
 

 
 

 
 

 

May, 2021 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

We move on to Jesus the Teacher where we learn that Jesus preached to 

many people so they could learn about God. Jesus taught how believers 

should live, and He told parables about the kingdom of God.  He showed 

that God wants His people to be saved from sin. 

 

As we continue to travel through Jesus’ ministry, the following Parent 

Resources will help you know what we are teaching.  We aim to give helps 

for reinforcing God’s word in the home with suggested family activities, 

questions, and a key memory verse. Please use what will work for your 

family. 

 

Sunday, May 30th is Family Sunday which means there will be no classes 

(the nursery will be open but not staffed).  We will be providing 

parents/guardians with lesson bags for teaching the Sermon on the Mount 

in your home.   

 

Please feel free to reach out to myself, Nora Hoglund, or any of our 

teachers with any questions or suggestions. 

 

        Warmly in Christ, 

        Judi Hefenieder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Cost of Following Jesus – May 16 

Matthew 8; 16; Luke 9; 14 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

The benefits of following Jesus are wonderful: justification from sin, lifelong 

sanctification, and adoption into the family of God. But following Jesus also comes at a 

price. People had waited so long for the promised Messiah to come into the world, so 

many were eager to follow Him. Yet as Jesus taught, He urged people to consider the 

cost of being His disciple. 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus explained to one disciple that following Him might 

involve giving up worldly comforts. He told another disciple that following Him should be 

higher priority than anything else—even one’s commitment to his parents. (See Matt. 

8:18-22.) In Matthew 16 and Luke 9, Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone wants to follow 

after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” 

 

Jesus shared two examples in Luke 14 of people who must count the cost of doing 

something. If a person is building a tower, he must first calculate the cost. If he begins 

the project and is unable to complete it, onlookers will ridicule him. In a similar way, a 

king counts the cost of going to war before sending out his army. If he is not able to 

oppose the enemy, he doesn’t foolishly send out a small group to fight a larger group. 

Instead, he seeks peace. 

 

Many who wanted to follow Jesus changed their minds. Jesus even asked the twelve 

disciples if they wanted to turn away as well. Peter answered, “Lord, to whom will we 

go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). 

 

Jesus taught that following Him is not easy. It requires commitment and sacrifice. 
When we trust in Jesus, we give Him complete control of our lives. True life is 
found in Jesus, who gave up His life to rescue us from sin and death. He is worth 
it. 

 

Paul acknowledged the difficulty of following Jesus in 2 Corinthians 4 but kept his eyes 

on eternity: “For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely 

incomparable eternal weight of glory” (v. 17). As you share with your kids, emphasize 

that following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it. 

 

 



 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s 
○ Many people wanted to follow Jesus. 
○ Jesus told people they must love Him most of all to follow Him. 
○ People who follow Jesus will have life with Him forever. 
○ Following Jesus means letting Him be in charge. 
○ Jesus taught about God. 

● Family Activity:  
Write the name JESUS in large letters on construction paper. 
Provide heart stickers for child to stick to their paper. (Older toddlers 
may be able to trace Jesus’ name with the stickers.) 
 
Share with your child that Jesus taught about God. Jesus told people 
they must love Him most of all to follow Him. Following Jesus means 
knowing He is in charge. 

● Preschool 
○ Jesus taught that following Him is not easy. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. 
● Family Activity: 
Build a tower as a family.  Read Luke 14:28-30.  Talk about what it 
means to count the cost. 
 
Share with your kids something that you have given up to follow 
Jesus. Talk about how Jesus has shown you He is worth it. 

● Kids 
○ Following Jesus is not easy, but He is worth it. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is about Him. 
● Family Activity: 
Set a goal with your kids, such as walking a 5k. Help them work 
toward the goal with you, and discuss how succeeding is worth the 
difficulties of training.  Tie this to the idea of following Jesus. 
 
Share about a time you did something hard because you knew it was 
worth it.  How is Jesus better than anything the world offers? 

 
 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

 

Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s  

The Holy Spirit …. will teach you all things. John 14:26 

 

Preschool 

The Holy Spirit … will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have 

said to you.”  John 14:26 

 

Kids 

These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 

your remembrance all that I have said to you.  John 14:25-26 

 



Jesus Taught About Prayer – May 23 

Luke 11; 18 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

Prayer is personal communication with God. Many people aren’t sure how to pray or feel 

uncomfortable praying. To pray effectively, then, we must be taught how to pray. This is 

why Jesus’ disciples asked Him to teach them to pray.  

 

Jesus began with the Lord’s Prayer, not to establish the words we should use but to 

show how we should pray and what we should pray about. Through prayer, we 

demonstrate our dependence on and faith in the Lord. We should approach God as a 

Father and pray for His kingdom first and then for ourselves and others. 

 

Then Jesus told a story about a man who went to his friend in the middle of the night to 

ask for food for a visitor. The friend did not want to be bothered but because the man did 

not give up, the friend finally gave him what he needed. God is not a sleepy neighbor. If 

a grumpy friend will reward persistence, how much more so will God! He cares about His 

children and is happy to give us what we need when we ask. 

 

In a similar way, a human father who loves his child would not give him a snake if he 

asked for a fish. Will God give us everything we ask for? No, but when we are persistent 

with our prayers, we can trust Him to answer according to His glory and our good. 

 

Jesus used another parable in Luke 18: A judge was unwilling to grant a widow’s plea for 

justice, but the woman did not give up. So the judge gave her justice. We should not give 

up praying if we have not received an answer from God. God is not like a wicked judge. 

When we pray consistently, God will give us justice and He will act quickly. 

 

Jesus taught us to pray. Because of Jesus, we can pray to the Father and ask for 
what we need. We can trust that God is good and loving, and we can count on Him 
to do what is right. 

 

 

 



 

FAMILY STARTING POINTS  
● Babies and Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s 

○ Jesus taught His disciples how to pray. 
○ Prayer is talking to God. 
○ God wants us to ask Him for what we need. 
○ Because of Jesus, we can talk to God. 
○ Jesus taught about God. 

● Family Activity:  
Write simple prayers on craft sticks. Write thank-you prayers in blue, 
praise prayers in red, and need/want prayers in purple. Provide 
matching plastic cups. Help your child sort the craft sticks by color, 
reading the prayers.  
 
Explain that Jesus taught about God. Prayer is talking to God to give 
Him praise, thank Him, and tell Him what we want or need. 
 

● Preschool 
○ Jesus taught people how to pray. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. 
● Family Activity:  
Memorize the Lord’s Prayer as a family. 
This week when your child asks you something over and over, remind 
him that while you may grow weary of his requests, God never does.  
Urge him to pray in that way and do likewise yourself. 
 
What is easy about prayer?  What is hard? 

 
● Kids 

○ Jesus taught people how to pray. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is about Him. 
● Family Activity:  
Invite your kids to have a special night where they are allowed to stay 
up very late.  Lead them in prayer in the middle of the night. 
 
Can you think of a time when God answered a prayer in an 
unexpected way? 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

 

Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s  

The Holy Spirit …. will teach you all things. John 14:26 

 

Preschool 

The Holy Spirit … will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have 

said to you.”  John 14:26 

 

Kids 

These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 

your remembrance all that I have said to you.  John 14:25-26 



The Sermon on the Mount – May 30 – Family Sunday 
Matthew 5 - 7 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

One of Jesus’ most well-known teachings is the Sermon on the Mount. On that day, 

crowds of people had come to hear Jesus. Jesus went up on a mountain in Galilee, sat 

down, and began to teach. 
 

Jesus’ sermon is recorded across three chapters in the Gospel of Matthew, 5–7, and it 

tells how believers should live. While Matthew 5:1-2 specifies that Jesus taught His 

disciples, Matthew 7:28 reveals that the crowds listened to His sermon as well. 
 

First, Jesus began with the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes describe God’s great blessings 

for believers. God’s kingdom belongs to the spiritually needy, God will comfort those who 

are sad, and God will give mercy to those who show mercy to others. Jesus gives 

believers reason to be glad when life on earth is hard because great rewards await in 

heaven. 
 

Jesus also taught how believers should live in a world that does not honor Him. Jesus 

called believers “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matt. 5:13-14). He said 

the good works of His followers should cause others to give glory to God. 
 

God’s people had the law of Moses, but some of them—the Pharisees, in particular—

were concerned mostly with the appearance of being righteous. They tried hard to look 

righteous on the outside, but it was all an act. Jesus warned against hypocrites, people 

who pretend to be something they’re not. When a person knows and loves Jesus, he or 

she has a changed heart that wants to honor Jesus. 
 

Jesus taught people what it means to follow Him. He taught how people should 
live, how they should treat one another, and how to love God. People who trust in 
Jesus live to honor God and show what His kingdom is like. 

 

As you talk with your kids, emphasize that this moral teaching was not a list of 

requirements for being accepted by God. Rather, Jesus described what a person’s life 

looks like when that person follows God and lives to honor Him. God’s standards remind 

us that we rely on His grace through the gift of salvation in His Son. 

 

 

 



 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s 
○ Jesus taught about God’s kingdom. 
○ Jesus said believers are blessed even when bad things happen. 
○ Jesus’ followers show other people what God is like. 
○ People who trust in Jesus live like Him. 
○ Jesus taught about God. 

● Family Activity:  
Draw a (simple) candle on a piece of paper.  Dip child’s 
hand in washable yellow or orange paint. Help her press her hand 
above the candle. Wipe her hand immediately. Set aside the art to 
dry. 
Explain that Jesus taught about God. Jesus said we are lights in a 
dark world. Jesus’ followers show other people what God is like. 

 
● Preschool 

○ Jesus taught people about God’s kingdom. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. 
● Family Activity:  
Read Mathew 5:3-10 as a family from several different versions of the 
Bible.  Put some of it in your own words to help understanding. 
Talk about ways people live and why your family lives in a certain 
way.  Examples include going to church or putting others first. 

 
● Kids 

○ Jesus taught people how to live in God’s kingdom. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is about Him. 
● Family Activity:  
Take a day trip to a nearby foothill where your family can hike to the 
top.  As you hike, discuss the importance of obeying God and how the 
Holy Spirit helps us to love Him through obedience. 
 
What makes God’s kingdom so different from earthly kingdoms? ‘ 
Where does sin start in our lives? 

 
 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 
 
Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s  

The Holy Spirit …. will teach you all things. John 14:26 

 

Preschool 

The Holy Spirit … will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have 

said to you.”  John 14:26 

 

Kids 

These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 

your remembrance all that I have said to you.  John 14:25-26 

 
 



Jesus Taught About Possessions – June 6 
Luke 12 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

A very large crowd—thousands of people (Luke 12:1)—had gathered around Jesus as 

He taught His disciples. The people recognized Him as a rabbi (teacher), so it was not 

unusual that someone called out, asking Jesus to settle a financial dispute. But Jesus 

knew the man was motivated by greed, and He told a story. 

 

In Jesus’ parable, a rich man had so many crops that he decided to tear down his barns 

and build bigger ones. That way, he could store everything he had and take it easy. But 

the man was foolish and short-sighted. He didn’t consider he could die that very night. 

The saying is true: “You can’t take it with you.” Rather than storing up treasures for 

ourselves, we should live to glorify God and live generously, using what we have on 

earth to make an eternal impact. 

 

Jesus also addressed worry with His disciples. Jesus’ followers should not be anxious 

about their basic needs. God takes care of the birds and the flowers. People are God’s 

most valuable and beloved creatures; we can trust Him to provide for us! 

 

Jesus contrasted the way the unsaved Gentiles lived with how believers should live. 

Unbelievers seek wealth and possessions as if that was the main goal in life. They act 

like God does not care about their needs. But our focus should not be on ourselves, our 

wealth and our possessions; we should focus on God’s kingdom. We do not need to 

worry. God will provide. He is glad to give us what we need! 

 

God gives us good gifts on earth. We can steward these gifts for His glory. Earthly 

treasures will not last forever. Jesus is our greatest treasure. Jesus left His place in 

heaven to live humbly on earth. Jesus obeyed God to set up His kingdom. We can 

give generously and trust God to provide everything we need. 

 

 

 
 

 



FAMILY STARTING POINTS  
● Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s 

○ Jesus taught about the things we own. 
○ Jesus said to seek God’s kingdom first. 
○ When we treasure Jesus, He gives us what we need. 
○ Jesus is our greatest treasure. 
○ Jesus taught about God. 

● Family Activity:  
You will need a piece of construction paper, paper muffin liners, glue, 
and crayons. Help your child glue muffin cups to their paper. Draw 
simple stems and leaves with a green crayon to make the muffin 
liners into wildflowers.  
Explain that Jesus taught about God. Jesus said not to worry about 
the clothes we wear. God makes the flowers beautiful, and He gives 
us clothes too. When we treasure Jesus, He gives us what we need. 

 

● Preschool 
○ Jesus taught people not to worry. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. 
● Family Activity:  
Visit a wildflower meadow or a flower garden.  Read Luke 12:27-28 as 
you look at the flowers. 
Pick a time frame for family members to evaluate their possessions.  
Donate items to a homeless shelter, clothes closet, or another 
ministry. 
What are some ways we can be more giving as a family? 
How can we make Jesus our greatest treasure? 

 

● Kids 
○ Jesus taught people not to worry because God provides for our needs. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is about Him. 
● Family Activity:  
Help your kids find toys or clothing in good shape.  Donate the items 
to a local charity/clothes closet.  Talk about how Jesus’ generosity 
inspires our own. 
How can we honor God with the things we own? How do you know if 
something is a want or need? What current needs does your family 
have?  Pray and ask God to provide. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

 
Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s  

The Holy Spirit …. will teach you all things. John 14:26 

 

Preschool 

The Holy Spirit … will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have 

said to you.”  John 14:26 

 

Kids 

These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 

your remembrance all that I have said to you.  John 14:25-26 



The Good Shepherd – June 13 
John 10 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Jesus’ teaching caused division among the Jews. They argued about who He was and 

where He had come from. Had He really come from God? Was He crazy or demon-

possessed? In John 10, Jesus taught about Himself by using a comparison that is found 

throughout the Old Testament: the Lord as the Shepherd of His people. 

 

In Bible times, shepherding was a common occupation. Leaders of nations—even non-

Israelite nations—would refer to themselves as shepherds of the people. A good 

shepherd would guide, provide for, and protect his people. Yet Old Testament prophets 

like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel criticized Israel’s leaders for failing to shepherd God’s 

people well. The Israelites were like sheep—helpless and wandering—and they longed 

for a truly good shepherd. 

 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who provides abundant life for His sheep. A shepherd 

would gather his sheep at night and form a pen to keep the sheep in and to keep wild 

animals and thieves out. The shepherd would lay across the opening. Like a shepherd 

provides safety for his sheep, Jesus provides salvation and eternal life. 

 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep. A shepherd protects 

his sheep from wolves and other wild animals, even at risk to his own life. Jesus gave up 

His life on the cross to rescue sinners from sin and death. 

 

Finally, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep. Even when two or more 

flocks gathered in a pen, a shepherd could call for his sheep and they would respond to 

the sound of his voice. Jesus knows His sheep personally.  

 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, came to do His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and rise 

again so that we might be saved. We can live sacrificially as we point others to the 

sacrifice Jesus made for us. 

 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. God sent Him to rescue sinners. Jesus laid down His 
life for His sheep so they could have forgiveness and eternal life. When we trust in 
Jesus, we are His sheep who listen to, follow, and obey Him. 

 

 



FAMILY STARTING POINTS  
● Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s 

○ Jesus said that He is the Good Shepherd. 
○ Jesus knows His followers, and they know Him. 
○ Jesus gave up His life to rescue His people from sin. 
○ Those who love Jesus listen to Him and obey Him. 
○ Jesus taught about God. 

● Family Activity: 
Scatter cotton balls throughout a room. When you say go, encourage 
your child to gather the sheep and lead them back to their pen (a 
basket). Play several rounds. 
Explain that Jesus taught about God and His kingdom. Some people 
were confused about who Jesus is. Jesus said that He is the Good 
Shepherd. Sheep do not follow just anybody who calls them. They 
follow their shepherd! Jesus knows His followers, and they know Him. 

 
● Preschool 

○ Jesus is the Good Shepherd. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. 
● Family Activity:  
Research fun facts about sheep and shepherds as a family.  If 
possible, arrange to see sheep in person.  Talk about how we are like 
sheep and Jesus in our Good Shepherd. 
Join friends and play a game where family members close their eyes 
and must guess who is talking.  Talk about how Jesus said His sheep 
know His voice. 

 
● Kids 

○ Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His people. 
○ What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God 

and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is about Him. 
● Family Activity:  
Take your family to a petting zoo.  Spend time talking to your kids 
about sheep and point out the features of the petting zoo – caretakers 
and gates and fences – that keep the animals safe.  Discuss Jesus’ 
role as the Good Shepherd. 
Do you go your own way or follow Jesus?  Why? 
How have you seen or experienced Jesus’ care for your family? 

 
 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

 

Babies & Toddlers/Young 2’s & 3’s  

The Holy Spirit …. will teach you all things. John 14:26 

 

Preschool 

The Holy Spirit … will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have 

said to you.”  John 14:26 

 

Kids 

These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 

your remembrance all that I have said to you.  John 14:25-26 


