
 

The Village Voice 

 

Welcome to our new church newsletter. 
This is by us, for us, and about us! 
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Send in pictures of your new college and 
high school graduates with pertinent info!  

Who, where, when, and what the future 
holds for the graduate.  Submissions due 

June 20th.  Send to Tracy Hanke at 
jeffreyhanke@sbcglobal.net 
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WE ALL HAVE A STORY –  

 We All Have a Story – Marjorie Jordan     Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

Through thick and thin, multiple moves, family tragedy, and much more, one thing has 
always remained strong in the life of the woman we know 
and love as Marge Jordan.  That one thing would be Faith. 
Marge was born Dec. 3, 1938 feet first in New York City.  In 
the years to come the family would live many places in the 
NYC area.  The Methodist church was a huge part of 
Marge’s early life.  She remembers fondly attending Camp 
Quinipet in the summers.  One vision of camp that touched 
her deeply as a child and has stayed with her was the 
wooden cross that graced the beautiful vespers setting as the 
campers worshipped at the end of each day. 

After high school, Marge attended Oneonta State Teachers 
College in upstate NY transferring at the end of her 
sophomore year to Hofstra University. There she attended 
night classes while working as an Xray typist during the day.  
After transferring again to NY State University in New 

Paltz, she received her BS degree in teaching K-6 in 1961. 

Shortly afterward, she began dating Earnest “Buddy” Kruger, a friend from church.  
Separated for a while as Buddy went off to school and served in the USAF, they reunited and 
married in 1961. Their first child, Lorraine, was born the following year.  Marge taught 
school in Long Island while Buddy worked for Otis Elevator.  The couple moved to 
Blacksburg, VA so that Buddy could complete his degree.  Marge was employed as teacher of 
32 first grade boys in Roanoke.  Because of their difficult childhoods, Marge felt as though 
she was not only their teacher, but also acted as parent at times.  She recalls, “It was hard 
and tiring, but also very rewarding work.”  Once Buddy received his degree in Engineering, 
they moved to Saddlebrook, NJ.  Two more moves would happen in short time as well as the 
birth of two more daughters, Denise and Arleen. 

Cheshire, CT was the next and final home for Marge, Buddy and their family.  At the age of 
42, Buddy was diagnosed with cancer.  This was devastating for the family, but Buddy 
reassured them that he would work hard to stay alive physically, mentally, and spiritually for 
as long as possible.  Marge recalls, “We still went on trips and treasured every moment we 
had together.”  Marge says that he was on a spiritual quest for many years, but eventually 
found faith. 

When Buddy was asked to go to Italy on business, Marge joined him.  They extended their 
stay, celebrating their 25th anniversary, enjoying the sights of Europe, and collecting lifelong 
memories.  Sadly, Buddy’s almost 10 year battle with cancer ended at the age of 51. 

(Continued on p. 4) 
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Marge remembers calling George Engelhardt, pastor at the time, the morning buddy died.  
She had asked daughter Arleen what she wanted to do.  “I want to go to church,” she 
replied, so they did.  Again, Marge’s faith kicked in and she drew strength and support 
from her congregation and her pastor.  To support herself and her children, Marge worked 
as a nurse’s aide for 5 years and as a teacher at the Creative Learning Center for 10 years. 
“I was finally able to pay off the house.  It wasn’t easy but with God’s help I made it 
through,” recalls Marge. 

Twelve years ago, CUMC was fortunate to witness the love between Marge and her 
current husband, Bill Jordan, as they joined together in marriage during the worship 
service on May 20, 2007.  For years now, a Friday night out dancing is great fun for them.  
Often when out enjoying themselves, younger people will approach them and tell them 
how fortunate they are to have each other and that they hope to find that kind of love.  
“Bill is a good man with a good sense of family.  He’s gone through a lot in his life, but has 
kept his sense of humor and faith,” says Marge. “He’s teaching me to slow down a little 
and I teach him to speed up at times.  We laugh a lot.  We are an open book to each 
other.” 

When I asked Marge what her church means to her she states, “It’s a place to go that you 
know people there have the spirit of Jesus in their heart and want to be supportive in that 
person’s journey.  The love surrounds you and makes you feel you’re not alone. Maybe we 
can’t necessarily change anything, but we can surely show we care.”  She worries about the 
electronic distractions today, that we are missing what is all around us.  Marge says, “We 
need that connection to humanity and nature.  God is all around you.” 

Marge has served her church as Sunday school teacher and superintendent, Member 
Nurture chair, and choir member.  Years ago, she states, she had the Sunday school 
children to her place to collect duck eggs.  They then took them to the church and made 
duck egg omelets and together with the zucchini bread they had made earlier, enjoyed a 
tasty breakfast!  Other interests are gardening, classical piano, and prayer shawl ministry.  
She also served as a trained Hospice volunteer at one time.  Even though there were some 
sad times, all in all, Marge says that her 41 years in Cheshire have been joyful.  She 
remembers the church picnics held at her house and the kids in and out of the pool having 
the time of their lives.  

At the end of our conversation, I asked Marge what she thought God had in store for her.  
Thinking for a few seconds, she answered, “To keep faith even though life is changing and 
to be able to accept change and still have your joy.  God wants us to laugh more than cry.  
Our congregation is open and accepting of all.  Hopefully, the Methodist Church will come 
to that conclusion too, and if not, that our church will continue to be inclusive.”  Marge is 
grateful for all she has experienced in her life.  She thinks about those who often live in 
danger and fear and prays for them.  I think we would all agree that Marge is a blessing in 
our lives and, no doubt, in the lives of those she encounters every day. 
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*  Lexi Ferraiolo wants to be a social worker when she grows up. 

*  Mark Eckert collects antique radios. 

*  Cindy Russo has four beautiful grandchildren, ages 1 to 5. 

*  Harriet ‘Jeff’ Clark was a member of a women’s guitar group in the 70’s called 
“The Real Thing.”  They played songs of peace, ecology, and protest.  When her late 
husband Fred joined them on his very cool drum, they changed their name to “The 
Real Thing and a Falsey.” 

*  Gary DeVilbiss will be attending Quinnipiac University in the Mechanical 
Engineering Honors Program. 

*  Lilah Heuser’s favorite color is pink and that she’s really cool J 

*  Caitlyn Desmond will be attending ECA (Educational Center for the Arts) in New 
Haven for her freshman year of high school.  She will be a vocal student. 

*  Len Mecca didn’t know what it felt like to land in an airplane until his 15th flight!  
His first 14 trips in an airplane  . . .he parachuted out! 

*  Laurie Bellagamba first met Paul when he was dating her best friend, Robin, in 
college.  After graduation, Robin moved to Florida.  Paul reached out to Laurie and 
they started dating.  Guess who was the Maid of Honor at their wedding?  Robin! 

*  Diane Huxley was the lead in her high school musical “South Pacific” (Cheshire 
High School - 1965) and she had what we call nowadays a “wardrobe malfunction” 
during the show J 

The New Memorial Garden at Cheshire UMC 
Thank you to David Wilkinson! 
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During their April Spring Break this year, two Cheshire UMC youth went on a 9 day trip 
to Europe to study WWII.  Evan Missakian and Sam Hanke, both juniors at Cheshire 
High School, traveled to four countries and numerous sites.  They, along with 26 other 

students, visited Poland, the Czech Republic, Germany, and France.   
I asked them to share their thoughts and experiences. 

 
What was your favorite city and why? 
 
Sam - Krakow, especially the Royal Krakow Palace because it was all around awesome. 
 
Evan – Strasbourg, France.  I though it was the most beautiful place we saw and that it was 
generally an underrated city in my opinion.  There weren’t very many tourists there, which 
made it all the more beautiful. 
 
What place had the most significant impact on you ? How did it impact you? 
 
Not surprisingly, both boys answered Auschwitz.  They said it was breathtaking and hard 
to comprehend.  It was a humbling experience being there.  Evan stated that everyone 
knows about the Auschwitz camp, but actually being there and seeing it was life changing. 
 
Are there any sites you would like to visit again? 
 
Sam – Krakow and Strasbourg 
 
Evan – All of them except Warsaw because most of it had been destroyed in the war and 
there wasn’t much history left.  He stated, “however, I could easily spend a week in all of 
the other locations.” 
 
What surprised you the most on this trip? 
 
Sam – the size and location of the Auschwitz camp – it is surrounded by “normal” life: 
houses, stores, and the like 
 
Evan – the amount of history that was lost during the war.  There were so many historical 
buildings and cities that just never made it out of the war. 
 
Did you find Europeans to be friendly, helpful,  . . .? 
 
Our tour guides were lovely and many in town were helpful and thought it was funny 
when we tried to speak their language.  Evan said “most of them knew we were in a tour 
group, and they were nice to us, most likely because they wanted to sell us something.”
                                                                                                 (Cont. on p. 7) 
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What was your favorite food? 

Both boys answered with an unequivocal “pierogies from Poland.”  “The ones we have 
here in the US do not do them justice “J 

Would you recommend this trip to other kids at CHS? 

Sam – Very much so.  It was amazing and I made a lot of new friends. 

Evan – I would, but only to students who care about history.  If a student is just trying to 
have a relaxing vacation, they need to look at a trip to a tropical location. 

You chose to go on this trip.  As a 16 year old, why do you think it’s important for your 
generation to learn and study history? 

Sam summarized the famous quote, “those who allow history to be forgotten are destined 
to repeat it.” 

Evan – We need to be able to understand and comprehend what we as people are capable 
of.  If we are taught about these terrible events in our history, we can prevent them from 
happening again. 

Describe your experience in one word. 

Sam – amazing! 
Evan - humbling 
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We Couldn’t Have Said it Better Ourselves! 
*  Spring being a tough act to follow, God created June. – AJ Bernstein 

*  There are two seasons in Scotland: June and Winter. – Billy Connolly 

*  In early June the world of leaf and blade and flowers explodes, and every sunset 
is different. – John Steinbeck 

*  I wonder what it would be like to live in a world where it was always June. – 
L.M. Montgomery 

The month of June is 

National Candy Month, National Dairy Month, National Seafood Month, and 
National Iced Tea Month. 

So go enjoy a shrimp and scallop dinner with a glass of iced tea.  Finish it off 
with a milkshake topped with m &ms.  It’s June, after all! 

With regards to June being National Dairy month, here are some 
really interesting facts about cows. 

 

Cows arrived in America with the Jamestown settlers in 1611. 

Cows spend 10 hours a day chewing their cud (at a rate of 50 times per minute.)  It 
aids in digestion. 

Every spot on a cow is unique.  Like snowflakes, no two are alike. 
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Submitted by Carolyn Kelly 

The residents of Elim Park are fortunate to have an abundance of activities available to 
them.  One of those activities is a Creative Writing group of which Dolly Peabody (age 
102) is a member.  Members write from their own experience and then read their piece 
to the assembled group.  Dolly has kindly filled my request for one of her writings 
which appears below.  Accompanying her piece was a note from Dolly reading:  
“Herewith my recent attempt at Creative Writing.  It shows why I welcome the ease of living in a 
retirement home.  Thank you.” 

Leave Your Pets at Home When You Travel 

These are not always vacation trips to which I am referring.  Some were part of temporary 
changes of address for business reasons.  The first episode I remember was leaving our 
Brooklyn, NY apartment for a temporary sojourn in Mississippi.  Since our apartment pet 
was a canary and we were traveling by car, it seemed possible to take the canary in his cage 
along with us.  As you may know, canaries are sensitive to air pollution.  Since traveling 
involved winter cold, the car windows were closed and the fumes from the car exhaust 
overcame the canary.  I still mourn remembering leaving the canary and cage behind a 
wood pile at our overnight motel.  I do wonder what the motel owners thought upon 
finding our offering.   

Another experience was traveling to Memphis, Tenn from New York still with a bird in a 
cage.  This time it was a parakeet in a special small traveling cage because we were 
traveling by plane.  It was necessary to stay in a Memphis hotel while we searched for a 
temporary apartment.  The parakeet fared well but what a spectacle I made checking in to 
a hotel carrying a bird cage. 

Not daunted by past experience we chose to find a home for a chicken we had given to our 
daughter for Easter by driving with it to our vacation in Maine.  A home was promised at 
my husband’s family farm.  Our daughter and the by then grown full size rooster rode 
together in the back seat.  The temperature at the time meant that the windows were not 
wide open.  The ride was long, five hours, the fowl smell increased by each mile.  We 
arrived with windows wide open.  Live and learn.  Or did we? 

Over time we graduated from birds to dogs.  The collie accompanied us to our cottage 
vacation in Maine.  He traveled well.  However on our last night at the cottage the collie 
ran afoul with a skunk.  Steps had to be taken if we were to travel with an odiferous dog.  
Late at night the stores were closed.  Solution:  a launderette was open.  We purchased 
Clorox and bathed the collie as best we could.  Not much help.  The all day trip home with 
a collie filling the car with the combined smell of skunk and Clorox was experience not to 
be repeated.   

Take my advice:  Leave your pets at home when you travel.   



 

 

 

1 Kim Ferraiolo 
2 Malachi Caldwell 
2 Zachary Caldwell 
2 Dawn Deganis 
2 Derek LaRusso 
2 Joe Mongillo 
3 Kristen Conrad 
4 Kyle Frederick 
6 TJ Attanasio 
6 Bryan Ray 
8 Jaxon Cameron 
8 Brian Prentice 
8 Jake McGrath 
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June Anniversaries 
 

2             Karen & Ken Kieffer 
9             Paul & Laurie Bellagamba 
15            Doug & Kim Erickson 
16            Bryan & Janet Ray 
17            Dick & Elaine Lau 
19            Mike & Natalie Missakian 
21            Doug & Sharon VanWie 
24            Matthew & Shannon Cameron 
24            David & Debra Bond 
26            Don & Ginny Ludwig 
26            Tom & Deb Morck 

9 Patrick Marini 
9 David Niles 
12 Renee Poet 
13 Elizabeth Thomas 
14 Debra Trout-Kolb 
16 Shawn Thomas 
20 Natalee Marini 
21 Daniel Clark 
22 Taylor Bond 
28 Candice Niles 
28 Peg Edgar 
 

Happy  June Birthday to . . 

10 

“Today is the oldest you’ve been and the youngest you’ll ever be 
again.” – Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Once Upon a Time in Connecticut . . . 
On June 1, 1880, the first public telephone pay station in the U.S. was installed and 
used in New Haven.  It was in the offices of the Connecticut Telephone Company 
and it cost 10 cents, paid to a phone attendant. 

Nine years later, in 1889, the first public phone that directly accepted coins was 
installed in Hartford.  Callers inserted the coins AFTER the call was completed .  
Talk about the honor system! 

Nine more years (1898) and the prepay phone was introduced.  
(In Chicago, not Connecticut this time!)

 

The kids and adults who are headed to UMARMY in the next few months completed 
their mandatory tool training.  Thank you to Paul Bellagamba for once again running 
the show!   

 


