
From Our Pastor 

 

My beloved church family, 

I have some news for yous in the pews.  We have several ongoing 
mission projects that you might want to participate in during the 
pandemic.   

  **  As always, the Cheshire Community Food Pantry  could really use an influx of cash 
donations to replenish their ever-dwindling food supplies.   
 

  ** Our own David Bond has asked the "sew and sews" in our congregation to help keep the 
coronavirus out of the Regency by sewing face masks for the residents and staff there.  Can you 
help?   

  ** Tracy Hanke is coordinating a drive to send a TON of hand-drawn pictures (the more 
colorful the better!) to help brighten the mood of the crew of the US Navy ship, Comfort.  Her 
sister, Dana, is assigned to that ship, now in NY, and tells of extraordinarily difficult 
circumstances under which they are living and working.  C’mon, let’s color the Comfort! 

  ** In other news, we are resuming (reZooming?) Pulpit Prep, our weekly adult Bible study 
that examines the scripture on which next Sunday’s sermon will be based.  Using Zoom, we will 
"meet” starting on Monday, April 27, at 7:30 p.m.  Contact Ken Kieffer or Diane Gaborc for 
details.   

  ** Lastly, but perhaps most importantly, our church is co-hosting a webinar on church 
growth and revitalization THIS Sunday from 2:00-4:30 p.m.  Our presenter will be the Rev. David 

Gilmore, a well-regarded expert in the field, and he will lead us through a timely and lively 
discussion on "The Church - what was, what is, and what will be".  For details, visit the link: 

 
Webinar on Church Growth and Revitalization 

 

Words for the Day (words for your whole life, really) 

“…and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?”  - Micah 6:8b 

 

         

Hear the Good News 

~ Congratulations to Barbara and Matt Heafy on the birth of their first 
grandchild.  Little Cecilia Tapia was born Wednesday evening, April 
15th, at 9:20 p.m.  She weighed 5 lbs., 13 oz.  Mom Lauren and Dad 
Juan Carlos and baby Cecilia are all well and will be heading home 
today (Friday!)   
   
~ We are able to accept pledges on our website now.  Thanks Matt 
Heafy! 
 

Pulpit Prep Resumes ReZOOMS! 

Pulpit Prep is moving online.  Zooming at 7:30 p.m. Monday evenings. 
Current schedule is April 27, May 4, 11, and 18th.  Contact Pastor Ken or 
Diane Gaborc if interested. 

 

Color the Comfort 

Tracy Hanke is collecting artwork for her sister to brighten the 
berthing and offices on the USNS Comfort in NYC.  If your children (or 
you!) would like to draw fun and cheerful pictures to brighten the days 
of the sailors, nurses, doctors and all others serving onboard, yay!  
Please drop them in the envelope in the church vestibule (it ’s always 
unlocked) by Friday, April 17th.  Tracy is also happy to come by and 
pick them up from your doorstep.   
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Sewers Needed! 

Dave Bond’s  facility, Regency House of Wallingford, continues to be COVID 
19 free and they are fighting every day to keep it that way.  They will 
eventually run out of gowns and masks and are making and obtaining cloth 
masks for residents and non-direct care staff to use. If you can help, please 
reach out to Dave at davebond41@gmail.com. 

 
 

Bible Stories for Kids 

 
Every Sunday and Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. you can find Pastor 
Ken reading a Bible story for the kids (and probably some adults too!) of 
our congregation on Facebook Live.  Check it out! 
 
 
 

 

Pledges Accepted Here and Online :) 

You are now able to pledge on our website!  This is a very safe and 

efficient way to continue giving your gift to God.  An email went out with 

instructions.  If you have questions, please call Matt Heafy at 203-494-

6198.  If you prefer to mail them in, please feel free!   The mailbox is 

checked regularly (205 Academy Road, Cheshire 06410).  Thank you.  
 

 

Explorers Adult Group Online 

        The Explorers are inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
       Topic: Explorers - 4.19.20 - Beloved Community No. 25. See below. 

Time: Apr 19, 2020 11:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting         https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73913658419  

Meeting ID: 739 1365 8419 

Hello fellow Explorers: 
Peace be with you as we continue to explore together. Sergio Apologizes for our last Zoom meeting 
as he was distracted at the start time. Please excuse. 
  
On this Sunday, April 19th we have at last arrived at the 25th and final trait in our study of Martin 
Luther King’s Beloved Community. The 25th trait is: “Shares power and acknowledges the 
inescapable network of mutuality among the human family.” 
  
This week’s questions are: 

·        Have you seen a demonstration of this trait recently that you can share with the 
group? 
·        Is the network of mutuality among the human family strengthened or weakened in 
our current situations? 
·        What obstacles stand in the way of achieving the fullest version of this trait and how 
might they be overcome? 
·        If there were no obstacles standing in the way, what would the fullest version of this 
trait look like in your community, our country or UM Church? 

  
We are looking forward to your thoughts. 
The entire list of Martin Luther King’s Traits of a Beloved Community can be found below. 
Be well, be smart and stay positive in spirit. 
 
Len Mecca, Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt, Sergio Deganis  
coordinators of Explorers Group at Cheshire United Methodist Church 
 
Romans 15:1-7 New International Version (NIV) 

 
1 John 4:7-21 King James Version 
 
7 
 
This is the list from which the Explorers Group has been working:  
25 Traits of a Beloved Community. 
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Cheshire Community Food Pantry Needs Our Help 

 

The food pantry is currently providing their regular clients with two 
weeks of food at a time as well as assisting all families who 
participate in the free or reduced lunch program at school.  
They are encouraging monetary donations.  Their number one 
requested item is cheese and they have found that they can buy more 
cheese with cash donations than they get through in kind donations. 
You may donate directly through their website or mail a check to 
them. 
 
https://www.cheshirefoodpantry.org/  
 
If you purchase items to donate, you may drop them off at any time at 
the pantry.  It is a contactless drop-off. 
The Food Pantry address: 175 Sandbank Road in Cheshire.  
 

 
 

Request for your Thoughts for the Village Voice 

 
Tracy and Carolyn are working on the May edition of the Village 
Voice.  Do you have any inspirational words or thoughts or images 
that would help others during this difficult time?  Please send your 
replies to Tracy at hanke.tracy@gmail.com .  Thank you. 
 
 
 

 

AmazonSmile - Shop And Support Cheshire UMC! 

Support our church while you shop Amazon! Simply shop at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0770198 and AmazonSmile donates to Cheshire 

United Methodist Church. You’ll find the exact same shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon donates a portion of the 

purchase price to Cheshire UMC. To make it easy for you, our direct link is 

here.  

 
Cheshire United Methodist Church 

office@cheshireumc.com 

Pastor Ken Kieffer (203) 699-6322 

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-4626 
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