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The Village Voice 

 

  

May the Christ who walks on wounded feet walk with you on the road. 

May the Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out your hands to serve. 

May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart open up your hearts to love. 

May you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet. 

And may everyone you meet see the face of Christ in you. 

Amen 

 

 

 

Submitted by Elaine Lau.  Origin thought to be a Celtic prayer. 
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What are some of your favorite Easter memories or traditions? 

 

Jeff Hanke – Dyeing Easter eggs with the kids is one of my most treasured traditions.  It’s great to see them 

even today, enjoy this time honored task. 
 

Vanda O-Reilly - This question caused me to think of my childhood experiences of Easter bunnies, sunrise 

services, new spring clothes and dinners of honey baked ham and chess pie. One of my strongest memories is 

of our huge Easter egg hunts. My father was one of nine children and I was one of twenty nine grandchildren. 

For many years we gathered at our great-grandparents farm, bringing dozens of colored eggs and our Easter 

baskets. After some of the adults hid the eggs over a wide expanse of land, we joined our first cousins and 

other cousins once and twice removed in seeing who could find the most eggs. 
 

Grace Hanke - decorating Easter eggs 

 

 

Mara Weed - The only tradition that my family had growing up was going to church.  We began with a 

Sunrise Service over looking beautiful Lake Chatuge, then had breakfast and went to Sunday School and 

church after that. Our family was far away from grandparents and cousins, so the five of us were the ones 

eating Easter dinner together.  While in college I did begin making a “bunny coconut cake”.   

 

However, since moving to Connecticut and marrying into an Italian family we have created several new 

traditions.  I always thought that the traditional Easter ham was the main dish at dinner.  But, I have since 

learned that it’s really incomplete without lasagna!  Pete’s father is famous for his lasagna, and my kids don’t 

think that dinner is complete without it.  My favorite addition to Easter food is pizzagaina. My friend, Bea 

Delane, first taught me to make this cheese, eggs and meat pie.  I love the pepper crust that is part of it, too. 

Bea and I made this on Maundy Thursday afternoons for years.  Now that she isn’t able to do it, I make it on 

my own, and love remembering the good times we had.  (As an aside, Pete’s father says that Bea’s recipe is the 

best he has ever had.)  The “bunny cake” I started making in college came back when Lilah was born.  Tim and 

I have been making it for her, and it’s fun now that she helps decorate it.  

 

Of course, both as a child, and now, the Easter egg hunts have been fun, and it’s more fun watching Luke and 

Lilah now.  

 

 



; 

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church Volume 21, April/May 2021 

3 

 

  

Sergio Deganis - While my mom was living we would always have an Italian Easter bread called Pinza. 
Some folks know it as Pinza Triestina. It’s a sweet egg bread with raisins that’s like a brioche but not 
quite as sweet or rich. When we visited my parents for Easter, it was always on the table. When we 
could not make it home for Easter or Christmas, my mom and dad would always send us what we called 
the holiday “CARE” package. Our children were always excited when it arrived. It would always contain 
at least one Pinza along with my mom’s cookies, chocolate eggs and bunnies as well as a WNY 
tradition, Buffalo sponge candy. I am already planning to make both for this Easter. 
 

 

The Dynia family Easter tradition - In the Polish Catholic Easter tradition on Easter Saturday, 

families prepare a basket containing a sampling of food for Easter Sunday dinner. They take the basket to 

church and the priest says a blessing, maybe a short homily, and a prayer. He then walks around the sanctuary 

sprinkling holy water on people’s baskets.  
For many years, our family met up with three generations of Henry’s extended family at St. Stanislaus RC 

Church in New Haven, all of us comparing our baskets of kielbasa, ham, babka, perogi, and spring 

vegetables.  We then went out for brunch to have a good visit together. The last visit of the day was to the 

cemetery where the elders who had passed lay, leaving Easter flowers at their grave sites. It was always a 

special family experience and hopefully post-COVID we will be able to do it again! 

 

 

Gerry Connelly - Favorite activities:   Easter Service, Easter egg hunt, eating egg and sausage casserole! 

 

 

Penney Ondriezek - One of my favorite family traditions, besides coloring eggs for the Easter Bunny to 

hide in the yard or house, was putting out our Easter village and decorations.  We also had the Sunday off 

from soccer and so we got the kids all dressed up in new clothes and went to church.  A nice ham with sweet 

potatoes and green beans would be on the menu for dinner. 
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A Chat with Mara Weed 
Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

 
 
Music plays such an important role in the life of CUMC.  We’ve had some dedicated directors/organists 
over the years who have moved on. Currently, we enjoy and value our own Mara Weed in that role.  
We’ve asked Mara to respond to a few questions.  How fortunate we are have her skill and love of music 
to sooth and uplift our souls, not only in the time of Covid, but every week in worship.  Enjoy! 
 
1.  How did music influence your life from an early age? 
 
I have always lived in a house of music.  All four of my grandparents loved music and loved singing.  My 
dad played violin in the Memphis Youth Symphony and enjoyed singing.  And, my mom was a music 
major at the same college I attended, majoring in piano. She later started a music program in the public 
schools where we lived in North Carolina which still flourishes.  I don’t know a world without music! 
 
2.  How did you prepare yourself for a musical career? 
 
I started piano lessons when I was in first grade and took lessons through high school, except for one 
year. When we lived in Atlanta, I was part of the school and church choirs, then in North Carolina in Glee 
Club and church choir through high school.  I went to Lambuth College in Jackson, TN (now a part of 
University of Memphis, Lambuth Campus) where I majored in Music and minored in Elementary 
Education.  A fun activity I did in college was join the band. We didn’t have band in high school, so the 
director put me in the percussion section to play the keyboard percussion instruments.  I was also part of 
the Choir, Touring Choir, and a small select pop singing group.  After college I have been a part of choirs 
in churches. In Memphis our church choir was 50 people! 
 
3.  What's the hardest part of being a church music director?  Most rewarding part? 
 
I guess the hardest part is planning music and not always knowing when people will be absent. Another 
difficult thing, at times, is playing and directing at the same time.  We are so fortunate at CUMC to have 
good voices and good musicians who love what they do in our Music Ministry.   This is most 
rewarding.  But, just as much is having a pastor and congregation who appreciate the musical offerings 
we give.  It is important for me to keep in mind that the music is not the focus of worship, but is there to 
augment the worship experience.  Of course, being music director during COVID, brings a whole new 
degree of hard! 
 
4.  What's your response to someone who says, "I can' t sing." 
 
We can all make a joyful noise!  In fact, Psalm 100 tells us to do just that.   
 
 

 

 

Five year-old Mara at Easter 

Piano recital, 

age 9 
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5.  What interests, hobbies do you follow other than music?  What kind of music do you like to 
listen to? 
 
I love to read!  I always have a book going.  Right now I’m re-reading “Pillars of the Earth” which I read 
about 25 years ago.  Of course, Book Club books give me something each month to read. The other 
main thing I enjoy is cooking.  I recently went through a phase of making different types of scones each 
weekend—all because Pete wanted scones for breakfast, and I’d never made them.  After buying some 
at Starbucks, I decided I could do better than that. We have had four varieties, so far. 
I used to think I was a strange music major person because I don’t really enjoy listening to music as 
background. Then I was in a meeting a few years ago and a colleague voiced the same thing.  Since 
then I have heard several music people say that.  (Mind you, it doesn’t mean that I’m still not strange!) 
 
6.  You have been a music/classroom teacher for 38 years.  What is the main thing you want your 
music students to know about music?   
 
I think the most important thing is for kids to realize the joy, peace, solace that music offers.  Music 
education talks about the 30 year plan. In order for people to be able to sing “Happy Birthday”, clap to 
the beat of a song, and exhibit expressiveness in music, babies should hear tuneful, beatful and artful 
music, move and dance to music, etc.  Then, in 30 years they can do the same with their children.  I 
don’t want music to become a passive, listening only, activity, but one in which people choose to be 
active participants.   
 
7.  You have served the cause of music for so long.  How has music served you? 
 
Well, for starters it’s my livelihood.  But, it has offered many opportunities for wonderful memories to 
come flowing through my mind.  I never hear “For All the Saints” without thinking of my grandparents, 
and more recently my father.  “This Is My Father’s World” is one of my earliest memories of Family 
Church Camp at Lakeshore Methodist Camp in Tennessee. “You’ve Got a Friend” is my dear friend, 
Judy. High School and College can be found at 70s on 7 on Sirius Radio, but I really prefer the 60s on 6 
(older brothers).  I could go on and on, but I’ll stop now.   

 

 

Senior recital, Lambuth College 

Confirmation, age 11 

Mara is the shortest in the 

picture, her brother is on the 

end, and her dad is the 

minister on the right 
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SPEAKING OF HYMNS 
submitted by Chris Driscoll 

 

“They’ll know We Are Christians By Our Love” 

 

United Methodist Hymnal supplement “The Faith We Sing” (the paperback black hymn book 

in the pew racks at CUMC) #2223 by Peter Scholtes (1938–2009) 

 

This month’s hymn, based on John 13:35 steps into a more recent time period when it was 

composed. The tiime seemed fractured, divided and divisive on so many fronts- the Vietnam 

War, civil rights, protests, marches and rioting flooded the evening news our families 

watched on television in our living room. 

 

In the June 2, 2019 article “History of Hymns: “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” 

Joshua Taylor, Director of Worship and Music at First Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Texas, 

writes:  

 

Written following the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), “They’ll Know We Are Christians 

by Our Love” joins hymns “Here I Am, Lord” and “One Bread, One Body,” among others, 

composed in a vernacular-folk style (Saliers, n.p.). The accessible melody and folk-guitar 

accompaniment encouraged the “full, conscious, and active” participation of the assembly 

as set forth in the liturgical vision of Vatican II (Harmon, 3-8).  

 

Peter Scholtes, a Catholic priest serving at St. Brendan’s parish on the South Side of 

Chicago in 1966, penned “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” when he could not 

find a suitable song to accompany a series of ecumenical and interracial events for which 

the youth choir he led was to sing (Daw, 303). Like many songs coming out of the popular 

folk music of the 1960s, “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” connected to the 

societal upheaval of the decade. Alongside popular protest songs like Bob Dylan’s “Blowing 

in the Wind” or Pete Seeger’s “Where Have All the Flower’s Gone,” Scholtes’s text connected 

the faith story of young people disillusioned with the landscape of American culture (Loftis, 

142). 
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We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

 

REFRAIN:   

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,  

yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand; 

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side; 

And we’ll guard each one's dignity and save each one’s pride. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

Praise to the Father from whom all things come; 

and praise to Christ Jesus His only Son. 

Praise to the Spirit who makes us one. 

Our spirit makes us one. 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

   (From wwww.wordtoworship.com- Copyright:  

Words: 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 Lorenz Publishing Company (Admin. by Lorenz 

Corporation),Music: 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 Lorenz Publishing Company (Admin. by Lorenz 

Corporation) 

You can click on (or copy and paste) this link to hear the song: 

https://hymnary.org/files/previews/219747/21076-.mp3 

 

about:blank
https://hymnary.org/files/previews/219747/21076-.mp3
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Originally published in the Hymnal for Young Christians (1966), the song connects 

participation in communal singing with the charge and benediction to the gathered 

assembly. The hymn becomes a sung theology of discipleship and action at the 

congregation’s sending. Each subsequent stanza reflects on the “what” of the community’s 

life together using present participles: walking hand in hand, working together, and praising 

together. The stanzas are anchored by the repeated refrain. 

Peter was born in Evanston, Illinois and grew up in Oak Park, where he attended Ascension 

School and Fenwick High School before studying at Quigley and St. Mary of the Lake-

Mundelein seminaries. He earned his Masters in Adult Education and Organization 

Development at Boston University. He later left the priesthood, married, and had an active 

life in the public sector, where he was an author and international consultant. 

From its origins as an early example of post-Vatican II hymnody to its widespread inclusion in 

both Protestant and Catholic hymnals today, “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” 

has become an important piece in the church’s efforts to sing a theology of active 

participation and discipleship in and for the world. 

And for now we sing in our homes and in our hearts. Keep the songs going and your voices 

ready for that day when we are ONE again! 

 

Sources: 

“History of Hymns: They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”. Taylor, Joshua. www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-

of-hymns-theyll-know-we-are-christians-by-our-love. June 27, 2019. 

Carl P. Daw, Jr., Glory to God: A Companion (Louisville: Westminster John Know Press, 2016). 

Kathleen Harmon, “Singing the Paschal Mystery: Roman Catholic Liturgical Music after Vatican II,” in New Songs 

of Celebration Render: Congregational Song in the Twenty-first Century, ed. C. Michael Hawn (Chicago: GIA 

Publications, Inc., 2013). 

Deborah Carlton Loftis, “Dance Then Wherever You May Be: Folk Hymnody” in New Songs of Celebration Render: 

Congregational Song in the Twenty-first Century, ed. C. Michael Hawn (Chicago: GIA Publications, Inc., 2013). 

Cynthia L. Rigby, Holding Faith: A Practical Introduction to Christian Doctrine. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2018). 

 

Don E. Saliers, “Vatican II and Its Influence on USA Hymns and Hymnals.” Canterbury Dictionary of Hymnology, 

accessed April 3, 2019, http://www.hymnology.co.uk/v/vatican-ii-and-its-influence-on-usa-hymns-and-hymnals 

 

Peter Scholte. --www.lorenz.com/composers 

“They’ll Know We are Christians By Our Love” audio. Www.Hymnary.org 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-theyll-know-we-are-christians-by-our-love
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-theyll-know-we-are-christians-by-our-love
http://www.hymnology.co.uk/v/vatican-ii-and-its-influence-on-usa-hymns-and-hymnals
about:blank
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Erin Warner - In the next months i’m most excited for spring break and summer to start in May, hopefully 

with more things open than last summer. 
 

Jack Hanke - I am most looking forward to going to the movies! I can't wait to go see a new movie with my 

friends again.  
 

Mara Weed - It’s really hard to imagine what the “new normal” will be.  Are the days of meeting friends at a 

restaurant or church, and giving them a hug gone?  I don’t know, but it is something I have missed.  Will 

masks stay a part of school and church?  I hope not, but if most of the rest of life can be “normal”, I could deal 

with that.  
 

I want to SING!  It has been very hard teaching music to young kids and not be able to sing.  Christmas 

without singing was not the same.  I truly hope that with masks we can sing “Christ, the Lord, is Risen Today” 

as a congregation.  That will be a good day! 
 

I do look forward to being able to travel more.  I want to go to Panama to see Greg.  I want to be able to see 

my mom, and feel that I’m not endangering her when I do.  I want to go to North Carolina—my favorite place 

to be.   
 

I look forward to having get-togethers with friends and family in my home, and going to others.   
 

I’m sure there are many other things not coming to my mind at this point, but I think I most look forward to 

living without the anxiety that the past year has shared with all of us.  Picture overlooking Lake Chatuge. 

 

 
 

What do you most look forward to when life looks more normal? 
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Carolyn Kelly - When life returns to normal, I will look forward to extended family gatherings, where we 

will be able to hug, touch, and sit next to each other without having to wear masks.   

 

I have also missed singing as a congregation and a choir member, so I will welcome being able to join my 

Methodist friends in song once again and without masks.  Masks have been one of our first lines of defense 

and I feel it has been an easy thing to do to protect ourselves, however it will be so good to be able to see 

everyone's beautiful smile once again.  I can hardly wait! 

 

Sergio Deganis – I am looking forward to getting the family together for meals and celebrating birthdays 

and holidays in person.  I am also looking forward to being able to go to live music concerts or even a 

movie. 

Gerry Connelly - I can’t wait to be able to hug people and lose the masks! 

 

Penney Ondriezek - I am so looking forward to traveling both foreign and domestic again.  It has been over 

a year since we have seen the grand babies (except on FaceTime).  I am ready for some hugs and kisses.  I 

miss camping too!  Even eating out at a restaurant sounds like a grand adventure these days. 

 
Carl Strand - I'm looking forward to resuming family gatherings where our kids and their spouses, my two 

sisters, and whatever of their kids can make it to share a meal. 

 

Jeff Hanke - I look forward to seeing people without masks on their faces and sitting down in a restaurant 

to eat without Plexiglas all around.  

 

Mary Boruch - I look forward to seeing my family again since my last visit with them was in November. 
 

Grace Hanke  -  swim meets 
 

Vanda O’Reilly - In the coming months I most look forward to personal contact with family, friends, 

church members, neighbors, and humanity in general.  Hopefully I can begin to again attend concerts, plays 

and movies, go to dinner with friends and ultimately to travel and experience our wonderful world. I also 

hope to suffer less Zoom fatigue. 
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How many of these things do you do as a book lover? 
 

 

Submitted by Elaine Lau, author unknown. 
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We couldn’t have said it better ourselves . 

. . 
“O, wind, if winter comes, can spring be far behind?” – Percy Bysshe Shelley 

“We cannot stop the winter or the summer from coming.  We cannot stop the spring or the 

fall or make them other than they are.  They are gifts from the universe that we cannot 

refuse.  But we can choose what we will contribute to life when each arrives.” – Gary 

Zukav 

“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.“ – Margaret Atwood 

“The beautiful spring came; and when nature resumes her loveliness, the human soul is 

apt to revive also.” – Harriet Ann Jacobs 

“Spring is nature’s way of saying, ‘Let’s party!’” – Robin Williams 

“The day the Lord created hope was probably the same day he created Spring.”  

– Bernard Williams 

“Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe full of slush.” – Doug Larson 

“Spring is God’s way of saying, ‘One more time!’” – Robert Orben 

“In the Spring, I have counted 136 different kinds of weather inside of 24 hours.” – Mark 

Twain 

“The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring day is another.  The difference 

between them is sometimes as great as a month.” – Henry Van Dyke 
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Happy April Birthday to . . . 

 April Anniversaries 
 

5 Christon & Doug Smith 

8 Stanley & Kathy Esposito 

14 Dick & Carolyn Kelly 

19 Vin & Emily Celino 

21 Joseph and Penney Ondriezek 

 

 

1 Steve Smith 

4 Jordan Kolpak 

5 Evan Missakian 

6 Don Dupont 

8 Joshua Bauer 

8 Penney Ondriezek 

9 Deb Morck 

10 Barb Heafy 

12 Anthony Ferraiolo 

13 Eileen Schwartz 

14 David Bond 

15 Christina Gilleylen 

16 Addison Witkowski 

17 Kyle Lanzer 

18 Cheryl Horning 

 

 

19 Paul Champagne 

19 Daniel Smith 

20 Anthony Mecca 

23 Kendra Hall 

23 Eric Simmons 

25 Timothy Graver 

25 Rebecca Graver 

26 Jennifer Dupre 

26 Mark Valerio II 

27 Deb Glenn-Long 

27 Koda Bauer 

28 Kellie Moran 

29 Leah Ferraiolo 

29 Justin Heuser 

30 Fabio L. Dioses 

30 Paige Mazzone 
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 May Anniversaries 
 

8 Joe & Chris Driscoll 

18 Joe & Cindy Attanasio 

20 Bill & Marge Jordan 

24 Larry & Wendee Marini 

27 Carolyn Hardin & George Engelhardt 

 

Happy May Birthday to . . . 

 

1 Jean-Marie VanHeerd 

1 Gail DeBoer 

3 Teagan Ferguson 

4 John Van Wie 

5 Tom Morck 

6 Jeffrey Erickson 

7 Vicki Caldwell 

8 Steven Davis 

8 Irene Kalbian 

9 Elaine Lau 

9 Joseph Stevenson 

10 Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt 

10 Troy LaRusso 

11 Joke Trzaskos 

12 Patricia LaRusso 

12 Olivea Kieffer 

13 Henry Dynia 

13 Jean Madden 

 

 

 

 

15 Vin Celino 

16 Bobbi Simmons 

16 Sharon Coyner 

17 Sophia Harma 

17 Erin Warner 

20 Jennifer Frederick 

21 Andrew Ray 

23 Audrey (Driscoll) Banegas 

24 Lisa Davis 

24 Fabio A. Dioses 

24 Stephen Holt 

24 Steve Trumbo 

26 Lilah Heuser 

27 Hartney Niles 

28 Hui-Chen DeVilbiss 

29 Rachel Spalding 

29 Kaylee Fell 

30 Stan Esposito 

31 Karen Conrad 

 


