
From Our Pastor 

 

My beloved church family, 

Today is Good Friday, which frankly, feels a bit weird to write.  That’s 
because, for me at least, without the regular rhythm of things, I’m never 
quite sure these days what day it actually is.  Know what I 
mean?  Without Sunday to center my bearings, Monday could very well 

be Wednesday and Thursday feels similar to Saturday.   

And this Friday feels no different from last Friday.  I mean, the last couple of Fridays have felt like 
Good Friday, haven’t they?  Profound loss, sorrow, grief for the ways things used to be.  Sigh.  A 
deep sadness.  A numbness that competes with a kick-to-the-gut feeling all the day long.  I felt 
this way last Friday, I feel this way today, and the CDC says that I’ll probably feel this way for the 
next Friday or two too.  

But there’s another aspect to Good Friday - apart from the profound loss, the sorrow and the grief 
- that I’m going to try to focus on today.  You see, Good Friday is the one day of the year, the 
very BEST day of the year, in which to take stock of the ways in which WE have betrayed Jesus, 
and denied Jesus, and forsaken Jesus this year.  But I won’t wallow in all of my shortcomings - 
rather, I’m going to use them to inspire me to do a bit better going forward.  Not as 
many  betrayals, lesser denials, fewer forsakings.  I’m going to try to use today to reverse the 
trend so that I can be a better disciple of Jesus’, a better follower, a better friend to him.   

If I can do that, then this will indeed be a good Friday. 

Words for the Day 

“This is the day that the Lord has made; 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”   -  Psalm 118:24 

         

Hear the Good News 

~ Within fifteen minutes of the request going out, Carol Hotz and 
Diane Gaborc had replied to the office that they had been busy 
making masks for hospitals and group homes and would now start 
making them for Dave Bond’s Regency House of Wallingford. 
 
~ We are able to accept pledges online now!  Thanks Matt Heafy!  
 
~ We are reaching many more people with our virtual worship services 
than with our sanctuary services! 
 

Sewers Needed! 

Dave Bond’s  facility, Regency House of Wallingford, continues to be 
COVID 19 free and they are fighting every day to keep it that way.  They 
will eventually run out of gowns and masks and are making and obtaining 
cloth masks for residents and non-direct care staff to use. If you can help, 
please reach out to Dave at davebond41@gmail.com. 

 

Color the Comfort 

Tracy Hanke is collecting artwork for her sister to brighten the 
berthing and offices on the USNS Comfort in NYC.  If your children (or 
you!) would like to draw fun and cheerful pictures to brighten the days 
of the sailors, nurses, doctors and all others serving onboard, yay!  
Please drop them in the envelope in the church vestibule (it ’s always 
unlocked) by Friday, April 17th.  Tracy is also happy to come by and 
pick them up from your doorstep.   
Text her and let her know:   615-491-7775 
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Coming soon to a computer near you . . . 

Easter Sunday 

This Sunday 

Online at 10 a.m. 

cheshireumc.com 

FB: cheshirectumc 

Lilies Available! 

For delivery or pick-up 

Email the office by 4/13 

$9 each 

10 With Pastor Ken! 

Sundays &Wednesdays 

7 p.m. Bible Story time 

FB: cheshirectumc 

Color the Comfort! 

See Below. 

Pictures due by Friday, 

April 17th 

mailto:davebond41@gmail.com


 

Bible Stories for Kids 

 
Every Sunday and Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. you can find Pastor 
Ken reading a Bible story for the kids (and probably some adults too!) of 
our congregation on Facebook Live.  Check it out! 

 
 
 

Pledges Accepted Here and Online :) 

You are now able to pledge on our website!  This is a very safe and 

efficient way to continue giving your gift to God.  An email went out with 

instructions.  If you have questions, please call Matt Heafy at 203-494-

6198.  If you prefer to mail them in, please feel free!   The mailbox is 

checked regularly (205 Academy Road, Cheshire 06410).  Thank you.  
 

 

Explorers Adult Group Online 

EXPLORERS ADULT GROUP:  MEETING THIS Sunday, April  12  
at 11 a.m. by ZOOM or phone 

        Join the Zoom Meeting by clicking on the link below.  
 
 
 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/519628483?pwd=a0xZUjU4N2ZYSTNldEpZaXJTZW9yZz09  

You may be asked for the Password as the app would not allow its deletion. If calling in by phone 
you would be asked to enter the Meeting ID. 

Meeting ID: 519 628 483 
Password: 003869 

By phone:   The instructions are to dial the toll number 1- 929-205-6099 and follow the automated 
voice prompts.  
 
If you need more assistance with ZOOM using a computer, Sergio will be glad to talk with you: 203-
272-1072.  if you would like to talk about how to phone in to the group, Len will be glad to help you: 
203-272-6410. 

We will be discussing Traits of the Beloved Community, especially trait 24: promotes human rights 

and works to create a non-racist society.  Link with complete list is below. 

How do you respond to this trait? 

Here are some thoughts Carolyn has to get us started:  I think we have to clean up our "implicit 
bias" about particular kinds of individuals whatever their country or origin, color, how much work 
they do or how many children they have,  where they live every day or just tonight.  It might seem 
like an imposition on us and financial resources to "let" people who don't have our background get 
financial subsidies of various kinds when we have been working hard all our lives--maybe even 
since our rather advanced training.  We have to go out of our way to influence communities, 
corporations, political sectors, and more because, speaking selfishly, we are all sharing this planet 
together.  As Beloved Community, it isn't a small geographical piece of soil but "the world belongs 
to all" and as beloved community, we have to work for ALL--even if we resent it--in which case we 
may need to ask for guidance to get beyond resenting people who don't have everything they 
need.   What are some examples of people we might find difficult to believe we should try to help?    

We look forward to hearing your thoughts.  Please consider how this scripture impacts your 
thoughts on this trait. 

Romans 15:1-7 New International Version (NIV) 

15 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please 

ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For even 

Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on 

me.”[a] 4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward 

each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

 
       --  Carolyn, Len, Sergio, coordinators of Explorers Group 
 
This is the list from which the Explorers Group has been working:  
25 Traits of a Beloved Community. 
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Cheshire Community Food Pantry Needs Our Help 

 

The food pantry is currently providing their regular clients with two 
weeks of food at a time as well as assisting all families who 
participate in the free or reduced lunch program at school.  
They are encouraging monetary donations.  Their number one 
requested item is cheese and they have found that they can buy more 
cheese with cash donations than they get through in kind donations. 
You may donate directly through their website or mail a check to 
them. 
 
https://www.cheshirefoodpantry.org/  
 
If you purchase items to donate, you may drop them off at any time at 
the pantry.  It is a contactless drop-off. 
The Food Pantry address: 175 Sandbank Road in Cheshire.  
 

 
 

Request for your Thoughts for the Village Voice 

 
Tracy and Carolyn are working on the May edition of the Village 
Voice.  Do you have any inspirational words or thoughts or images 
that would help others during this difficult time?  Please send your 
replies to Tracy at hanke.tracy@gmail.com .  Thank you. 
 
 
 

 

SECRET SISTER UPDATE:  It’s REVEAL TIME!!!! 

In our current situation and with many things a Plan B has been 
established, and thus too with the Secret Sister Reveal.   

Here’s the Plan B: 

Please reveal yourself to your secret sister (the one you ’ve been 
praying for, adorning with your own unique surprises) via a phone 
call, note or email. If per chance you need any of the information 
about your secret sister please call Joe Driscoll at 203-758-3887, our 
Secret Sister list keeper, who will happily supply the info to you!  

While this is a time to reveal yourself, it doesn’t necessarily mean that 
you have to cease being a source of community and friendship to her 
during this time of social isolation. Please try to reach out to her as 
soon as possible. 

Thanks,  Chris Driscoll, Secret Sister Coordinator 

 

AmazonSmile - Shop And Support Cheshire UMC! 

Support our church while you shop Amazon! Simply shop at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0770198 and AmazonSmile donates to Cheshire 

United Methodist Church. You’ll find the exact same shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon donates a portion of the 

purchase price to Cheshire UMC. To make it easy for you, our direct link is 

here.  

 
Cheshire United Methodist Church 

office@cheshireumc.com 

Pastor Ken Kieffer (203) 699-6322 

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-4626 
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