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The Village Voice 

 

Dear Cheshire UMC, 

On the next few pages you will find a variety of things sent to us by folks.  
Hopefully at least one speaks to you and brings you some comfort, some joy, 
some peace . . . 

 

When asked what was helping her cope, Kaitlin Heuser said this - “I’m just 
trying to see life through my children’s eyes.  They’re so blissfully unaware of 
the craziness going on around us.  It’s calming to laugh right along with them.” 
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Prayer for a Pandemic, by Cameron Bellm 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
     Remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
     Remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 
     Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making     
     their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
     Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
     Remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
     Remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
     Remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, 
     let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
     Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
Amen.      

 

A symbol of hope amid the despair, the USNS Comfort arrives in NYC  
to help ease some of the stress on the hospitals there. 

Picture by Mike Seeger.  3/30/2020 
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“And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and 
exercised, and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and 

were still. And listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. 
Some met their shadows. And the people began to think differently. 

And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, 
mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved 
their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new 

ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed." 

~Kitty O'Meara 
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Eagle Project – Evan Missakian    
                                    Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

Over the years, CUMC has benefitted from various Eagle Scout projects completed by young 
men from our congregation.  The latest project undertaken by soon-to-be Eagle Scout, Evan 
Missakian, is the attractive planter surrounding the base of the sign on the front of the church 
property.  Constructed by Evan, with the help of others, the planter is a welcome and esthetically 
pleasing addition. 

When asked why he chose to do his project on CUMC grounds, Evan replied, “This United 
Methodist church has been my church ever since I was born, and it only seemed appropriate that 
I show my appreciation for the church by doing my Eagle project there.” 

(continued on next page) 
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The first person Evan talked with was Pastor Ken.  Evan recalls, “He told me he wanted some sort 
of landscaping around the new sign.”  When Evan brought the idea to his scoutmaster, however, 
he told Evan that “generally simple landscaping was not enough for an eagle project, so Evan 
decided to build a flower box instead.  “I brought the idea to Pastor Ken, and he loved it,” recalls 
Evan.  “I also worked with Stan Esposito, who helped me with financials.” 

Having that initial decision made, Evan inquired at Home Depot about how to build the project, 
since he had never done anything like that before.  At Home Depot, Evan was aided by an 
employee there whose knowledge would prove to be invaluable.  “I met a manager there named 
Matt,” says Evan.  “He helped me tremendously.”  Deciding that his original design was going to 
be wood, instead of stone, Matt talked him out of it, “citing that stone would actually be easier, 
and last longer.”  He also helped Evan trim down his dimensions so the box would fit better with 
the sign.  During the hours of construction, Matt, who lives in Cheshire, would drop by and offer 
suggestions and encouragement. 

All this planning occurred before putting one shovel to the ground.  Evan’s Dad, who helped in 
the project, had never completed anything like this either, so the two of them knew it would be 
somewhat challenging.  “The hardest part,” stated Evan, “was digging out the initial trench and 
laying down the first level of brick.  It took about 15-20 minutes of adjusting per brick, just to 
make sure it was level in the ground.”  Once the first level was completed, the rest went fairly 
quickly and the beautiful result is apparent. 

Evan talks fondly of his time in the scout program.  “Being a Boy Scout has taught me 
responsibility and discipline,” he states. “The experience of going on campouts with your troop is 
an excellent learning experience.  You have to bring supplies to be able to be ready for anything 
that could go wrong.”  Spoken like a true scout….Be Prepared!  

Evan graduates from CHS this June and plans to continue his education with the goal of 
becoming a History teacher.  “I was accepted at several schools, but I have it narrowed down to 
University of Delaware and UMASS Amherst so far.  I am still waiting to hear back from 
UCONN.”  

How fortunate we are to have fine young men like Evan to set an example for others growing up.  
It looks like our future is in good hands.  Thank you, Evan, for your contribution and hard work.  
We at CUMC appreciate it all!    

 

See more pictures on the next page! 
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At the February gathering of the Something New group, they were treated 
to an hour-long concert.  This was Pat Shultz’s gift to this group that 

means so much and gives so much to her.  Listening while working in the 
office was a treat! 
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Our pie makers produced 99 chicken pot pies in one weekend!  It was a lot 
of hard work for the dozen or so volunteers.  Kudos to Dot and Dorie for 

their leadership.  Next year the pie makers plan to spread this project over 2 
weekends to save their feet and backs! 

 

 

99 chicken pot pies to make, 99 chicken pot pies . . . 
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Here’s a fun trip down memory lane with Sunday School teachers Carolyn Kelly 

and Elizabeth Thomas!  This was the 2nd and 3rd grade class. 

 

 

The girls in the front row are left to right...Julie Deganis and Audrey Driscoll. 

 

Back row, left to right:  Keith Trumbo, Shawn Thomas, Sean Gilleylen, David Cha, 

Tim Weed, and Jeff Erickson. 

 

So amazing how many of these families are still in Cheshire! 
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Janet Ray recently visited from 
Wisconsin and many folks had the 
chance to have lunch and catch up 
with her.  It was a delightful lunch 
with a cherished friend and former 

CheshireUMCer. 

In the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter, and sharing of 
pleasures.  For in the dew of little things the heart finds its morning and 

is refreshed.” – Khalil Gibran 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 

 
“April hath put a spirit of youth in everything.” – William Shakespeare 

 
“High school is a haunted house in April, when seniors act up because the end is near.  Even 
those who hate school sometimes cling to the devil they know.” = Nancy Gibbs 
 

“Here come April again, and as far as I can see the world hath more fools in it than ever.”  
= Charles Lamb 

 
“April is a promise that May is bound to keep.” = Hal Borland 

 
“The first of April is the day we remember what we are the other 364 days of the year.”  

– Mark Twain 
 
“Elections should be held on April 16th – the day after we pay our income taxes.  That is one 

of the few things that might discourage politicians from being big spenders.”  
– Thomas Sowell 

 



 

 

 

  

 Ahhh April  
Sweet Potato Day – April 1 

International Pillow Fight Day – April 6 

National No Housework Day – April 7 

Go Fly a Kite Day – April 21 (aka be like Charie Brown!) 

National Arbor Day – April 24 – go plant a tree! 

April is the only month with the letter ‘i’ in it. 

 

April is BLT sandwich month, grilled cheese month, garlic month, pecan month, 
and soft pretzel month.  (The editor is so hungry now as these are some of the best 

foods in the world!) 
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1 Steve Smith 
4 Jordan Kolpak 
5 Evan Missakian 
6 Don Dupont 
8 Joshua Bauer 
8 Penney Ondriezek 
9 Deb Morck 
10 Barb Heafy 
12 Anthony Ferraiolo 
13 Eileen Schwartz 
14 David Bond 
15 Christina Gilleylen 
16 Addison Witkowski 
17 Kyle Lanzer 
18 Cheryl Horning 
19 Paul Champagne 
19 Daniel Smith 

 
 

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church 

April Anniversaries 
 

5 Christon & Doug Smith 
8 Stanley & Kathy Esposito 
14 Dick & Carolyn Kelly 
19 Vin & Emily Celino 
21 Joseph and Penney Ondriezek 

 

20 Anthony Mecca 
23 Kendra Hall 
23 Eric Simmons 
25 Timothy Graver 
25 Rebecca Graver 
26 Jennifer Dupre 
26 Mark Valerio II 
27 Deb Glenn-Long 
27 Koda Bauer 
28 Kellie Moran 
29 Leah Ferraiolo 
29 Justin Heuser 
30 Fabio L. Dioses 
30 Paige Mazzone 
 

 
 

Happy April Birthday to . . . 
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“Our birthdays are feathers in the broad wing of time.” 
- Jean Paul 

“Marrying for love may be a bit risky, but it is so honest that God can’t 
help but smile on it.” – Josh Billings 


