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The Village Voice 

 

On the next several pages, you will get a little peek into many folks’ 

Christmases past.  Thank you to everyone who gave us a little glimpse into 

how they celebrate the Christmas season. 

Photo from Andy DeBoer’s Chistmases years ago 
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The Village Voice crew sent out an email a few weeks ago asking for folks to respond 
 to one or all of the questions below.   

What is a favorite memory from Christmases past?   

    What is a favorite Christmas tradition for your family?   

                What is a favorite Christmas dish you always have on your Christmas table?   

 

~ from Marge Jordan 

One of my most loved Christmas traditions was to make special ❤ cookies with my three daughters. My 

youngest daughter, Arleen, at a year old would be sitting in her highchair and happily playing with the ball of 

cookie dough. Denise, about three and a half, was able to decorate the cut out cookies a little easier and add 

some sparkly sprinkles. Lorraine, my oldest, was then eight years old and really into some fancy decorating, Of 

course, she helped her sisters with some instructions of her own. Our most adorable cat, Daisy, who just loved 

the sweet taste of cookie dough, while sitting on the bench, would daintly take some dough with her paw to eat. 

We all laughed with glee to see her antics. What joyful memories 

they were to treasure forever. 

 

 

~ from Sharon Coyner 
 

When I was a kid, the Christmas tree was decorated at the end of Advent on December 24 and stayed up 

through most of the Sundays after Epiphany, i.e., none of this commercial acceleration of the Christmas season 

that started just after Thanksgiving and abruptly ended the day after the gift giving. My family sent out 

Christmas cards that delighted our recipients, as our address was 1225 Evergreen Road, the "Christmas tree 

address". December 25 was a huge celebration: my parents' Anniversary, my father's Birthday, and Christmas 

all at the same time: ABC day! (Incidentally, growing up in Delaware, I have a fond memory of my dad picking 

me up from college in early November 1972 so I could vote for the first time at age 21, the same year many 

others were first able to vote at age 18. I was very excited to vote for the 29-year-old candidate for Senate 

named...Joe Biden.)  
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~from Chris Driscoll 

A favorite tradition we have with our family, now that the kids are older and on their own, is that we all take 

turns hosting Christmas for the family at our homes.  We have had Christmases in Connecticut, Michigan, 

Nebraska, Colorado.  Though we will be in CT apart from our kids this December we look forward to 2021 

December when we will be celebrating Christmas in New Mexico! Whomever’s house we visit a Christmas 

meal is planned by the host and the rest of the family compliments the main dish with a recipe they like 

making.  We all prepare the meal together and it makes eating it even more special! Also, attending Christmas 

Eve service together. 

Christmas pasts:  December 2016 in Michigan: Joe and I visited my dad at a memory care facility where he 

resided.  Dad was pretty affected by dementia and far away from being himself in the world but when with 

him during a carol sing at the facility he mouthed out all the words to the carols we were singing—- it was a 
gift in so many ways! 

 Favorite recipes: Some passed on cookie recipes from grandmothers: raisin filled cookies and pecan tartlets; 
Swedish meatballs. All are a labor of love to make.  

 

 
~ from Cynthia Decker 

 

 A favorite tradition in our family when the boys were younger was cutting down the tree and then going out 

for hot cocoa 

 

I was brought up in Brooklyn in a 3 family house.  My grandparents and my aunt, uncle and cousin are the 

other occupants. On Christmas we all had our family openings in the early AM and by about 11 we all 

migrated to my grandparents living room for the "Grand Opening."  Each person got a present for everyone. 

My cousin, sister and I shopped carefully each year to be sure our dollar presents were perfect. After this 

opening the meal preparations began.  By late evening my uncle and Aunt from Queens would visit with more 

presents. Christmas was a full day of celebration and family. 

 

Our family we have always had Mince tarts as my father was from England.  Early in our lives this was not a 

treat but now it is the dessert that everyone flocks to.  I guess it is an acquired taste but all my sons are now 

fans. 

 

~ from Dawn Deganis 

Every Christmas 

morning, we have my breakfast casserole. I have made this dish in the past for the choir when we had a 
breakfast between the two services. Eggs, bread, cheese, bacon and ham usually please everyone! I 

make it 3 times a year- Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
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~ from Susan and Kevin Warner 
 
Favorite Christmas memory: 
Susan : 
My favorite memory as a child was putting out cookies & milk for Santa and carrots for the reindeer .  
I was always thrilled to see Santa took the time to eat my snack .  Later it made sense that my Dad’s favorite 
cookie was the same as Santa’s. 

 
Kevin: 
My family always made “ebelskivers“ ( danish dessert) after midnight service.  The eldest would be in charge 
of frying them up while wearing a Christmas apron .  
 
Christmas tradition:  
Kevin always makes a variety of cookies from his mother’s recipes. (He lets me help sometimes) 

She passed before we met, but through this yearly tradition I feel like she’s with us. 

 
We enjoy going to Christmas Eve service as a family. We’ve been able to enjoy many services in all the 

different states we’ve lived.  

 
Christmas dish: 

Zack always requests that I make Baked Pineapple.  

Kevin likes mashed potatoes. 
Erin says she only likes the rolls! 

 Merry CHRISTmas to all !!! 

 

 ~ from Erin Warner 
 

One of my favorite christmas traditions is when we go to Ohio to see our family. On Christmas Eve we go to 

a church service and then meet up with ALL the family at my dads cousins house. This is one of the first 

traditions I think of when i think of Christmas. 

 

Some of my favorite Christmas memories are my family going to the Rockettes Christmas Spectacular shows 

in NYC. We've been 3 or 4 times and each time has been so much fun after a day walking around the city 

during Christmas time!  

 
 

 

~ from Julie Deganis Valerio 
 

One of my favorite Christmas/Holiday dishes is my mom's breakfast casserole, always a big hit and the first to 

be devoured! 
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~ from Andy DeBoer 
 

From a very young age I always remember SNOW on our Christmas tree. (See the cover picture!!)  The tree 

was always put together after my sister and I were in bed on Christmas eve. After Gail and I were married we 

did the same as our girls were growing up. This was always a favorite memory / tradition to wake up on 

Christmas morning and watch our girls develop that same favorite memory. 

 

~ from Ginny Ludwig 
 

Favorite Christmas tradition - 

1. Everyone has to wear colorful Christmas socks, from two different pairs is best.  Then we all stand in a circle 

(sometimes there are 7 of us, sometimes only 4) and take a "family photo" looking down at just our feet. 

 

2. There is "the box, " a small gift box that was re-used every year for so many years it became the actual 

present!  If you get the box, you have to wrap it and pass it on to someone else the next year.  You can fill it 

with a present, a joke or nothing at all.  It's best if you creatively disguise it so no one knows which one it is or 

who will get it.  The box is over 30 years old, held together by lots of laughs and tape. 

 

Favorite food - 

1. Absolutely baked stuffed clams.  It is a family recipe developed by my grandfather at the family restaurant. 

 

2.  Anchovy paste.  Enough said. 

 

~ from Cindy Russo 
 

What is a favorite memory from Christmases past? 

The best Christmas for me was when Tiffany was born. She was supposed to be born in February of the 
following year but decided to come early in December.  So on Dec 23rd 1988 she arrived unexpectedly. And 
although she and I spent Christmas that year in the hospital in intensive care it was a miracle Christmas Tom 
and I will never forget 
 

What is a favorite Christmas tradition for your family? 

Christmas Eve at my parents home was always a favorite for the whole family, including extended family and 
friends  (those we, especially my parents. knew who did not have a family to spend Christmas with)..  We 
would all go to church taking in the special meaning of the lighting of the candles and singing Silent 
Night  We would then gather at my parents house to celebrate together.   
 

What is a favorite Christmas dish you always have on your Christmas table? 

As my mother's side of the family is Scandinavian she would also ways prepare a Swedish smorgasbord.  Over 
time it was modified to include special dishes of new family members who were of a different 
nationality.  Inclusion was important to my parents and continues to be important to our family. 
 

Of all the foods my mother's Swedish meatballs were the favorite of all! 
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~ from Elizabeth Thomas 

 
What is a favorite memory from Christmases past? 
 
I joined my husband in the USA in May of 1977. Then Celebrating the first Christmas with my husband in  

U S A was a very fascinating experience.  Cutting down the real Christmas tree from a Christmas tree farm, 

bringing it home and decorating it with all kinds of fancy, colorful, Glittering, glassy ornaments of all types 

and shapes. That decorated tree stayed almost a month before we took it down.  

Christmas celebration was very different from this where I was growing up.  But now everything changed 
there and it’s almost like here.  

 What is a favorite Christmas tradition for your family? 
 

Waiting for the midnight service on 24th night. My siblings, parents and neighbors all together go to church 

close to midnight.  Halfway thru the service everyone gather around a huge fire pit outside, burn all the 

dried palm leaves from the hosanna celebration of that year And sing and pray around the fire. For us it was 

so cold, around 60 degrees could be. Then it would be very early morning and after coming home, We would 

have the special breakfast, delicacy of the day.  

 What is a favorite Christmas dish you always have on your Christmas table? 
 

Traditional Breakfast is called “Appam and Curry and fruit cakes and biscuits.  

Appam is almost like pancake made from the batter of Rice Flour, coconut milk, yeast, sugar etc mixed 

together and leavened overnight.  Curry would be Chicken stew made of chicken and vegetables cooked in 

coconut milk and home made curry powder (mixed spices like turmeric, cumin, Fennel seeds, cloves, 

cardamom, ginger, garlic , hot pepper etc)  and lots of onions.  All cooked in clay pot.  

Then evening dinner will be “Biriyani”.   Fruit cake was my favorite item.  

 ~ from Jeff Hanke 

What is a favorite memory from Christmases past?  I would say all of them when our kids were 
smaller.  It was the best time for Tracy and I to see the pure joy on their faces as they opened their 

gifts under the tree. 

What is a favorite Christmas tradition for your family?  Cooking and decorating sugar cookies from my 
Grandma’s recipe.  It’s a great family affair and done in all sorts of shapes (stars, bells, angels, trees, 

wreaths, Santa, trains, etc) 

What is a favorite Christmas dish you always have on your Christmas table?  The same frosted sugar 
cookies from above! 
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~ from Claire Strand 

My favorite Christmas memory is really recent. Colin my grandson spent last Christmas with us and was so 

much fun. 

My favorite tradition was Santa's leaving an ornament with names and year for the kids. 

My favorite dish is corn pudding casserole. 

Hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday. 
 

~ from Sally LaRusso 

A tradition in our family that all 5 of us love is cookie day.  It started when Patricia was little and we were living 

in Virginia.  One day in December our family stays home all day and we make sugar cookies and decorate 

them.  We watch a Christmas movie in the evening.  Of course, we have had to modify in the last few years.  It is 

nearly impossible to get our schedules to line up for a full day.  Sometimes now it might be just an afternoon  but 

the kids never let me forget it.  And of course, on the day one of them always gets mad about something.  It's a 

tradition lol. 

My favorite memory from my past is Elvis Presley Christmas Carols.  I always think of my father when I hear 

them.  He loved Elvis. 

Chris always makes his Crispy Chicken on Christmas Eve before or after Church. It is one meal our family all 

loves. 

~from Mary Boruch 

Favorite Memory: 

My favorite memory was the Family drive at night to see all of the houses decorated in different neighborhoods. 

We had a Thermos of hot chocolate for the "trip".   

 

Favorite Tradition: 

My favorite tradition was visiting my paternal grandparents. Two long metal folding tables were set up in the 

living room for everyone to sit at. The Christmas village was set up under the tree with the snap together 

church, post office, village houses and yes, years later the "Golden Arches" was added. Who knew that 

McDonalds would be part of Christmas! There was also the locomotive train set that puffed real smoke and had a 

control box with a whistle switch and a driver switch. 

 

Favorite Dish: 

Back to grandma. Her "from scratch" cookies were always on the table. Thumb prints, Pizzelle, Chruscikis, 

chocolate chip, chocolate nut. So many! And everyone had a Christmas tin of cookies to take home. 

 

I think if I were asked next year to look back on this year it would be Zoom dinners, Harry and David deliveries 

and just unbounded gratitude that we made it through the pandemic. My, how times have changed. But we are 

adaptable, strong and we will survive. :-) 

 
 
 

 



; 

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church Volume 19, December 2020/January 2021 

8 

~ from Sandhya Desmond 

Celebrating Christmas in OUR home for Daniel's first Christmas!  

Hiding a Christmas pickle somewhere on the Christmas tree.  The first child to find it receives a small 
prize.  

 

Baked ham with brown sugar glaze 

 

~ from Mark Gilleylen 
What is a favorite memory from Christmases past?  

 

          Watching the excitement in my granddaughters when they open their gifts. 

 

What is a favorite Christmas tradition for your family?   

          Watching White Christmas and It’s a Wonderful Life with Jessica and Sean 

 

What is a favorite Christmas dish you always have on your Christmas table?  

 

          Lasagna 

 

~ from Ken Kieffer 

Favorite memory - strolling up the luminary-lined walkway to my favorite aunt’s church for the midnight mass 

on Christmas Eve 

 
Favorite tradition - Spending Christmas Eve with one side of our family and Christmas Day with the other.   

 

Favorite dish - Karen prepares something different each year.  They’re all my favorites! 

 

 

~ from Kaitlin Heuser 

 

1. My favorite Christmas memory growing up was the year I got my kitten, Holly. She came in Christmas Eve 

because Santa couldn't fly all night with a tiny kitten. Christmas memories are getting even better now with 

watching my children. 

 

2. One of our traditions when we are with my family is opening gifts one at a time. The youngest person goes 

first and we go through one by one in age order. I remember being little and deciding what you would open next 

was a big deal! With Justin's family, we do Christmas Eve big and that is always a lot of fun and good food! 

 

3. My favorite Christmas dish is "Limas and Peas." Probably not everyone's first choice, but my mom has got it 

going on in the kitchen.  
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~ from Carolyn and Dick Kelly 

1.  (Carolyn) When I was 8 years old, my twin brother broke his femur playing with the neighborhood kids. He 

was in traction in the hospital for a month and then in a cast for two months from his armpits down to his ankle 

on one leg and to his knee on the other with a bar in between so my dad could carry him. He was in the hospital 

when Christmas arrived and so he could not spend it with my parents, sister and me. It was kind of a sad 

Christmas and as I look at pictures of that day, he is noticeably absent. All ended well, though, and his leg is fine 

to this day.  

 

2.  (Dick)  Santa came to our house every year in the evening on Christmas Eve----he really did and it was not a 

dressed up family member! 

The town where I grew up, Bedford, MA with a population of about 15,000, had a town wide program that 

ensured that any parent who dropped off a gift for children in the household in the weeks preceding Christmas, 

including guests, would be visited by Santa. He would come through the yard, up the front steps, into the home, 

greet every child by name and give each their gift. He even carried extra gifts in case a visiting child 

unexpectedly appeared.  

This was long before computers to maintain data bases and assist with scheduling and logistics. Every vehicle 

had a driver, gift manager, and Santa. The whole town was covered in about 2 hours so your Santa (my Dad) was 

home by 8PM.  

As an older teen, I would drop off my younger sister's gift, and was amazed at all the Moms working and sorting 

in the days leading up to the event. I was even more struck by all those volunteers, including older teens, who 

participated on Christmas Eve. Station wagons full of Santa teams heading in every direction with spares in 

reserve. 

 

 The program continues! Google Bedford Community Santa Program. 

 

~ from Renee Poet 

Memory: My parents had a Nativity scene they bought their first Christmas  

together at Woolworth's for $1.98 in 1943. Every year they would take out the small  storage box, unwrap the 

treasured pieces, and display it prominently.  They had 67 Christmases together. I now have it and continue to  

 

Tradition:  My parents started their  

first Christmas with one special pillar type candle and lit it on Christmas Eve  

in a small family ceremony. When it melted down, there would be a new one, but  

my father would always melt wax from the old one to drip on the new one so that  

there was always some old mingled with the new.   

 

Favorite Christmas dish: Dobos Torte, a 7-layered thin sliced sponge cake filled with chocolate buttercream and 

topped with caramel. We had it only at Christmastime. 
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~ from Penney Ondriezek 

I fondly remember the silver aluminum artificial Christmas tree that we had when I was a child.  It had a 

color wheel that when it was turned on, it would make the tree change colors from red to green.  Since I was 

allergic to “real” Christmas trees, we had to have an artificial one.  We also had a special Nesco cooker that we 

cooked our turkey in.  Oh, the wonderful smells that came out of that cooker.   Joe and I found a cooker at an 

estate sale back in the mid-80’s and it is still used each Thanksgiving and Christmas to cook our turkeys.   

What is a favorite Christmas tradition for your family?   

When our children were small, I started a lighted Christmas Village that we would set up on our baby grand 

piano.  Each year I would add a building or accessory.  I still put up the little village each year.   We also had 

as a family tradition that each family member would take turns being “santa” each year and would hand out 

the presents under the tree.  Then each person would get to open a present.  We all would sit and watch as 

each present was opened one at a time.   

What is a favorite Christmas dish you always have on your Christmas table?   

Our family always has cornbread dressing (it’s a southern thing) and giblet gravy.  Just isn’t Christmas 

without it.  Also, had to have a special Christmas breakfast egg casserole as well.  Of course, always had to 

have a homemade pecan pie, pumpkin pie and chocolate pudding pie. 

 

~ from Mara Weed 

A favorite Christmas memory. 

Growing up, our family was the one that moved away.   When my dad went to Emory to work on his PhD, 

we left grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins in West Tennessee and West Kentucky.  So, our visits at 

Christmas were always anticipated with fun of being with family! 

 

When my McSwain grandparents still lived in Memphis, our tradition was that on Christmas Eve we had 

dinner at their house with my dad’s two sisters’ families.  Granddaddy would take us for a walk around the 

block, and Santa would leave one present at their house early.  I remember with joy those walks, and that 

Granddaddy would jingle the coins in his pocket, and say, “Did you hear that, it was Santa’s bells.”  We, of 

course, were in a hurry to get back to their house to find what gift we had.   

 

But, the real fun was across town where our Hare cousins (who are our ages) arrived after the Christmas Eve 

service at their church.  We could NOT settle down to get to sleep—the three boys in one room, and DeAnne 

and I in another (two younger ones joined later).  To hear our parents tell it,  Christmas morning came pretty 

soon after they got the toys all put together.  Because we had a big Christmas dinner coming later in the day, 

our breakfast was Sara Lee Coffee Cake.  Then the day was spent playing with whatever we got, and enjoying 

time together. A “formal” Christmas dinner (many recipes that I still use) was had that evening, and more 

presents from our Mimi, aunts and uncles.   

 

It was a great way to grow up, with the full understanding of family love.  

Mara 
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~ from Diane Gaborc 
 

My favorite memories are all from childhood.  It is tough to pick one, but the top 3:  

 

Having my Kindergarten friend Jill come over to help decorate the Christmas tree.  Why is this a special memory?  

Well, those of you who know a bit about my spiritual journey are aware I was not formally raised in a specific 

religion, but informally as a Protestant (in fact George Engelhardt baptized me when I was 36 yrs old).  Well, Jill 

was Jewish.  As I reflect on this, my friendship and this tradition, among other things, helped both Jill and I 

develop an appreciation for and tolerance of differing religious beliefs, customs and practices.   

 

On Christmas Eve helping Mom bake dozens and dozens of Hungarian Kiffles (small flakey pastries filled with 

apricot or prune lekvar or a walnut/raisin mixture).  On Christmas Day we would enjoy then with breakfast, later 

deliver trays of them to neighbors which was a fun way to find out what Santa brought to some of my friends, and 

of course we enjoyed more for dessert after dinner. 

 

On Christmas morning there was of course the excitement of waking up to see what Santa mysteriously placed 

under the tree (we didn’t have a chimney for him to come down, so I guess my parents left a door unlocked to help 

him out).  But, that excitement was always shared with my parent’s best friends “Aunt” Grace and “Uncle” Ed who 

drove over to our house from a neighboring town managing to arrive before I woke up.  They were a very special 

part of how the day started.  After breakfast they would head home to begin preparations for the afternoon and 

evening gathering we would have at their home with members of their family. 

  

My favorite traditions were from my childhood, spent with my adopted family as none of my small group of blood-

relatives lived on Long Island where I grew up.  Like many, my traditions have morphed over time.  What hasn’t 

changed is celebrating Christmas with my adopted family from “Aunt” Grace and “Uncle” Ed through Ed’s 

daughter from his first marriage, Connie.  Today Connie, her two oldest children and their families, all live in 

Colchester, VT outside of Burlington.  Since my Dad passed in 2010 I have driven up to VT and spent Christmas 

with them.  This year due to Covid-19 I will be staying home; it is breaking my heart to know I will be alone, but 

thanks to the blessing of Zoom I will at some point check in with them all.  We all of course pray that in 2021 we 

will be able to celebrate in person. 

 

A big favorite in VT is the “Barden Family Christmas Drink”, an adult beverage that Connie’s son-in-law Tim 

Barden makes – a secret family recipe handed down to him by his mother.  I’m not sure of the exact contents, but 

what I do know is Tim cooks up a mixture of cranberry juice, sugar, and mulling-type spices, then freezes it.  

When it is time to enjoy a glass of this yummy seasonal beverage Tim chops up the frozen mixture, places it in 

large glasses, adds ginger ale, and tops it off with the adult component - a generous shot of spiced rum!  In normal 

years, I stay with Connie’s daughter Jen and Tim.  I usually drive up on Dec 23rd and arrive around 4:00 pm.  By 

5:00 pm Tim is usually serving up what will be the first of many rounds of this festive drink and we take a moment 

to raise our glasses in memory of loved ones no longer with us in this life! 

 

What it truly special is the tablecloth on Jen’s dining room table.  When my “Aunt” Grace (Jen’s step-grandmother) 

died in FL right after we greeted in the year 2011, Jen helped clear out her house.  She came across a poinsettia 

table cloth with red pom-pom fringe that she decided to keep because it was just like the one her parents had when 

she was growing up.  At the time Jen had no idea about its history.  Roll the tape forward to Christmas 2011 and I 

see the table cloth on the table.  I was so surprised!  Turns out she had no idea that my mother made 3 of those 

table cloths in the early 1960’s – one for the Gaborc table, one for Connie’s family table, and the one she gave to 

her best friend Grace which now adorns our family table again!  It is very special and reminds us that Grace and 

my Mom are still with us in spirit. 
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Christmas Past 

 

When I was a child (was I ever a child?), Christmas was spent at the home of my 

aunt and uncle.  Everyone gathered on Christmas Eve for dinner and the night.  

There were at least 10 of us.  Six kids, parents and grandparents. 

After dinner we hung our stockings, listened to the Night Before Christmas and 

went up to bed.  There were cots everywhere so everyone had a bed. 

Sometime during the night my Grandmother went down the stairs to put the turkey 

in the oven. When we got up in the morning we could smell it and it sure smelled 

good.  In the morning we hounded our grandmother to find out if Santa Claus had 

come.  She had gone down stairs during the night so surely she knew.  But she 

would not say a word.  She would not spoil the surprise. 

Al of us would stand at the top of the stairs waiting for the OK. 

Christmas was such a magical time.  We all remember it well. 
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In this day when most young adults do not prioritize faith in their lives, it is refreshing to know a 

family who does.  Kaitlin, Justin, Lilah, and Luke Heuser are such a family. Most of us know 

them as an active presence at CUMC.  We’ve asked Kaitlin to respond to questions about her 

perspective on raising a family with a religious focus and how she has handled Covid with young 

children. 

 

 

Tell us a little about the ministerial history of your family members.  What religious traditions 

do you practice when you all get together? 

 

We have a lot of family involved in the ministry! My uncle, grandfather, great grandfather and 

great-great grandfather are (or were) all ministers. In addition to that, we have extended family 

members involved. When we are ALL together (family reunions - cousins, aunts, uncles, etc.) we 

sometimes have our own family worship. For our smaller gatherings, we always go to church 

together and pray before meals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

 

A Conversation with Kaitlin Weed Heuser 

This is my great-great grandfather, 

Larkin Columbus DeShazo, and his 

horse Black Hawk.  Larkin was 

born in 1841 and died in 1929.  He 

was a circuit rider Methodist 

preacher in West Tennessee and 

North Mississippi.  Two of his sons, 

one being my grandfather, became 

ministers as well. 
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What do you remember about growing up in Cheshire United Methodist Church? 

 

I always remember growing up in CUMC fondly. We had a great and large group of children in 

the church. We all had such a great bond. I remember late elementary school through middle 

school being especially fun. We had great Sunday School, Youth Group and Confirmation 

leaders. We were always doing some fun activity. 

 

 

 

Many young adults, raised in the church, do not continue to worship/participate as active 

members.  Why do you think that is and why do you choose to continue your involvement at 

CUMC? 

 

I have really spent time thinking about why more people didn't stay involved in the church. I 

think once we got into high school, we were all involved in so many different activities that it 

was hard to keep up with everything. Generally speaking, the act of practicing religion, as a 

whole, is not as important to people as it used to be. It seems to be across the board, not just in 

relation to Christianity. 

 

For me, I made an active decision to keep my faith a priority. I think that some of my family 

history may have helped with that decision. It is also important to me that my children also 

understand the importance of faith and family history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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How has COVID affected your children?  What questions do they ask about it?  How do you 

reassure them? 

 

Covid times have been interesting as a parent! I would say the way that it has affected Lilah (5) 

most, as she just started kindergarten and is at an age where she understands more.  We 

certainly never imagined her starting school under these conditions, but as it turns out, she is 

much more adaptable than we are. She has done great with mask wearing. Lilah would like to 

know how long it will last and why we can't do certain things at times, but we've just tried to 

reassure her that all the adults are working together to keep everyone safe from the germs. Luke 

(3) hasn't had to change his life too much, but he really loves saying, "coronavirus."  

 

These photos are of Kaitlin’s uncle and godfather, Rev. Hal McSwain, 

baptizing Luke and Lilah at CUMC. The purple stole he is wearing was 

her grandfather's, Rev. Harold McSwain. 
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A late addition to the “Virtual Blessing of the Animals” 

Carla Reagan sent in photos of her two cats and her brother’s dog. 

”When my two cats aren’t relaxing, they actually have wrestling matches on 

the living room rug.  When my brother’s dog Finnin comes over, they hide 

under the bed, peeking out!” 
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  (continued on next page) 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night 
Words: Joseph Mohr, 1818, alt.; sts. 1,2,3 trans. by John F. Young; St. 4 trans. Anon. 

(Lk. 2:6-20) 

Music:  Franz Gruber, 1818 

 

1 Silent night, holy night! all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar; Heav'nly hosts sing "alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!" 

 
3 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

4 Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;  

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
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Salzburg 

Imagine yourself in Salzburg, in the early 1800’s: 

From the website: Stille Nacht - SalzburgerLand Tourismus GmbH in cooperation with Tirol 

Werbung GmbH, Oberösterreich Tourismus GmbH and Tourismus Salzburg GmbH: 

 

   The entirety of Europe was in a state of dramatic transition. Political upheavals, wars 

and economic hardships bled and traumatized the peoples of the Archbishopric of 

Salzburg, the Habsburg Monarchy and Bavaria for decades. Napoleon had 

disempowered, looted and set fire to entire stretches of land through a series of wars 

and military campaigns. Additionally, a natural catastrophe with dire consequences 

came to haunt Europe in the years 1816: Crop failures, debts and a “Year Without a 

Summer” due to the prior Tambora volcano eruption on the island of Sumbawa, 

Indonesia led to hunger and even more hardship.  

   Against this backdrop, Joseph Mohr composed his 6 verse poem “Silent Night” in 

1816. On Christmas 1818, he passed the lyrics to Franz Xaver Gruber, who added a 

melody. The result was a Christmas message filled with hope and solace.” 

 

  (continued on next page) 
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Howard Culbertson, emeritus professor of missions and world evangelism, Southern 

Nazarene University, following visits to sites of Salzburg:  

 

   “In 1818, a roving band of actors was performing in towns throughout the Austrian 

Alps. On December 23 they arrived at Oberndorf, a village near Salzburg where they 

were to re-enact the story of Christ's birth in the small Church of St. Nicholas. 

Unfortunately, the St. Nicholas' church organ wasn't working and would not be repaired 

before Christmas. Because the church organ was out of commission, the actors 

presented their Christmas drama in a private home. That Christmas presentation put 

assistant pastor Josef Mohr in a meditative mood. Instead of walking straight to his 

house that night, Mohr took a longer way home. The longer path took him up over a hill 

overlooking the village. 

   From that hilltop, Mohr looked down on the peaceful snow-covered village. Reveling in 

majestic silence of the wintry night, Mohr gazed down at the Christmas-card like scene. 

His thoughts about the Christmas play he had just seen made him remember a poem 

he had written a couple of years before which was about the night when angels 

announced the birth of the long-awaited Messiah to shepherds on a hillside. 

   Mohr decided those words might make a good carol for his congregation the following 

evening at their Christmas Eve service. So, the next day Mohr went to see the church 

organist, Franz Xaver Gruber to come up with a melody which could be sung with a 

guitar. By that evening, Gruber had managed to compose a musical setting for the 

poem. They now had a Christmas carol that could be sung without that organ.” 

 

Susan Lewis, arts and culture reporter for WRTI FM 90.1 writes:  

   “An organ builder and repair man working at the church took a copy of the six-verse 

song to his home village. There, it was picked up and spread by two families of 

traveling folk singers, who performed around northern Europe. In 1834, the Strasser 

family performed it for the King of Prussia. In 1839, the Rainer family of singers 

debuted the carol outside Trinity Church in New York City.  

   The composition evolved, and was translated into over 300 languages with many 

different arrangements for various voices and ensembles. It was sung in churches, in 

town squares, even on the battlefield during World War I, when, during a temporary 

truce on Christmas Eve, soldiers sang it simultaneously in French, German and 

English. [World War I Christmas Truce] 

 

  (continued on next page) 
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Michael E. Ruane, general assignment reporter for the Washington Post:  

“The carol was translated into English in the 1850s by an Episcopal priest at Trinity, 

John Freeman Young. He published it in a book of Christmas carols in 1859.” 
 

For more information about the 6 verse poem, upcoming “Silent Night” Events, or more history please see 

the website: https://www.stillenacht.com/en/ 

 

 

Sources:            
Culbertson, Howard. “The story behind the classic Christmas Carol ‘Silent Night’”. 

http://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/silent.htm 

 

“Europe in Crisis”. Silent Night.  Stille Nacht - SalzburgerLand Tourismus GmbH in 

cooperation with Tirol Werbung GmbH, Oberösterreich Tourismus GmbH and 

Tourismus Salzburg GmbH.  https://www.stillenacht.com/en/. 

 

Lewis, Susan.  “The Story Behind The Beloved Christmas Carol ‘Silent Night’"  DEC 15, 2019.  

https://www.wrti.org/post/story-behind-beloved-christmas-carol-silent-night 

 
Ruane, Michael E.  “Silent Night: How a beloved Christmas carol was born of war and disaster 200 

years ago-The song debuted on Christmas Eve in 1818 in an Austrian church”. Dec. 23, 

2018.  https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2018/12/23/silent-night-how-beloved-

christmas-carol-was-born-war-disaster-years-ago/ 

 

“Silent Night, Holy Night”. “The Book of Hymns”. Board of Publication of The Methodist 

Church, Inc. The United Methodist Publishing House. Nashville Tennessee. Copyright 

1989. 

 

https://www.stillenacht.com/en/
https://www.stillenacht.com/en/
https://www.wrti.org/post/story-behind-beloved-christmas-carol-silent-night
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December 
Anniversaries 

 

6 Kevin & Susan Warner 

13 Tiffany & Mark Stevenson 

27 Brian & Doreen Prentice 

28 Peter & Karen Bunting 

 

Happy December Birthday to . . . 

 

1  Charl VanHeerden  

2 Chad Horning  

3 Grace Hanke 

3 Justin Guerrera 

3 Marge Jordan 

6 Karen Kieffer 

9 Debra Bond 

11 Sophia Henderson 

11 Hope LaComb 

15 Ann Mazzone 

18 Matt Heafy 

 

 

 

 

19 Ryan Shan 

19 Holly Carey 

20 Bill Jordan 

21 Mark Eckert  

22 Rachel Zarra 

23 Tiffany Russo 

28 Emily Horning 

28 Joe Driscoll 

29 Erica Horning 

29 Erika Waibel 
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Happy January Birthday to . . . 

January Anniversaries 
 

13 Carl and Claire Strand 

 

1 CJ Strand 

1 Jason Hall 

2 Katherine Larson 

3 Adam Napolitano 

4 Jean Roeder 

4 Eldon Cody 

5 Courtney Pawlowicz 

6 Susan Warner 

8 Jack Harma 

8 Elaine Wilkinson 

7 Aaliyah Dioses 

9 Kevin Warner 

10 Audrey Holt 

10 Susan King 

10 Dolly Peabody 

14 Doug VanWie 

17 Cindy Attanasio 

22 Keith Trumbo 

22 Mikayla Wollen 

22 Kaitlin Weed Heuser 

22 Joni Tillotson 

27 Keith Lanzer 

29 Alyssa Carey 

29 Marc LaComb 

29 Jamie Wetmore 


