÊFORÊCHILDREN            LauraÊSmith 

†ÊÊRESPONSEÊTOÊFORGIVENESSÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊGloria Patri                                          #581 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
 the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  

The Word 

PRAYERÊFORÊILLUMINATION 

Gracious God, you resist the proud and give grace to the humble. By the  
power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts and minds to your Word. Silence 
every voice but your own, so that in hearing your truth we may see ourselves 
clearly, turn from our pride, and receive your mercy with joy. Through Jesus 
Christ, our  redeemer, we pray. Amen. 

THEÊGOSPELÊLESSON             LukeÊ18:9-14Ê 

Ê One: TheÊWordÊofÊtheÊLord. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM      “ÊShoutÊtoÊtheÊLordÊ”ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊZschech,Êarr.ÊbyÊAndersonÊ&ÊHuggins 

LauraÊSmith 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

Responding to the Word  

PRESENTATIONÊOFÊTITHESÊANDÊOFFERINGS 

 OFFERTORYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 †ÊÊÊÊDOXOLOGYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPraise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                    #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

THEÊPRAYERSÊOFÊTHEÊPEOPLEÊANDÊTHEÊLORD’SÊPRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the  
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

SERMON    “ÊTheÊProblemÊwithÊAlwaysÊBeingÊRightÊ”  ÊÊ ÊÊNealÊCarter 

†ÊAFFIRMATIONÊOFÊFAITHÊÊ(fromÊtheÊConfessionÊofÊ1967) 

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of mankind. 
His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and present hope for 
women and men when the gospel is proclaimed and believed. In this  
experience the Spirit brings God's forgiveness to all, moves them to  
respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the new life in 
Christ. The new life takes shape in a community in which all know that God 
loves and accepts them in spite of what they are. They therefore accept 
themselves and love others, knowing that no one has any ground on which 
to stand except God's grace. 



 

 

 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

Ê†ÊÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊDEDICATIONÊ 

Merciful God, you welcome the humble and lift up the lowly. All that we 
have comes from your generous hand, and all that we are belongs to you. 
Receive these gifts, O Lord—our offerings, our time, our hearts—as signs 
of our gratitude and devotion. Use them to bring your mercy to those in 
need, your justice to those who are oppressed, and your grace to those 
who long to know your love. Make us humble servants of your kingdom, 
that in all we do, your name may be praised. Through Jesus Christ, who 
came not to exalt himself but to give himself for the world. Amen. 

†ÊÊCHARGEÊANDÊBENEDICTIONÊ 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#238      Thine Is the Glory 

†ÊÊPOSTLUDEÊ 

                                              Sending 

†ÊÊRESPONSE    God Be with You Till We Meet Again       #542, Verse 1 

Interested in membership? 
  Contact our Church Administrator to arrange a meeting with Pastor Neal Carter.   

704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Sanctuary: 128 Online: 53 

Attendance for Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025 

Christmas Open House 
The Manse open house will be Sunday, December 14, 2025  

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 

Salvation Army Meal Week 
Different groups will take a day throughout the week starting Sunday, November 16, 2025, to 

serve meals at the Salvation Army. 



 

 

SMALL  GROUP  MINISTRY 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 12 
6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
Menu: TUMBLEWEED CHICKEN 

 
WeÊaskÊforÊfourÊpeopleÊeachÊweekÊtoÊbringÊaÊ 

dessert.ÊPleaseÊcontactÊNancyÊTipton,Ê 
ntipton71@gmail.comÊ/Ê704-309-0369 

CONGREGATIONAL  CONNECTIONS  MINISTRY  

RRPC Blood Drive 
Tuesday,  Nov. 25 

2:00 - 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

PleaseÊvisitÊRedCrossBlood.orgÊandÊenter:ÊRockyÊRiverÊtoÊscheduleÊanÊ 
appointment. 

Men’s Advent Study 
12:30 pm - Session Room 

 

TheÊMen’sÊAdventÊStudyÊwillÊbeginÊonÊTuesday,ÊDecemberÊ2,Ê2025,ÊandÊbeÊeachÊweekÊ
untilÊDecemberÊ23,Ê2025.Ê 

Studying:ÊThe Weary World Rejoices byÊKateÊBowler 

ThisÊ24-dayÊdevotionalÊpointsÊtowardÊaÊfutureÊweÊcanÊalmostÊglimpse.ÊCopiesÊwillÊbeÊinÊ
theÊvestibuleÊbeginningÊSunday,ÊNovemberÊ9,Ê2025,ÊforÊpickÊup. 



 

 

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study  
Nov. 11, 2025 - 9:00 AM 

Room 216 - 2nd floor 

Twelve Women of the Bible byÊLysaÊTerkeurst,ÊElisaÊ 
Morgan,Êet.al.ÊUsingÊtheÊstudyÊguideÊbyÊSherryÊHarney. 

 

For further information contact Barbara Whaley at rnbwhaley@ctc.net 

GriefShare 13 - Week Class 
Tuesdays: Aug. 19 - Nov. 11 

 10:30 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Questions? Contact Joan Nicholson, jnich1@hotmail.com, 704-239-1573 

Game Night  
Friday, Nov. 14, 2025 at 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
AdultsÊgatherÊforÊboardÊandÊcardÊgamesÊtheÊ2ndÊandÊ4thÊ
FridaysÊofÊeachÊmonth!ÊNoÊregistrationÊrequired.ÊAllÊareÊ 
welcomeÊforÊaÊbitÊofÊlaughsÊandÊfriendlyÊcompetition!Ê 

 
Questions? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, 704-706-3203 

Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, Nov. 16, 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

MenÊofÊallÊagesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊcomeÊandÊshareÊinÊgoodÊ
foodÊandÊfellowship.ÊThisÊbreakfastÊisÊheldÊtheÊthirdÊ

SundayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Jerry Clark at 704-458-9233 



 

 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY 

YOUTH  MINISTRY 

Children’s Christmas Program 
 Every Sunday - 3:30 PM 

 

RehearsalsÊforÊtheÊChildren'sÊChristmasÊProgramÊareÊeveryÊSundayÊatÊ3:30pm.ÊThisÊ
year'sÊprogramÊwillÊbeÊaÊtellingÊofÊtheÊNativityÊstoryÊfromÊtheÊBibleÊwithÊscripture,Êmusic,Ê

andÊcostumes! 

TheÊprogramÊwillÊbeÊpresentedÊDecemberÊ14,Ê2025ÊatÊ10:00ÊAMÊinÊtheÊFellowshipÊHall. 

Rocky River Readers  
Monday, Nov. 25, 7:00 pm, Parlor 

 
One More for Christmas by Sarah Morgan 

 
View the 2025 reading list at 

www.rockyriver.org/connect/rocky-river-readers. 
Questions? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, 704-706-3203 

After Church Fellowship: The Book of Daniel  
 Sunday, November 9, 2025 

 

We'llÊhaveÊlunch,ÊwatchÊaÊmovieÊ(TheÊBookÊofÊDaniel),ÊandÊthenÊhaveÊaÊbriefÊ 
discussionÊonÊtheÊmovie'sÊmainÊthemes. Ê 

Women's Circle Meetings 
Tuesday, December 2 

Morning: 10:00 am, Session Room 
Evening: 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
AllÊwomenÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊaÊcircle! 
Morning: Linda Clark, 704-458-2472  

Evening: Elaine Vincent, 704-575-0396  



 

 

Youth Pantry Drive 
NOV.: CANNED VEGGIES 

 

SCAN THE CODE TO PURCHASE & SHIP DIRECTLY TO RRPC!Ê 
Questions - Hailey Lebada or email us at RockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.  

Join the RRPC Youth Mailing List 

JoinÊourÊmailingÊlistÊtoÊstayÊconnectedÊandÊhelpÊshapeÊtheÊupcomingÊprograms.Ê
ReceiveÊourÊweeklyÊnewsletterÊwithÊupdatesÊandÊquickÊlessonsÊforÊallÊages.Ê
Scan theÊQRÊcode orÊemailÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.ÊÊ 

Sign Up for the 2026 Youth Mission Trip 
June 21–26, 2026  

 
JoinÊusÊforÊtheÊ2026ÊYouthÊMissionÊTrip,ÊhappeningÊJuneÊ21–26ÊinÊWesternÊNorthÊCarolina.Ê
OpenÊtoÊyouthÊagesÊ14+ÊandÊadultÊleaders,ÊthisÊtripÊwillÊfocusÊonÊdisasterÊreliefÊeffortsÊinÊ 

communitiesÊstillÊrecoveringÊfromÊHurricaneÊHelene.ÊTheÊtotalÊcostÊisÊ$245ÊperÊperson,ÊwithÊaÊ
$100ÊdepositÊdueÊbyÊNovemberÊ28ÊtoÊholdÊyourÊspot,ÊwithÊfinalÊpaymentÊdueÊFeb.Ê27.ÊWe’llÊ
spendÊtheÊweekÊworkingÊonÊrepairÊprojects,ÊsharingÊmeals,ÊworshipingÊtogether,ÊandÊbuildingÊ

lastingÊconnections.Ê 
 

SignÊupÊviaÊtheÊnewsletterÊlinkÊorÊscanÊtheÊQRÊcode.Ê 
Questions?ÊContactÊHaileyÊLebadaÊatÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.Ê 

Youth Salvation Army Meal Day (Serving)  
Sunday, November 16, 2025 

 
OurÊyouthÊwillÊhelpÊserveÊaÊmealÊatÊtheÊSalvationÊArmy.ÊAÊmeaningfulÊopportunityÊtoÊ

giveÊbackÊandÊshareÊChrist’sÊloveÊinÊaction. 



 

 

Veteran’s Christmas Tree 
Return bags before Dec. 7th  

 
1.ÊSelectÊaÊtagÊfromÊtheÊtree 

2.ÊSignÊoutÊtheÊtagÊonÊtheÊformsÊonÊtheÊtableÊnextÊtoÊtheÊtree.ÊJustÊputÊyourÊnameÊonÊtheÊlineÊ
nextÊtoÊtheÊveteran'sÊname,ÊtheyÊareÊlistedÊalphabetically.ÊIfÊyouÊareÊnotÊaÊmemberÊofÊRRPC,Ê
pleaseÊputÊdownÊaÊphoneÊnumber. 

3.ÊShopÊforÊtheÊitemsÊonÊtheÊlist.ÊYouÊdoÊnotÊhaveÊtoÊbuyÊeverythingÊlistedÊonÊtheÊtag,ÊtheseÊareÊ
suggestions.   

4.ÊPlaceÊthemÊinÊaÊgiftÊbagÊandÊputÊtheÊtagÊonÊtheÊbagÊsoÊthatÊitÊdoesn'tÊgetÊdetachedÊandÊisÊvis-
ible.ÊPleaseÊuseÊaÊgiftÊbagÊsoÊweÊcanÊaddÊanyÊextraÊitemsÊthatÊareÊdonated. 

5.ÊReturnÊtheÊbagsÊtoÊtheÊchurchÊonÊorÊbeforeÊDecemberÊ7th. 

 

YouÊareÊwelcomeÊtoÊaddÊaÊChristmasÊcardÊifÊyouÊdesire.ÊOurÊveteransÊaskÊforÊveryÊlittle,ÊpleaseÊ
feelÊfreeÊtoÊaddÊitemsÊnotÊonÊtheÊtag.ÊPersonalÊhygieneÊitems,Êsocks,ÊcandyÊandÊgiftÊcardsÊareÊ
alwaysÊgoodÊideas.ÊGiftÊcardsÊtoÊWalmartÊareÊtheÊbestÊsinceÊtheÊstoresÊareÊeverywhereÊandÊ
theyÊcanÊuseÊthemÊforÊgoods,ÊgroceriesÊandÊprescriptions. 

YouÊcanÊdonateÊitemsÊevenÊifÊyouÊcan'tÊadoptÊaÊwholeÊtagÊorÊextraÊitemsÊinÊaÊgroceryÊbagÊ
markedÊExtra. 

IfÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊquestionsÊorÊneedÊhelp,ÊpleaseÊcontactÊBenÊSchneiderÊatÊ 
bschneider73@gmail.comÊorÊ980-258-9267 



 

 

NEW PLAYGROUND PROJECT! 

RRPC’sÊBuildingÊ&ÊGroundsÊMinistryÊhasÊbegun 
workÊtoÊrebuildÊourÊplayground! 

YourÊdonationsÊwillÊhelpÊprovideÊaÊsafe, 
functionalÊplaceÊforÊchildrenÊtoÊplay. 

ScanÊtheÊcodeÊtoÊdonate,ÊwriteÊ“Playground”ÊonÊ 
yourÊcheck,ÊorÊgiveÊonlineÊatÊwww.rockyriver.org/give 

BUILDING  &  GROUNDS  MINISTRY 



Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC  28025 
www.rockyriver.orgÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êfax:Ê704.455.2489 

Pastor:ÊTheÊRev.ÊDr.ÊNealÊCarterÊ●Ê704.455.2479ÊorÊ910.280.9688Ê●Ênealcarter64@gmail.com 
ChurchÊAdministrator:ÊMacieÊMeltonÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êchurchadmin@rockyriver.org 

MusicÊandÊChildren’sÊMinistries:ÊLauraÊSmithÊ●Ê704.796.3198ÊÊ●Êlaura.rrpc@gmail.com 
YouthÊMinistry:ÊHaileyÊLebadaÊ•Ê704.455.2479Ê•Êrockyriveryouth@gmail.com 

Ê 

OfficeÊHours:ÊÊMondayÊ-ÊThursday,Ê8:30Êa.m.Ê-Ê4:00Êp.m. 

Our Session 
CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 

ScottÊJones 
Finance and Administration 

SandraÊThomas 
Finance & Administration 

ShirleyÊRockel 
Finance & Administration 

ReggieÊHunnicutt 
Worship 

PriscillaÊGiuliano 
Worship 

BarbaraÊWhaley 
Worship 

NancyÊTipton,ÊClerkÊofÊSession 
Congregational Connections 

JoeÊNovobilski 
Congregational Connections 

RobertÊRemsburg 
Congregational Connections 

BillyÊCarriker 
Building and Grounds 

SteveÊIrminger 
Building and Grounds 

DavidÊMurray 
Building and Grounds 

AmyÊHuster 
Christian Education 

TheresaÊWatson 
Christian Education 

NicoleÊSchneider 
Christian Education 

BuildingÊandÊGrounds: ÊÊÊÊÊ  TheÊ1stÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ6:30Êp.m. 
Worship:    ÊÊÊÊÊ TheÊ3rdÊTuesdayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ2:00Êp.m.Ê 
FinanceÊ&ÊAdministration: ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ4thÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ7:00Êp.m. 
ChristianÊEducation:  ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m. 
CongregationalÊConnections:Ê TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m.Ê 

COMMITTEES 

MEETING 

SCHEDULE 

WeekÊ1:ÊÊ JoeÊNovobilskiÊandÊSandraÊThomas 

WeekÊ2:ÊÊ SteveÊJewettÊandÊKathyÊLinkerÊ 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ ShirleyÊRockelÊandÊDarrellÊThomas 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ ScottÊJonesÊandÊFrankÊReynolds 

WeekÊ5: BobÊRemsburgÊandÊDonÊChaseÊ 

Counters 

Volunteer Schedules 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

2025ÊBUDGET: $459,641 

TOTALÊGIVENÊYTD: $362,332 

NEEDEDÊEACHÊMONTH: $38,303 

TOTALÊFORÊOCT.: $30,923 

NEEDEDÊWEEKLY: $8,839 

TOTALÊFORÊOCT.Ê26: $4,940 

WeekÊ1:Ê C3 

WeekÊ2: Daoust 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ5:ÊÊ Tipton 

 

Irminger 

TroopsÊ7ÊandÊ83 

MitchemÊ/ÊCarter 

Whaley/ÊBedsole/ÊGlosson 

TiptonÊ/ÊEarley 

WNF Set-Up  WNF Clean-Up  


