
From Our Pastor 
 

My beloved church family, 

I shared with you one Sunday, not too long ago, the fact that it has been 
taking a full 6.5 seconds for our old remote control to turn on our 
TV!  Worse yet, it would often never get around to changing the channel 
at all when requested, no matter how long I waited - especially if there 
was a 1, a 4, a 7, or an 8 involved.  Or if the wind was blowing a tiny 

bit.  Or if it was Tuesday.   

Things finally got so unwieldy on Tuesday that I called the customer service dept of our satellite 
company to ask for a new one.  After hearing my diagnosis of our remote (out of) control, the 
empathetic rep said that she'd send us a brand new one...free of charge!   

She followed that lofty promise by stating that a second remote could be forthcoming for the 
asking.  So I asked.  To which she replied that we were entitled to 4 brand new remote 
controls  FOUR!  "Would you like 4 brand new remote controls, Mr. Kieffer?". 

I thought about it for 4 seconds (one second for each new remote seemed both reasonable and 
responsible), but concluded that since we have only 2 TVs, we really wouldn't need 4 
remotes.  "How about 3?", I asked, recognizing that I wouldn't wanna have to go through all of 
this again if/when the remote for the other TV finally loses its luster.  

"Good idea!", she said.  "I'll add that to your order.  OK?" 

"OK?", I asked myself rhetorically.  "This is too good to be true!".   

Which, of course, it turned out to be, evidenced by her next startling statement to me.  "Mr. 
Kieffer, just to confirm your order, we will send you, free of charge, 2 new remote controls!".   

"Thank you, ma'am, but we just agreed on 3.  Could you please send me the 3 that you just 
offered?" 

"Of course, Mr. Kieffer." she assured me understandingly.  "I'll send you 2 right away."   

This idiocy went back and forth until I finally (read: futilely) relented: "Yes, please send me just 2 
remote controls right away.  Thank you."   

After we hung up, I couldn't help but think of Mick Jagger of the Rolling Stones, and Jesus Christ 
of the Gospels - both of whom were famous for singing/saying, "You can't always get what you 
want - but you get what you need."  Hmmm. 

Despite the many trials and tribulations, dents and dings, speed bumps and setbacks that I have 
endured along life's journey, God has always given me all that I have truly needed - grace and 
hope, love and mercy.     

This Sunday, immediately following my presentation of "Hymns for a Divided Country", we will 
celebrate communion together - through which God will give us not all that we want but all that 
we need - grace and hope, love and mercy.    

I hope and pray that there's more than a "remote" possibility that you'll join us  (at 9:30 on a 
holiday weekend) for this wondrous and miraculous celebration!  
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Coming soon to our sanctuary . . . 

Hymnody Sunday 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

Communion 

Sermon: “Hymns for a 

Divided Nation” 

9:30 a.m. 

Starting this Sunday! 

Summer Worship 

STARTS AT  

9:30 a.m.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Thursday, 7-9 p.m. 

No experience req. 

Come for the knitting, 

stay for the fellowship. 

Livestream of Worship 

Every Sunday  

@ 9:30 a.m. 

On our website 

www.cheshireumc.com 
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Heartfelt Congratulations To . . . 

Congratulations to Christianne A.E. (Glenn-Long) and Michael Smith who 
were married on June 24, 2022.   
 
Proud parents of the bride are Deb Glenn-Long and Jim Long.   

 
 
 

Summer Worship Schedule Change—Don’t Be Late!! 

Beginning this Sunday and running through Labor Day, worship 
 will begin at 9:30 a.m.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Let’s Make Summer Music! 

The end of June marks the end of the “Choir Season”.  All of us in Choir    

enjoy bringing the ministry of music to the CUMC congregation. We truly \     

feel blessed that OUR church appreciates and responds to our  

contributions each week. Thank you! 
 

The summer allows opportunities to individuals, small groups, families, instrumentalists—in other 

words, ANYONE, to add to this ministry, without the commitment of rehearsal every week.  If a 

student is working to learn an instrument, or furthering his/her love of singing with additional 

voice study, we would love to hear from you!  I can accompany, if needed.  

Please think about what you can contribute to summer music, and let me know a Sunday that 

works for you.  The calendar is wide open now—first come, first served! 
 

July 3 — Bells                                                    August 7                      

July 10                                                               August 14 

July 17                                                               August 21 

July 24                                                               August 28 

July 31                                                               September 4 

                                                             Happy Summer.    

                                           ~ Mara 

 

Nursery Provided on Even-Numbered Sundays, July 10th and 24th 

Nursery will be provided on July 10th and 24th  

from 9:30—10:30 a.m.  

 

 

A Note About Our Prayer List  

Starting next week, we will begin a new prayer list.  If there is someone on 

the list that you would like to remain there, please let Ken or the office 

know. 
 

 

Friday Newsletter Update 

For July and August, the office will be sending out the Friday Courier (aka 

the Fri-mail) every other Friday.  There will be a Fri-mail on July 8th and 

then alternating Fridays through Labor Day. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry—July 7th, 7—9 p.m. 

Come to church and join us on the first Thursday of every month for an 
evening of God’s handiwork from 7 - 9 p. m.  Learn to crochet and/ or knit.  
All are welcome and no experience is needed.  Bring your choice of 
knitting needles, crochet hook, or both.  Practice yarn will be available. 
 
 

Something New—July 26 at 11 a.m. 

This is a dedicated time for anyone to meet in a casual coffee/tea time 
atmosphere together for fellowship and fun conversation that is held the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 11 a.m.   We look forward to gathering again. 
 
 

 

Church Council Meets August 9 

Church Council’s next meeting will be Tuesday, August 9th at 7:30 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome at our Council meetings.  Click here to read 

the minutes from the June meeting.  
 

 
 

Shopping Online? Support Cheshire UMC, too! 

Support our church while you shop Amazon! Simply shop at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0770198 and AmazonSmile donates to 

Cheshire UMC. You’ll find the exact same shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon donates a portion of 

the purchase price to Cheshire UMC. Our direct link is here.  

 

Want to Celebrate a Special Date? . . . Say it With Flowers! 

Altar flowers offer a beautiful way to remember or honor someone special.  If 

there’s a date you’d like to reserve on the calendar, email the office and let 

Tracy know.  We order through Plumb Farms and a church member picks 

them up.  It couldn’t be easier and it adds so much to the sanctuary.      

 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

Please keep in mind that Fridays are the Pastor’s Sabbath.  Unless it's a 

pastoral emergency, please call the church office (203-272-4626) if you 

are in need of something on Fridays.   Thank you. 
 

Cheshire United Methodist Church 

office@cheshireumc.com 

Pastor Ken Kieffer (203) 699-6322 

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-4626 
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