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From Our Pastor:

This summer, | have spent a lot of time jumping on the trampoline with my children.
| am always surprised by how exciting—and exhausting—it can be. As we bounce
up and down, | am reminded that a trampoline can teach us something about both
gravity and faith.

Every time we jump, gravity pulls us back down. But when our feet meet the tram-
poline, its surface stretches beneath us and sends us upward once again. The downward move-
ment is not the end; it helps prepare us for the next rise.

Life also has its ups and downs. Some days are filled with joy, and our hearts seem to soar. Other
seasons bring disappointment, worry, or sorrow that weigh us down. Faith does not mean that we
will never experience difficult moments. Rather, faith gives us confidence that God is with us
through them and will help us rise again.

Like the trampoline beneath our feet, God’s love provides a strong foundation. When we fall, God’s
grace catches us. When we are weak, God’s strength lifts us. Every challenge can deepen our
trust, strengthen our character, and teach us to rely more fully on Him.

Isaiah 40:31 reminds us, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” Whatever ups and
downs we may face, we can hold on to this promise. Gravity may pull us down, but faith reminds
us that, with God, we do not have to stay down.

Ready to jump again?

Rev. Dr. Steve (Young Dong) Kim
Senior Pastor
Cheshire United Methodist Church
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Our Week at aGlance. ..
August 16 Worship, 10:00 a.m.

August 16 Fellowship Committee, 11:00 a.m.
August 16 Pickleball Meet-up, 4:00 p.m.
August 18 Booklettes, 7:00 p.m.

August 20 Safety Task Force, 7:00 p.m.

Our Church Family Celebrations

19 Andy and Gail DeBoer
21 Paul and Juanita Champagne
21 Henry and Diane Dynia

19 Teagan Jean
20 Wadzanai Chigumira
20 Derrick DeVilbiss

There will be a Fellowship Committee meeting following worship on Sunday, Au-
gust 16th,in the Faithful Thomas Room.

There will be a Pickleball Meet-up today, 8/16, at 4:00 p.m. at Cheshire Park.
Please see Tiffany Russo for more information.

Booklettes:

The Booklettes will be meeting on Tuesday, August 18th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Faith-
ful Thomas Room. They will be discussing My Friends by Frederik Backman.

Safety Task Force:

I The Safety Task Force will be meeting on Thursday, August 20th, at 7:00 p.m. in
'y
%@.&F ﬁ? %’ the Faithful Thomas Room.

Clothesline Fundraiser Update:

Our Clothesline Fundraiser is running now through Labor Day. We have already
_ raised$5,328!! Wow, what a start! How it works: Choose any of the 150 numbered
envelopes (plus children’s decorated envelopes). The number is the minimum dona-
tion placed inside. Please provide your name so we can give you credit for your dona-
tions . Pastor Steve will share weekly updates as we work to “clear the line!” Filling
every envelope would raise $11,325 for our church! What a blessing that would be.




VOL. 9 ISSUE 33 08-16-2026

Back to School Collection—LAST WEEK!:

CUMC will be collecting school supplies for children at Fair haven School and Conte
West Hills in New Haven now through Aug 16th. Please consider making a donation-
see list for most needed items. Leave your items in the collection bin in the narthex. If
you would prefer to make a monetary contribution, you can put cash or a check (made
out to CUMC with note "Back to School" in the offering plate. Cash (or checks made
out to CUMC wi/notation of Back to School) donations should be in no later than Sun,
Aug 9th, so we can shop before school starts. For more details please see Jennifer
Roeder.

Needed Items (**most asked for):
**Good Quality #2 Pencils
**Paper- Loose Leaf, Composition Books, Spiral Notebooks

Also:
Binders/Folders
Backpacks
Markers/Crayons

Staples has deals on school supplies including:

Spiral notebooks- $0.35; Composition notebooks- $0.50; Folders- $0.25; 8-Packs of
Staples pencils- $0.65

THIS IS THE LAST WEEK FOR SUPPLY DONATIONS!

Promise Kids Update:

One of the beautiful ways we worship God is by praising Him with our voices, our tal-
ents, and our whole hearts! Whether we sing, play an instrument, help someone, or
simply share kindness, we can use what God has given us to bring joy to Him and oth-
ers.

This Sunday, some of our Promise Kids string players will share their musical gifts dur-
ing worship. As they play, we celebrate not only their music but also their willingness to
use their talents to glorify God!

As summer adventures continue, we pray that wherever we go, we will keep praising
God and sharing His joy with everyone we meet and greet.

Let everything we do become our praise to God!

NEW Church Website Update Request:

QQQ If any one has pictures of the front (from the road) of our church in winter,
oo spring, and summer, please email to Rhonda: eamused@gmail.com. Thank you.

UPDATE.

Lector sign-ups:

Have you ever thought about being a lector? We're filling the lector schedule through
the end of the year, and we’d love to include you. The role is simple—just reading Scrip-
ture in front of your church family. You'll find the schedule attached here and another
posted outside the sanctuary. Please write your name next to a date that works for you,
or reach out to the office if you'd like help signing up. Also, please note that dates that
have been filled are marked with a “X.”



https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/40/4066e61f-2729-4b6a-b764-8c49c050ae43/documents/Lector_Schedule_2026.pdf
mailto:eamused@gmail.com
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NEW Media Ministry Opportunity:

Sign-up for a Scripture Reading Video Session with Cole Jackson for CUMC's Media
Ministry!

ZIWED Are there any bible verses that stand out to you as particularly meaningful or memorable?
Do you have a favorite? Is there a moment in your life reflected in scripture? Was there a
particular verse that changed your life? Let's share it with our community and help build a
critical part of CUMC's Media Ministry!

Each filming session takes only 10 to 20 minutes of your time. No experience necessary
and the scripture need not be memorized. Bring yourself, your scripture, why it is important
to you, and of course, bring your faith!

Time slots are still available:

Friday August 21, 1:00-2:30 PM

Thursday August 27, 6:00-7:30 PM

Thursday September 10, 6:00-7:30 PM

Saturday September 12, 6:00-7:30 PM

Sign-up & additional details: https://bit.ly/cheshire-umc-scripture-reading

Cooperative Parish Bake Off!:

SAVE THE DATE: Cooperative Parish Dessert Bake Off:
Where: Asbury UMC, 90 Church Ave, Bristol

**Carpooling options will be available if you would like to go.
When: Sunday, September 27th, 1-3pm

Cost: Free Will Donation

Money going to Heifer International for our collective fundraiser.

Come for a fun afternoon of fellowship, sampling lots of delicious desserts, and of
course, voting on your favorites!

Looking for bakers:

Do you love to bake? Have a favorite recipe to make? When you serve it, does eve-
ryone always want seconds? Come bake for us!!

-2 to 3 bakers from each church. There will be a Sign Up Genius coming soon.
-Recipes should be able to be divided into small servings for tastings.

-Bring 10 copies of your recipe.

-Fun prizes to be awarded. Plus bragging rights for the winners!

Please keep in mind that Fridays are the Pastor’s Sabbath. The office will also be
closed on Fridays throughout the summer. Unless it’s a pastoral emergency, please
leave a message at 203-272-4626 or email office@cheshireumc.com, and it will be
addressed on Monday. Thank you!
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Cheshire United Methodist Church
office@cheshireumc.com

Pastor, Steve Kim (203) 231-9037

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410
(203) 272-4626
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