
Morning Worship 
at Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

11:00 AM 



 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

 

The Nursery is available for Infants-Kindergarten. 
The Alternative Worship Room (105) is available for those with sensory needs. 

  Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking. 

CHIMINGÊOFÊTHEÊHOUR 
WELCOMEÊ&ÊANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Please sign and pass the welcome pads located at the end of each pew. 
 You may also sign in electronically by scanning the code. 

PRELUDEÊÊ                                    

Gathering 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#749     Come! Live In the Light! 

CALLÊTOÊWORSHIPÊ(BasedÊonÊPsalmÊ40) 

One: IÊwaitedÊpatientlyÊforÊtheÊLord;ÊheÊinclinedÊtoÊmeÊandÊheardÊmyÊcry. 

All:  He drew me up from the desolate pit and set my feet upon a rock. 

One: HeÊputÊaÊnewÊsongÊinÊmyÊmouth,ÊaÊsongÊofÊpraiseÊtoÊourÊGod. 

All:  Blessed are those who trust in the Lord. 

One: LetÊusÊworshipÊGod. 

All:  Let us worship God together. 

†ÊÊCALLÊTOÊCONFESSIONÊ 

†ÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊCONFESSION 

Gracious God, you send us Jesus, the Lamb of God, yet we do not always 
recognize him or follow where he leads. We hear the invitation to come and 
see, but we remain where we are comfortable and afraid of change. Forgive 
us when we turn away from your call. Open our eyes to see Christ among us, 
and give us courage to follow, so that our lives may bear faithful witness. 
Amen. 



 

 

 
†ÊPleaseÊStandÊ•ÊÊCongregation reads words in bold. 

 

Let us exchange a gesture of peace with our neighbors, and remain standing for our  
Response to Forgiveness. 

†ÊÊAÊTIMEÊFORÊSILENTÊREFLECTIONÊANDÊCONFESSION 

 One: FriendsÊbelieveÊtheÊgoodÊnewsÊofÊtheÊgospel. 

 All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 One: SinceÊGodÊhasÊforgivenÊusÊinÊChrist,ÊletÊusÊforgiveÊoneÊanother.Ê 
   TheÊpeaceÊofÊtheÊLordÊJesusÊChristÊbeÊwithÊyouÊall. 

 All:  And also with you. 

†ÊÊASSURANCEÊOFÊPARDONÊ&ÊPASSINGÊTHEÊPEACEÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

AÊTIMEÊFORÊCHILDREN            LauraÊSmith 

†ÊÊRESPONSEÊTOÊFORGIVENESSÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊGloria Patri                                          #581 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
 the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.  

SERVICEÊOFÊWELCOMEÊOFÊNEWÊMEMBERS  ÊÊÊSandra Thomas, Presenting Elder 

Sandra:  OnÊbehalfÊofÊtheÊsessionÊIÊpresentÊBobÊandÊMarthaÊMorrisonÊwhoÊhaveÊ 
   beenÊreceivedÊintoÊtheÊmembershipÊofÊthisÊcongregationÊbyÊreaffirmationÊofÊ
   faith. 

Neal:  YouÊcomeÊtoÊusÊasÊaÊmembersÊofÊtheÊoneÊholyÊcatholicÊchurch,ÊintoÊwhichÊ
   youÊwereÊbaptized,ÊandÊbyÊwhichÊyouÊhaveÊbeenÊnurtured.ÊWeÊareÊoneÊ 
   withÊeachÊother,ÊsistersÊandÊbrothersÊinÊtheÊfamilyÊofÊGod.ÊWeÊrejoiceÊinÊtheÊ
   giftsÊyouÊbringÊtoÊus.ÊAsÊyouÊjoinÊwithÊusÊinÊtheÊworshipÊandÊserviceÊofÊthisÊ
   congregation,ÊitÊisÊfittingÊthatÊtogetherÊweÊreaffirmÊtheÊcovenantÊintoÊwhichÊ
   weÊwereÊbaptized,ÊclaimingÊagainÊtheÊpromisesÊofÊGodÊwhichÊareÊoursÊinÊ 
   ourÊbaptism. 
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PROFESSIONÊOFÊFAITH 

HearÊtheseÊwordsÊfromÊHolyÊScripture:ÊYouÊareÊaÊchosenÊrace,ÊaÊroyalÊpriesthood,Ê 
aÊholyÊnation,ÊGod’sÊownÊpeople,ÊinÊorderÊthatÊyouÊmayÊproclaimÊtheÊmightyÊactsÊofÊtheÊ 
OneÊwhoÊcalledÊyouÊoutÊofÊdarknessÊintoÊGod’sÊmarvelousÊlight.Ê(1ÊPeterÊ2:9) 

Neal:  Now,ÊasÊyouÊpubliclyÊdeclareÊyourÊfaith,ÊIÊaskÊyouÊtoÊrejectÊsin,ÊtoÊprofessÊ 
   yourÊfaithÊinÊJesusÊChrist,ÊandÊtoÊconfessÊtheÊfaithÊofÊtheÊchurch,ÊtheÊfaithÊinÊ
   whichÊyouÊwereÊbaptized.ÊTrustingÊinÊtheÊgraciousÊmercyÊofÊGod,ÊdoÊyouÊ 
   turnÊfromÊtheÊwaysÊofÊsinÊandÊrenounceÊevilÊandÊitsÊpowerÊinÊtheÊworld? 

Members: I do. 

Neal:  DoÊyouÊturnÊtoÊJesusÊChristÊandÊacceptÊhimÊasÊyourÊLordÊandÊSavior,Ê 
   trustingÊinÊhisÊgraceÊandÊlove? 

Members: I do. 

Neal:  WillÊyouÊbeÊChrist’sÊfaithfulÊdisciple,ÊobeyingÊhisÊWordÊandÊshowingÊhisÊ 
   love? 

Members: I will, with God’s help. 

Neal:  YouÊhaveÊpubliclyÊprofessedÊyourÊfaith.ÊWillÊyouÊbeÊfaithfulÊmembersÊofÊ 
   thisÊcongregation,ÊshareÊinÊitsÊworshipÊandÊministryÊthroughÊyourÊprayersÊ 
   andÊgifts,ÊyourÊstudyÊandÊservice,ÊandÊsoÊfulfillÊyourÊcallingÊtoÊbeÊaÊdiscipleÊ 
   ofÊJesusÊChrist? 

Members: I will, with God’s help. 

All:  With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us in the  
  ministry of Christ, for we are all one in him. 

PRAYER 
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Responding to the Word  

SERMON      “ÊHey!ÊCheckÊthisÊOut!Ê”   ÊÊ  ÊÊNealÊCarter 

THEÊGOSPELÊLESSON             JohnÊ1:29–42Ê 

Ê One: TheÊWordÊofÊtheÊLord. 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM      “ÊBeÊStill,ÊMyÊSoulÊ”  ÊÊÊSibelius,Êarr.ÊbyÊBartsch,ÊJr. 

HandbellÊChoir 

The Word 

PRAYERÊFORÊILLUMINATION 

Gracious God, your Word is living and active. By your Holy Spirit, open our 
ears to hear and our hearts to receive what you reveal to us this day. Show us 
Christ, that seeing him, we may follow faithfully. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in  
Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

†ÊAFFIRMATIONÊOFÊFAITHÊ(TheÊApostles’ÊCreed) 
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Interested in membership? 
  Contact our Church Administrator to arrange a meeting with Pastor Neal Carter.   

704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Sanctuary: 144 Online: 55 

Attendance for Sunday, Jan. 11, 2026 

PRESENTATIONÊOFÊTITHESÊANDÊOFFERINGS 

 OFFERTORYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 †ÊÊÊÊDOXOLOGYÊÊÊÊÊÊÊPraise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                    #606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

Ê†ÊÊÊPRAYERÊOFÊDEDICATIONÊ 

Generous God, you have given us more than we can name - life, grace, and 
the gift of your Son. Receive these offerings as signs of our gratitude and 
use them to extend your invitation of love to a world in need. Through  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

†ÊÊHYMNÊ#726     Will You Come and Follow Me 

                                              Sending 

†ÊÊCHARGEÊANDÊBENEDICTIONÊ 

†ÊÊPOSTLUDEÊ 

†ÊÊRESPONSE     May the God of Hope Go with Us    #765 

THEÊPRAYERSÊOFÊTHEÊPEOPLEÊANDÊTHEÊLORD’SÊPRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the  
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.    



 

 

RRPC Blood Drive 
Tuesday,  Jan. 27 

2:00 - 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

PleaseÊvisitÊRedCrossBlood.orgÊandÊenter:ÊRockyÊRiverÊtoÊscheduleÊanÊ 
appointment. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CONNECTIONS  MINISTRY  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2026 
6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
Menu: BAKED POTATO BAR 

 
WeÊaskÊforÊfourÊpeopleÊeachÊweekÊtoÊbringÊaÊ 

dessert.ÊPleaseÊcontactÊNancyÊTipton,Ê 
ntipton71@gmail.comÊ/Ê704-309-0369 

SMALL  GROUP  MINISTRY 

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study  
Jan. 20, 2026 - 9:00 AM 
Room 216 - 2nd floor 

Twelve Women of the Bible byÊLysaÊTerkeurst,ÊElisaÊ 
Morgan,Êet.al.ÊandÊtheÊstudyÊguideÊbyÊSherryÊHarney. 

 

For further information contact Barbara Whaley at rnbwhaley@ctc.net 



 

 

Game Night  
Friday, Jan. 23, 2026, at 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
AdultsÊgatherÊforÊboardÊandÊcardÊgamesÊtheÊ2ndÊandÊ4thÊ
FridaysÊofÊeachÊmonth!ÊNoÊregistrationÊrequired.ÊAllÊareÊ 
welcomeÊforÊaÊbitÊofÊlaughsÊandÊfriendlyÊcompetition!Ê 

 
Questions? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, 704-706-3203 

Rocky River Readers  
Monday, Jan. 26, 7:00 pm, Parlor 

 
Traveling Through History by Janet Morrison  

 
View the 2026 reading list at 

www.rockyriver.org/connect/rocky-river-readers. 
Questions? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, 704-706-3203 

Women's Circle Meetings 
Tuesday, Feb. 3 

Morning: 10:00 am, Session Room 
Evening: 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 
AllÊwomenÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊaÊcircle! 
Morning: Linda Clark, 704-458-2472  

Evening: Elaine Vincent, 704-575-0396  

Theology On Tap 

Monday, Feb. 9, 7:00 p.m., Percent Tap House 
 

JoinÊPastorÊNealÊforÊaÊcasualÊtimeÊofÊfellowshipÊandÊ
discussion.ÊThisÊgatheringÊisÊheldÊtheÊsecondÊ 

MondayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Neal Carter, 980-280-9688 



 

 

Taco Tuesday 
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 7:00 p.m., La Unica 

 
YoungÊadults,ÊjoinÊPastorÊNealÊforÊaÊcasualÊtimeÊofÊtacosÊandÊ 

discussion.ÊLet’sÊTacoÊ‘BoutÊIt! 
 

Questions? Contact Neal Carter,  980-280-9688 

Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, Feb. 15, 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

MenÊofÊallÊagesÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊcomeÊandÊshareÊinÊgoodÊ
foodÊandÊfellowship.ÊThisÊbreakfastÊisÊheldÊtheÊthirdÊ

SundayÊofÊeachÊmonth.ÊÊ 
 

Questions? Contact Jerry Clark at 704-458-9233 

RRPC’s Bread Ministry 

RRPC'sÊBreadÊMinistryÊisÊlookingÊforÊvolunteers.ÊThisÊisÊaÊwonderful,ÊwelcomingÊministryÊ
thatÊprovidesÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊmeetÊandÊgetÊtoÊknowÊourÊvisitors.   

 
TheÊrotationÊforÊthoseÊprovidingÊbreadÊisÊapproximatelyÊonceÊeveryÊfourÊmonths.ÊTheÊ

loavesÊcanÊbeÊstoreÊboughtÊorÊhomemade. 

Interested? Contact Priscilla Giuliano, tttandsp@gmail.com / 704-706-3203 



 

 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY 

Card Games for Kids 
Jan. 25, 2026 – 12:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

OnÊJan.Ê25thÊfollowingÊworship,ÊchildrenÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊplayÊcardÊgamesÊsuchÊasÊUno,ÊGoÊFish,Ê
andÊMemory.ÊIfÊyou'dÊlikeÊtoÊbringÊanÊeasy-to-playÊcardÊgameÊtoÊshareÊwithÊtheÊgroup,ÊpleaseÊ
do!ÊLunchÊwillÊbeÊservedÊinÊtheÊFellowshipÊHall.ÊChildrenÊmustÊbeÊaccompaniedÊbyÊanÊadult.  

PleaseÊRSVPÊtoÊLauraÊSmith, laura.rrpc@gmail.com,ÊbyÊJan.Ê21stÊtoÊensureÊweÊhaveÊenoughÊ
foodÊforÊeveryone. 

Children’s Faith and Fellowship 
Feb. 1, 2026 – 12:15 PM 

Room 215 

WeÊhaveÊaÊnewÊscheduleÊforÊ2026!ÊCF&FÊreturnsÊonÊFeb.Ê1stÊatÊ12:15pm.ÊElementary-agedÊ
childrenÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊjoinÊusÊinÊRoom 215Ê(Children'sÊSundayÊSchoolÊclassroom)ÊforÊgames,Ê
crafts,ÊBibleÊlessons,ÊandÊlunch.ÊParentsÊandÊadultsÊwillÊhaveÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊsignÊupÊtoÊ 
provideÊaÊsimpleÊlunchÊforÊtheÊgroupÊeachÊmonth.ÊMovingÊforwardÊafterÊFebruary,ÊCF&FÊwillÊ

meetÊonÊtheÊsecondÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ12:15pm. 

ForÊmoreÊinformation,ÊcontactÊLauraÊSmith, laura.rrpc@gmail.com 



 

 

YOUTH  MINISTRY 

Upcoming Youth Events 

MarkÊyourÊcalendars!ÊJoinÊusÊforÊfun,Êfaith,ÊandÊservice—games,Êmovies,ÊBibleÊtalks,ÊandÊ 
planningÊwaysÊtoÊblessÊourÊchurchÊandÊcommunity. 

 

Save the Dates: 

•ÊJanÊ25Ê|Ê12:30–2ÊPMÊ-ÊValentine’sÊDinnerÊPlanningÊandÊPreparation 
•ÊFeb.Ê7Ê|Ê12:30–2ÊPMÊ-ÊValentine’sÊFundraiser 

•ÊFeb.Ê8Ê|ÊSouperÊBowlÊSunday 
•ÊFeb.Ê22Ê|Ê12:30–2ÊPM 

•ÊMarchÊ15,Ê22Ê|Ê12:30–2ÊPMÊ 

 

MoreÊdetailsÊtoÊcome—weÊcan’tÊwaitÊtoÊseeÊyouÊthere! 

Youth Pantry Drive 
JAN.: BABY WIPES 

 

SCAN THE CODE TO PURCHASE & SHIP DIRECTLY TO RRPC!Ê 
Questions - Hailey Lebada or email us at RockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.  

Join the RRPC Youth Mailing List 

JoinÊourÊmailingÊlistÊtoÊstayÊconnectedÊandÊhelpÊshapeÊtheÊupcomingÊprograms.Ê
ReceiveÊourÊweeklyÊnewsletterÊwithÊupdatesÊandÊquickÊlessonsÊforÊallÊages.Ê
Scan theÊQRÊcode orÊemailÊRockyRiverYouth@gmail.com.ÊÊ 



Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC  28025 
www.rockyriver.orgÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êfax:Ê704.455.2489 

Pastor:ÊTheÊRev.ÊDr.ÊNealÊCarterÊ●Ê704.455.2479ÊorÊ910.280.9688Ê●Ênealcarter64@gmail.com 
ChurchÊAdministrator:ÊMacieÊMeltonÊ●Ê704.455.2479Ê●Êchurchadmin@rockyriver.org 

MusicÊandÊChildren’sÊMinistries:ÊLauraÊSmithÊ●Ê704.796.3198ÊÊ●Êlaura.rrpc@gmail.com 
YouthÊMinistry:ÊHaileyÊLebadaÊ•Ê704.455.2479Ê•Êrockyriveryouth@gmail.com 

Ê 

OfficeÊHours:ÊÊMondayÊ-ÊThursday,Ê8:30Êa.m.Ê-Ê4:00Êp.m. 

Our Session 
CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 CLASS OF 2028 

SandraÊThomas 
Finance & Administration 

ShirleyÊRockel 
Finance & Administration 

JimÊPharr 
Finance & Administration 

PriscillaÊGiuliano 
Worship 

BarbaraÊWhaley 
Worship 

ClaudiaÊBedsole 
Worship 

JoeÊNovobilski,ÊClerkÊofÊSession 
Congregational Connections 

RobertÊRemsburg 
Congregational Connections 

AshelynÊEarley 
Congregational Connections 

SteveÊIrminger 
Building and Grounds 

DavidÊMurray 
Building and Grounds 

JimmyÊStafford 
Building and Grounds 

TheresaÊWatson 
Christian Education 

NicoleÊSchneider 
Christian Education 

ElaineÊTankersley 
Christian Education 

BuildingÊandÊGrounds: ÊÊÊÊÊ  TheÊ1stÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ6:30Êp.m. 
Worship:    ÊÊÊÊÊ TheÊ3rdÊTuesdayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ2:00Êp.m.Ê 
FinanceÊ&ÊAdministration: ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ4thÊMondayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ7:00Êp.m. 
ChristianÊEducation:  ÊÊÊÊ TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m. 
CongregationalÊConnections:Ê TheÊ2ndÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊatÊ9:00Êa.m.Ê 

COMMITTEES 

MEETING 

SCHEDULE 

WeekÊ1:ÊÊ JoeÊNovobilskiÊandÊSandraÊThomas 

WeekÊ2:ÊÊ SteveÊJewettÊandÊKathyÊLinkerÊ 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ ShirleyÊRockelÊandÊDarrellÊThomas 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ ScottÊJonesÊandÊFrankÊReynolds 

WeekÊ5: BobÊRemsburgÊandÊDonÊChaseÊ 

Counters 

Volunteer Schedules 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

2026ÊBUDGET: $465,561 

TOTALÊGIVENÊYTD: $9,523 

NEEDEDÊEACHÊMONTH: $38,797 

TOTALÊFORÊJAN.: $9,523 

NEEDEDÊWEEKLY: $8,953 

TOTALÊFORÊJAN.Ê11: $3,654 

WeekÊ1:Ê C3 

WeekÊ2: Daoust 

WeekÊ3:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ4:ÊÊ (Open) 

WeekÊ5:ÊÊ Tipton 

 

Irminger 

TroopsÊ7ÊandÊ83 

MitchemÊ/ÊCarter 

Whaley/ÊBedsole/ÊGlosson 

TiptonÊ/ÊEarley 

WNF Set-Up  WNF Clean-Up  


