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The Village Voice 
 

“I have hope, and you should have hope, because since the 
beginning of time, people have gathered.  They gathered for 

fellowship, they’ve gathered for worship, they’ve gathered 
for prayer, they’ve gathered for song, they’ve gathered for 

communion, they’ve gathered for grief, but they’ve gathered 
– and we will gather again.”  

– Eric Church, country music singer 

Perseverance, secret of all triumphs. 
~ Victor Hugo 
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Volunteers in the Fight against Covid-19 

Diane Gaborc and Carol Hotz 
submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

 
From the start of our current struggle with Covid-19, many have felt the urge to help in some way.  
Several in our congregation have found ways to do so.   

Carol Hotz informed me that she has tons of fabric on hand.  “I will never run out of fabric in 10 
years”, she says.  This was an opportunity to put that fabric and her sewing skills to good use by 
making masks.  Her 50-60 masks have benefitted Dave Bond’s facility, Regency House, as well as 
group homes that are trying to maintain social distancing….a difficult thing to do.  Carol and two 
others have made 70 masks for the group homes, but since over 200 are needed, there is still more 
work to do.  

I asked Carol how it makes her feel to be doing this and she replied, “Well, it makes me feel not quite 
as useless!”  That and keeping her birdfeeder full and the birds happy is another way to be helpful.  
Says Carol, “The cats and I enjoy watching the birds eat.” When Carol wanted to take a break 
recently from her sewing, she went out and mowed the lawn.  Yes, she still does that!    

Diane Gaborc has currently made 130 masks.  She asked herself, “I know how to sew, I have a sewing 
machine, and I have time on my hands.  How could I not make masks?” Diane knew that St. Mary’s 
Hospital, her former employer, was accepting homemade masks.  She fired up her 1960’s vintage 
sewing machine.  “It took some oil, lubricant”, she said, “and a little prayer to get it unfrozen, but I 
got it going!” 

When asked how it made her feel, Diane responded, “Good, because I know from a distance I am 
helping slow the spread of this nasty virus, while providing some level of comfort to staff who are 
working in extraordinarily difficult, scary, stressful and heart-wrenching conditions.” She wants us to 
remember the sacrifices of doctors and nurses on the front lines who are putting themselves in harm’s 
way, “but also the respiratory therapists, and all the other workers involved with patient care such as 
housekeeping, food service, imaging and lab services, spiritual care, facilities, and patient transport”. 

Donating to St. Mary’s is somewhat personal for Diane as she worked there for over 14 years and she 
knows so many people there.  She states, “For me the masks were a small way of saying that though 
I’m no longer working there, I still care and am thinking/praying for them!” 
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Cheshire UMC’s Blood Drive is a Big Success! 
 

At a time when hundreds of Red Cross blood drives are being cancelled out of fear of the 
corona virus, Cheshire UMC stepped up to do the opposite. A drive was held at the church 
on March 24. 

The Red Cross is tasked with collecting millions of units of blood yearly, more urgent now 
during a crisis such as this.  Sue Trumbo, coordinator, states, “I was nervous about doing the 
drive amidst the pandemic, and was leaning toward cancelling.  If it had been up to me, we 
would have cancelled, but Ken was adamant that we have it.  Once I realized this, I was so 
glad that he was adamant, because this was the right decision.”   

CUMC volunteers who came out to help as well as donate were:  Jean Roeder, Renee Poet, 
Penny Ondriezek, Tracy Hanke, Sue Trumbo, Diane Gaborc, and Doug Van Wie.  The 
success of the recent blood drive can be attributed to the generosity of Cheshire residents.  “I 
guess because people were home, they had more time to come down.  It was really 
heartwarming to see,” says Sue.  “A lot of people were concerned about coming down, but we 
were able to assure that everything would be completely safe and sterile for them.”  As a 
result, 37 appointments were filled.  There were a lot of walk-ins as well, many of whom had 
to be turned away.  The drive was supposed to end at 6:00 but, donations were still being 
processed at 7:00 pm.  I think we’d all agree that giving blood is a priceless way to help 
during this trying time.  

submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

Dr. Kristin Rising Treating Covid-19 patients in Philadelphia 

 

Many of us remember Kristin Rising, daughter of Sharon and Ron Rising and longtime 
members of CUMC.  I heard from Sharon that Kristin is working very hard at Jefferson 
Health in Philadelphia to get the protocols in place and begin clinical trials for plasma 
donations from patients who have had COVID-19 to those patients currently ill with the 
virus.  Kristin was interviewed on Philadelphia television and feels that since there are no 
treatments now available to fight the virus, “being able to work on this clinical trial is 
incredibly powerful!”   

submitted by Carolyn Kelly 
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~ that Madison Napolitano, age 10, loves to dance more than anything.   Something 
interesting about her is that when she tries to fall asleep, she makes up dreams that she wants 
to dream about that night.  It doesn’t usually work but she keeps trying! 

~ When Carolyn Kelly was in her 50s she took ballet classes with two friends of the same age 
whom some of you will remember – Julie Roll and Susan Henderson, and it was hilarious 
(said Carolyn.)  When pressed for more details, Carolyn replied, “Let's just say our jetes and 
plies left a lot to be desired but by the end of the class we were the only ones left.  Lisa, our 
teacher was so patient.” 

~ that George Engelhardt is directionally challenged?  He has been known to get terribly lost 
even when he thinks he knows where he is going.  Fortunately Carolyn has an awesome 
sense of direction! 

~ Mary Boruch has sponsored several children over the years through Plan International 
USA.  This group supports child development.  Her first and longest sponsorship – 14 years! 
- was a young man named Venu who lived in Ghana.  She has also sponsored children in 
Paraguay and Timor Leste.   

~ that Gerry Connelly was pulled out of the audience to sing with the Four Tops at the 
Copacabana in New Jersey in the 70’s!  This is the place Barry Manilow croons about.  So 
cool.  When she’s not singing, she’s putting on roofs!  She put on a new roof on their 
Hamden house by herself! 

~ that Jean Roeder spent six months living in 
Germany in 1975.  She knew about 12 German words 
and her kids went to school without knowing any!  
On weekends they would travel and her favorite place 
to visit was Munich.   

~ When Luke Heuser – age 2 – was asked what is 
funny about him, his answer was “Dinosaur.  ROAR.”   
I smile every time I read it.  His mom Kaitlin added 
that he has become quite the mountain climber.   
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Jeff Hanke and Model Railroading 
submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

Is there a hobby you love that you wish you could devote more time to?  Guess what?  Now is the 
time! For several years, Jeff Hanke has pursued the hobby of model railroading.  This hobby, to do 
well, requires many hours and much skill to achieve the desired result.  Take a look at the pictures 
and read how Jeff became interested in this hobby. His artistry is remarkable! 

1. How did you develop an interest in model railroading? How long have you been 
actively doing it?   I started as a child, probably around 8-10 years old, when my dad gave 
me three or four shoeboxes full of his old trains.  We used to set up temporary layouts and 
run trains through my childhood.  I fell out of it in high school and college.  I rediscovered 
a stored layout in Tracy’s parents’ basement in 1996 and I’ve been active ever since.  I 
started my first layout in 2003 when we moved to Cheshire.  I moved the pieces to our new 
house in 2014 and have been working on it since. 

2. Where do you get your ideas? Do you make the buildings from kits?  Do you pa int 
the sky/ mounta ins/ trees?  The layout is based on the real Chessie System Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad circa 1982, so I get my ideas from real life.  I try to make each scene look like 
the real thing from tracks, scenery and buildings.  I do research on the area in West Virginia 
and Maryland before I build.  All of my buildings are scratchbuilt to match the actual 
buildings.  None are kits.  The sky is a photograph printed on paper.  They are available 
commercially.  I don’t paint them.  The trees are bought commercially, but I enhance them 
to make them look better. 

3. What sca le trains do you work with?  HO scale, 1/87th the size of the real thing.  HO is 
the most common scale in model railroading today. 
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4. How do you make scenery look so realistic?  What are some tricks to add rea lism?  
Making them look realistic is a process that starts first with making a plan of what you 
want the area to look like.  The next steps are to create the area the tracks will go and lay 
the track.  Next, I add the rest of the landforms, like hills, streams, roads, etc.  The world 
is not flat, so I make sure my layout isn’t either.  The buildings and trees are added next.  
Buildings take a long time to make, so I have cardboard stand-ins for some.  You’d be 
amazed how many trees it takes to fill a small area.  Finally, I finish by adding all the small 
details like signs, cars, telephone poles, people, etc.  It’s the small details that really make 
it appear realistic. 

5. What is your favorite part of the hobby?  I like painting and weathering locomotives, 
freight cars and cabooses the best.  Almost half of mine are fully custom painted and 
decaled.  All are weathered, so they look more realistic. 

6. What organiza tions are you a ffilia ted with?  I have been a member of the National 
Model Railroad Association since they came to Hartford for a national convention in 
2009.  I’m also a member of the Chessie System Historical Society. 

7. Are your children interested in the hobby?  What sa tisfaction do you receive from 
model ra ilroading?  There have been a few moments where they have shown interest, 
but unfortunately none of them long term.  Generally, they would rather use the 
basement space for other things besides Dad’s trains.  It is satisfying to work with your 
hands and build something.  Model railroading requires lots of skills, like carpentry, 
soldering, painting, sculpting, etc.  It’s enjoyable to learn new things.  Just this year I 
added sound to my first two locomotives, which has added further realism, but also is a 
new skill to learn. 

Thank you, Jeff, for sharing your hobby with us! 
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The Bluebird Odyssey 
by Marge Jordan 

 
“My heavens,” said Mr. Bluebird puffing out his red breast and fluttering his cobalt 
blue wings. 

“This house is the perfect place to raise a family,” he warbles to Mrs. Bluebird.  She 
flies to another house more to her liking and says “Dear, that one is too close to the 
water.  When the babies hatch they might drown.” 

Then Mr. Bluebird flies to another house near some Yucca leaves surrounding it. 

“No, Dear,” said Mrs. Bluebird.  “The leaves are too sharp and pointy for our 
babies.” 

Then across the way near Mr. and Mrs. Jordan’s vegetable garden is another house. 

“How about this house, my sweet, it is just perfect for us to raise our children.” 

“Mr. Jordan is so kind to have built three houses for us to choose and also they 
don’t let their cats outside or even use those awful toxic bug sprays.” 

Mrs. Bluebird says “You know, honey, I think you’re right, the garden house would 
be best so let’s get started.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Jordan observed this amazing display outside their back door window 
and decided to write this story.  More to come as life unfolds. 
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Submitted by our music director  
Mara Weed J 

The Hankes’ neighbors giving  
everyone a daily chuckle! 

 

“Like a welcome summer rain, 
humor may suddenly cleanse and 
cool the earth, the air and you.”  

– Langston Hughes 

What did the duck say when he bought 
new lipstick? 

       Put it on my bill!  
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Our Memorial Garden in spring bloom.   
Enjoy the artistry created by David Wilkinson.   

 
Photos by Lisa Moran 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

 
“Among the changing months, May stands confessed 
The sweetest, and in fairest colors dressed.” – James Thomson 

“Oh fragrant is the breath of May 
  In tranquil garden closes, 
  And soft yet regal is her sway 
  Among the springtide roses.” – William Hamilton Hayne 

“May, more than any other month of the year, wants us to feel alive.” – Fennel Hudson 

“May: the lilacs are in bloom.  Forget yourself.” – Marty Rubin 

“All things seem possible in May.” – Edwin Way Teale 

“I’m only wishing to go a-fishing; For this the month of May was made.” – Henry Van Dyke 
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 May Montage 

May 4th – Star Wars Day – “May the Fourth be with You” 

May 9th – National Lost Sock Memorial Day 

May 5-11 is Root Canal Awareness Week 

May 14 – Dance Like a Chicken Day 

May is . . . 

National Egg month, Barbecue Month, Salad month, Hamburger month, Zombie 
Awareness Month, Chocolate Custard Month . . .oh . . .and also! 

Salsa Month, Strawberry Month and Loaded Potato Month!! 

Which one is your favorite? 



 

 

 

 

 
1				Jean-Marie	VanHeerd	 
1				Gail	DeBoer	 
3				Teagan	Ferguson	 
4				John	Van	Wie	 
5				Tom	Morck	 
6				Jeffrey	Erickson	 
7				Vicki	Caldwell	 
8				Steven	Davis	 
8				Irene	Kalbian	 
9				Elaine	Lau	 
9				Joseph	Stevenson	 
10		Carolyn	Hardin	Engelhardt	 
10		Troy	LaRusso	 
11		Joke	Trzaskos	 
12		Patricia	LaRusso	 
12		Olivea	Kieffer	 
13		Henry	Dynia	 
13		Jean	Madden		
15		Vin	Celino 
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May Anniversaries 
 

8 Joe & Chris Driscoll 
18 Joe & Cindy Attanasio 
20 Bill & Marge Jordan 
24 Wendy & Larry Marini 
27 Carolyn Hardin & George Engelhardt 

 

16			Bobbi	Simmons	 
16			Sharon	Coyner	 
17			Sophia	Harma	 
17			Erin	Warner	 
20			Jennifer	Frederick	 
21			Andrew	Ray	 
23			Audrey	(Driscoll)	Banegas	 
24			Lisa	Davis	 
24			Fabio	A.	Dioses	 
24			Stephen	Holt	 
24			Steve	Trumbo	 
26			Lilah	Heuser	 
27			Hartney	Niles	 
28			Hui-Chen	DeVilbiss	 
29			Rachel	Spalding	 
29			Kaylee	Fell	 
30			Stan	Esposito	 
31			Karen	Conrad	 

Happy May Birthday to . . . 
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“It takes a long time to become young.” 
- Pablo Picasso 

“Marriage is not just spiritual communion, it is also remembering to take 
out the trash.” – Joyce Brothers 


