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The Village Voice 

 

 

 

“From there to here,  
and here to there, 

 funny things are everywhere.” 
  - Dr. Seuss 

Submitted by Dick Kelly 
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Carla Reagan has made more than a dozen prayer shawls for 
patients and staff at Hartford Hospital. 

“May this shawl be a sign of God’s loving, healing presence.  May it warm you 
when you are weary.  May it encourage you when you are discouraged.” – 

Marge Jordan 

Chris Driscoll’s mother, Vivian Thompson, would so appreciate some cards to cheer her up.  
After worshipping with us for a few years, she moved back to Michigan.  Now with Covid-19, 
she is feeling very lonely as visitors and family are severely restricted at her assisted living home.  
If you like to spread some cheer, here is her address: 

Vivian Thompson 
333 North Occidental Highway 
#152 
Tecumseh, MI 49286 
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Erin Mykayla Warner 

UCONN 

Business Administration 

 

 

Alyssa Carey 

Bryant University, Rhode Island 

Business 
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Sam Hanke 

University of South Carolina 

Business 

 

Lexi Ferraiolo 

University of New Haven 

Psychology 



; 

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church Volume 15, July/August 2020 

5 

 

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” 
 – William Butler Yeats 

 

 

Evan Missakian 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

History with plan to pursue a career in 
education 

 

Enjoy a few pictures of these five kids growing up together at Cheshire UMC! 
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I did not have to give this question a second thought, it would be my mother. 
 

My mother died when she was fifty-three, I was in my early twenties, 
married, working raising a child.  There are so many things (nothing earth 
shattering) that I never thought to ask her at the time.  I acquired my parents' 
wedding picture later on in my life.  It is a black and white photo.  There is a 
large wedding party, all relatives that I knew but - what was the color of the 
bridesmaids dresses and flowers?  Did they have a reception?  What was it 
like growing up with 3 siblings, children of a couple who immigrated from 
"the old country " that did not speak English? Who were her friends?  What 
were the living arrangements at home? How did she and Dad meet?  Things 
I never though to ask at the time or maybe I just do not remember 
asking.  Just kind of have a girl talk. 
 

My parents were wonderful.  My brother and I were very much loved and 
well provided for - food on the table, a warm bed to sleep in.  What else did 
we need?  I know they worked hard and made sacrifices for us.  I would just 
like to tell them how much I appreciated everything they did for us.  I may 
have said that  while they were still around but I don't remember.   
PS:  Dad died at age 62, I would love to have him on the bench too. 
 

Barbara Foster 
 

 

If you were sitting alone on a park bench and someone came and sat down to chat, 
who do you most hope that would be? 

Definitely Maya Angelou!  ~ Penney Carriere Ondriezek 
 

(park bench continued on next page) 
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Justin Heuser  - his grandfather 

Kaitlin Heuser – Poppop (her grandfather – Mara’s dad) 

Mara Weed – her dad (the aforementioned Poppop) and Jimmy Carter, too! 

Pete Weed – his grandfather 

Tim Weed – Mimi (his grandmother) 

Greg Weed – Lilah (because she would always be entertaining!) 

Jack Hanke – Andrew Miles (famous mathematician) 

Tracy Hanke – either of my grandfathers – they both passed away before I was born and I’ve 
always dreamed of meeting them 

Grace Hanke – Katie Ledecky –World record holder and Olympic champion swimmer 

Jeff Hanke – Jesus 

Sam Hanke – Joe Rogan 

Would you like to answer this question?  Send your thoughts to the office. 
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Meet the Producer – Deborrah Glenn-Long  

You have probably wondered how in the world Deborrah Glenn-
Long produces our wonderful, high-quality worship services 
Sunday after Sunday.  We all know there is time and effort 
involved, but how many of us know just how demanding and all-
consuming it truly is.  In spite of the fact that Deb was asked to 
answer a few questions in the middle of just such an effort, she 
happily consented.  You will be fascinated after reading her 
responses and so grateful we can call Deb, Jim, and Christianne 
part of our CUMC family.  Deb has been recuperating recently 
from a bit of an accident which she will relate.  Enjoy! 

 

1. How are you feeling?  Who has helped you during your recuperation?  
 
So I should probably clear up any misunderstanding about my recent injury – I didn’t 
break any legs, although I did make a valiant effort to crack my skull.  Being as 
hardheaded as I am though, I managed a decent concussion, but the CT scan revealed 
nothing worse.  I still have headaches, which are gradually subsiding.  And, as always, Jim 
has been a wonderful nurse and caretaker!   
 
I don’t have a particularly good story about how this injury occurred.  Christianne had 
called to ask about some business resources and I was standing on a small ladder so that 
I could read book titles from one of the top shelves of our built-in bookcases.  I either 
slipped or missed a step coming down and hit my head on the only thing within striking 
distance, a media cabinet with some wicked metal handles.  The first thing I remember 
saying to Jim was, “Look, I didn’t re-injure either arm.  Let’s call it a win!”  He was not 
amused.     

 

continued on next page 

submitted by Carolyn Kelly 
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2. We love the online services and know that you are responsible for making them such an 
enjoyable/inspiring time for CUMC members.  What is your background?  Do you have a 
degree in the tech field or have you learned these skills on your own?  Career? 

 
For my undergraduate work, I did a double major in psychology and sociology.  My 
master’s degree is in counseling, with an emphasis in student personnel.  I’m “fake-
retired” now (Christianne’s characterization), but was previously a corporate trainer, 
focusing on technical financial aid, organizational development and financial literacy for 
college students.  Since I was a one-person department at my last job, I decided to learn 
about graphic design and motion graphics, as well as neurolinguistic programming, in 
order to make my presentations more memorable.  None of that is directly related to 
video work, although understanding human behavior and different learning styles has 
helped immensely during the production process.   
 
My video spark ignited almost 20 years ago, when I literally read every book on 
PowerPoint and eventually found my way to PowerPoint Live, now called the Presentation 
Summit.  The conference organizer commissioned the top dozen or so experts from 
around the world as well as the head of the PowerPoint division at Microsoft and I was 
able to study with some of the brightest and most creative folks you can imagine.  What I 
learned at that conference culminated with me creating self-running “commercials” for my 
company to use at trade shows as well as developing some financial literacy programs 
using animated characters and built-in quizzes.   I did all of that within PowerPoint, very 
much stretching the limits of the program. 
 
One thing led to another and I soon found myself searching for a better hammer to do 
the job.   I then taught myself video editing using Adobe Premiere Pro and motion 
graphics using Adobe After Effects, and ultimately added other software such as Camtasia 
(for both screen capturing and built-in quizzing), ProShow Producer (for animating 
photos) and Soundbooth (for audio editing).  Working for a small non-profit company, I 
also had to learn how to film myself and take reasonable photographs to get the branded 
footage I wanted.  The rest, as they say, is history. 
 

 
 

continued on next page 
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3. How long does it take for you to put together a typical worship service?  What does it 
involve? What gratification, if any, do you get? 

 
The short answer is that it takes about 20-25 hours to produce each worship service.  Early 
in the week, Pastor Ken sends me an outline of what he has planned for the service, 
including the Scripture reading, call to worship, unison prayer and hymns.  I pray over that 
for a few days before starting to work on the slides that Tracy has prepared or the music 
Mara provides.  The production marathon starts on Friday morning when we film the 
service, using four cameras.  I upload everything to my computer Friday afternoon and do 
some pre-processing, which I let render (bake) overnight.  I get up early on Saturday, 
synchronize the footage and begin editing.   My goal is to have everything put together by 3 
a.m. on Sunday, at which point I begin proofing, rendering, and uploading.  I usually wrap 
up somewhere around 5:30-7:30 a.m. on Sunday.   
 
For those who like numbers, a recent service consisted of 63 GB of data and 819 files.  The 
Premiere Pro project had 8 video tracks and 12 audio tracks, with 252 separate video clips 
and 213 individual audio pieces.  In After Effects, I had 25 compositions, each with a 
variety of layers and effects.  As for software, I typically use some combination of Premiere 
Pro, After Effects, Photoshop, Soundbooth, Audition, Proshow Producer, Camtasia Studio 
and SnagIt.   
 
I don’t think too much about personal gratification, but rather ask myself if the work will be 
satisfying and pleasing to God.  The whole point of worship, online or otherwise, is to bring 
people and God together.  I pray that my hands will be God’s hands, my eyes will be His 
eyes and my ears will capture what He wants people to hear.  The heart is all God’s – and I 
simply pray that Pastor Ken’s message will wrangle that into something that touches people’s 
souls.   
 
I’ve been asked if I could produce a service with less time 
and effort.  I say no, because I feel that I would be 
“cheating” God if I started cutting too many corners.  
Given all of the moving parts, our production schedule is 
quite aggressive and so I have learned to let go of some of 
my perfectionism, even as I aim for something that will 
keep viewers engaged for 35-40 minutes.   

 
 

continued on next page 
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4. Does Jim help?  How?  We’ve noticed the humorous credits.  Who is responsible for that? 
 

Jim has been invaluable in three respects.  First, he figured out how to capture the audio 
through our sound system and onto my laptop.  Second, he lugs around most of my 
equipment for filming.  In the early days of recording, when I was only about 6 weeks post-op, 
I couldn’t carry anything with my left arm, although now it’s a more balanced exercise for 
both of us.  Finally, Jim keeps me well fed and hydrated for the marathon editing sessions.  
Beyond that, Jim makes me laugh and is a good person to bounce ideas off of, as is 
Christianne.   
 
As for the end credits, you can thank (or curse) Olivea for that.  For the Easter service, I 
lovingly dubbed Jim as “Best Boy.”  That’s a real theatre term and Christianne approved of 
me taking liberties with how it was used.  The following week, Pastor Ken told me that Olivea 
thought it was a demeaning title for Jim, so we stepped up our game with creating fun titles 
for each other and it has evolved into a family sport since then.  When Christianne took over 
filming and editing after my concussion, she felt compelled to include her boyfriend, who 
wisely chose “Craft Services” as his working title.  A wise man knows how important it is to 
keep those snacks and drinks coming.  Here’s to you, Michael! 

 

continued on next page 
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5. Are there any challenges in directing Ken?   
 

The biggest challenge in filming Ken is getting him to stand still 
while I pull a manual focus on each of the four cameras.  I 
magnify his image until only his eye is showing and then set the 
focus to that.  While I’m doing the precise adjustments, Ken 
sometimes moves just enough that I find myself having to start 
over or, worse yet, looking at a blank wall until he gets back in 
frame.  We’re still working on that.  Except for that one flaw, 
Ken is a master in front of the camera. 
 
The other interesting challenge was teaching myself to tune out 
whatever Ken is saying while we are filming.  The first several services, I was listening too 
much to Ken and would fail to notice that my shot had fallen out of focus or the lighting 
had changed dramatically (not in a good way!) or the audio had dropped somewhere along 
the way.  I’m better about staying in the zone now, but wonder if I will ever be able to 
worship the same way as I did pre-pandemic. 

 
 

6. How did you choose CUMC?  What does CUMC mean to you?   
 

We chose CUMC back in 2001 when we lived in Hamden, just 
south of the Cheshire town line.  After moving to the southern 
side of North Haven a few years later, we tried to find a church 
closer to home, but nothing ever materialized to the point of 
transferring our membership from CUMC.  Having heard Pastor 
Ken preach a couple of times, it was an easy decision to return to 
CUMC on a full-time basis when we learned that this church was 
to be his new assignment.  Returning home, if you will, reminded 
us how warm and friendly the congregation is and how a church is 
never really about just one person, minister or not.  I have been 
personally gratified by the love and support of so many CUMC 
members during my numerous surgeries in recent years.  I’m 
grateful all of that seems to be behind me now and I can just 
“focus” on serving God the best way I know how.  Let the church 
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A big thank you to David and Elaine 
Wilkinson for the TLC they’ve provided the 

garden in all of our absences. 

 

Photos by Lisa Moran. 
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"We might think we are nurturing our garden but 
of course it’s our garden that is really nurturing us.”  

– Jenny Uglow 
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The Bluebird Odyssey Continues 
by Marge Jordan 

 

Almost a month has gone by with our bluebird family odyssey.  What a surprise when one more 
egg was laid in the nest, making that four eggs. 

Mrs. Bluebird sat on the eggs to keep them warm while Mr. Bluebird would feed her with bugs or 
small seeds.  Then they would take turns to sit on the eggs.  After about two weeks the babies 
started to hatch.  “Now our real work begins,” says Mr. Bluebird to Mrs. Bluebird.  “These babies 
can’t see yet and have no feathers to keep themselves warm.”  “So, we must work together to keep 
them well fed so they can grow strong and healthy.”  

From early morning till late in the afternoon, Mr. and Mrs. Bluebird flew back and forth, 
catching bugs to feed their hungry brood.  About two weeks later, Mr. and Mrs. Jordan started to 
see the babies at the nest hole peeking out to see the world. 

Mr. Bluebird says to Mrs. Bluebird, “I think they will be ready to fly soon.” 

Both parents would fly to the box with a bug in their beak and then fly to a branch nearby to coax 
the new fledglings to come out.  One, two, three, four baby bluebirds finally flew to the tree close-
by.  Now this new family begins a wonderful journey together. 

We all send much love and prayers to them – and stay safe! 

 



; 

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church Volume 15, July/August 2020 

17 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

 
“July is hot afternoons and sultry nights and mornings when it’s joy just to be alive.  July is a 
picnic and a red canoe and a sunburned neck and a softball game and ice tinkling in a tall 
glass.  July is a blind date with summer.” – Hal Borland 

“Ah, summer, what power you have to make us suffer and like it.” – Russel Baker 

“Summer afternoon, summer afternoon; to me those have always been the two most 
beautiful words in the English language.” – Henry James 

“Cause a little bit of summer is what the whole year is all about.” – John Mayer 

“The summer night is like a perfection of thought.” – Wallace Stevens 

“Deep summer is when laziness finds respectability.” – Sam Keen 

“Summertime is always the best of what might be,” – Charles Bowden 

 

 

 

 Summer, Summer, Happened so Fast, 
Summer, Summer, Had Me a Blast 

 

Get ready to celebrate baked beans month, pickle month, ice cream month, hot dog month, 
watermelon month, and blueberries month.  No wonder I love July!!!! 

On average it is the coldest month of the year in the Southern Hemisphere and the warmest 
month in the Northern Hemisphere. 

Sometimes the hot, long hot days of July are called the “dog days of summer.”  It’s also been 
called the Hay month because the grass dries out so much from lack or rain and can then be 

made into hay. 

If you aren’t busy on July 27th, it is “Take Your Houseplants for a Walk Day” 



 

 

 

Happy July Birthday to . . . 
 

1 Connor Bauer 
2 Chris LaRusso  
2 Kathy Esposito 
4 Emily Celino 
9 Claire Strand  
10 Ellie Draper  
10 Dick Lau  
11 Carol Brinker  
11 Peter Weed  
12 Meaghan Desmond 
13 Mallory Groom 
13 Rachel Driscoll Raffone 
14 Sebastian Little 
14 Patricia B. Shultz 
15 Leo Davis 
15 Theresa Dupont 
15 Tracy Hanke  
15 Will Trumbo 
 
 

 

17 Larry Marini  
20 Justin Van Wie 
21 Madison Napolitano 
22 Taylor Bond 
22 Lucian Ferraiolo 
22 Karan Myers  
23 Layla Clark 
23 Jason Dioses 
23 Joe Attanasio 
25 Don Bogrette 
26 Mark Gilleylen  
26 Carolyn Kelly 
31 Brayden Jean 

 
 
 

Happy August Birthday to . . . 
 

4 Scott Caldwell 
4 Carol Hotz 
4 Gregg Moffatt-Helming 
4 Chris Mazzone 
6 Bob deJongh 
6          Vanda O’Reilly 
7 Carl Strand 
8 Cindy Russo 
9 Carl Helming 
10 Kristan Reagan McLean 
10 Sue Trumbo 
10 Jacob Lanzer 
11 Harrison Shove 
11 Tiffany Stevenson 
14 Avelina Endicott 
14 Juanita Champagne 
14 Rosemary Konecky-Waibel 
 
 

 

16 Izel John 
19 Teagan Jean 
20 Wadzanai Chigumira 
20 Derrick DeVilbiss 
20 Doug Erickson 
20 Samuel Lassen 
20 Tyler Smith 
21 Carla Reagan 
23 Simon Thomas 
24 Stephen Larson, Jr. 
24 Patricia Ann Larson 
24 Dick Kelly 
28 Jane Quinn 
29 Alyssa Rocap 
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July Anniversaries 
 

1 Len Mecca & Sharon Coyner 
6 Tim & Bobbi Simmons 
6 Creighton & Karan Myers 
10 Barbara & Michael Foster 
14 Spencer and Jamie Wetmore 
25 Carl & Mary Helming 
31 Steve & Sue Trumbo 
31 Adam and Meredith Napolitano 
 

 

“The best thing to hold onto in life is each other.” – Audrey Hepburn 

August Anniversaries 
 

1 David and Elaine Wilkinson 
5 Sergio and Dawn Deganis 
11 Fabio and Christina Dioses 
19 Andy and Gail DeBoer 
21 Paul and Juanita Champagne 
21 Henry and Diane Dynia 
30 Mark and Christine Gilleylen 

 


