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The Village Voice 

Isn’t it amazing that we are all made in God’s image, and yet there 
is so much diversity among his people?” – Desmond Tutu 
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Apple Pies 

 
All pies come frozen to bake at your convenience and can be picked-up starting Sunday, November 
17th, just in time for Thanksgiving.  

Pre-orders are due by Sunday, November 10th. 
Note:  Pies are $12 each.  Make your check payable to “Cheshire UMC” with “Apple Pie” in the 

memo/for field of your check.  Place this completed order form in the offering plate or deliver to the 
church office, with your payment, no later than November 10.  Pies are frozen and come with baking 

instructions; pick-up starts November 17. 
 

Name:          __________ 

      Email:     phone:  ________            _______     

Number of pies:  x $12.00 each = Payment: $  

Apple Pie making for our 6th Annual Pie Sale will take place on: 
• Friday, 11/15, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Dough making (8 people needed) 
• Saturday, 11/16, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Pie assembly (10 people needed) 

 
Let Dot Mattson know if you’re available to help; (203) 720-0038 or dotbmattson@att.net.  Thank you! 

****  Editor’s Note: Last month’s piece on Elizabeth Thomas was  
                                    written by Carolyn Kelly. 

Things to Note on Your Calendar: 
Town Wide Food Drive – Today and tomorrow 
Lights of Hope – Nov. 9th 
Apple Pie Orders Due – Nov. 10th 
Apple Pie Making – Nov. 15-16 
Road to Bethlehem – Dec. 14th 
Cans of Yams – bring them in by Nov. 10th 

 
If you have a favorite Christmas recipe, tradition, or memory that you’d like 

to submit for the December edition, please send to Tracy by Nov. 20th at 
jeffreyhanke@sbcglobal.net 
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Honoring Veterans 
Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

Cheshire UMC Veterans 
 

Joe Bogacki Peter Bunting    Paul Champagne Bob deJongh    Stanley Esposito 
Jeff Hanke Carl Helming    Dick Kelly  Ken Kieffer    Keith Lanzer 
Don Ludwig Tom Russo    Carl Strand John Vey     Zack Warner 

David Wilkinson           Ned Connelly 
      
For most men and women, embarking on a time in the military is not just an experience of 
learning to defend this country.  It is an experience that many draw on often as their lives play 
out.  The veterans from CUMC have responded to three questions which are shared here with 
devotion, humor, and gratitude, and which show how their military service has impacted the 
person they are today.  We are fortunate to have 17 veterans in our congregation, one of whom 
has recently gone through basic training.  Many of us were present in worship not long ago 
when Pastor Ken blessed Zack Warner as he departed for basic training.  His responses are so 
astute considering his age and the short time he has served.  This piece is just a small attempt to 
honor these people who made the decision to serve, all as young people, not knowing how their 
lives would be affected.  Thank you, veterans, for sharing your thoughts with the rest of us. 

 

1. How did your milita ry service experience shape who you a re 
today, if a t a ll? 

Pastor Ken Kieffer:  “To be honest, I joined the Navy because my dad was in the Navy and I 
knew it would make him proud.  Knowing he was proud of me meant a great deal to me, and 
gave me the confidence to go out into the world and live my life.” 

Ned Connelly:  “It increased my maturity level significantly as I went in right after high school.  
Maturity level at that time was lacking, at best.  It also clarified that I wanted to be a leader, as I 
realized I wasn’t very good at following direction I didn’t believe in.” 

Bob deJongh:  “I haven’t thought about my time in the Air Force for many years but I guess the 
discipline inherent in the military set the stage for me to be more aware of time.  I am a ‘time 
freak’ and have driven my family crazy about being on time. “ 

Don Ludwig:  “For a very short time in my life, I was in shape” 

Carl Strand:  “A 15 mile forced march taught me that I could do practically anything that I put 
my mind to.” 
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Paul Champagne:   “It taught me discipline and teamwork.” 

Tom Russo:  “Prior to joining the military, I had little idea as to what direction any career or my 
life was going in.  After a hitch, I knew exactly what I wanted to do.  The Marine Corps motto 
‘Semper Fidelis’ (‘always faithful’) reminds me of all who have given their lives so we can have 
freedom and be faithful.” 

Jeff Hanke:   “When I was 17 and started as a Midshipman (Naval Officer in training), I was 
taught, ‘A Midshipman does not lie, cheat or steal.’  That pretty much covers how to live your life and 
something I’ve always lived by since.” 

Peter Bunting:  “It helped me mature and become self-confident.  My adolescence was a 
challenge.  Meeting Marines from all segments of America was eye opening and gratifying.” 

David Wilkinson:  “I was 18 when I went into the Air Force.  Some things were positive and 
some were not so much.  It did give me time to mature and learn to take responsibility.  It also 
taught me NEVER to volunteer. “  (Wife’s comment:  He obviously has forgotten that lesson!) 

Joe Bogacki:  “It gave me a strong interest and lifetime career in aviation.” 

Keith Lanzer:  “Leaving home a few weeks after high school graduation, and having spent more 
than half my life in the military, the language, the culture, and the lifestyle became the most 
influencing factor in my life.   I would not have Elyse, Jacob, or Kyle, or be here today in 
Cheshire, without my life in the Navy unfolding the way it did.  Additionally, my service has 
afforded me and my family numerous benefits that I might not otherwise had.” 

Carl Helming:  “The training and experiences provided me with a high level of self-confidence 
for life’s experiences.  It reinforced my respect for authority and education.” 

Dick Kelly:  “I served in the Air Force in SE Asia during the Vietnam War and was there for 
most of the time from 1971-73.  It was a pretty intense time and I learned to focus on the 
important issues, prioritize tasks, and most importantly, have confidence in the people I worked 
with and the team that maintained our aircraft and equipment to do their jobs well; lives 
depended on it.” 

Zack Warner:   “It has helped me “fine-tune” my skills such as attention to detail and taking 
initiative.  It helped me with team work skills, helping me to be a better leader and team player.  
Communication skills have increased because we have to report every little thing to the chain of 
command.  After my time at basic training and advanced individual training, I have improved 
two of my personal values, “determination” and “discipline”, which the army holds high as well.  
Fine-tuning these two specific skills has helped me in numerous ways.  They benefitted me the 
most for college life and prepared me for adulthood for after college.” 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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2. What do you remember most about your time in the 
milita ry? 

Pastor Ken Kieffer:  “Serving communion on the hood of a jeep before the troops shipped out 
to Kuwait was very special to me.  And hopefully to them.” 

Ned Connelly:  “Unquestionably the men and women I served with.  The camaraderie and 
teamwork was the best I ever saw.  The way people of all backgrounds blended and worked 
together should be a model for our nation.” 

Bob deJongh:  “What I remember most about my time in the military was the inability to 
celebrate my first wedding anniversary with Donna.  I was stationed overseas and missed that 
opportunity.” 

Don Ludwig:  “The waiting, always the waiting.” 

Carl Strand:  “I remember feeling like I was always standing in a line, making me hate lines to 
this day.” 

Paul Champagne:  “Meeting new people from all over the US and different lifestyles.” 

Tom Russo:  “Parris Island, boot camp, C-Rations, and working alongside with the Squids.  The 
term refers to the aquatic animal and how it can swim fast in a straight line but similar to 
inexperienced motorcyclists, have trouble quickly changing directions. (In the NAVY)” 

Jeff Hanke:  “I remember how much fun it was to fly naval helicopters all over the world and see 
so many spectacular things.” 

Peter Bunting:  “In 1962, exchanging $1 of a Lance Corporal’s pay for 360 Yen, enabled me to 
buy a motorcycle, travel, get away from the base, and teach English to Japanese in Hiroshima.” 

David Wilkinson:  “My first 6 months in basic training were in Texas and the rest of my time 
was in California.  In California, I learned I loved the yearly seasonal weather changes and 
corresponding lifestyle changes.  Since then, I knew I was a New Englander forever.” 

Joe Bogacki:  “The camaraderie.” 

 Keith Lanzer:  “Like most, I’m sure my time in service included high points (like traveling to 
exotic ports of call) as well as low points (like working in the Pentagon for  9/11), but what I 
remember most are the many people who have come and gone and have helped me along the 
way.” 

Carl Helming:  “Living in Iceland for 14 months and learning the Icelandic language which 
helped me travel and understand Nordic languages in Scandinavia and Germany.  Sometimes 
working beyond levels of exhaustion where I thought I could sleep standing up.” 

(cont. on next page) 
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Dick Kelly:  “What I remember most were the fun times.  We tried to find the humor wherever we 
could.  I remember getting in a cab in Thailand and my friend asking the driver how much to take 
us to Hanoi.  Fortunately, he just took us back to the base.  I also remember the many times I said 
good bye and hello to Carolyn.” 

Zack Warner:  “I’ve learned a lot in the past year, a lot about different weapons systems, vehicles, 
police work and more, but the most  memorable thing is bonds that are created between fellow 
soldiers within my training unit and my current unit here in CT.  Everyone has a different 
background and different reasons for joining.  Many have many stories and knowledge to pass on to 
others.  Everyone can help somebody in some way or another.  Also, other memorable parts have 
occurred at basic training.  Consuming about 20 weeks of my life, lots happened and as mentioned 
before, many bonds were made.  There were many small memories such as times in the barracks, 
getting smoked, jokes and impressions about drill sergeants and other cadre, and many more 
examples.  But there were also many big memories like spending Thanksgiving together without our 
families, and going through the forge and making that transition from recruit to soldier.  Again, 
these bonds were the backbone of it all, and helped us get through the tough times.  The small 
memories count just as much as the big ones, each unforgettable (I will never forget my time at Fort 
Leonard Wood.)” 

 

3. What was the most meaningful part about serving our 
country? 

Pastor Ken Kieffer:  “Putting the needs of others ahead of my own helped remind me of the 
importance of a life of service.” 

Ned Connelly:  “Being part of something larger than yourself.   Unquestioned commitment to each 
other.   Serving our country.” 

Bob deJongh:  “The most meaningful part about serving was just that.  The Vietnam War was a 
time of real turmoil and the draft was very divisive.  But I felt the 4 years I served was my way of 
paying homage to those who had paved the way to allow me to have the freedoms we all enjoy each 
day.  That sounds somewhat cliché, but I believe part of the problem today is that young people are 
not required to commit some portion of their life to service, whether it be in the military or 
through some community service organization, like the Peace Corps.” 

Don Ludwig:  “I got to fix the Captain’s TV.” 

Carl Strand:  “The most meaningful part was feeling like I was protecting the freedoms that the 
Constitution has provided us.” 

Paul Champagne:  “Feeling like I made a contribution to protecting the privileges we enjoy in our 
country as so many have done before and continue to do.” 

(cont. on next page) 
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Tom Russo:  “Life in the military started and was over in a heartbeat.  The most meaningful part 
happened after a short period of time in the service, a feeling of satisfaction, confidence, 
discipline and respect for all who put their lives on the line each and every day.” 

Jeff Hanke:  “Being a very small part in keeping this country the amazing place it continues to 
be,” 

Peter Bunting:  “Giving me the opportunity to grow up, make lasting friends, and defend our 
democracy.” 

David Wilkinson:  “The friends I made and am still in touch with 53 years later.  I also learned 
that I loved the feeling of power experienced during a jet’s take off.”  (Wife’s comments:  To this 
day, he sometimes confuses his car with a jet airplane.) 

Joe Bogacki:  “Being in a Military Airlift command that supported our troops worldwide.” 

Keith Lanzer:  “Joining all of the brothers and sisters in arms, who have all served this country 
prior, and being part of something bigger than myself.” 

Carl Helming:  “My absolute best memory!  I was given a great ability to interact with my Dad 
(former injured West Pointer) and my Father-in-Law (former WWII Flying Tiger).  We respected 
and loved each other more deeply as a result of our experiences.  Our relationships were more 
like contemporaries than generational associations.  Our memories of shared experiences 
worldwide made my life (and I am hoping theirs) so much richer in our nurtured friendships.” 

Dick Kelly:  “The most meaningful was serving with fellow Americans who, regardless of personal 
politics during that time of turmoil in our Nation, served our Country and did the best job they 
could every day.  I am grateful for the confidence placed in me and responsibility given to me as a 
mid-twenty year old.” 

Zack Warner:  “The most meaningful part is helping others, learning from others and improving 
myself.  Serving has opened many doors and continues to open doors.  I have benefitted more 
than I had even thought in ways that I can’t really explain.” 

 

Thank you to a ll, past and present, who serve. 

 

 

 

(cont. on next page) 
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Zack Warner 

Joe Bogacki, Jeff Hanke 

L to R: Pastor Ken, Tom Russo, Bob deJongh, David Wilkinson, Stan Esposito,  
            Keith Lanzer, Dick Kelly, Carl Strand, Peter Bunting, Paul Champagne 

                   Not pictured: Ned Connelly, Carl Helming, Don Ludwig, John Vey 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

“How sad would be November if we had no knowledge of the spring!” – Edwin Way Teale 

“In November, the smell of food is different. It is an orange smell.  A squash and pumpkin 
smell.  It tastes like cinnamon and can fill up a house in the morning, can pull everyone from 
bed in a fog.  Food is better in November than any other time of the year.” – Cynthia Rylant 

“If months were marked by colors, November in New England would be colored gray.” – 
Madeleine M. Kunin 

“Good Grief! Is it November already? My life is going by too fast.  I think someone pushed 
the  “Fast Forward” button.” – Snoopy, musing on the rooftop of his doghouse – Charles M. 
Schulz 

“November is usually such a disagreeable month as if the year had suddenly found out she 
was growing old and could do nothing but weep and fret over it.” – Anne Shirley 

“In November you begin to know how long the winter will be.” – Martha Gellhorn 

 

Notable November . . . 
Veterans Day 

Good Nutrition Month (and Thanksgiving!  What a coincidence!) 

Aviation Month 

National Stamp Collecting Month 

National Peanut Butter Lover’s Month 

National Split Pea Soup Week! (the editor hesitated at putting this in print L ) 

There is no mention of the month of November in any of Shakespeare’s plays 
or sonnets. 
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Altar Bible Restoration 
Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

 

At the start of worship every Sunday, Pastor Ken requests that the Bible bearer come 
forward.  At that time one of our youth proudly bears a very large Bible forward to the altar 
to begin the service.  One CUMC member however, Andy DeBoer, holds his breath every 
week, until it is safely placed because he knows the terrible condition this particular Bible 
has been in for years.  Andy knew something needed to be done soon to redeem the Bible 
and he knew just the person to do it…..his wife, Gail. 

Years ago Gail started work with Heuer Book Binding a business that operated here in 
Cheshire and other towns for years.   The couple, with two growing daughters needed 
braces for one of them and of course, they were looking at college and weddings down the 
line. Edwin Heuer, son of the founder, was a master bookbinder and although Gail started 
at a low level and worked there for 20+ years, Edwin was a good teacher and found a willing 
student in Gail.   

With Ken’s approval, Andy and Gail set on the task to repair the Good Book to some of its 
former glory.  The Bible was in four pieces with some parts hanging by a thread.  In asking 
around, no one so far has been able to say who donated it, however, Dot Mattson recalls as 
a child the Bible being in service in what is now Temple Beth David, the former home of 
the Cheshire United Methodist Church.  That would be about 80 years ago! 

The couple began by laying out the pieces and studying them for a few days and then 
determining in what order they came apart and would need to be put back together.  The 
“signatures” needed to be addressed.  Signatures are groups of pages sewn together and 
attached to the spine.   With what amounted to Elmer’s Glue, clamps, waxed paper, small 
pieces of leather and fabric, and a couple of small boards, work progressed for the next 8-10 
weeks.  They even improvised some, using an exercise band to preserve the curvature of the 
spine.  Whenever something was glued, they gave it 24 hours to dry thoroughly.  Since Gail 
had never done a book from start to finish, she was especially curious to know the end 
result. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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If you ask the couple now, they will tell you that the Bible “is good for another 100 years!  It 
was good construction to begin with and needs to be taken care of.  We were putting real 
quality together.”  When asked why they took this task on, they will tell you that “this 
particular Bible is a part of CUMC’s history and if not saved, it is lost forever.  We were 
preserving a part of history.”  Gail stated there was “no reason to throw it out.  It belongs 
here.”  She then recited a verse that her mother shared many times with her when she was a 
child…..”Use it up.  Wear it out.  Make it do.  Or do without.”  

Andy is proud of this project, as we all should be.  “It made us feel we had accomplished 
something,” he replied.  Gail added, “If we are forgotten, that’s ok.  A piece of us will still 
be here.”  Amen to that. 
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The Something New Group met October 22. All enjoyed carrot 
cake (Marge and Bill Jordan made it) in celebration of October 

birthdays. If you are looking for a place for casual conversation and 
a cup of coffee or tea stop by CUMC the 4th Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, Nov. 26, 11 a.m. 
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Fore! 

In September, our own Ned Connelly made a hole-in-one at the Farms 
Country Club.  Congratulations!  The chances of making a hole in one in 

golf: 1 in 12,500.   

 

 

“A hole in one is amazing when you think of the different universes this white 
mass of molecules has to pass through on its way to the hole.” – Mac O’Grady 
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Outdoor Drive Thru Nativity Preparations Underway 

 
   Each December we present a gift to the community where one evening we ‘tell’ the nativity story 

with live ‘frozen’ scenes in the church parking lot, utilizing a cast and crew of over 100 people. 
Inside the church there is a potluck meal for the cast/crew to enjoy. This is a huge undertaking 

that requires much of the work to be done the weeks before. Please stop by the “Road to 
Bethlehem” display table in the narthex to indicate the places you’d like to help! 

Remember, this is an event for all ages. Childcare will be provided too! 

 Casting- choose who you would like to be (we stand still in silence- no lines to learn!) 

  2 crews of cast for each scene (rotating 30 minute shifts outdoors) 

  Costuming and fitting provided 

 Food-look at the signup sheet and see what you would like to bring to add to the mix! 

 Setup- indicate which Saturday morning you can help set up the stage- our church parking 
lot perimeter- with the wood sets, or hook up the electrical/lighting cords, or set up the sound 
system for music to be played outdoors. Outdoor coordinator Joe Bogacki will be on site to provide 
instruction. 

This year’s date: Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019. The drive thru is from 5:00-8:00 PM, however the cast 
and crew are asked to arrive between 4:00 and 4:30. 

Signups begin now. 

Other things happening in November for the Outdoor Drive Thru Nativity: 

 Sat. Nov. 23: Manger Scene setup in the church parking lot, 8:30 AM (and then stay for 
Clean and Shine Day!) 

Thanks, 
Ginny Ludwig and Chris Driscoll 
Co-Coordinators of ‘Road’ 
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On the Road to 
Bethlehem 



 

 

 

 

 
3  Chris Driscoll  
3 Mara Weed  
4 David S. Wilkinson 
6 Deanna Strother  
6 Meghan VanWie 
7 Caroline Stevenson 
8 Peter Bunting 
9 Ryan Bogrette  
11 Jacob Eckert 
13 Lou Petersen 
14 Jennifer Roeder 
14 John Vey 
15 Colin Bogrette 
15 Cynthia Decker 
16 Andrew Marini 
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November Anniversaries 
 

8          Justin & Kaitlin Heuser 
17 Steven & Lisa Davis 
17 Eldon & Carol Cody 
24 Louis & Norma Petersen 
27 Mara & Peter Weed 

17 Joseph Ondriezek 
17 Drew Spalding 
21 Lexi Ferraiolo 
22 Erin DeVilbiss 
22 Tim O'Sullivan 
23 Erin Collinge 
24 Ricardo Flores 
24 Michael Waibel 
25 Julianne Deganis 
25 Diane Dynia 
25 Ken Erickson (Driscoll) 
26 Karen Bunting 
27 Delphine Dortenzio 
27 John Meriam 
27 Darrell Spalding 
 

Happy November Birthday to . . . 

13 

 

It’s sad to grow old, but nice to ripen.” 
~ Brigitte Bardot 


