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The Village Voice 

 

Happy 2nd Birthday Reagan!  
Turn(((How is that possible you might ask?  Turn the page!)see 

how that’s possible! 

2nd Birthday, Reagan! 
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Reagan Napolitano is actually 8 years old, but since she is a 
LEAPLING, she is celebrating her 2nd birthday today! 

Facts about Reagan: 

She is one of about 187,000 Leaplings in the United States 

She had a 1 in 1,461 chance of being born on a Leap Day and she 
was, in 2012. 

If she’d like, she can join the Honor Society of Leap Year Day Babies! 

 

A very happy birthday to you, Reagan.  Birthdays are special but this 
one even more so.  Enjoy your special day. 

 

The Good News Box 

Aaliyah’s dog gave birth to puppies!  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
According to one of the founders of the Prayer Shawl Ministry in Connecticut, shawls have 
been used over the centuries.  “They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, and give solace; mother, 
hug, and shelter.”  Started by Dorie Prentice, the CUMC Prayer Shawl group has used its love 
of knitting and crocheting in a way that brings comfort to those in need and healing for those 
suffering from illness or loss.  Dorie also has taken it upon herself to create beautiful baby 
blankets as an act of joy to present to children baptized at CUMC. 

Recently, in worship, Dorie displayed many beautiful shawls during children’s time, created by 
the trio of artists, Dorie, Marge Jordan, and Carla Reagan.  She told the children about the 
group, expressing how the shawls are created and their purpose.  The children were then 
allowed to hand out a shawl of their choice to someone in the congregation in need or who 
knew someone in need.   

Dorie estimates the time it takes to create a shawl is about 12 hours.  During the creative 
process, the group identifies possible recipients and when finished, the shawl is presented to 
them with this blessing:  May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence.  May it warm you 
when you are weary.  May it encourage you when you are discouraged.  May it assure you of God’s care 
and comfort.  May it remind you that you are surrounded by the prayers of others.  

This ministry was started in CT in 1998 by two  
Hartford Seminary students.  One of the founders 
wrote, “Those who have received these shawls 
have been uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings 
to fly above their troubles,” stated Janet Severi 
Bristow.  Thank you to our own group for their 
devotion to make this their goal.  They welcome 
anyone who would like to join them.  “Besides 
using one of your God-given gifts” according to 
Marge Jordan, “it feeds your heart with good 
feelings and the satisfaction that you are helping 
another human being.” 

 

See pictures on the next two pages of the children 
handing out shawls to the congregation. 
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Lilah on a mission! 

Hayden giving a high five to shawl recipient Pat 
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Dorie presenting to the congregation 

Hope sharing a shawl 
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Chris and Joe Driscoll caught up with former CUMC organist and music director Patrick 
Kreeger and his wife Laura who say “hi” to everyone at CUMC.  

Patrick is on the faculty at The Juilliard School and also Associate 
Organist at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church on 7th Ave. and W. 
55th St. Chris and Joe have attended the church several times for 
worship and also for a few concerts that have been presented by the a 
cappella choir accompanied by Patrick on the organ and piano held 
in the church chapel.  One Sunday after worship they joined others 
for an organ presentation given by Patrick where they learned about 
the organ and the pipes and upkeep of the organ. Patrick has also 
played the organ for other occasions around the city and elsewhere 
so he is quite a busy person! 
 
 
 

Turn to the next page to see the organ Patrick plays these days
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“Music is the universal language of mankind.” – Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

“Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do without.” 
 - Confucius 
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UNITY HOUSE:  A Chance to Feed Your Soul 

Although Unity House has been in operation in Meriden for a long time, many CUMC 
members may not know much about it.  Unity House is a residence in So. Meriden.  Owned and 
sponsored by So. Meriden Trinity UMC and supported by volunteers from other churches, 
Unity House provides emergency housing for families displaced by war and violence around the 
world.  Recently volunteers spent hours refurbishing the abode using their various skills to put a 
fresh face on it in anticipation of a new family seeking safety and a new life  

Our own Jenn Roeder is now the president of Unity House and recently presided at an open 
house attended by interested people from several local churches, among them, 8 from CUMC.  
The group is eagerly waiting for a family to be placed at UH by IRIS, a non-governmental group 
“helping refugees establish new lives, regain hope, and contribute to the vitality of CT communities.”  It is 

unknown at this time who the new residents will be, however, their arrival will likely be before 

summer. 
Examples of people who have been helped by 
this project are a woman activist fleeing Cuba by 
boat, a brother/sister fleeing civil war in Liberia 
after their parents were slain, an engineer from 
Iraq and his family, and a couple from 

Afghanistan, whose baby was born prematurely.  
The supporters were unanimous in their praise 
of the time they have spent fixing up the house 
and using their skills to benefit others.  They 
expressed the absolutely wonderful feeling they 
experience, knowing that they have made a 
difference in someone else’s life.  Once the 
family arrives at UH, they will need help with 
everything from grocery shopping, using 
coupons, learning English, banking, school 
studies, medical visits and much more.  The first 
three months of the family’s life here is an 
intense time as they become familiar with an 
overwhelming number of things we do so easily 
every day.   Once the residents find work, are 
able to manage funds, and put food on the table, 
they move out on their own, typically within 9 
months. 
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The project cannot be effective unless it has the support of people like YOU, willing 
to share their skills.  This is an opportunity that is good for your soul.  Don’t pass it 
up. Here are some ways you can make a difference! 

 Shop for initial US appropriate clothing (funds supplied) 

 Prepare the family’s first meal for the evening of their arrival. 

 Provide transportation to and from initial appointments. (doctors, etc.) 

 Orient the family through local services (shopping, buses, trains, library, etc.) 

 Prepare family’s children for US education (tutoring, school supplies, etc.) 

 Coach one or more family members on getting a job, and help them to make 
contacts. 

 Help one or more family members with language translation and learning 

 Help the family to navigate US social and government services. (DSS, DMV, 
etc.)  

Jenn Roeder can help you get started if you decide to participate in this worthy effort. 

Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 
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 Alyssa Carey loves the outdoors and loves to go hiking and biking.  She likes to hike at 
Sleeping Giant and Roaring Brook.  One exciting hike led to the discovery of animal 
skulls. 

 Steve Davis was an extra on the soap opera “One Life to Live” at the age of 12.  He earned 
this job by coming in 2nd place in a modeling competition. In his action scene, he was 
pretending to eat a meal. (This editor was star-struck, as she watched this soap opera for 
years!) 

 Kevin Warner was adopted as a newborn.  In later years, he played the tuba in marching 
band and also played the piano.  Nowadays, he marvels at Mara’s piano playing. 

 Ken and Karen Kieffer submitted a manuscript to the show “Seinfeld” and it was partly 
used in an episode!!  It involved a dog of course.  (One Life to Live was good but Seinfeld 
is actually the editor’s favorite show ever.)    

 
 

Spotted at the Cheshire YMCA! 

 

Great job Carl Strand!  The 250+  
days of exercise doesn’t even 

include his visits to the 
Southington branch.  Wow! 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

“Poor March.  It is the homeliest month of the year.  Most of it is MUD.  Every imaginable 
form of mud, and what isn’t mud in March is ugly late-season snow falling onto the ground 
in filthy muddy heaps that look like piles of dirty laundry.” – Vivian Swift 
 
“Indoors or out, no one relaxes 
In March, that month of wind and taxes, 
The wind will presently disappear, 
The taxes last us all the year.” – Ogden Nash 
 
“With rushing winds and gloomy skies  
The dark and stubborn Winter dies 
Far-off, unseen, Spring faintly cries, 
Bidding her earliest child arise; March! – Bayard Taylor 
 
“March is a month of expectation.” = Emily Dickinson 
 
“Our life is March weather, savage and serene in one hour.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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 March Moments  
National Umbrella Month 

Fire Prevention Month 

Women’s History Month 

American Red Cross Month 

International Fanny Pack Day – March 9 

Pi Day – March 14 

The Ides of March – March 15 

National Panda Day – March 16 

St. Patrick’s Day – March 17 

 



 

 

 

 

 
1 Christon Smith 
1 Dorie Prentice 
4 Betty Allen 
5 Caitlyn Desmond 
11 William Chien 
11 Judy Clark 
12 Alec Madden 
13 Mason McLean 
13 Diane Huxley 
14 Ken Kieffer 
15 Chelsea Mongillo 
15 Cailin Rose 
15 Natalie Missakian 
15 Tom Russo 
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March Anniversaries 
 

12 Daniel & Judy Clark 
            22 Mark & Hui-chen DeVilbiss 

 

16 Kim Erickson 
17 Sergio Deganis 
18 Mark DeVilbiss 
19 Len Mecca 
20        Sean Gilleylen 
25 George Engelhardt 
26 Shannon Cameron 
26 Andy DeBoer 
27 Ethan Shan 
27 Nathan Trumbo 
27 Dot Mattson 
28 Wendee Marini 
29 Hallie Lucht 
 

 

Happy March Birthday to . . 

. 
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“Every year, I think you earn the right to eat cake on your birthday.” 
- Bret Hart 

“The secret of a happy marriage is finding the right person.  You know 
they’re right if you love to be with them all the time.” – Julia Child 


