
The Southern Kingdom of Israel 

 

Sunday, May 10 - Isaiah, Prophet to Judah 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
King Uzziah’s death marked the end of an era. His reign had been long and prosperous. Uzziah became king when he was 
16, and he reigned over Judah for 52 years. Then Uzziah died. Under Uzziah’s leadership, God’s people had turned 
away from the promises of God and trusted in the promises of the world around them. God had promised to bless the 
entire world through Abraham’s family, but God’s people were rebellious. Instead of blessing, they set themselves up to 
receive God’s judgment. 
 
But God’s plans and promises were not thwarted. God sent the prophet Isaiah to preach a message of hope. Even 
though God was going to correct His people through judgment, His purpose was one of grace through which God would 
receive glory. God planned to send a Messiah who would bring salvation to the world. 
 
Isaiah 6 opens with Isaiah’s worshiping in the temple. God gave Isaiah a vision. Isaiah saw God sitting on a throne. The 
magnitude of God’s holiness made Isaiah realize the magnitude of his own sin. His response? “Woe is me!” God 
extended His grace to Isaiah. He took away Isaiah’s guilt, and sent him to His people. 
 
Isaiah 53 records the fourth and final Servant song in the Book of Isaiah, describing God’s plan of redemption. We see a 
vision of the promised Messiah, the innocent substitute who would suffer for the sake of sinners. 
 
Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecies of a Suffering Servant. People assumed God had cursed the Suffering Servant for His 
own sins. But no, Jesus was sinless. Isaiah wrote that He was pierced because of our transgressions and crushed 
because of our iniquities. His punishment is what brought our peace. The Suffering Servant died the death we deserve. 
 
This week, remind your kids that God planned all along that Jesus would die on the cross for our sin. Seven hundred 
years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote that this would happen! Jesus is the Servant who 
suffered so that those who trust in Him would be forgiven. When we trust in Jesus, our sins are wiped away and His 
righteousness is credited to us. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 
 

• Babies and Toddlers 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Isaiah saw God on His throne. 
○ God told Isaiah to tell people about the Messiah. 
○ Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 

• Preschool 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Isaiah told about the Messiah. 

• Kids 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. 
○ The prophet Isaiah told about the Messiah. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE - 2 Chronicles 7:14  
 
NEXT WEEK - “Hezekiah and Josiah” (2 Chronicles 29; 34–35) 



Sunday, May 17 – Hezekiah and Josiah 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
After God’s people split into two kingdoms—the kingdom of Israel and the kingdom of Judah—each nation was ruled by 
a series of kings. The Southern Kingdom of Judah was ruled by mostly bad kings (like Ahaz who worshiped idols 
and did not respect God, God’s law, or God’s prophets) and a handful of good kings. Hezekiah and his great-grandson 
Josiah were two notable reformers who had a lasting impact on Judah. 
 
Hezekiah took the throne after evil Ahaz. During Hezekiah’s reign, the kingdom of Israel—which had endured more than 
200 years of bad kings—was captured by Assyria and ultimately destroyed. Hezekiah “did what was right in the LORD’s 
sight just as his ancestor David had done” (2 Chronicles 29:2). He destroyed the places of idol worship and cleansed the 
temple. The Lord was with Hezekiah, and Hezekiah prospered. 
 
Then Hezekiah’s son Manasseh became king. For 55 years, he led the people of Judah away from God, essentially 
reversing the progress Hezekiah had made. Manasseh’s son Amon followed in his father’s evil ways but was assassinated 
by his own servants. The people of Judah made Amon’s son Josiah king when he was just 8 years old. 
 
Unlike his father, Josiah began to seek God. He tore down the altars and idols of false gods, and he initiated the repairing 
of the Lord’s temple. During the temple repair, the discovery of the book of the law of the Lord led Josiah to make a 
covenant to follow God and obey His commands. Those who heard the law vowed to do the same. When Josiah died, he 
was remembered as the greatest king in Judah. (2 Kings 23:25) 
 
As you talk with your kids this week, remind them that Hezekiah and Josiah loved God and wanted to follow His 
commands. They wanted God's people to love God and obey the law too. When Jesus came to earth, He fulfilled 
the law by obeying it perfectly. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

• Babies and Toddlers 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Hezekiah and Josiah loved God. 
○ Judah obeyed God when the king obeyed Him. 
○ Jesus helps His people obey God. 

• Preschool 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Hezekiah and Josiah led the people back to God. 

• Kids 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. 
○ Hezekiah and Josiah led the people back to God. 
 

UNIT KEY PASSAGE - 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
NEXT WEEK - “Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah” (Jeremiah)  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, May 24 – We’re taking a break for Memorial Day Weekend ….Be on the lookout for 
some Family Activities!! 
 
Sunday, May 31 - Jeremiah, Prophet to Judah 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah the priest. He lived in Judah, just north of Jerusalem. At the time God called Jeremiah 
into ministry, Josiah was king of Judah. 
 
As evidenced in the callings of Noah, Abraham, Moses, and others, each time God calls someone, He equips that person 
to do His work. Like Moses, Jeremiah was hesitant: “Oh no, Lord GOD! Look, I don’t know how to speak since I am 
only a youth” (Jeremiah 1:6). God assured Jeremiah: “I will be with you” (Jeremiah 1:8). 
 
God called Jeremiah to be a prophet. The people of Judah had broken the covenant God made with them at Mount 
Sinai. The terms of the covenant are found in Exodus 19. God said through Moses, “If you will carefully listen to me 
and keep my covenant, you will be my own possession out of all the peoples, … and you will be my kingdom of priests 
and my holy nation” (vv. 5-6). God’s people responded, “We will do all that the LORD has spoken” (v. 8). 
 
But Judah was deep in idol worship and other sins. God punished the unfaithfulness of Israel by sending the Northern 
Kingdom into exile. Now God’s judgment was coming for Judah, and Jeremiah’s job was to warn them. 
 
This week, share with your kids that along with the warnings, Jeremiah brought a message of hope. Jeremiah told God’s 
people about a new and better covenant. Jeremiah told about a day when God would forgive sin and change 
people’s hearts. Jesus made these words come true. God forgives our sin through His Son, Jesus. He changes us and 
gives us power through His Spirit to obey His commands. Jesus did not come to get rid of the law. (See Matthew 5:17.) 
Through His sinless life, Jesus fulfilled the demands of the old covenant. When we trust in Jesus, we are credited with His 
righteousness and our changed hearts enable us to want to follow in Christ’s footsteps and obey God as well. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

• Babies and Toddlers 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Jeremiah was a prophet to Judah. 
○ God made a new promise to forgive His people. 
○ God sent Jesus to forgive His people forever. 

• Preschool 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Jeremiah told about a new and better covenant. 

• Kids 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. 
○ Jeremiah told God’s people about a new and better covenant. 
 

UNIT KEY PASSAGE - 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
NEXT WEEK - “Habakkuk the Prophet” (Habakkuk) 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 7 – Habakkuk the Prophet 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
How much time do you spend waiting? Think about it. Waiting for a traffic light to turn green, waiting at the doctor’s 
office, waiting at the drive-thru, waiting for a phone call, waiting for a birthday, waiting on someone else. 
 
The fact is, we spend a lot of our time waiting. Why do we wait? We know something is coming. A major factor in 
waiting is faith—“the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen” (Heb. 11:1). This is precisely what the 
prophet Habakkuk addressed. Habakkuk was a contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah, living in Judah shortly before it 
was taken into captivity. He found himself in a period of waiting, first for judgment and then for revival. 
 
All around him, people were oppressed and violence escalated. The Book of Habakkuk records the prophet’s dialogue 
with the Lord. “How long, Lord, must I call for help?” Habakkuk asked. “Why do You tolerate wrongdoing?” 
 
God answered. He was going to raise up the Babylonians, and they would hold captive the people of Judah. 
 
Habakkuk prayed again. Judah deserved to be punished, but the Babylonians were even more wicked than Judah; how 
could God, in essence, bless them? God answered. The Babylonian captivity would not last forever. After some time, 
God was going to rescue His people and punish the Babylonians. 
 
As you talk with your kids about the Bible story this week, remind them that God’s people waited to be delivered from 
captivity, and those who are in Christ are waiting for the fulfillment of Christ’s return. Habakkuk lived at a time when 
evil seemed to be everywhere. By faith, he trusted God's promise that God would deliver His people. Injustice, 
violence, and wickedness surround us today, but we can live by faith and trust that Jesus will return to make all things 
right. Until then, we live by faith. (See Heb. 10:35-38.) We can trust that God is sovereign over the future, so “though the 
fig tree does not bud and there is no fruit on the vines … yet I will celebrate in the LORD; I will rejoice in the God of my 
salvation!” (Habakkuk 3:17-18). 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

• Babies and Toddlers 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Habakkuk asked God why bad things were happening. 
○ Habakkuk trusted God’s plan for Judah. 
○ We can trust God when bad things happen. 

• Preschool 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Habakkuk learned to trust in God. 

• Kids 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to 
save sinners. 
○ Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in God. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE – 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
NEXT WEEK - “Judah Taken Captive” (2 Chronicles 36) 



 
 

Sunday, June 14 – Judah Taken Captive 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Warnings had come from the prophets for decades. God patiently waited for His people to turn from their sin. The 
Northern Kingdom of Israel had fallen to Assyria, and the prophet Jeremiah spared few details when he warned Judah 
what would happen if they did not turn from their evil ways. (See Jeremiah 25:1-14.) 
 
But the people of Judah did not change their ways. The kingdom had been declining for years, despite King Hezekiah’s—
and later, Josiah’s—efforts to prompt nationwide repentance. When King Josiah died, the people went back to 
their old ways, worshiping idols and disobeying the Lord. 
 
The time of judgment had come. God used Nebuchadnezzar—the king of Babylon—to deport the people from Judah to 
Babylon where they would live in exile for 70 years. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah when Jehoiakim was king. He put Jehoiakim in chains and took him to Babylon. 
Jehoiachin became king, and Nebuchadnezzar came back for him too. Many of the people in Judah were taken, along 
with treasures from the Lord’s temple. Nebuchadnezzar put Zedekiah on the throne in Jerusalem. 
 
The people of Judah were unfaithful to God. Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and God poured out His wrath 
on Judah. Nebuchadnezzar showed no mercy to the people of Jerusalem. The Babylonians set fire to the Lord’s temple 
and the king’s palace. They destroyed the wall around Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s armies carried most of the people 
away to Babylon as prisoners; only poor farmers were allowed to stay and work the land. The people were held captive 
in Babylon, serving the king for 70 years. 
 
As you share with your kids this week, let them know that God was right to punish His people for their sin, but He kept 
His promise to provide a king through David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our sin through His Son, Jesus, and 
made Him our King forever. The prophet Jeremiah told what would happen next: “The days are coming … when I will 
restore the fortunes of my people Israel and Judah” (Jer. 30:3). God was going to save His people from captivity and 
raise up a new King—a forever King—from the line of David. (See Jeremiah 30:9.) 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

• Babies and Toddlers 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ The last kings of Judah did not obey God. 
○ The king of Babylon took away the people of Judah. 
○ Jesus is the perfect King who obeyed God. 

• Preschool 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. 
○ Judah did not listen to God’s warning. 

• Kids 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. 
○ Judah ignored God’s prophets and was captured. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE - 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
NEXT WEEK - “Ezekiel Gave Hope” (Ezekiel 37) 



 
 

Sunday, June 21 – Ezekiel Gave Hope 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Ezekiel had a tough job: ministering to people who had rejected God and suffered the consequences. The exiled people 
of Judah were eager to blame God for their circumstances. “It’s not fair!” they argued. (See Ezekiel 18:25.) 
 
Ezekiel told the people that they were at fault for their exile; their faithlessness had provoked God’s wrath. The people 
were getting what they deserved. “I take no pleasure in anyone’s death,” God said. “So repent and live!” (Ezekiel 18:32). 
 
God gave Ezekiel a vision. In this vision, God showed Ezekiel a valley of dry bones. The bones represented Israel. Ezekiel 
prophesied that God would put tendons, flesh, and skin on the bones. He would put breath in them so they would come 
to life. 
 
Ezekiel encouraged the exiles. Apart from God, they were dead. But God was offering them life. He would restore their 
future. “My dwelling place will be with them,” God said. “I will be their God, and they will be my people” (Ezekiel 37:27). 
 
We too are dead in our sin. (Ephesians 2:1) Sin separates us from God because He is holy. We are apart from God’s 
presence. But God does not delight in our death. He is patient and wants us to repent and live! 
 
This week, help your kids see that apart from Jesus, we are like the dry bones Ezekiel saw. God showed Ezekiel His 
power to make dead people alive. We see God’s power at the cross. Jesus died to save sinners. God raised 
Jesus from the dead, and He gives us eternal life. Hundreds of years after Ezekiel died, God’s presence came to His 
people through Jesus Christ, Immanuel—meaning, “God with us.” Jesus is the source of life; He offers us living 
water. (John 4:10,14) If we do not drink of it, we will be like the dry bones. No life will be in us. 
 
Jesus changes that. He brings life to the spiritually dead. God saves us by grace, making us alive with Christ through the 
Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 2:4-5) 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

• Babies and Toddlers 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ God showed Ezekiel some dry bones. 
○ God promised to bring His people back to their land. 
○ God gives us hope through Jesus. 

• Preschool 
○ God planned to send Jesus. 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. 
○ God planned to bring His people home. 

• Kids 
○ How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. 
○ God planned to bring His people home and give them new life. 
 

UNIT KEY PASSAGE - 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
NEXT WEEK - “The Fiery Furnace” (Daniel 3) 
 


