
; 

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church Volume 14, June 2020 

1 

 

The Village Voice 

 

Author 
unknown 

“I have seen what a laugh can do.  It can transform almost unbearable tears 
into something bearable, even hopeful.” – Bob Hope 

Facebook post, author unknown 
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Congratulations to Jacob Lanzer on his enlistment into the United States Navy this past 
week.  His father, CDR Keith Lanzer, USN Retired, was there to swear him in.   We are 
so proud of Jacob’s commitment and can’t wait to hear about his training and adventures! 

 

In Jacob’s words: 

I decided to enlist because I was looking for a change of pace in life.  I knew college wasn’t 
right for me at this moment in time.  Joining the Navy was a possibility I have always 
considered ever since I was young because I believe in service to one’s country and it’s a great 
way to travel the world. 

I’m expected to report to basic training on November 4th of this year but that may move up. 

I will have basic training in Great Lakes, Illinois for approximately eight weeks. 

I signed a five year contract with the Navy to participate in the submarine electronics 
computer field (SECF.)  With this job I will be responsible for maintaining and operating 
computer systems on board submarines that deal with weapons systems, navigation, and 
sonar.  Upon my graduation from boot camp, I will return to Connecticut for my job 
specific schooling and training at the New London Subbase. 
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Celebrating birthdays in the time of social distancing has been a real challenge.  However, 
friends, family, and 14 CUMCers, including brother Zack, showed up to surprise Erin on her 

18th birthday on May 17!  Also participating in the parade was the Cheshire Ram. 
 

There is a lot happening in the life of this young woman....turning 18, graduating from CHS, 
and looking forward to college at UCONN in the fall.  Not to mention that (sadly) her 

mother, Susan will be joining Kevin in PA permanently.  Nevertheless, a good time was had 
by all on a beautiful day.  Happy Birthday, Erin!  There will be more about our high school 

grads in the July issue of the Village Voice. 
 

- submitted by Carolyn Kelly 
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Kendra Hall, daughter of Janet and Stuart Hall and granddaughter 
of the late Laurice Wardle, graduated from UCONN with a 

Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. 
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Olivea M. Kieffer graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from  

Bucknell University with a double major in  

English and Secondary Education. 

She earned the highest distinction of Summa Cum Laude  

and Phi Beta Kappa. 
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Kellie Moran graduated from UConn with a Masters Degree in Social Work with a 
Concentration in Individuals, Groups, and Families. 

 

Kellie is standing behind one of the signs the Booklettes purchased  
for all of our college and high school graduates! 

 

 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” 
– Nelson Mandela 
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Getting to Know the Kieffer Family  
- submitted by Tracy and Carolyn 

In the midst of all they do for us, our beloved pastor, wife, and daughter are sometimes overlooked.  
Therefore, we would like to invite you to take a closer look at the Kieffer family.  They have generously 
allowed us to ask some personal questions which perhaps you’ve wondered about yourself.  So here 
goes….enjoy! 

1.  How did you two meet?  What attracted you to each other?  What was your first date 
like? 

Ken:  I saw Karen riding by in a car and I remember thinking to myself ‘that is the most 
beautiful girl I ever seen.’ Three years later we meet in church.    
Karen:  Ken was funny, center of attention and had the most beautiful blue eyes. 
Ken and Karen:  We snuck out of youth group and walked down Church Ave in the light, soft 
snow.  It was very romantic and very inexpensive. 

2.  What are your family’s favorite foods, vacations, pastimes? 
As a family, we love to adore our dog.  Pastimes include doing jigsaw puzzles, playing board 
games (the latest is Game of Thrones and Monopoly) and going to Lake George.  Ken and Olivea 
are big Law and Order fans.  As a family, we always watch Survivor.  We all agree that pizza is our 
fav family food.  Ken loves Taco Bell and Karen enjoys Viron.  Bouggieboo will eat anything. 

3.  Do you have any family traditions? 
Christmas, Easter and Mother’s Day is always 
held in our home.  We have had the same 
vacation for the past 20 summers at Lake 
George, doing the exact same things while we 
are there like reading, swimming and keep 
the exact same routine, GROUNDHOG 
DAY IN JULY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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4. How did you choose the name Olivea? 
Olivea was named after our Grandmothers.  Ken’s grandmother is named Olive and Karen’s 
grandmother was named Magnhild.  (Her initials are OK ). 

5. What is the significance of the name Bouggieboo?  (If you are not aware, the Kieffers 
have an adorable pug with that very name). 

Bouggieboo means I LOVE YOU from the kid’s movie Lilo and Stitch.  

6. If you could each have 3 persons in history to dinner, who would they be? 
Ken:  Since I already met Jesus, I’d like to meet:  Paul McCartney, Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Jimmy Carter. 
Karen:  Charles Dickens, Anne Frank, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

7. What do you admire about your spouse?  What about your spouse drives you a little bit 
crazy? 

Ken:  Her eternal beauty and generous heart. 
Karen:  I love that he has enough faith for both of us, his sense of humor and his love of us. 
 
Ken:  Sense(less) of direction.  When she asks my opinion, she will do the polar opposite. 
Karen:  He is annoyingly perfect, arrives on time, exercises, watches his weight, always positive and 
sneezes too loudly. 

8.  You have lived in many places. You could have moved anywhere when becoming DS.  
Why did you choose Cheshire?  What is your favorite Cheshire tradition and/or favorite 
Cheshire memory/event? 

We chose to move to Cheshire because of the Cheshire UMC, the schools and the radius 
proximity to the DS office in Hamden.  What clinched it was Karen sent an anonymous email to 
several churches asking about Vacation Bible School and Janet Ray wrote back the most welcoming 
note. 

My favorite Cheshire tradition is walking on the trail with Ken.  For Ken, it is Pop’s Pizza. 

Ken, Karen, and Olivea:  Favorite Cheshire memory/event:  Road to Bethlehem. 

9.  What is the secret to making a marriage work for a lifetime? 

Bring your wife coffee in bed every morning of your life!  

Thank you to the Kieffer family, for opening up to us.  We count ourselves blessed every day to have you in our 
lives! 

More pictures on the next two pages !! 
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Anecdotal story that is ironically portrayed 
in these lovely Kieffer family photo: 

Olivea was not walking at 14 months.  
Karen secretly spoke to her brother – the 
doctor and father of three – and said, “I 
know she is well past the milestone.  Tell 

me what is wrong with her 
developmentally.”  He said, “the two of you 

have never let her feet touch the ground.  
Put her on the floor.”  Says Karen: “I did.  

She walked.” 
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The Bluebird Odyssey Continues 
by Marge Jordan 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Jordan says to her husband Mr. Jordan, “I’ve been checking out these bluebird 
houses for three weeks and there are no eggs in any of the nests.”   

“I know, we thought the lady bluebird chose the garden house to raise their family, but 
just like people, I guess she changed her mind.” 

Mrs. Bluebird said,  
“Dear, I think the pond house would be better for our babies.  Mr. Jordan made that 
house himself and put a metal ring around the entrance so no woodpeckers would peck 
out the hole to make it larger for them to fit.  Besides, you know us bluebirds like bugs to 
eat and there will be lots near the pond. 

Mr. Bluebird says to Mrs. Bluebird, “I am so happy you decided this house is the best.” 

The next day, Mrs. Bluebird laid her first egg, then another and after three days there were 
three eggs in the nest. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jordan will be watching to see what happens next! 
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Dolly Peabody, our prolific essay writer at the young age of 103, has graciously given us 
another piece from one of her past writing classes.  She and Marge Jordan exchange 
phone calls and stories and writings.  A resident of Elim Park,  this morning as this 

newsletter was being finished, Dolly was getting ready to go outside to garden!  At 103! 

A Snowy Day 
by Dolly Peabody 

 

It is to be expected: a snowy day in January.  Waking in the morning to see the ground already 
heavily blanketed – silently as I slept unaware.  With daylight the snowfall is determined and 
relentless, sliding sideways with the direction of the wind.  In the words of the song, “How I hate 
going out in the snow.” However I brave the build-up of the snow on the porch to make sure the 
bowl on the porch table has something more than hulls for my morning visitor the squirrel.  He 
or they time their arrival to my breakfast time.  From their tree limb do they see me turn on the 
light or do they have an internal clock?  The squirrels are indistinguishable one from another to 
me except one which has a notch in his ear. 

Just to assure future access to the squirrel bowl, I go through the process of removing the window 
screen.  Now I can open the window and fill the bowl by reaching out in warm comfort and dry 
feet. 

I have noticed that the colder the weather, the tighter the 
squirrel curls his tail over his back.  The squirrel is joined by a 
lone sparrow on the bird feeder and several juncos on the 
ground.  The juncos are dependent upon the sparrow to scatter 
seed on the ground because they never approach the hanging 
feeder. 

The words of the song had it right. “If you’ve no place to go, let 
it snow, let it snow, let it snow.” 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

 
“And what is so rare as a day in June? Then, if ever, come perfect days.”  

– James Russell Lowell 

“In June as many as a dozen species may burst their buds on a single day.  No man can heed 
all of these anniversaries; no man can ignore all of them.” – Also Leopold 

“Spring being a tough act to follow, God created June.” – Al Bernstein 

“If a June night could talk, it would probably boast that it invented romance.” 
 – Bern Williams 

“I wonder what it would be like to live in a world where it was always June.” 
 – Lucy Maud Montgomery 

“June brings tulips, lilies, roses, 
 Fills the children’s hands with posies.” – Sara Coleridge 

 

 

 

 Jammin’ June 

June 1st – Say Something Nice Day 

June 6 – National Yo-Yo Day 

June 8 – Upsy Daisy Day 

June 17 – Eat Your Vegetables Day 

June 19 – World Sauntering Day 

June 21st – Go Skateboarding Day 

National Iced Tea Month and National Candy Month – yum! 



 

 

 

 

 
1 Kim Ferraiolo 
2 Malachi Caldwell 
2 Zachary Caldwell 
2 Dawn Deganis 
2 Derek LaRusso 
2 Joe Mongillo 
3 Kristen Conrad 
4 Kyle Frederick 
6 TJ Attanasio 
6 Bryan Ray 
8 Jaxon Cameron 
8 Brian Prentice 
8 Jake McGrath 
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June Anniversaries 
 

2 Karen & Ken Kieffer 
9 Paul & Laurie Bellagamba 
11 John & Audrey Vey 
15 Doug & Kim Erickson 
16 Bryan & Janet Ray 
17 Dick & Elaine Lau 
19 Mike & Natalie Missakian 
21 Doug & Sharon VanWie 
24 Matthew & Shannon Cameron 
24 David & Debra Bond 
26 Don & Ginny Ludwig 
26 Tom & Deb Morck 

 

9 Patrick Marini 
9 David Niles 
12 Renee Poet 
13 Elizabeth Thomas 
14     Christianne Glenn-Long 
14 Debra Trout-Kolb 
16 Shawn Thomas 
20 Natalee Marini 
21 Daniel Clark 
22 Taylor Bond 
28 Candice Niles 
28 Peg Edgar 
30 Audrey Vey 
 

 

Happy June Birthday to . . . 

14 

 

“Don’t just count your years, make your years count.” 
 – George Meredith 

“A wedding anniversary is the celebration of love, trust, partnership, 
tolerance, and tenacity.  The order varies for any given year.”  

– Paul Sweeney 


