
From Our Pastor 
 
 

My beloved church family, 

Ordinarily, I would say that pride and humility are polar 
opposites.  After all, how can one be both genuinely proud AND 
genuinely humble?   

But these are extraordinary times, and I will say to you that I am presently feeling both proud and 
humble.   

You see, I learned on Tuesday morning that MY pastor - the UM clergyperson who, over the 
span of 4 decades, had eulogized my grandfather and counseled my mother and confirmed me 
and Karen and married us and baptized our daughter - passed away in Florida hours earlier.  

He was a remarkable pastor who, despite living more than 1,000 miles away, essentially sat in 
the balcony of every sanctuary I've ever preached in on every Sunday, and sat in on every 
confidential counseling session I've ever conducted in my office, and joined me for every home 
and hospital and hospice visit I've ever made. 

On a good day, he'd nod enthusiastically.  On a bad day, well, he'd just look at me with his soulful 
eyes which silently said, "You can do better, Kenny.  You can do better." 

Of all his innumerable clergy colleagues, his family has asked me to lead his funeral service on 
Long Island next week.  I feel like Abraham LIncoln has invited me to deliver the Gettysburg 
address for him, or Maya Angelou has asked me to read her poetry at open mic night.  I feel 
terrificly honored, yet terribly unworthy.  I feel proud yet humbled.   

At this point, I don't know what I'm going to say.  But I DO know what I'm going to do.  I'm going 
to do what I do on those Sundays when my pastor would nod enthusiastically from the balcony 
during my sermons - I will allow God to use me as a vessel to proclaim the good news that Jesus, 
our personal Lord and Savior, is THE Son of God, with whom God is well pleased (Luke 3:15-17, 
21-22). 

This Sunday, I'll be preaching on that particular piece of scripture, noticing how John the Baptist 
walks the fine line between being both humble and proud.  But what really got my attention this 
week was how he differentiates between being "baptized with water" and being "baptized with 
fire".      

With which were YOU baptized?   
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Coming soon to our sanctuary . . . 

Baptism of the Lord 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Sermon: “Higher Fire”   

Our Annual Meeting 

Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.  

Via Zoom Only 

See Link >>>>>>>> 

Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82271955642?
pwd=VU5HQlJBMVl3TCtqcGRW
Zmd5ZFFOQT09  
Mtg ID: 822 7195 5642          
Code: 531441 

Livestream of Worship 

Every Sunday - 10 a.m. 

cheshireumc.com and 

on our Facebook page 
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“7-Coat World” Warmth collection—through Sunday 

In the world most of us live in, we are blessed with MORE than 

enough.  Multiple coats and hats, plenty of blankets, and a warm place to 
lay our head. 

As we consider Pastor Ken's recent message, perhaps we can all take a 
look in our closets to see what we can share with others that aren't as 
fortunate as we are.   

Please consider bringing in a donation of warmth (new or gently 
used): 
Men's, Women's & Children's Coats, Hats, Gloves, Mittens, and 
Scarves  
Warm Clothing- Sweaters, Sweatshirts, Long Sleeve Shirts, Long 
Johns, Sweatpants, Heavy-Weight Pants, Warm Socks, Boots 
Blankets of any Size 

 

Annual Meeting via Zoom -  Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.  

Our annual meeting is this Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.  This will be a Zoom Only 
meeting out of an abundance of caution due to the current increase in Covid 
cases in the community and state. 
 

New officers will be elected and the 2022 budget will be adopted.  All church 
members are invited.   

Click here for the agenda.   
 

Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82271955642?pwd=VU5HQlJBMVl3TCtqcGRWZmd5ZFFOQT09  

 
Meeting ID: 822 7195 5642          Passcode: 531441 

 

Click here to read the minutes from the December meeting of Church Council. 
 

Sunday School on Recess 

Look for an announcement soon as to when Sunday School resumes for our littles! 
 
 
 
 

 

Explorers Group Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Join Zoom Meeting       https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86062851582  

This week we continue with the Gospel according to John 
John 20: Resurrection  

We’re Back! Our Holiday Winter break is over.  We hope you all had a very Joyous Christmas and that 
all of your hopes and dreams are fulfilled in this New Year. We too (two) hope to have greater 
participation in Explorers in this new year and we welcome you all to join us.  

We hope and pray you are doing well. We are happy to host a hybrid Explorers Meeting this Sunday, 
January 9, at 9:00 AM. You are invited to attend in person in Classroom 6 or via Zoom as per the link 
above. Please have your favorite Bible or get one from Classroom A.  Please Note: There is no 
preparation required for an Explorer’s session. Please join us for a little or a lot and do not hesitate to 
join after the scheduled start time.  

We look forward to seeing you and hearing from you this Sunday. 
Peace and love to you all, 
Len & Sergio 
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Make a Joyful Noise—Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

Choir rehearsals have begun again on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  We 
look forward to gathering as the group in Cheshire UMC that loves to 
sing as our contribution to the worship service.  Of course, all former 
choir members are welcome, but we also extend the invitation to those 
who just want to “make a joyful noise”.  See you Wednesday! 
 
 
 

Cheshire Creation Care (CCC) - Together Creating a Sustainable World 

The organization Cheshire Creation Care (CCC), started this past 
summer and currently composed of First Congregational Church, St. 
Paul’s Episcopal and Temple Beth David, is dedicated to protecting the 
environment and creating a sustainable world, with a focus on local 
issues. They are part of a larger umbrella group, Coalition for a 
Sustainable Cheshire (www.sustainablecheshire.org). CCC has invited 
Cheshire UMC to join them as a fourth partner. I am trying to assess how 
much interest there is in our congregation. I attended CCC’s most recent 
meeting and some of the tentative events planned are a children’s event 
in the spring, participating in a town cleanup in April, local hikes and 
sponsoring speakers and public events   If you have an interest in 
participating in Cheshire Creation Care, please let me know.  I am 
especially interested in someone who would attend some of the 
meetings, as I cannot make them all. Hope to hear from you!     
 - Steve Trumbo  stephen.trumbo@uconn.edu 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Our prayer shawl ministry has returned.  Come to church and join us on 

the first Thursday of every month for an evening of God’s handiwork from 

7 - 9 p. m.  Learn to crochet and/ or knit.  All are welcome and no 

experience is needed.  Bring your choice of knitting needles, crochet 

hook, or both.  Practice yarn will be available.   

 

Something New 

This is a dedicated time for anyone to meet in a casual coffee/tea time 
atmosphere together for fellowship and fun conversation that is held the 4th 
Tuesday of the month.   We look forward to gathering again. 

Chris Driscoll, Ginny Ludwig and Marge Jordan, coordinators 

 
 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

Please keep in mind that Fridays are the Pastor’s Sabbath.  Unless it's 

a pastoral emergency, please call the church office (203-272-4626) if 

you are in need of something on Fridays.   Thank you. 
 

Cheshire United Methodist Church 

office@cheshireumc.com 

Pastor Ken Kieffer (203) 699-6322 

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-4626 
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