
The First Sunday  
of 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

CHIMINGÊOFÊTHEÊHOUR 
ÊWELCOMEÊ&ÊANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Please sign and pass the welcome pads located at the end of each pew. 
 You may also sign in electronically by scanning the code. 

The Nursery is available for Infants-Kindergarten. 
The Alternative Worship Room (105) is available for those with sensory needs. 

  Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking. 

PRELUDEÊÊ                                    

Gathering 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#88,ÊVersesÊ1-3             O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

LIGHTINGÊOFÊTHEÊHOPEÊCANDLEÊ      ÊÊLorettaÊandÊBillÊHelmuth 

One: 
 TodayÊweÊlightÊtheÊfirstÊcandleÊofÊAdvent,ÊtheÊcandleÊofÊHope. 
 InÊaÊtimeÊwhenÊtheÊworldÊfeelsÊuncertain,ÊGodÊcallsÊusÊtoÊtrustÊtheÊpromiseÊofÊaÊ 
 Savior. 

Scripture: 
 “TheÊpeopleÊwhoÊwalkedÊinÊdarknessÊhaveÊseenÊaÊgreatÊlight.”Ê—ÊIsaiah 9:2 

One: 
 WeÊlightÊthisÊcandleÊasÊaÊsignÊofÊourÊhopeÊinÊGod’sÊcomingÊkingdom. 

(Light the first purple candle.) 

Prayer: 
 GraciousÊGod,ÊasÊthisÊcandleÊshines,ÊfillÊusÊwithÊyourÊhope. 
 HelpÊusÊwatchÊforÊyou,ÊtrustÊinÊyou,ÊandÊfollowÊtheÊlightÊyouÊsend. 
 Come,ÊLordÊJesus.ÊAmen. 

 
All: We wait with hope for the One who is coming. 
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Let us exchange a gesture of peace with our neighbors, and remain standing for our  
Response to Forgiveness. 

†ÊÊAÊTIMEÊFORÊSILENTÊREFLECTIONÊANDÊCONFESSION 

 One: FriendsÊbelieveÊtheÊgoodÊnewsÊofÊtheÊgospel. 
 All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 One: SinceÊGodÊhasÊforgivenÊusÊinÊChrist,ÊletÊusÊforgiveÊoneÊanother.Ê  
   TheÊpeaceÊofÊtheÊLordÊJesusÊChristÊbeÊwithÊyouÊall. 
 All:  And also with you. 

†ÊÊASSURANCEÊOFÊPARDONÊ&ÊPASSINGÊTHEÊPEACEÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

†ÊÊCALLÊTOÊCONFESSIONÊ 

†ÊÊADVENTÊPRAYERÊOFÊCONFESSION 

Holy God, you call us to stay awake, to keep watch for your coming, but we  
confess that we grow tired and distracted. We are lulled by the comforts of 
routine, by the noise of our schedules, by the worries we cling to more  
tightly than your promises. Forgive us for the ways we sleepwalk through 
our days—unaware of our neighbors, unresponsive to your Spirit, unready 
for the new thing you are doing among us. Wake us up Lord—to your  
mercy, to your presence, to your Advent among us and within us. Come to 
us again with your grace, and make us ready for the world you are bringing. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

†ÊÊRESPONSEÊTOÊFORGIVENESSÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊGloria Patri                                          #581 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
 the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen.  

AÊTIMEÊFORÊCHILDREN            LauraÊSmith 
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Responding to the Word  

THEÊGOSPELÊLESSON           ÊÊÊMatthewÊ24:36–44Ê 

 One:ÊÊÊTheÊWordÊofÊtheÊLord. 

 All:     Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM       AdventÊHope     JosephÊM.ÊMartin 

Choir 

SERMON   “Keep Awake…Even When You Don’t Know WhyÊ” ÊÊÊNealÊCarterÊ 

The Word 

PRAYERÊFORÊILLUMINATIONÊFORÊADVENTÊ  

Gracious God, as your Word is read and proclaimed, shine your light into our  
shadows. Wake us from all that dulls our hearts and slows our spirits. By your 
Holy Spirit, open our eyes to your coming, open our ears to your call, and 
open our lives to your transforming grace. Come, Lord Jesus—speak to us, 
and make us ready to receive you. Amen. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in  
Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life  
everlasting. Amen. 

†ÊAFFIRMATIONÊOFÊFAITHÊ(TheÊApostles’ÊCreed) 
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                                              Sending 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#88,ÊVersesÊ4-7  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom  
  come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  
  daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And  
  lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the  
  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    

THEÊPRAYERSÊOFÊTHEÊPEOPLEÊANDÊTHEÊLORD’SÊPRAYER 

PRESENTATIONÊOFÊTITHESÊANDÊOFFERINGS 

 OFFERTORYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 †ÊÊÊÊDOXOLOGYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPraise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                    #606 
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here       
       below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy  
       Ghost.  Amen. 

ÊÊ †ÊÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊDEDICATIONÊ 

Generous God, you break into our world with mercy and hope, and you 
invite us to live, awake to your kingdom. Receive these gifts, and use 
them for your purposes—to shine light where there is darkness, to bring 
peace where there is fear, to stir hope where there is despair. As we offer 
our resources, we also offer our lives. Make us faithful stewards who 
watch for your coming and work for your justice, until Christ comes again 
in glory. In the name of our coming Lord, we pray. Amen. 

†ÊÊCHARGEÊANDÊBENEDICTIONÊ 

†ÊÊPOSTLUDEÊ 

†ÊÊRESPONSE     WhileÊWeÊAreÊWaiting,ÊCome       #92, Verse 1 



 

 

SANCTUARY POINSETTIA DONATION 

WeÊwillÊsoonÊbeÊorderingÊPoinsettiasÊforÊtheÊdecorationÊofÊtheÊsanctuaryÊduringÊAdvent.Ê
IfÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊmakeÊaÊ$12 donationÊinÊhonorÊorÊmemoryÊofÊsomeone,ÊpleaseÊ 
completeÊaÊformÊandÊplaceÊitÊwithÊyourÊcheckÊorÊcashÊinÊtheÊofferingÊplateÊorÊgiveÊitÊ 

directlyÊtoÊtheÊchurchÊoffice.Ê 

AÊlistÊofÊthoseÊhonoredÊandÊrememberedÊwillÊbeÊinÊtheÊbulletinÊonÊChristmasÊEve.Ê
FundsÊcollectedÊwillÊbenefitÊtheÊHarrisburgÊCrisisÊAssistanceÊMinistryÊFoodÊPantryÊatÊ

RRPC.ÊSubmitÊyourÊorderÊbyÊscanningÊtheÊcodeÊorÊpickÊupÊanÊorderÊformÊinÊtheÊ 
vestibule. 

  DEADLINE for ordering is Sunday, December 7.  

ADVENT AT ROCKY RIVER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



 

 

TOYS FOR TOTS 
December 14 - 15 

4:00 - 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 

SORT TOYS: 
ImmediatelyÊfollowingÊworshipÊonÊDecemberÊ14ÊinÊtheÊfellowshipÊhall. 

Distribution & Shop: 
Sunday,ÊDecemberÊ14Ê&ÊMonday,ÊDecemberÊ15 

HelpÊfamiliesÊshopÊandÊpickÊoutÊtoys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Nancy Tipton for details, ntipton71@gmail.com  



 

 

SMALL  GROUP  MINISTRY 

Men’s Advent Study 
Tuesdays, 12:30 pm - Session Room 

 

TheÊMen’sÊAdventÊStudyÊwillÊbeginÊonÊTuesday,ÊDecemberÊ2,Ê2025ÊandÊbeÊeachÊweekÊ
untilÊDecemberÊ23,Ê2025.Ê 

Studying:ÊThe Weary World Rejoices byÊKateÊBowler 

ThisÊ24-dayÊdevotionalÊpointsÊtowardÊaÊfutureÊweÊcanÊalmostÊglimpse.ÊCopiesÊwillÊbeÊinÊ
theÊvestibuleÊforÊpickÊup.Ê 

CONGREGATIONAL  CONNECTIONS  MINISTRY  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 

 
Wednesday, Dec. 3 

6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
 

Menu: SOUPS 
 

WeÊaskÊforÊfourÊpeopleÊeachÊweekÊtoÊbringÊaÊ 
dessert.ÊPleaseÊcontactÊNancyÊTipton,Ê 
ntipton71@gmail.comÊ/Ê704-309-0369 



 

 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 14, 2025 

 

PleaseÊjoinÊusÊonÊDec.Ê14thÊatÊ10:00amÊinÊtheÊFellowshipÊHallÊasÊtheÊchildrenÊpresentÊ
thisÊyear'sÊChristmasÊprogram.ÊThereÊwillÊbeÊmusic,Ênarration,ÊandÊchildrenÊinÊ 

costumes!ÊThisÊwillÊtakeÊtheÊplaceÊofÊSundayÊSchoolÊthatÊday.ÊWeÊhopeÊyouÊwillÊallÊ
comeÊtoÊsupportÊourÊchildren. 

Women's Circle Meetings 
Tuesday, December 2 

Morning: 10:00 am, Session Room 
Evening: 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
AllÊwomenÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊaÊcircle! 
Morning: Linda Clark, 704-458-2472  

Evening: Elaine Vincent, 704-575-0396  

Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, Dec. 21, 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

MenÊofÊallÊagesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊcomeÊandÊshareÊinÊgoodÊ
foodÊandÊfellowship.ÊThisÊbreakfastÊisÊheldÊtheÊthirdÊ

SundayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Jerry Clark at 704-458-9233 

RRPC’s Bread Ministry 
 

RRPC'sÊBreadÊMinistryÊisÊlookingÊforÊvolunteers.ÊThisÊisÊaÊwonderful,ÊwelcomingÊministryÊ
thatÊprovidesÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊmeetÊandÊgetÊtoÊknowÊourÊvisitors.   

 
TheÊrotationÊforÊthoseÊprovidingÊbreadÊisÊapproximatelyÊonceÊeveryÊfourÊmonths.ÊTheÊ

loavesÊcanÊbeÊstoreÊbought,Êhomemade,ÊorÊfromÊaÊmix. 
 

Interested? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, tttandsp@gmail.com / 704-706-3203 



 

 

YOUTH  MINISTRY 

Sign Up for the 2026 Youth Mission Trip 
June 21–26, 2026  

 
JoinÊusÊforÊtheÊ2026ÊYouthÊMissionÊTrip,ÊhappeningÊJuneÊ21–26ÊinÊWesternÊNorthÊCarolina.Ê
OpenÊtoÊyouthÊagesÊ14+ÊandÊadultÊleaders,ÊthisÊtripÊwillÊfocusÊonÊdisasterÊreliefÊeffortsÊinÊ 

communitiesÊstillÊrecoveringÊfromÊHurricaneÊHelene.ÊTheÊtotalÊcostÊisÊ$245ÊperÊperson,ÊwithÊaÊ
$100ÊdepositÊdueÊbyÊNovemberÊ28ÊtoÊholdÊyourÊspot,ÊwithÊfinalÊpaymentÊdueÊFeb.Ê27.ÊWe’llÊ
spendÊtheÊweekÊworkingÊonÊrepairÊprojects,ÊsharingÊmeals,ÊworshipingÊtogether,ÊandÊbuildingÊ

lastingÊconnections.Ê 
 

SignÊupÊviaÊtheÊnewsletterÊlinkÊorÊscanÊtheÊQRÊcode.Ê 
Questions?ÊContactÊHaileyÊLebadaÊatÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.Ê 

Birthday Party for Jesus 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 

 

ChildrenÊofÊallÊagesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊusÊDec.Ê28thÊfollowingÊworshipÊforÊaÊpartyÊtoÊ 
celebrateÊJesus'sÊbirth!ÊWeÊwillÊhaveÊaÊlightÊlunch,Êgames,Êcrafts,ÊandÊfun.ÊChildrenÊ

mustÊbeÊaccompaniedÊbyÊanÊadult.Ê 

PleaseÊRSVPÊtoÊlaura.rrpc@gmail.comÊtoÊletÊLauraÊSmithÊknowÊhowÊmanyÊwillÊbeÊ 
attendingÊsoÊwe'llÊhaveÊenoughÊfoodÊforÊeveryone. Ê 

White Elephant Youth Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 7, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, Fellowship Hall 

 

HeyÊRRPCÊYouth,Êparents,ÊandÊvolunteers,ÊgetÊreadyÊforÊanÊ 
eveningÊfilledÊwithÊlaughter,ÊfestiveÊfun,ÊandÊtheÊmostÊcreativeÊgiftÊexchangesÊofÊtheÊseason.Ê
WearÊyourÊugliestÊChristmasÊsweater,ÊbringÊaÊwrappedÊwackyÊgiftÊ($10Êlimit),ÊandÊyourÊholidayÊ

spirit.Ê 

 
Questions?  Contact Hailey Lebada, RockyRiverYouth@gmail.com. 



 

 

Veteran’s Christmas Tree 
Return bags before Dec. 7th  

 
1.ÊSelectÊaÊtagÊfromÊtheÊtree 

2.ÊSignÊoutÊtheÊtagÊonÊtheÊformsÊonÊtheÊtableÊnextÊtoÊtheÊtree.ÊPutÊyourÊnameÊonÊtheÊlineÊnextÊtoÊ
theÊveteran'sÊname.ÊIfÊyouÊareÊnotÊaÊmemberÊofÊRRPC,ÊpleaseÊputÊdownÊaÊphoneÊnumber. 

3.ÊShopÊforÊtheÊitemsÊonÊtheÊlist.ÊYouÊdoÊnotÊhaveÊtoÊbuyÊeverythingÊlistedÊonÊtheÊtag;ÊtheseÊareÊ
suggestions.   

4.ÊPlaceÊthemÊinÊaÊgiftÊbagÊandÊputÊtheÊtagÊonÊtheÊbagÊsoÊthatÊitÊdoesn'tÊgetÊdetachedÊandÊisÊ 
visible.ÊPleaseÊuseÊaÊgiftÊbagÊsoÊweÊcanÊaddÊanyÊextraÊitemsÊthatÊareÊdonated. 

5.ÊReturnÊtheÊbagsÊtoÊtheÊchurchÊonÊorÊbeforeÊDecember 7th. 

YouÊareÊwelcomeÊtoÊaddÊaÊChristmasÊcardÊifÊyouÊdesire.ÊOurÊveteransÊaskÊforÊveryÊlittle,ÊpleaseÊ
feelÊfreeÊtoÊaddÊitemsÊnotÊonÊtheÊtag.ÊPersonalÊhygieneÊitems,Êsocks,ÊcandyÊandÊgiftÊcardsÊareÊ
alwaysÊgoodÊideas.ÊGiftÊcardsÊtoÊWalmartÊareÊtheÊbestÊsinceÊtheÊstoresÊareÊeverywhereÊandÊ
theyÊcanÊuseÊthemÊforÊgoods,ÊgroceriesÊandÊprescriptions. 

YouÊcanÊdonateÊitemsÊevenÊifÊyouÊcan'tÊadoptÊaÊwholeÊtagÊorÊputÊextraÊitemsÊinÊaÊgroceryÊbagÊ
markedÊ“Extra”. 

IfÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊquestionsÊorÊneedÊhelp,ÊpleaseÊcontactÊBenÊSchneiderÊatÊ 
bschneider73@gmail.comÊorÊ980-258-9267 

Youth Pantry Drive 
NOV.: CANNED VEGGIES 

 

SCAN THE CODE TO PURCHASE & SHIP DIRECTLY TO RRPC!Ê 
Questions - Hailey Lebada or email us at RockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.  

Join the RRPC Youth Mailing List 

JoinÊourÊmailingÊlistÊtoÊstayÊconnectedÊandÊhelpÊshapeÊtheÊupcomingÊprograms.Ê
ReceiveÊourÊweeklyÊnewsletterÊwithÊupdatesÊandÊquickÊlessonsÊforÊallÊages.Ê
Scan theÊQRÊcode orÊemailÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.ÊÊ 

Billy Graham Library Christmas Visit  
Friday, December 19, 2025 

 
ExperienceÊtheÊbeautyÊofÊChristmasÊlightsÊandÊdecorationsÊatÊtheÊBillyÊGrahamÊLibrary.ÊAÊ 

festiveÊeveningÊtoÊcelebrateÊtheÊseasonÊtogether.Ê 



Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC  28025 
www.rockyriver.orgÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êfax:Ê704.455.2489 

Pastor:ÊTheÊRev.ÊDr.ÊNealÊCarterÊ●Ê704.455.2479ÊorÊ910.280.9688Ê●Ênealcarter64@gmail.com 
ChurchÊAdministrator:ÊMacieÊMeltonÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êchurchadmin@rockyriver.org 

MusicÊandÊChildren’sÊMinistries:ÊLauraÊSmithÊ●Ê704.796.3198ÊÊ●Êlaura.rrpc@gmail.com 
YouthÊMinistry:ÊHaileyÊLebadaÊ•Ê704.455.2479Ê•Êrockyriveryouth@gmail.com 

Ê 

OfficeÊHours:ÊÊMondayÊ-ÊThursday,Ê8:30Êa.m.Ê-Ê4:00Êp.m. 

Our Session 
CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 

ScottÊJones 
Finance and Administration 

SandraÊThomas 
Finance & Administration 

ShirleyÊRockel 
Finance & Administration 

ReggieÊHunnicutt 
Worship 

PriscillaÊGiuliano 
Worship 

BarbaraÊWhaley 
Worship 

NancyÊTipton,ÊClerkÊofÊSession 
Congregational Connections 

JoeÊNovobilski 
Congregational Connections 

RobertÊRemsburg 
Congregational Connections 

BillyÊCarriker 
Building and Grounds 

SteveÊIrminger 
Building and Grounds 

DavidÊMurray 
Building and Grounds 

AmyÊHuster 
Christian Education 

TheresaÊWatson 
Christian Education 

NicoleÊSchneider 
Christian Education 

BuildingÊandÊGrounds: ÊÊÊÊÊ  TheÊ1stÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ6:30Êp.m. 
Worship:    ÊÊÊÊÊ TheÊ3rdÊTuesdayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ2:00Êp.m.Ê 
FinanceÊ&ÊAdministration: ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ4thÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ7:00Êp.m. 
ChristianÊEducation:  ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m. 
CongregationalÊConnections:Ê TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m.Ê 

COMMITTEES 

MEETING 

SCHEDULE 

WeekÊ1:ÊÊ JoeÊNovobilskiÊandÊSandraÊThomas 

WeekÊ2:ÊÊ SteveÊJewettÊandÊKathyÊLinkerÊ 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ ShirleyÊRockelÊandÊDarrellÊThomas 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ ScottÊJonesÊandÊFrankÊReynolds 

WeekÊ5: BobÊRemsburgÊandÊDonÊChaseÊ 

Counters 

Volunteer Schedules 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

2025ÊBUDGET: $459,641 

TOTALÊGIVENÊYTD: $400,294 

NEEDEDÊEACHÊMONTH: $38,303 

TOTALÊFORÊNOV.: $37,976 

NEEDEDÊWEEKLY: $8,839 

TOTALÊFORÊNOV.Ê23: $7,670 

WeekÊ1:Ê C3 

WeekÊ2: Daoust 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ5:ÊÊ Tipton 

 

Irminger 

TroopsÊ7ÊandÊ83 

MitchemÊ/ÊCarter 

Whaley/ÊBedsole/ÊGlosson 

TiptonÊ/ÊEarley 

WNF Set-Up  WNF Clean-Up  


