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The Village Voice 

 

World War II Veteran Lou Petersen 
Lou Petersen, longtime CUMC member is our only World War II veteran out of the 
17 veterans we honored recently.  Lou joined the NAVY in 1943 at the age of 17.  
The NAVY trained him in electronics and Lou served for two years as a radio/radar 
technician.  After leaving the service, Lou took advantage of the GI Bill which 
enabled him to attend NYU where he completed his degree as an electrical engineer.   
I asked him the same questions as I asked the other veterans and on the next page 
are his responses. 



; 

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church Volume 8, December 2019 

2 

World War II Veteran Lou Petersen 

 

1.  How did your military service experience shape who you are today, if at all? 
I joined the US Navy because I was named after my uncle who was killed in France 
attacking the Maginot Line (World War I) and his body was not recovered.  I used to look 
at his name on the monument in Prospect Park in Brooklyn, New York when I visited it. 

 
2.  What do you remember most about your time in the military? 

I was stationed at Saufly Field in Florida and I was assigned to repairing the “radio and 
radar” equipment.  I was part of the electrical group that included many of the sailors 
returned from carrier duty. 
 

3.  What was the most meaningful part about serving our country? 
The experience running the aircraft engine to run the electrical system at low speed to make 
repairs. 
 

In 1951 Lou married his lovely wife, Norma.  Do you know how many years ago that was?  As of 
this past November 24th, Lou and Norma have been married a staggering 68 years!  The couple 
enjoys their 3 grown daughters, 8 grandchildren, and 10 great grandchildren.  Congratulations to 
you both and thank you Lou, for your service! 
Submitted by Carolyn Kelly  

Look for the Good News Café Box in the sanctuary starting in a few weeks!  It is yours to 
fill with good news you hear about our congregation, members, family, and friends! 

 

Ned Connelly’s hole-in-one story was such a hit that we want to keep it going.  On the next 
page are two more such good news stories.  Keep ‘em coming! 
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Congratulations to our very own Tim Weed 
on receiving the Dorothy G. Mullen/George 
Sanford Student Scholarship presented by 
the CT Recreation and Parks Association.  
This is the only scholarship presented 
annually by the state association.  Tim was 
nominated for it by the faculty in his major.  
Way to go Tim! 

Congratulations to Sam Hanke on his 
commitment to swim for the University of 

South Carolina next fall. 
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PREPARING FOR THE DRIVE-THRU NATIVITY:  
"HOW FAR TO BETHLEHEM?" 

 
STILL ON THE WAY & FOLLOWING THE STAR…can you lend a hand? 
Please consider helping the morning of ROAD, Saturday, Dec. 14th  at 8:30 AM at the church for 
sign, electrical and prop setup; and luminary set up at 11 AM.  See the signup sheet on the 
Road display table and put your name where you can help. 
 
Food:  Please be sure to indicate what you will be bringing for the potluck on the food signup 
sheet located next to the ROAD display table in the narthex.  There are several categories for 
you to choose from. There are plenty of plugs in the fellowship hall to plug in crock pots for 
warm dishes or soups. 
As we look to the evening of December 14 and the message we are sharing during our 
pageant, we want to remind everyone of the importance of each part and each scene.   
 
WHAT TO WEAR: Dress in plenty of warm clothes for underneath your costume. Dress in layers 
and wear a warm coat, gloves/mittens, scarf or warm hat that can fit underneath the costume 
headpiece. Winter boots keep feet warm too. Try not to have things showing that would not 
be worn in biblical times (like white tennis shoes). Hand warmers will be available at the 
church too. 

(cont. on next page) 
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The presentation is from 5-8 PM:  
Please arrive at the church between 4:00 and 4:15. 

NOTE: Parking for the cast and crew is limited to the space behind the church 
building parking area so carpooling is highly recommended.   

Once at the church go to the coatroom or other designated room to get your costume and 
ready yourself for the evening. You can take your things into the fellowship hall where tables 
and chairs will be set up. Once dressed you will be instructed with the others in the cast to line 
up for going outdoors to assume placement in the scenes.  The cast will travel in a group 
outdoors so as to portray travelers travelling to Bethlehem. 
 
NOW, what to think about and what to do when you are at your scene: 
     Every effort is made to detract from the modern world so that those viewing the live 
nativity from their vehicles can concentrate on what happened at the time Christ was born.  All 
actors are to be frozen in position.  We are to maintain a dignified attitude throughout our 
moving into position and as we stand frozen.  None of us are to talk during the hours while we 
are acting.  Do not mar the experience by inappropriate behavior and noise.  No actor should 
speak to, wave to, or in any way acknowledge those in cars. If there is a lull in the traffic flow 
you can take a moment to stretch or reposition yourself. 
 
Our purpose is to help traveling Christians see what happened and continues to happen to 

them in history.  The visual sense deeply affects the emotions, for the traveler sees what God 
continues to do through Christ.  The message of the Church is compounded by these scenes and 
sounds, and all are interwoven into a deeper faith.  What God through Christ does with a 
simple idea is amazing and exceeds expectation.  Through the efforts of many people working 
together many more people are drawn to the church and to the miraculous birth that continues 
to transform lives.  For them, the distance to Bethlehem is not very far.  It is not surprising that 
God chooses and works in individuals through such a simple plan to draw humanity to the 
Eternal.  God did not send a king or a mighty warrior, but Christ, a humble servant born in a 
stable, the son of a carpenter, to be the Messiah.  Only in God's wisdom could such inverted 
order realize such success.  This is a presentation by Christians who serve as vehicles for God to 
recreate the story again and again so that others may be drawn to Christ. 
 
Tidying Up The Church And Parking Lot: Following the presentation please help put the church 
back together for Sunday worship and put away the luminary from the parking lot. This usually 
only takes 20-30 minutes if everyone pitches in! 
 
Just as this experience benefits those driving thru, may you, who journeys with this Road to 
Bethlehem, be filled with the joy, hope and wonder of the season! 
 
In thanksgiving and praise! 
Chris Driscoll and Ginny Ludwig, 
ROAD coordinators 
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*  Penney Ondriezek is a Cajun girl at heart.  She was born in Louisiana and is known for her 
mean (read: spicy) gumbo.  After being raised in Oklahoma, she is s Sooner fan.  Her name -
Penney - is a family name – it is her mother’s maiden name. 

*  Claire Strand went on a trip to Amsterdam many years ago and had some very interesting car 
experiences as she drove around exploring.  She says she is lucky to have survived some of them.  
One day she took a bus trip to the top of a town from where you can see three countries.  When 
she went to meet the return bus, it wasn’t there!  The bus driver had left as soon as he dropped her 
off.  After waiting and asking others for help, she and two Chinese women who had also been left 
behind decided to start walking … and walking.  Finally someone offered them a ride!  Apparently 
bus drivers abandoning the tourists wasn’t that uncommon! 

*  Erin Warner went to Germany on an exchange trip two years ago, spending two weeks in 
Cologne.  She lived with a German family and is still close with the daughter Paula who came here 
in return.  Erin remembers trying bratwurst for the first time in Cologne and found it wasn’t that 
bad. 

*  Megan Desmond is in 3rd grade at Norton School where her favorite subject is math!  A girl after 
my own heart!  She loves doing  “times” and division. 

*  Ginny Ludwig used to work for Ringling Brothers Circus about 20 years ago.  She worked with 
an advertising agency that did special publicity events for the circus.  She was in charge of elephant 
brunches, pizza-eating contests with the elephants, and an elephant wash (similar to a car wash but 
with  . . . elephants.) 

*  Dawn Deganis was hit by a car when she was 10 years old.  She was crossing the street with her 
brother and was hit dead on.  She flew through the air about 10 feet.  Landed.  Hopped up and 
walked home.  She sees it as her first God moment. 

*  Elyse Lanzer was the drum major in her high school band – which consisted of 200 musicians.  
That’s a big marching band to lead!  She loves that both her boys have followed in her footsteps 
with music.  Though she didn’t continue in band in college, she did sing, and our choir currently 
gets to reap the benefits of that! 

*  Patricia LaRusso is very passionate about animals and has worked with them for many years.  
She worked for several years with the Meriden Humane Society. She also loves working with young 
kids and lives her life by “helping those who can’t help themselves.”   

*  Karen Bunting was born and raised in Davenport, Iowa and went to the University of Iowa.  
She’s a Midwest girl at heart (treasures the friendliness of the people) and loves corn on the cob.  
Here in Connecticut she was a speech pathologist in the North Haven schools. 
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Holy Rollers and Apple Pie Makers 

About 14 CUMC members gathered recently to carry on the tradition begun by Dot Mattson 
and her daughter, Dorie Prentice…..that of apple pie making. This is one of CUMC’s special 
projects which supplement the church budget. The group worked for several hours over two 
days making the dough, peeling the apples, mixing the spices, rolling out the 120 crusts, and 
assembling the pies.  Sixty beautiful pies were created, sold, and enjoyed by many of you. 
Although it is a lot of work, this project was lots of fun, too.  Dot wishes to thank all of those 
who helped in any way and also for those purchasing the pies.  The group will be gearing up for 
the chicken pot pie sale which will happen after the first of the year.  
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Revival of Children’s Chimes 

If you stick around long 
enough after Worship on 
Sunday, you will notice a new 
group gathering in the 
sanctuary to make music.  
This group is the Children’s 
Chime Choir directed by 
Mara Weed and is open to 
any and all interested. 
Chimers currently are Hope 
Gargano, Daniel Desmond, 
Meaghan Desmond, Gemma 
Davis, Lilah Heuser, Mason 
McLean, and Calleigh 
McLean.  We eagerly look 
forward to their musical 

offerings.  Director Mara states, “My goal is for the kids to play on Sunday, December 15th.  
Right now we have a very young group…but they are excited!  I hope to add some singing with 
their playing chimes.”  We are excited too, and look forward to their debut! 

 

Ever Cross Your Fingers?        

All of us at one time or another have crossed our fingers in anticipation of something we 
hope will follow.  Last month on our way home from book club, our wise member, Betty 
Allen shared with us the meaning of “crossed fingers.”  She related that early Christians used 
crossed fingers as a sign of the cross.  It also represented a prayer not spoken.  So, next time 
we cross our fingers it would be wise for us to remember its meaning and silently say a prayer. 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

“I heard a bird sing in the dark of December,  
A magical thing, and sweet to remember: 
“we are nearer to spring than we were in September.” – Oliver Herford 
 
Christmas begins about the first of December with an office party and ends when you finally 
realize what you spent, around April fifteenth of the next year.” – P.J. O’Rourke 
 
God gave us our memories so that we might have roses in December.” – J.M. Barrie 
 
May you have the gladness of Christmas which is hope; 
the spirit of Christmas which is peace; 
the heart of Christmas which is love.” – Ada V. Hendricks 
 
“Hot cocoa and cold toes remind me of Christmas.” – Toni Sorenson 
 
“December, being the last month of the year, cannot help but make us think of what is to 
come.” – Fennel Hudson 
 
“Of all the months of the year there is not a month one-half so welcome to the young, or so 
full of happy associations, as the last month of the year . . .” – Charles Dickens 
 

Divine December . . . 
National Egg Nog Month 

National Fruit Cake Month 

National Pear Month 

National Cookie Day (December 4th) 

National Brownie Day (December 8th) 

National Pastry Day (December 9th) 
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1  Charl VanHeerden  
2 Chad Horning  
3 Grace Hanke 
3 Justin Guerrera 
3 Marge Jordan 
6 Karen Kieffer 
9 Debra Bond 
11 Sophia Henderson 
11 Hope LaComb 
15 Ann Mazzone 
18 Matt Heafy 
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December Anniversaries 
 

6  Kevin & Susan Warner 
   13    Tiffany & Mark Stevenson 
  27   Brian & Doreen Prentice 

28 Peter & Karen Bunting 

19 Emerson Lilly 
19 Ryan Shan 
19 Holly Carey 
20 Bill Jordan 
21 Mark Eckert  
22 Rachel Zarra 
23 Tiffany Russo 
28 Emily Horning 
28 Joe Driscoll 
29 Erica Horning 
29 Erika Waibel 

 
 

Happy December Birthday to . 

. . 
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You know you’re getting old when you get that one candle on the cake.  
It’s like, “See if you can blow this out.” 

~ Jerry Seinfeld 


