
From Our Pastor 

 

So I get up every morning (thank you, God!) and make Karen a cup of 
coffee (thank you, Keurig!) and prepare a breakfast smoothie with 6 
fruits and billions of active probiotics and check the day’s weather and 
the breaking news and Facebook (man, do I miss baseball!).  This 
morning, when I went on FB, I noticed that someone from this church 
(thank you, Brian!) and someone from the church that I served way back 
in the early 90’s and someone in my family had all shared the same post 

with me at the same time.  When that sort of stuff happens, I usually take it as a sign.  Here it is: 

"OK, but honestly, how privileged are so many of us that during a global pandemic, we can just 
stay warm at home, reading, working, still being educated, creating, talking to our loved ones, 
with little worries and a fridge stocked with food.  Do remind yourself to be grateful.”  
 

Words for the Day 

"Rejoice always, 

 pray without ceasing, 

 give thanks in all circumstances; 

 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”     -  1Thessalonians 5:16-18 

    

Ways to Help Our World...  
 

~ Donating Food to the Food Pantry—see the next page!! 

~ Sending cards to anyone who might need a pick-me-up 
 
~ Donate Blood 
 
~ Say your prayers like Lilah! (see below) 
         
 

 

Let the Light Shine In 

Our little Lilah Heuser was listening to Pastor Ken’s sermon along with 
her mom and when she heard Ken say “what do you do when your 
God isn’t stopping the plagues or pandemics” she looked right at her 
mom and said “I know what I would do, Mom, I would do prayers.” 
 
 
At 8 p.m. each night, let the bells ring.  Whether you have a bell, 
chimes, pots and pans, cowbells, let them ring!  Cheshire ’s Lights of 
Hope is spearheading this to show we are a strong community and we 
are in this together.  Let’s make music “together.” 
 

Secret Sisters Update 

 

SECRET SISTER UPDATE:  It’s REVEAL TIME!!!! 

In our current situation and with many things a Plan B has been 
established, and thus too with the Secret Sister Reveal.   

Here’s the Plan B: 

Please reveal yourself to your secret sister (the one you ’ve been 
praying for, adorning with your own unique surprises) via a phone 
call, note or email. If per chance you need any of the information 
about your secret sister please call Joe Driscoll at 203-758-3887, our 
Secret Sister list keeper, who will happily supply the info to you!  

While this is a time to reveal yourself, it doesn’t necessarily mean that 
you have to cease being a source of community and friendship to her 
during this time of social isolation. Please try to reach out to her by 
the end of March.  

Thanks,  Chris Driscoll, Secret Sister Coordinator 
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Coming soon to a computer near you . . . 

Online Worship Only 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

cheshireumc.com 

FB: cheshirectumc 

10 With Pastor Ken! 

Sundays &Wednesdays 

7 p.m. Bible Story time 

FB: cheshirectumc 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday, April 5th 

Online at 10 a.m. 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 12th 

Stay tuned for details! 



Condolences  

Our condolences to Laurie and Paul Bellagamba on the death of her 
mother, Ruth Sullivan, on Tuesday.  A private graveside service, 
officiated by Pastor Ken, will be held in Massachusetts next week. 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheshire Community Food Pantry In Desperate Need!! 

 

The food pantry is currently providing their regular clients with two 
weeks of food at a time as well as assisting all families who participate in 
the free or reduced lunch program at school. 
 

They’re running very low on bread, canned chicken, pasta 
sauce, Beefaroni, Chunky soups, peanut butter, jelly, beef 
stew, salad dressing, and rice.  Please help if you can. 
 
If you go out to the grocery for your essentials, please consider picking 
up a few items for the pantry.  There’s a small (unmanned) lobby to drop 
off the donations—you can drop off anytime of day.  You can also leave 
your donations here at the church in the vestibule and we will deliver 
them.   
 
The Food Pantry address: 175 Sandbank Road in Cheshire 
 

Pledges Accepted Here :) 

Our finance gurus are looking into online pledging at this time.  For now, 
pledges are accepted, gratefully so, here in the office.  The mailbox is 
also checked regularly (205 Academy Road, Cheshire 06410).  Thank 
you.  
 
 

Explorers Adult Group Online 

 

EXPLORERS BECOMES FOR AWHILE  
“BELOVED COMMUNITY ON LINE” 
 
Hello fellow Explorers 

 
Peace be with you as we continue to explore together. We have at last arrived at 
the 25th and final trait in our study of Martin Luther King’s Beloved Community. 
The 25th trait is: “Shares power and acknowledges the inescapable network of 
mutuality among the human family.”  
 
This week’s questions are: 
Have you seen a demonstration of this trait recently that you can share with the 
group? 
Is the network of mutuality among the human family strengthened or weakened 
in our current situations? 
What obstacles stand in the way of achieving the fullest version of this trait and 
how might they be overcome? 
If there were no obstacles standing in the way, what would the fullest version of 
this trait look like in your community, our country or UM Church? 
 
We are looking forward to your thoughts as you send them along. 
Please "reply all" if you are using technology so that all the Explorers can think 
about your response. 
The entire list of Martin Luther King’s Traits of a Beloved Community can be 
found at the link below. 
 
Be well, be smart and stay positive in spirit.  
 
--  Sergio Deganis, Len Mecca, Carolyn Hardin Engelhardt, coordinators of  
     Explorers Group at Cheshire United Methodist Church 

 
This is the list from which the Explorers Group has been working:  
25 Traits of a Beloved Community. 
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A Request for your Thoughts for the Village Voice 

 
Tracy and Carolyn are working on the next edition of the Village Voice 
and would like your thoughts on this question: what are you doing 
during this very difficult time to bring yourself peace or joy or a smile 
to your face?  Please send your replies to Tracy at 
hanke.tracy@gmail.com .  Thank you. 
 
 
 

The Feel Goods  

 
One might need to turn to page 2 in the newspaper to find them, but 

stories abound of people stepping up to help each other.  Here are 

just five of the thousands. 

   

~ Crocs– the shoe company –is donating 10,000 pair shoes per day to    

   healthcare workers. 

~ Restaurants are donating meals to feed school aged children  

~ Kids are holding impromptu outdoor concerts for their neighbors  

~ Neighbors are doing drive-by happy birthdays to children 

~ Factories are rebooting to make needed medical equipment  

~ Kids are taking a list of items in their pantries to their elderly 

neighbors to shop from and then delivering  

~ DOT employees at truck weigh stations aren’t weighing the trucks—

they are handing out meals to the truckers 

 

The list is incredible.  If you have one you’d like to see mentioned, 

email the office with it: office@cheshireumc.com 

 

 

From Our Mailbag 

Dear Pastor Ken, 

On behalf of the Monday noon AA Group, thank you for allowing us to 
use your facilities for our meeting.  We alcoholics need group 
fellowship, not isolation.  What you’re doing is truly a gift from God! 

Sincerely, the Monday AA Group 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
 
Oh my how special my prayer shawl is.  I have gotten so much JOY 
out of it and am touched and very grateful that you thought of me. 
It is a tremendous job that you do and I cannot thank you enough for 
embracing me in your prayers and love and doing this for so many.  
 
Peace, love, and thanks, 
Karen Kieffer 
 
 
 

 

AmazonSmile - Shop And Support Cheshire UMC! 

Support our church while you shop Amazon! Simply shop at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0770198 and AmazonSmile donates to Cheshire 

United Methodist Church. You’ll find the exact same shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon donates a portion of the 

purchase price to Cheshire UMC. To make it easy for you, our direct link is 

here.  

 
Cheshire United Methodist Church 

office@cheshireumc.com 

Pastor Ken Kieffer (203) 699-6322 

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-4626 
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