
Wandering in the Wilderness 

 

July 28 – Joshua and Caleb 
 
Your kids have been learning about the Israelites—former slaves in Egypt—as they moved toward the promised land. 
Before God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt, He promised to bring the Israelites back to the land He had given 
to Abraham so many years before. (Ex. 3:8) From Egypt, the Israelites crossed the Red Sea and traveled toward Mount 
Sinai. When they were hungry and thirsty, God provided food and water. (See Ex. 16–17.) Israel spent one year at Mount 
Sinai, where Moses received God’s law, including the Ten Commandments. 
 
Time and again, the Israelites rebelled against God, Moses interceded, and God pardoned the people. When Israel 
arrived at the edge of the promised land, God instructed Moses to send scouts into the land. Moses sent out a leader 
from each tribe. Twelve men, including Joshua and Caleb, traveled through the promised land of Canaan for 40 days. 
They returned with fruit—grapes, pomegranates, and figs—and gave a report on the land. The scouts described the 
land’s abundance, as “flowing with milk and honey.” They gave an account of the people, various tribes who were 
physically strong and whose cities were fortified. Caleb’s immediate imperative —“Let’s go up now!”—was met with 
resistance by most of the group. Assessing their own strength against the strength of the inhabitants, they concluded 
that to move forward would mean certain defeat. The Israelites complained: “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or 
if only we had died in this wilderness!” Joshua and Caleb tried to persuade the people of God’s presence and protection, 
but the people would not trust God. So God gave them what they thought was better. He sent them into the wilderness 
to wander for 40 years. They would die there. Only Joshua, Caleb, and the Israelites’ children would enter the 
promised land. 
 
Help your kids contemplate the punishment Israel faced for their rebellion. The Israelites rebelled against God because 
they did not trust Him. Jesus trusted God perfectly. He took the punishment we deserve for our sin, or rebellion 
against God. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and gives us eternal life. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

 Babies and Toddlers 
○ We can trust God. 

○ Twelve men went to look at the promised land. 
○ Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the land. 
○ God forgives us when we trust in Jesus. 

Preschool 
○ We can trust God. 

○ What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His commands. 
○ Joshua and Caleb trusted God. 

Kids 
○ What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way that goes against God and His 
commands. 
○ Joshua and Caleb trusted God to give His people the promised land. 
 

UNIT KEY PASSAGE 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (Proverbs 3:5 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers) 
 

NEXT WEEK 
“The Bronze Snake” (Numbers 20–21) 
 
 
 



 

August 4 – The Bronze Snake 
 

Last week, kids learned that the Israelites believed the discouraging report of the land of Canaan instead of Joshua and 
Caleb’s good report. As a result, God punished the Israelites for their lack of faith. The Israelites had been wandering in 
the wilderness when they complained to Moses and to God. God had done some pretty amazing things for the 
Israelites—He rescued them from the hand of Pharaoh, He parted the Red Sea so they could safely cross, and He 
provided manna for them to eat. But to the Israelites, this wasn’t enough. 
 
God disciplined them because He knew their dissatisfaction was a sign of a bigger issue: a heart problem, a sin problem. 
They stopped believing that God is good. In their hearts, the Israelites believed the same lie that rattled Eve in the 
garden. Maybe God isn’t interested in giving us what is best. Maybe He is holding out on us. 
 
God sent venomous snakes that bit the people and killed many of them. The Israelites repented. They wanted Moses to 
ask God to take away the snakes. 
 
God provided a solution. He told Moses, “Make a snake image out of bronze and mount it on a pole. When anyone who 
is bitten looks at it, he will recover.” In John 3:14, Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the 
Son of Man must be lifted up.” What was Jesus talking about? Second Corinthians 5:21 says, “He made the One who did 
not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” So Jesus invites us, “Turn to 
Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth. For I am God, and there is no other” (Isa. 45:22). 
 
As you talk to your kids this week, help them understand that the Israelites faced a huge problem because of their sin. 
God sent snakes to punish Israel, but anyone who was bitten could look at the bronze snake on the pole and live. 
Because of our sin, we face a huge problem: we are separated from God. We deserve to die, but anyone who looks to 
Jesus on the cross and trusts in Him will live forever with God. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

Babies and Toddlers 
○ We can trust God. 

○ God did not leave His people when they complained. 
○ God healed His people. 
○ God sent Jesus because He loves us. 

Preschool 
○ We can trust God. 

○ What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His commands. 
○ God told His people to look at the bronze snake. 

Kids 
○ What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way that goes against God and His 
commands. 
○ God told His people to look at the bronze snake to be healed. 
 

UNIT KEY PASSAGE 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (Proverbs 3:5 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers) 
 
NEXT WEEK 
“Balaam and Balak” (Numbers 22–24) 
 
 



 
 
 

August 11 – Balaam and Balak 
 
God’s people, the Israelites, were in the wilderness. They had arrived at the promised land decades earlier, but the 
people had rebelled—refusing to trust God to give them the land. They believed it would be better to die in the 
wilderness than follow God (Num. 14:2), so God sent them into the wilderness for 40 years (vv. 28-29). In time, all of the 
adults died except for Joshua, Caleb, and Moses. The children grew up and more children were born. The Israelites 
disobeyed God time and again, but God still provided for them. He planned to keep His promise to give Israel the 
promised land. 
 
As the Israelites traveled, God gave them victory over attacking armies like the Canaanites and Amorites. Not 
surprisingly, when Israel set up camp in the plains of Moab, on the east side of the Jordan River, Balak—the king of 
Moab—was terrified. The king knew he could not defeat the Israelites on his own, so he called on Balaam, a 
pagan prophet, to put a curse on them. 
 
Though Balaam did not follow God, he knew of God and God spoke to him. God told Balaam, “You are not to curse this 
people, for they are blessed.” God’s plan all along was to bless humanity (Gen. 1:28), specifically through the nation of 
Israel (Gen. 12:3). So each time Balaam spoke over Israel, God did not allow him to curse the Israelites. Instead, Balaam 
spoke in four clear messages, insisting that God would bless the Israelites. 
 
One of the ways God would bless the Israelites is found in Numbers 24:17: “A star will come from Jacob, and a scepter 
will arise from Israel.” Balaam told of a powerful future king who would be victorious over his enemies. This prophecy 
referred to and was ultimately fulfilled by Jesus. 
 
Teach your kids that God protects His people. His promises are sure. Balaam could not curse God’s people. God had 
blessed the Israelites, so Balaam blessed them too. Fourteen hundred years after Balaam announced God’s promise, 
Jesus was born. God sent Jesus to bless the whole world by rescuing people from sin. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

Babies and Toddlers 
○ We can trust God. 

○ Balak wanted Balaam to speak against Israel. 
○ Balaam could only bless God’s people. 
○ Balaam said that God would send His people a king. 

Preschool 
○ We can trust God. 

○ What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His commands. 
○ Balaam blessed God’s people. 

Kids 
○ What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way that goes against God and His 
commands. 
○ God commanded Balaam to bless His people. 
 

UNIT KEY PASSAGE 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (Proverbs 3:5 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers) 
 
NEXT WEEK 
“Moses' Farewell” (Deuteronomy 31–34) 



 
 
 

August 18 – Moses’ Farewell 
 
Decades had passed since God used Moses to rescue the Israelites from slavery and lead them toward the promised 
land. The Israelites had not trusted God then and had refused to enter the land. 
 
After 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, the Israelites were once again at the edge of the promised land. But this 
time, it was a whole new generation of Israelites—many of whom had not even been born when the people left Egypt 
and came to this land the first time. Their leader, Moses, was 120 years old. 
 
Moses wrote the Book of Deuteronomy to tell the people all that God had done for them and to repeat the laws and 
instructions that God had given His people. At the end of the book, God told Moses that Moses would soon die, never 
setting foot in the promised land because of his disobedience. (See Num. 20:12.) Instead, God chose Joshua to lead 
Israel into the land. 
 
God also revealed to Moses that even though Israel had just endured 40 years of punishment for not trusting Him, the 
people would abandon God again. Having the laws written out would not be enough to keep the Israelites from breaking 
their covenant with God. Moses emphasized that obedience would lead to blessing and life, but disobedience would 
lead to curses—namely, exile from the land. 
 
Moses went up to a mountain where he could see the land that God had promised to give to the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then Moses died there. Emphasize to your children that Moses wasn’t perfect, but Moses 
was a good leader for God’s people. No other prophet in Israel was like Moses—until Jesus came. The Bible says Jesus 
deserves more glory than Moses. Jesus is our perfect leader. He died and was raised so that Moses and every believer 
in all of time can enter the promised land of God’s kingdom. 
 
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card for ways to interact with the Bible content this week. 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS 

Babies and Toddlers 
○ We can trust God. 

○ Moses led God’s people to the promised land. 
○ Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God. 
○ God promised to be with His people. 

Preschool 
○ We can trust God. 

○ What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His commands. 
○ Moses reminded the people of God’s promise. 

Kids 
○ What does it mean to sin? To sin is to think, speak, or behave in any way that goes against God and His 
commands. 
○ Moses reminded the people to keep God’s covenant. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (Proverbs 3:5 for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers) 
 
NEXT WEEK 
“Crossing the Jordan” (Joshua 1–4) 


