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1 Thessalonians 2:19—3:2 (ESV)1 
2:19 For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it 
not you? 20 For you are our glory and joy. 
 3:1 Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens 
alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to 
establish and exhort you in your faith, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 All Scripture quotations are from The ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV Text Edition: 2016. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. 
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2 Timothy 1:2-7 
2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you 
constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may 
be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6 For this 
reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of 
my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Thinking and Approach 
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The Great Commission 
Matthew 28:18-20 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
What does Jesus say about himself in these verses and how does what he says about himself 
impact our understanding of the Great Commission? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Make disciples” is the main command. What does this mean? How is it to be 
accomplished? 
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Other Relevant Passages 
What do the following passages add to our understanding of The Great Commission? 
 

Luke 24:44-49 
 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus 
it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of 
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 1:14-20 
 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.” 
 16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon 
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I 
will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were 
in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 10:1-3 
 10:1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by 
two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. 2 And he said to them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the 
midst of wolves. 
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Mark 8:34-38 
 34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For 
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give 
in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 1:6-11 
 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 
two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
 15:1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 
in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 
to you—unless you believed in vain. 
 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to 
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 
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“Together” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does “Doing the Great Commission Together” actually look like, and what are its 
benefits? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing and Prayer 
Each man share: 
1. What one or two things did you learn or were reminded of today that were especially 

impactful? 
 
 
 
 
2. What action steps are you going to take as a result? 
 
 
 
 
3. What obstacles do you envision? 
 
 
 
 
4. Pray for each other. 
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Closing Instructions and Hymn 
 
 
 
 
O Church Arise 
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 
CCLI Song # 4611992, © 2005 Thankyou Music. 
Used with permission, CCLI License No. 124648. 
 

O church arise and put your armour on 
Hear the call of Christ our Captain 
For now the weak can say that they are strong 
In the strength that God has given 
With shield of faith and belt of truth 
We’ll stand against the devil’s lies 
An army bold whose battle cry is Love 
Reaching out to those in darkness 
 
Our call to war to love the captive soul 
But to rage against the captor 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole 
We will fight with faith and valour 
When faced with trials on every side 
We know the outcome is secure 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died 
An inheritance of nations 
 
Come see the cross where love and mercy meet 
As the Son of God is stricken 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet 
For the Conqueror has risen 
And as the stone is rolled away 
And Christ emerges from the grave 
This victory march continues till the day 
Every eye and heart shall see Him 
 
So Spirit come put strength in every stride 
Give grace for every hurdle 
That we may run with faith to win the prize 
Of a servant good and faithful 
As saints of old still line the way 
Retelling triumphs of His grace 
We hear their calls and hunger for the day 
When with Christ we stand in glory 
 
 
 


