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The Village Voice 

 

The Work of Christmas 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among the people, 
To make music in the heart. 

 By Howard Thurman 

 

Thank you to Carolyn Kelly for submitting this beautiful poem. 



; 

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church Volume 9, January 2020 

2 

The 1st Annual US BCS 
Sounds like a football championship, doesn’t it?  It’s something so much better. 

The Ugly Sweater – Bring a Coat to Church Sunday proved to be a wonderful way to 
celebrate all those sweaters we have in our closets and to bring winter coats, hats, etc. to help 

those in our community be a little warmer this winter. 

The kids took the voting seriously.  See below for some of the contenders.  Turn to the next 
page for the eventual winners! 
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And the runner-up: 

Matt Heafy aka Santa Claus 

Congratulations to Carolyn 
Kelly – the winner of this 
year’s Ugly Sweater contest.  
Job well done!   

 

We also commend Dick Kelly on 
his excellent choice of sweater.  
Though not a winner, he still held 
his own next to his wife! 
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Enjoying Fellowship Time 
We all look forward to connecting with others during fellowship time 
after worship.  Thanks to generous hosts who prepare a few goodies and 
beverages, we can sit or stand and nibble and chat with one another.  
Even the children enjoy socializing!  It is a good time to search out a new 
face, introduce yourself, and find out a little about the visitors in our 
midst.  We want our visitors and new members to know that we value 
their presence and are a welcoming congregation.  Thanks to all who 
volunteered this year to host coffee hour.  We all appreciate it! 
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New Members 
 

Twelve new members were recently added to the roll of congregants 
to Cheshire UMC.  Christina and Fabio Dioses, Jason Dioses, 
Terressa Endicott, Justin Heuser, Christianne Glenn-Long, Ann and 
Chris Mazzone, Adam and Meredith Napolitano, and Evan and 
Tanya Wendt.  See Tanya and Hayden Wendt below enjoying 
fellowship time.  Welcome to all! 
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Recent Baptisms 
 

Two sisters, Avelena and Seraphina, were recently baptized during 
worship at Cheshire UMC.  Their mother, Terressa Endicott, joined 
our congregation just the week before.  Terressa is a friend of Lisa 
Davis, and Gemma Davis is a friend of Avelina.  We are happy to 
welcome Terressa, Avelena, and Seraphina to our church! 
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Sunday School 
 

Our Sunday School children recently created beautiful nativity 
scenes and placed them carefully under the tree in the sanctuary.  
Here is Avelena proudly showing her nativity scene.  Thank you 
to all our Sunday School children for making our worship area so 
beautiful during the holidays!  
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

“January is the calendar’s ingrown hair.” – Stewart Stafford 
 
“January, month of empty pockets! let us endure this evil month, anxious as a theatrical 
producer’s forehead.” – Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 
 
“January is always a good month for behavioral economics: Few things illustrate self-control 
as vividly as New Year’s resolutions.  February is even better, though, because it lets us study 
why so many of those resolutions are broken.” – Sendhil Mullainathan 
 
“January is the best time of year for gym owners.  You all come.  It’s great!  And then, by 
Valentine’s Day, you’re not coming in anymore.” – David Kirsch 
 
“I miss everything about Chicago, except January and February.” = Gary Cole 
 
“Summer is a promissory note signed in June, its long days spent and gone before you know 
it, and due to be repaid next January.” – Hal Borland 
 
January is here, 
With eyes that keenly glow –  
A frost-mailed warrior striding 
A shadowy steed of snow. 
   - Edgar Fawcett 
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 The Joys of January  
National Hot Tea Month 

National Clean Up Your Computer Month 

On average, January is the coldest month of the year in the Northern Hemisphere. 

It is named after the Roman god Janus, the protector of gates and doorrways.  
Janus was depicted with two faces which allowed him to look forwards into the 

coming year and backwards into the past year. 

 

Janus am I; oldest of potentates; 
Forward I look, and backward, and below 

I count, as god of avenues and gates, 
The years that through my portals come and go. 

-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 

In Rome, January was often a time of peace when the gates of the temple were 
closed.  Only when the gates were open was Rome at war. 

-  The Farmer’s Almanac 2020 



 

 

 

 

 
1 CJ Strand 
1 Jason Hall 
2 Katherine Larson 
4 Jean Roeder 
4 Eldon Cody 
5 Courtney Pawlowicz 
6 Susan Warner 
8 Jack Harma 
8 Elaine Wilkinson 
7 Aaliyah Dioses 
9 Kevin Warner 
10 Audrey Holt 
10 Susan King 
10 Dolly Peabody 
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13  Carl and Claire Strand 

14 Doug VanWie 
17 Cindy Attanasio 
22 Keith Trumbo 
22 Mikayla Wollen 
22 Kaitlin Weed Heuser 
22 Joni Tillotson 
27 Keith Lanzer 
29 Alyssa Carey 
29 Marc LaComb 
29 Jamie Wetmore 
 

 
 

Happy January Birthday to . 

. . 

13 

 

“Birthdays are nature’s way of telling us to eat more cake.” 
- author unknown 


