
From Our Pastor 
My beloved church family, 
 

There was an incident on our block this past week, whereby a couple of 
cars were broken into.  In a classic suburban response, I hightailed it to 
Costco to buy one of those “Ring” things - a panoramic camera that 
disguises itself as a doorbell.   However, since the installation of said 
device fell under the category of “home improvement", I was forbidden to 
be involved in any part of this other than its purchase and delivery.  But I 

overheard that, for safety’s sake, the power to the old doorbell would have to be cut off at some 
point for some time.    
 

I don’t know about you, but I don’t like being cut off from power - even for a short time.  It makes 
me feel uncomfortable.  Uneasy.  Vulnerable.   
 

Early this week, I listened to a message that had been left on the church answering machine.  
The caller asked if the church, the Cheshire United Methodist Church, would be willing to open 
her doors to someone who had been traumatized years ago by the Church (NOT the Cheshire 
United Methodist Church).  They didn’t disclose what the trauma was, and I didn’t ask.  But what 
happened was so awful and painful and scarring that it kept this person from even entering a 
church building... for decades!  
 

They wouldn’t join us for worship, or Bible study, or even stop by my office just  to say “hi”.   No.  
All they wanted to do at this stage of their healing process was sit in our otherwise empty 
sanctuary - maybe for a second, maybe for an hour - and try to feel relatively safe and 
comfortable in God’s house... for the first time in decades.   
 

Talk about being cut off from power.  Talk about feeling uncomfortable, uneasy and vulnerable.   
 

I hope and pray that this person will be able to sit in our sanctuary and begin to reclaim the power 
that someone stole from them so long ago.  I hope and pray that this person will be able to sit in 
our sanctuary and feel the spirit of the Great Physician tending to their wounds.  I hope and pray 
that this person, this child of God, this sibling of ours,  will be able to sit in our sanctuary and 
remember/realize that there is "nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord”. (Romans 8:39). 
 

By the way, if that passage of scripture doesn’t "ring a bell”, I’d invite you to consider memorizing 
it.  It’s quite powerful.       

 

 

Thank You for Your Kindness 

We appreciate the kindness extended to our family, by our church family 
and friends on the sudden passing of Pat Chambers.  Thank you for your 
calls, cards and prayers in our time of sorrow.  Dot Mattson and Family  
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Coming soon to our sanctuary . . . 

This Sunday  

Worship in-person 

In our sanctuary 

10 a.m. 

Summer Worship  

New Time  

Starting Sun., July 4th 

Worship at 9 a.m. 

Altar Flowers 

Many Sunday openings 

Contact Tracy in the 

office to reserve a date. 

July/August Upper 

Room Devotionals are 

here.  Look for them in 

the narthex.  

THE WEEKLY COURIER 



 

 
 

Summer Worship Time Change! - Starting July 4th at 9 a.m. 

Beginning Sunday, July 4th and running until the Sunday after Labor Day, 
worship will begin at 9 a.m.   Let’s beat the heat together. 
 
 
 
 

Want to Celebrate a Special Date? . . . Say it With Flowers! 

Altar flowers offer a beautiful way to remember or honor someone special in 
your life.  If there’s a date you’d like to reserve on the calendar, email the 
office and let Tracy know.  We order through Plumb Farms and a church 
member picks them up.  It couldn’t be easier and it adds so much to the 
sanctuary.         
 
                         

Upper Room Devotionals Available-For July/August 2021 

The May/June 2021l Upper Room Daily Devotional has arrived and is 
available to any and all.  Both size booklets are in the vestibule for easy pick-
up.  They are also on a table in the narthex.   Enjoy. 
 
 
 

Something New 

This is a dedicated time for anyone to meet in a casual coffee/tea time 
atmosphere together for fellowship and fun conversation that is held the 4th 
Tuesday of the month.   We look forward to gathering again. 

Chris Driscoll, Ginny Ludwig and Marge Jordan, coordinators 

 
 

Pulpit Prep and Explorers Group on Hiatus til Fall Monday 

Pulpit Prep and our Explorers Sunday School Class will resume in the fall.   

 
 
 

Church Council  

Church Council’s next meeting will be Tuesday, August 10th, at 7:30 

p.m. via Zoom.  All are welcome at Council meetings.  The minutes from 

the June meeting are here.   

 

Shopping Online? Support Cheshire UMC, too! 

Support our church while you shop Amazon! Simply shop at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0770198 and AmazonSmile donates to Cheshire 

UMC. You’ll find the exact same shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 

the added bonus that Amazon donates a portion of the purchase price to 

Cheshire UMC. Our direct link is here.  
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