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The Village Voice 

 

HAPPY 104TH BIRTHDAY, DOLLY!! 

Yes, you read right…..104.  Dolly Peabody, our beloved long-time CUMC member, currently residing at 

Elim Park (independent living, by the way) celebrated her milestone birthday on January 10 (they’re all 

milestone after the age of 100). Sorry to say the photo is lacking in due festivities, but sadly, that is the 

way things are in the time of COVID.   

If you are wondering why Andy DeBoer is in this picture, (no, he’s not 104 too) let me explain.  We 

asked Andy if he could possibly get some pictures of the birthday girl on her big day, thinking maybe 

Elim would be holding some kind of socially-distanced event.  They weren’t unfortunately, so Andy 

wasn’t able to follow through.  Meanwhile, Andy got a call from the front desk that there was a small 

package for him from his church.  As he was walking down to the desk to pick it up, happily, he met 

Dolly in the hallway headed in the same direction.  Her destination was identical to Andy’s and she had 

also been told that a small package awaited her from her church!  As you can see, those small 

packages were stewardship envelopes! (What more could you want on your birthday??) 

Thinking fast on his feet, Andy asked the receptionist to take a picture of them proudly displaying their 

envelopes.  So we not only got a picture of Dolly, but an advertisement for CUMC giving!  Well done, 

Andy, and have a wonderful 105th year ahead, Dolly! 
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Little Mark Valerio was baptized in the evening of December 2oth. 

Enjoy these beautiful pictures of little Mark Valerio being baptized.  Since we as a church weren’t 

able to celebrate the glorious event with the family, pictures are the next best thing.  Notice in the 

second picture an IPAD.  This allowed family from California to be part of the celebration!   
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Keeping up with Zack 
 
When Zack Warner left CT for basic training for the National Guard a year or two ago, Ken and our 

congregation sent him off with a moving prayer for strength and safety.  Zack has volunteered for an 

assignment now which promises to provide new adventures and learning.  He will be headed to Kenya 

for a tour of duty to last, possibly until February 2022. According to Mom, he is training for 2 weeks with 

his new unit from the end of this February to March 6, then to Texas for more training.  After a month or 

two in Texas, Zack will be deployed to Kenya for his assignment.     

 

Zack’s family will certainly miss him but as Susan put it, they have “always supported anything he 

chooses for himself.”  We are thankful that Zack is a person of conviction and honor in volunteering in 

this capacity.  The prayers of our congregation will go with him in this new journey.  Susan appreciates 

our prayers and says she wishes we “could have him prayed over like when he left for basic – our family 

felt the love and prayers of everyone.”  Thank you, Zack, for your service.  We wish you Godspeed as 

you depart! 

 

Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 
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Are you looking for a good book to read during these cold days of winter?  Looking for a new 

book to add to your library, whether it is on your tablet or a hard copy in your hands? 

Read below for what some of our folks chose as their favorite book! 

 
 
Stephen King’s Needful Things.  I love his books because they are suspenseful, in depth and full of imagination. 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird 
 

 

My favorite book is Keep Quiet by Alisa Scottoline. I don’t read often because I usually can’t find books that are too 

interesting to me, but my mom recommended Keep Quiet and I read it all in a few sittings. It’s sort of a crime 

book, with a few shocking parts so it’s very easy to get pulled into the story, and Scottoline is one of my favorite 

authors.  
 

Favorite Book: I don’t have just one. Best recent books: Prayer for Owen Meany by J. Irving. Older: One Flew Over 

Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey; Lord of the Rings; Dune; The Alchemist; Elements of Style; and, To Kill a 

Mockingbird.  

 

My favorite book of all time is Charlotte's Web. I have great memories of sitting in my second grade 

classroom after lunch and recess and my favorite teacher, Mrs. Theiss, reading us a chapter or two! 

Besides, who doesn't love a book on friendship and loyalty? 

 

Favorite book:  I'm a very slow reader sooo it takes awhile but things related to history are my favorites. 

 

The Bible- I admit that I have not read it from beginning to end and still don’t know so many of the stories it holds 

but I return to it time and again for gleaning the messages and wisdom it has to offer that I have discovered and 

find to be a companion and mentor to me in this roller coaster ride of life! 
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My fav book would be the diary of Anne Frank 

I read it when I was a girl and this will inspire me to pick it up again. I felt I had a friend in Anne, she knew 

exactly how I felt and was going through some of the same teenage things as me. I loved her. The reason it is my 

favorite is because I knew then that I could have been her , anyone could have been her , I was just fortunate 

enough to be born in America and in a different faith during peacetime.  ... but I always feel that I could be 

anyone in the world 🌎, born in a third world nation but for some reason I am lucky an recognize that and am 

grateful.  
 

 

Carol’s response fits both questions which is so lovely! 

Wow, your questions took me on a convoluted memory journey.  First, it's not possible to have only one book 

favored over all others.   My tastes and interests do change.  But my favorite place to wish/hope to visit is New 

Zealand, and that dream is based on a book I read long long ago (perhaps 65+ years).  I hardly remember the 

book except for the New Zealand setting.  So I've requested my library to save a copy.  Wonder if that long-ago 

magic will remain after another read.   
 

PS:  Reading is a pandemic salvation; when my library announced closure last March 13, I raced in to pick up 

books. I could hardly carry them all and read all 14 within three weeks. 

 

Update from Carol: Still awaiting book from my library..... The book is Green Dolphin Street.  No idea whether 

that long-ago attraction will be rekindled or prove to be dulled.  To be continued......  
 

My favorite book still is “ The Hiding Place’ , the survival story of Corrie Ten Boom from the Holocaust . A very 

old book detailing the horrors of concentration camps . I read when I was in 9th grade. It  was a gift from my 

spiritual mentor.  I had never heard of Hitler or holocaust until then. That book broke my heart. Couldn’t read 

without shedding tears. And I could never forget that book. Kept it as a treasure.  

 
A groundbreaking book that shines a clear light on one of the darkest moments of history."—Philip Yancey, 
author, wrote:  The Jesus I Never Knew 
 

My favorite book(s) were written by my late grandmother, Grace Jackson Penney. She wrote “Tales of the 
Cheyenne”, “Moki”, and “Spiky the Mini-Monster”. “Tales” are stories that the Cheyenne Indian pass down 
from one generation to the next. “Moki” is about a young Cheyenne girl who wants to do something really 
important and have her name spoken before the tribe. “Spiky” is about two young boys who find a 
horned toad in Arizona and bring it back to Oklahoma. 
 

Favorite book:  I don’t like to read.  Opposites attract, as my wife loves to.  However, I have powered through a 

few books in my lifetime.  I’d say “Goodbye Mickey Mouse” by Len Deighton is my favorite book.  It is a 

historical novel based off a P-51 Mustang squadron in World War II.  I doubt anyone has ever read it, but I 

would recommend it. 
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I love to read and have been reading several of the classics and really like the history and the culture in 
those books.  But my favorite, I think, of all times, has been J.J.R 's Trilogy  " The Lord of the Rings "  , 
beginning with " The Hobbit."  Once I finished this prelude, I became so involved in the epic that I could 
think of it not just as fantasy, but so real that I could actually believe that it could have been real history. I 
am amazed that there have been writers so great that they can capture the reader so intensely. 

 

 

I enjoyed the Harry Potter books a lot.  As I grew up, so did Harry.  I still have very happy 

memories of my mom reading the first chapter to me and me finishing the first book. 

 

To pick a favorite book is achingly difficult due to the plethora of titles which have 

transported me to different worlds and provided a stronger understanding of the human 

condition.  I choose To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee for its unique portrayal of injustice 

and the unforgettable characters like Atticus Finch, his daughter Scout and their reclusive 

neighbor Boo Radley.  My sentimental favorite is Margaret Mitchell’s Gone With the Wind 

and from more recent works I love A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles.  The writing in 

“gentleman” is superb and the story of the varied relationships formed by the main 

character, who is confined by house arrest for decades in the Metropol Hotel is absorbing 

and full of humor. 

During 2019 PBS sponsored The Great American Read which identified a list of America’s 

100 most loved books and invited the public to vote on their favorites.  Bookstores all over 

the country had these lists and displays of the 100 books.  To Kill a Mockingbird was 

ultimately ranked best loved with the Harry Potter series #3 and the Lord of the Rings 

series #5.  To see the full list and rankings go to PBS/THEGREATAMERICANREAD/BOOKS. 

My all-time favorite book is probably Les Miserables. I took a class in college called "Theological Themes in 

Contemporary Literature” and we read and discussed and wrote papers on Les Miserables.  Evidently, my 

school was so old fashioned in the 1980’s that a book by Victor Hugo was considered "contemporary 

literature”.  I hope someday they make a movie or a Broadway show out of it.  It’s THAT good.  (Who wants 

to tell Ken?) 
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A Candlelight Prayer Vigil for Peace and Unity was held on the town green on January 

19, the eve of the Inauguration.  The Cheshire Interfaith Clergy, including our own 

Pastor Ken, participated with citizens in lighting candles, singing, and praying in this 

non-partisan event.  Dick Kelly took this picture on the cold, but beautiful evening.  

The event is livestreamed at firstcheshire.org. 

 

Submitted by Chris Driscoll 

   This month we step back from looking deep into a particular hymn and its origin and delve into the history of 

the hymnal book we sing from when in worship together (remember those days which seem so long ago, but 

will again return one day in the future!!!) Until then, let's get an appreciation for those hymnals we have used 

over the years in the Methodist Church!  

In a Sept. 18, 2013 article from the Discpleship Ministries The United Methodist Church article states: 

 

Methodist Hymnal Publishing: A Brief History 

Methodist Denominations 

➔  The Methodist Episcopal Church (MEC) was the dominant Methodist denomination following the 

establishment of the church in the USA by Wesley’s ordination of Coke and Asbury as bishops and 

sending them as superintendents of the church in the USA in 1784. 

➔  There were a number of Wesleyan German revival movements that arose in the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries that eventually joined or merged with the MEC or The Methodist Church (MC): 

United Brethren Church in Christ, German Reformed Church, Evangelical Association, United 

Evangelical Church, and the Evangelical United Brethren Church. 

➔  The Methodist Protestant Church (MPC) broke off from the MEC in 1828, retaining Wesleyan doctrine 

and worship but preferring a congregational rather than an episcopal form of governance. A majority of 

their congregations reunited with the Methodist Church in 1939. Those that did not retained their 

status as a separate denomination, of which there are about 42 churches today, mostly in the south. 

➔  The issue of slavery split the MEC with the founding of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South (MECS) 

in 1844. 

➔  Leading up to and shortly following the Civil War, three African American denominations were formed 

as they left the MECS. In 1816, the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AMEC) was founded in 

Philadelphia by Richard Allen, who was consecrated its first bishop. In 1821, the African Methodist 

Episcopal Zion Church was founded in New York City; and in 1870, the Christian Methodist Episcopal 

Church was organized with the full support of the MECS. All three remain independent Methodist 

denominations today. 

➔  In 1939, the MPC, MEC and MECS merged to form The Methodist Church. Some conservative MECS 

churches did not participate in the merger and in 1940 formed what is today The Southern Methodist 

Church. 

➔  In 1968 The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church merged to form The 

United Methodist Church. 
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Tune Books 

➔  There were a number of early Methodist tune books published that supported the singing of the 

words-only hymnals. Some of the prominent tune books were issued in 1821 (the first authorized 

tune book), 1843, 1844, 1848 and 1849. 

➔  In 1858, a companion tune book was issued for the 1849 MEC hymnal, which contained 1,148 

hymns. 

➔  The first hymnal with text and tunes for all hymns came from the MECS in 1860, but texts and tunes 

were in separate sections of the hymnal. 

 

Modern Hymnals 

➔  The 1878 MEC hymnal is considered the first modern-era hymnal, printing texts and tunes 

on the same page in four-part harmony, which set the format for succeeding hymnals. 

➔  In 1897, the United Evangelical Church (UEC) published its official hymnal complete with 

tunes. 

➔  By the turn of the twentieth century, it was clear the MEC and MECS were headed toward 

reunification with the settling of the slavery issue by the Civil War. Both denominations, still 

separate in 1905, jointly issued the Pan-Methodist Hymnal. 

➔  With the merger of all three denominations in preparation, the 1935 Methodist Hymnal was 

jointly prepared and issued by the MPC, MEC and MECS. While the body of hymns and some 

ritual were identical, each denomination’s publication retained some distinctive ritual. 

➔  The merger of MPC, MEC and MECS into The Methodist Church was completed in 1939, 

and the 1935 joint hymnals were revised so that all hymnals were now identical. 

➔  A new hymnal for The Methodist Church was issued in 1966 (The Methodist Hymnal). 

➔  In 1957 The Evangelical United Brethren Church published its official hymnal with hymns, 

music, psalter and ritual, replacing the 1897 UEC hymnal. 

➔  The 1966 Methodist Hymnal and the 1957 EUB hymnal were both recognized as official 

hymnals of The United Methodist Church (formed by merger in 1968) until the 1989 

publication of The United Methodist Hymnal. 

➔  The official Spanish language United Methodist Hymnal, Mil Voces Para Celebrar, was 

published in 1996. 

➔  The official Korean-English bilingual United Methodist Hymnal, Come, Let Us Worship, was 

published in 2001. 

➔ An official United Methodist Hymnal for Africana churches is anticipated for publication in 

2014. (Update on the United Methodist Hymnal for Africana churches: NASHVILLE, Tenn. 

April 7, 2015 /Discipleship Ministries/ – The Africana Hymnal Project, a multiyear effort to 

provide music and worship resources from African-American traditions and to identify and 

preserve the rich history of music forms born out of slavery, is now available for future 

generations of musicians and worship leaders. 
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    The project, a joint effort of Discipleship Ministries and the United Methodist Publishing 

House (UMPH) consists of a USB drive with 150 songs, an award winning documentary film 

chronicling the history of traditional music forms that are quickly disappearing from 

existence and a small-group study guide for exploring these music forms. 

 

 

 

 

So what hymnal do we use, you may ask… 

➔ We currently use the red hymnal which was published in 1989.   

 

The thinner black soft back book,  “The Faith We Sing”, published in 2001, is a supplement to the 1989 

United Methodist Hymnal. Like many recent hymnal supplements, the 284 songs included in the collection 

explore new hymnic territory: recently written hymn texts, praise & worship, non-western musics, gender 

neutral texts, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise be to God when we can again gather together in worship and song!  That’ll be the day and we’ll sing all 

the more loudly and joyfully as we will remember the days we missed that!  Lord give us patience until that 

time comes. Amen! 

 

Sources: 

“Africana Hymnal Project Preserves Rich Musical History”. Discipleship Ministries The United Methodist 

Church. April 7, 2015. www.umdiscipleship.org. 

“The Faith We Sing”. www.hymnary.org. 

“Methodist Hymnal Publishing”. Discipleship Ministries The United Methodist Church. Sept. 18, 2013. 

www.umdiscipleship.org. 

 

http://www.umdiscipleship.org/
http://www.umdiscipleship.org/
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What is your favorite place in all the world?   

Where would you go if you could travel anywhere right now? 
 

 

Penney Ondriezek 

 

I have a couple of countries that I enjoyed visiting. One of my favorites is Scotland. Joe and I rented a car and 

drove around the country. I especially enjoyed the beauty of the Scottish Highlands and the history of the country. 

I also enjoyed our trip to Iceland. We rented a camper van and camped with our son and daughter in law. The 

countryside is spectacular and the villages are quaint. We walked on a glacier, swam in a geothermal pool, and rode 

the famous Icelandic Horses. 

 

 

Ginny Ludwig 

 

I completely love northern Italy, but it has an unfair advantage.  I am half Italian, so I think I'm genetically 

predisposed!  I simply feel very comfortable with the customs, way of life, and of course, the food!  But a really 

close second choice is Ljubljana in Slovenia.  It's arty and traditional at the same time; beautiful and fun and very 

welcoming.  

 

 

Don Ludwig 

 

My favorite place to visit is Amsterdam because my sister, nieces and nephews all live there.  

 

 

Sergio Deganis 

 

Favorite Place to Travel to and why: Friuli-Venezia-Giulia, Italy. That’s where my parents are from. It is 40 

minutes to beautiful Adriatic beaches and 45 minutes to the Alps. We have friends and family there. It’s farm 

country; it’s historical; and It’s beautiful. The food is also good. I look forward to the end of travel restrictions so 

we can go again.  
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Jason Dioses 

I want to visit the Cliffs of Moher in Ireland because they look amazing. 

 
 

Carol Hotz 

 

My tastes and interests do change.  But my favorite place to wish/hope to visit is New Zealand, and that dream is 

based on a book I read long long ago (perhaps 65+ years).  I hardly remember the book except for the New Zealand 

setting.  So I've requested my library to save a copy.  Wonder if that long-ago magic will remain after another 

read.  
 
 

Jeff Clark 
 

Gems of the Baltic, June 20-July 4, 2004 

“White Night” in the lands about 60o latitude  

Our cruise/land tour began and ended in Copenhagen. Home of Hans Christian Anderson, the Little 

Mermaid, diverse architecture, 5 p.m. traffic jams of bicyclists returning home after work, canals, wind 

turbines in the harbor and links to sheltering Jews during WWII.  

On to Tallinn, Estonia. Old Town is a warren of narrow, steep streets and buildings dating back to the 13th 

century. On to St. Petersburg and Peterhof, the summer palace of czarina Catherine. Opulence inside and 

out – immaculate gardens, gilded fountains, gold dazzling in the sun; gigantic ballrooms, crystal, inlaid 

wood, and the amber room with walls decorated with amber stones ranging in color from white to green. 

Next stop Helsinki, Finland – more old buildings and a tribute to Sibelius. Stockholm, Sweden, a clean 

attractive city focused on its harbor and waterfront. Remnants of the VASA – a large ornately carved black 

oak vessel that sank in 20 minutes on its maiden voyage, Nobel Prize reception room. Then a short said 

to Visby, an island in the region of Gotland. City walls dating to the 12th century, a maze of streets build to 

confound attackers, flowers and window boxes everywhere, lunch in the ruins of a cathedral. 

We took a side trip by train to Berlin, Germany to visit the family of the exchange student we hosted for 3 

weeks 15 years previously. Enlightening to see “Check Point Charlie,” the remnants of the Berlin Wall and 

Brandenburg Gate. 

I’m a fan of architecture and history – this was a fabulous experience for me. 

 

Carolyn Kelly 

 

Although there are so many beautiful and interesting places in the world, I keep coming back to my 
memories of Yosemite National Park.  Living only about 150 miles from the park, I had the chance to visit it 
many times.  I recall lying on the valley floor, looking up at the massive granite cliffs while waiting for the fire 
falls to begin. Every summer night the rangers would burn logs at Glacier Point and then around 9 o'clock 
they would sweep the glowing embers over the precipice 3000 feet to the valley below.  It was 
stunning.  Hard to believe it actually took place when you consider fire-prone California today and of course 
they no longer do that. There are so many other qualities about the park that I remember and love.  After I 
met Dick, Yosemite is one of the first places we went together. 
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Pastor Ken 
 

Touchy subject.  Up until last year, our favorite place on God’s green earth was Lake George.  As a kid, I camped 

there, out on the islands, with my family for weeks and weeks.  We summered there long before “summer" was a 

verb.  Most of the funniest stories we tell at family gatherings these days are from these trips.   After Olivea was 

born, Karen and I tried to re-start that tradition.    It worked, too!  Until this past spring, when  the mom and pop 

motel that  we have stayed at for the last 20 + years suddenly went out of business.  Serendipitously, Karen and I 

happened to be driving by the place this spring, on the very last day it was “open” to the public.  We went in.  Bad 

idea.  It was so sad to see it empty and neglected and abandoned.  We have no idea how we might fill this 

void.  Sigh. 
 

Julianne Valerio 

 
My favorite place to travel to would definitely be Cape Cod. It was a place my family vacationed almost every 

summer growing up. When we drove over the bridge we loved having the windows down and taking in the salty 

air.  

We would plan vacations with family from Buffalo and get to spend time catching up with them. We would spend 

hours at the beach, on the hunt for shells and minnows, always leaving with a touch of sunburn and sandy 

feet. We would play board games, mini golf at Pirates Cove and end the day with ice cream! We couldn't leave the 

cape without stopping at Cuffy's of course and getting our annual t-shirts! 

 

One summer a few years ago when we were altogether, Mark surprised me one morning on the 

beach by proposing! 🥰We have so many happy memories there and we are looking forward to continuing the 

tradition with our family and all the memories to come.  
 

Chris Driscoll 

 
Favorite place to travel and why: Hmmmm...I haven’t been out of ‘the states’ except to our neighbors Canada and 

Mexico, but the most favorite place...the ocean. It reminds me of nature’s beauty- in the calm morning sunrise or 

colorful sunset- and how we as humans are a part of a larger picture here on earth. Respect- to respect the powers 

of nature. Learning- It’s a place to observe people relaxing and enjoying the company of others or nature. A place 

where people find calm, solace and healing. It’s a multi generational place to enjoy and discover another part of our 

natural world. 

Carolyn Hardin-Engelhardt 

 

Places to travel:  Anywhere in the world that I have not been before, even though we have been to a lot of 

places.  I need to get to Alaska and Hawaii to finish off the US.  I’d like to go to Estonia again because I have been 

there about 5 times, I still haven't seen all of this very small country but I keep going to every road.  Our daughter-

in-law is from there but they live in MA.  I also love to go to wildlife refuges all over the US and although I grew 

up in Arkansas, there is still a lot of tiny places I have not seen and there are lots of mountains, fossils, waterfalls, 

swamps, and history that I'd still like to see.  I've been to 76 countries and 48 states! 
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Erin Warner 

 

My favorite vacation (that i’ve been to) would be Cancun. I went with my family and met my cousins up 

there at a resort for a week. It was really pretty there and we got to see some historical stuff, do activities like 

ziplining, but also relax at the beach. One place I would want to go to that I haven’t been is Italy or Greece. I 

think both of those places are very pretty and have a lot of history behind them.   

 

Cynthia Decker 

 

I love to visit Italy.  My father was stationed there during WWll and told many stories about it. I have always 

found it to be welcoming and very historical. The food is also beyond compare. 

 

Jack Hanke 

 

I want to go to the UK next! 

 

Karen Kieffer 

 

My favorite place in all the world to visit is Norway. I have so many happy childhood memories of my 

grandmother on her potato farm in her home which was 250 years old. We picked berries and she made jam. 

She would ride her bike to the grocer to pick up milk, she was 80 at the time. We would eat oatmeal 

OUTSIDE in the morning with pajamas on. The sun stayed up all night and every walk one witnessed a 

beautiful view.  Car rides never lasted longer than an hour because we stopped and had a picnic of ice cream 

or chocolate. Everything was very formal and I learned to shake hands while curtsying.  I love the land, I 

love the people and I love the food, seafood was always fresh from the sea. My love for my family is mixed up 

with the country and they are melted into one.  I miss my family very much.  

 

 

Vanda O’Reilly 

My favorite place to travel is Italy for its wonderful citrus – Venice, Florence and Siena in particular – its 

history, architecture, stunning churches/cathedrals and incomparable artwork.  Scenery is captivating and 

the people charming and welcoming – but don’t touch the fruits or vegetables displayed in the markets.   

Domestically I love Sanibel Island, Florida for its quiet and warmth, the opportunity to walk on the beaches 

with their multitude of shells, the marvelous sunsets, the farmer’s market and the stimulating activities and 

programs offered by the island’s BIG ARTS organization.  I’m missing it now and hope to return in 2022. 
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Kaitlyn Heuser 

 

My favorite place to visit in the world is Hayesville, NC. We've visited there since I was young. My mom spent a 

good portion of her childhood growing up there and my grandparents' owned a lake house down there for awhile. 

Being there gives me the feeling of going "home" even though it was never my real home and it also reminds me of 

great childhood memories with my Poppop. (Italy was a close second.) 

 

Jeff Hanke 

 

Favorite place:  It’s a toss up.  I would say Ireland, but Scotland is a close second.  The people, culture, history and 

beauty of both places were so amazing.  Plus, I’ll never forget watching my sons competing in the Highland Games, 

having my first beer with Jack, watching Sam do an Irish dance up on stage and sharing all the sights and sounds 

with Tracy and Grace! 

 

Dick Kelly 

 
There is an island a few miles off the Maine coast called Vinalhaven that requires an hour and a half ferry 
boat ride. My mother was born there and although she and my grandparents moved to Massachusetts in 
the late 1930’s, the house has remained in our family and I have vacationed there almost every year no 
matter where I have lived. The peony plants by the front door are over 100 years old. Why do I return so 
regularly? It is quiet, peaceful, and friendly. Everyone is accepted and welcome to be involved in island life 
or be solitary if they choose. The permanent residents, 1200, will always wave when you pass them on the 
road; you will too. When you arrive your pulse drops and you go on “Island Time”!  

 

 

Sam Hanke 
 

My favorite places that I’ve been so far are Krakow for the history and Grand Cayman for the beaches.  Two very 

different places but I loved them both. 

 

Peg Edgar 

 
 I think I have enjoyed every place that our family visited over the years. When our children were growing up, 
we took several trips up and down the eastern part of the country and learned so much of our nation’s history 
and then after my husband and I retired we wanted to visit all fifty states and we were able to accomplish that 
and continued to learn much about our great land .We also toured many countries in Europe and again 
learned much about our world's culture and history. There is so much to learn and enjoy, it is difficult to name 
one particular place that would be called the favorite.  I think the answer to that question would be to keep 
aware and keep learning and be thankful that we are able to enjoy wherever we are. 
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Mary Helming 

 
My favorite trip was our church trip to Israel in 2019. It had been on my bucket list for a long time and I feel 
blessed to have seen many parts of Israel with my husband, son, and dear friends from CUMC. The trip was 
largely divided into staying at the Tiberias hotel on the edge of the Sea of Galilee and then staying at the 
Olive Tree Hotel (built on an ancient site) in Jerusalem. What a treasure it was to feel as though one was 
walking in the footsteps of Jesus! I will tell you about some of my highlights, although this is not all we 
experienced and saw by far. 
   Early on, we visited the site of Armageddon, and looked out over the plains where the battle may happen. 
We saw the rock, enshrined in an altar, where Jesus is said to have broken the two loaves of bread. We 
went to the hilltop where Jesus escaped from the crowd who wanted to hurt him. We wandered through the 
ruins of Capernaum, walking in the temple built above the temple where Jesus taught and seeing the site 
where Peter's mother was healed. A boat trip on a Jesus boat on the Sea of Galilee was a highlight of music 
and peace, seeing the shores Jesus must have seen. Most of us visited Masada, the last Jewish stronghold, 
and then dipped into the Dead Sea and floated. We traveled to the site of the Dead Sea Scrolls and saw the 
caves where they were found. We visited Bethlehem and Jericho in the West Bank, seeing the wilderness 
where Jesus was tempted and the Church of the Nativity, where Jesus was born. Powerful. We entered 
through the humble low gate into a massive ornate church, and then into the grotto where the manger was, 
marked by a beautiful star.  
   Many of the sites where Jesus performed miracles or spoke, are now enshrined in churches. It was 
amazing to see the grotto where Mary and her family lived in Nazareth, at the Church of the Annunciation. 
We visited the church at Cana and saw actual water jars similar to those which Jesus would have used for 
the water into wine miracle. We visited the small Church of the Beatitudes overlooking a beautiful garden. 
We saw the healing Pool of Bethsaida.  
    Entering into the Old City of Jerusalem was amazing, seeing the towering gates. Visiting the Wailing Wall 
representing the remaining original temple wall, was incredible, and although men and women were 
separated, we were able to touch this ancient wonder and stuff papers laden with our deepest prayers into 
the cracks. Everywhere we went, we were in a cultural immersion with Christians, Muslims, Greek Orthodox, 
Hasidic Jewish, more modern Israelis, and people from all over the world. Different languages and dress 
were observed. The food was amazing. It was beautiful and I felt very safe.  
    We traveled through the Via de la Rosa, the pathway Jesus took to the cross, now laden with shops and 
restaurants amidst the markers of the Stations of the Cross. This path ended in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, mostly believed to be the site of Jesus' tomb. We could touch the marble that covers the original 
site where Jesus laid in the tomb. We could almost touch the white-gray rock, through holes in the altar, 
where the Cross was said to have stood. Then, we visited the Garden Tomb which is in a lovely garden filled 
with flowers and trees, and stepped inside a tomb with areas where possibly our Lord was laid. While it is 
controversial, this garden is right across the street from Golgatha, the Skull, with visible eyes and nose in the 
rock face that is left. We had a solemn communion service there. We also visited the Church of all Nations at 
the Mt. of Olives, adjacent to the original Garden of Gethsemane, and we could touch the rock, imbedded in 
the altar, where Jesus is felt to have prayed. Nearby, the tombs of Mary, Joseph, and Mary's parents were in 
another building. One of my favorite experiences was being renewed in Baptism at the River Jordan. Pastor 
Ken accompanied us and the Bishop from New York traveling with us, immersed us in the cool water in our 
white gowns.  
    This is just a glimpse of what we saw, and we learned so much along the way. There is so much to see in 
Israel, and I would happily go back. Carl, Gregg and I went on to the side trip to Jordan for three days, 
driving where the Israelites wandered in the desert, with a knowledgeable Christian Arab guide. We visited 
ancient ruins back to Roman times, Amman, the Moses Church where Moses was allowed to look over the 
vista of the Promised Land as we did, and also Petra, the site of ancient civilizations with the famous 
Treasury building.  
    If you ever have a chance to go to Israel, especially if CUMC sponsors a trip, you would enjoy it so much. 
Pastor Ken was a wonderful guide, having been there before, and he prayed and told Gospel lessons at 
many of the sites. It was great to have him there shepherding us. Thank you, Pastor Ken.  
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Happy February Birthday to . . . 

 February Anniversaries 
 

9 Ned and Gerry Connelly 

 

2   Gerry Connelly 

3 Meredith Napolitano 

3   Eva Witkowski 

4 Hayden Wendt 

5 Ned Connelly 

5 Jennifer Meriam 

6 Matthew Cameron 

7 Sophia Iacono  

10 Jack Hanke  

11 Michael Bova 

12 Daniel Desmond 

13 Paul Bellagamba 

 

 

14 Laurie Bellagamba 

19 Mary Bogrette 

20 Xolani John 

21 Debbie Eckert 

22 Liam Moran 

23 Hunter Carey 
23 Mary Helming 

23 Zack Warner 

27 Sally LaRusso 

28 Tim Simmons 

28 Creighton Myers 

29 Reagan Napolitano 
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 March Anniversaries 
 

12 Daniel & Judy Clark 

22 Mark & Hui-chen DeVilbiss 

 

Happy March Birthday to . . . 

 

1 Christon Smith 

1 Dorie Prentice 

4 Betty Allen 

5 Caitlyn Desmond 

8 Jim Long 

11 William Chien 

11 Judy Clark 

12 Alec Madden 

13 Mason McLean 

13 Diane Huxley 

14 Ken Kieffer 

15 Chelsea Mongillo 

15 Cailin Rose 

15 Natalie Missakian 

15 Tom Russo 

 

 

 

 

16 Kim Erickson 

17 Sergio Deganis 

18 Mark DeVilbiss 

19 Len Mecca 

20      Sean Gilleylen 

25 George Engelhardt 

26 Shannon Cameron 

26 Andy DeBoer 

27 Ethan Shan 

27 Nathan Trumbo 

27 Dot Mattson 

28 Wendee Marini 

29 Hallie Lucht 


