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The Village Voice 
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A Thank You from Wadzie’s Parents  

As you know, Wadzie Chigumira finished her internship with Casertano Farms and recently 
left Cheshire to settle in Canada.  Conditions in her own country of Zimbabwe have made it 
necessary to locate elsewhere.   Her parents, Grace and Paul, are grateful for the love shown 
their daughter and express it as follows: 

“Paul and I are very grateful to Cheshire congregants for the nice time you shared with our daughter as 
well as the warm farewell.  May the good Lord bless you abundantly.   We hope and trust in our Good 
God that she will safely settle there.  Indeed, it is so difficult for us and we miss her so much but we just 
pray that our God will always be with us.  Thank you so much!  Stay blessed!”  

 

Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

 

A photo of Wadzie and her parents at her college graduation 
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Prayer Box Craftsman 
Have you taken a close up look at our new prayer box?  Crafted by Don Dupont, it is a stunning 
work of art.  Examining the box one Sunday, I was curious how someone acquires the skill to 
create such a beautiful piece.  Don recently filled me in on how he developed an interest in the 
art of woodworking. 
 

(cont. on next page) 
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Don volunteered to create a new prayer box at the end of 2018 when Ken was giving his normal 
explanation of the box concept to the congregation.  Don’s skill as a woodcrafter started long ago.  
“My father lit the candle when I was probably 10 years old when he bought a scroll saw that 
offered me the chance to cut shapes out of balsa wood while he crafted furniture for the family 
out of pallet wood,” states Don.  At the age of 18, Don worked for a few months at a 
woodworking shop and that experience fanned the flame further.  Don recalls, “The lead 
craftsman took me under his wing when he noticed my interest in the detail required to be a 
good woodworker.  Unfortunately, the shop went out of business, I went on to college, a career 
in business, and woodworking was forgotten about for over 30 years.”  
 
Flash forward to 2010 when a retired former employee came to visit Don, and during their 
discussion mentioned that he was doing some woodworking in his spare time.  “Like a bolt of 
lightning, the flame was re-lit!” Don recalls.  “That afternoon I visited a used tool shop, began 
buying homeowner grade equipment, moved into a bay of our garage and started down the path 
of what is now a daily obsession.”  Don has replaced that equipment and now works in what is 
“virtually a commercial grade woodworking shop.” 
 
Don relates that of course every woodworker makes the proverbial birdhouse which can be 
simple or extremely detailed.  From there you move forward.  Over the years, Don has created 
“wine racks, center islands, dining tables, bars, jewelry boxes, tool cabinets, side tables, signs, 
doors, chairs, lounges, futons, benches and so on.”  He adds, “There has also been home 
renovations, home construction and property development.” 
 
Our beautiful prayer box is made from “Cherry and Black Walnut with mitered corners and 
biscuit joints.  The stained glass cross came from a studio in St. Augustine, FL and was made by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph whose work has been commissioned all over the country, including a 
9/11 memorial in NYC,” states Don. 
 
It is easy to tell that Don considers woodworking something that feeds every part of him.  He 
relates, “The beauty of woodworking is the never ending challenge of learning….tools, materials, 
techniques, skills, imagination, math, art, limits, patience, determination, and every other 
descriptive term that animates a curious being.”  Let us be one of those curious beings. Take a 
close up look at Don’s creation.  Examine it, touch it, and thank God for this skilled and 
generous craftsman among us.      
         
 

Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 
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Jean Roeder recently celebrated her milestone 80th birthday.  Her 
daughters, Jenn and Jillian, provided the cake and 

decorations.  Congratulations and happy birthday, Jean! 
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Deb Bond was a competitive swimmer “back in the day.”  She was a long distance 
freestyle specialist and owned several West Haven High School records upon her 
graduation.

Mike Missakian likes to spend his free time fishing and boating.  He takes the boat 
and family to the Sound and rivers but favors Candlewood Lake in Danbury.  They 
catch sea bass, fluke, bluefish, and blackfish.  When asked what was everyone’s 
favorite to eat, it was unanimous - the blackfish.  The boys clean and cook the fish 
and Mike cleans the boat.  Sounds like a deal!

Jeff Hanke is an avid model railroader.  He is building a replica of the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad in his basement.  Do not ask the editor about this unless you want an 
earful 

Sergio Deganis is a huge soccer fan.  It doesn’t matter who is playing or when they 
are playing.  He will watch.  He used to play and coached his children for many 
years.  He ran the Cheshire Soccer Tournament for two years.  When pressed for a 
favorite team, he said Lester City (England) and his favorite player is Jamie Vardy.  
For American sports, he is a Buffalo Bills fan!

Joe Ondriezek grew up on a Wyoming ranch.  His family homesteaded on the land 
in 1909 and thus this year they are celebrating the 110th anniversary of being there.  
He said the best part of growing up there was being outside all the time in all its 
fullness.

Karen Kieffer dated Ken when she was still taller than him (and she’s only 5’2!)  
They went to his junior prom together and both of them wore sky blue.  
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Hmmm.  Is this Gemma and Avelina critiquing Pastor Ken's sermon 

recently at fellowship time?? Actually, we think it’s Ken just plain enjoying 

the company of our wonderful children as baby Seraphina looks on. 

 

On the next page you will see a poem Elaine Lau has submitted.  
This beautiful poem is by Maya Angelou.  Ask you yourself this:  
Which CONTINUE do you most see yourself in?  Which CONTINUE 

do you wish to see yourself in . . . ? 
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CONTINUE 

by Maya Angelou 

My wish for you 
Is that you continue 
 
Continue 
To be who and how you are 
To astonish a mean world 
With your acts of kindness 
 
Continue 
To allow humor to lighten the burden  
Of your tender heart 
 
Continue 
In a society dark with cruelty 
To let the people hear the grandeur 
Of God in the peals of your laughter 
 
Continue 
To let your eloquence 
Elevate the people to heights 
They had only imagined 
 
Continue 
To remind the people that  
Each is as good as the other 
And that no one is beneath  
Nor above you 
 
Continue 
To remember your own young years 
And look with favor upon the lost 
And the least and the lonely 
 
Continue 
To put the mantle of your protection  
Around the bodies of 
The young and defenseless 
 

Continue  
To take the hand of the despised 
And diseased and walk proudly with them 
In the high street 
Some might see you and  
Be encouraged to do likewise 
 
Continue 
To plant a public kiss of concern  
On the cheek of the sick 
And the aged and infirm 
And count that as a  
Natural action to be expected 
 
Continue 
To let gratitude be the pillow  
Upon which you kneel to 
Say your nightly prayer 
And let faith be the bridge 
You build to overcome evil 
 And welcome good 
 
Continue 
To ignore no vision 
Which comes to enlarge your range 
And increase you spirit 
 
Continue 
To dare to love deeply 
And risk everything 
For the good thing 
 
Continue  
To float 
Happily in the sea of infinite substance 
Which set aside riches for you  
Before you had a name 
 
Continue 
And by doing so  
You and your work 
Will be able to continue…..eternally 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

“February days are a marketing gimmick; love happens every day.” – Randeep Hooda 
 
“There is always in February some one day, at least, when one smells the yet distant, but 
surely coming, summer.” – Gertrude Jekyll 
 
“While it is February one can taste the full joys of anticipation.  Spring stands at the gate 
with her finger on the latch.” – Patience Strong 
 
“February the month of love?!! No wonder the shortest one in the calendar.” – Dinesh 
Kumar Biran 
 
“February is for curmudgeons, whinge-bags, and misanthropes.  You can’t begrudge us one 
month of the year or blame us for being even crabbier, it’s so short.  There is nothing good 
about it, which is why it’s so great.” – Lionel Shriver 
 
“Even though February was the shortest month of the year, sometimes it seemed like the 
longest.” – J.D. Robb 
 
“The February sunshine steeps your boughs and tints the buds and swells the leaves within.” 
– William C. Bryant 
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 Fascinating February Facts  
 

According to tradition, the Roman emperor Augustus took one day away from 
February and added it to the month named after him, August. 

We are getting ready to celebrate: 

Black History Month 

Bird feeding month 

Grapefruit Month 

Pancake Week 

Carrot Cake Day – Feb. 3rd – what a great day . . . 

Read in the Bathtub Day – Feb. 9th 

 



 

 

 

 

February Anniversaries 
 

9  Ned and Gerry Connelly 

14 Laurie Bellagamba 
19 Mary Bogrette 
21 Debbie Eckert 
22 Liam Moran 
23 Hunter Carey 
23 Mary Helming 
23 Zach Warner 
27 Sally LaRusso 
28 Tim Simmons 
28 Creighton Myers 
29 Reagan Napolitano 

 

 
 

Happy February Birthday to . . . 

 
2   Gerry Connelly 
3 Meredith Napolitano 
3   Eva Witkowski 
5 Ned Connelly 
5 Jennifer Meriam 
6 Matthew Cameron 
7 Sophia Iacono  
10 Jack Hanke  
11 Michael Bova 
12 Daniel Desmond 
13 Paul Bellagamba 
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“Every year on your birthday, you get a chance to start new.” 
- Sammy Hagar 

Chains do not hold a marriage together.  It is threads, hundreds of tiny 
threads, which sew people together through the years.” – Simone Signoret 
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