
From Our Pastor 

 
 

My beloved church family, 

I recently became the proud “owner" of a church Zoom account!  Among the powers and 
privileges this ownership now affords me, with a single click I can suddenly end a meeting 
whenever I want, and mute whomever I want.  This must be how the Wizard of Oz felt!   

But with power and privilege comes responsibility.  Sigh.  Among the new things for which I am now responsible is 
sharing my screen.  If I want Pulpit Prep students to all look at the same version of a Bible passage, or if I want the 
Finance committee to review a particular quarterly report,  or if I want the Advent Study group to remotely watch the 
same DVD, everyone in the audience can see my screen.    

Which means that for the first time this century, I had to clean my screen!  Of everything!  Of the 25 enormous folders 
I’ve been amassing since Steve Jobs was knee-high to a grasshopper.  Of the 43 different documents that I’ve been 
working on since WordStar shone brightly on the information superhighway.  But how? 

One by one, I slowly slipped all of the docs into a single folder.  Great!  But that still left me with 26 enormous, bright 
blue folders scattered across my screen.  I wondered.  Could I put a folder into another folder?  Was that even 
possible?  I took a deep breath, made the sign of the cross, and gingerly dragged one tiny folder into an even tinier 
folder.   

It worked!  But would it take another folder?  And another folder?  And still another?   I kept waiting for the NSA to tell 
me to stop, or my Mac to start smoking, but the only thing that happened was that my 26 folders became one super-
folder.  It took everything I threw at it.  And then some.   

That’s when I saw God!  I mean no disrespect, but God suddenly appeared to me as a bright blue super-folder.  All of 
my worries, all of my concerns, all of my trials and tribulations, all of my hopes and dreams, all of my joys and sorrows 
- all of my everything from this century and the last, God has taken.  God has handled.  God has managed.  Without 
filling up, without breaking down.   

Isn’t it time you cleaned YOUR screen?    

 

Announcements 

Pulpit Prep meets via Zoom on Monday at 7:30 p.m. to discuss (Genesis 12:1-4a). 

Advent Study Series begins 11/29, and runs every Sunday in Advent from 5-6:30 p.m.  If you would 
like to enroll, let Ken know.  The book, “Incarnation,” by Adam Hamilton, costs $15.  

Sunday School lessons for children in pre-K through 6 are available in the bookcase in the narthex. 
See page 2 for all the details! 

Church Council meets Tuesday at 7:30 pm  via Zoom.  All are welcome.  See Ken for info to join. 
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Coming soon to a sanctuary near you . . . 

Worship 

Sunday, Nov. 8th 

10 a.m. 

In-person and Online 

Thanksgiving 

Basket Collection 

Gift cards due  

Thursday, Nov. 12th 

Lights of Hope 

Saturday, Nov. 14th 

Volunteers needed! 

See page 2. 

Consecration Sunday 

November 22nd 

10 a.m. 
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Wreaths For Sale 

From Daniel Desmond, one of our Sunday School students...   

“My boy scout troop is selling beautiful, large, fragrant holiday wreaths!  If 
you would like to support my troop by purchasing one (or more), they are 
$16 each and are well-priced given their size!  Please let me know if you 
would like to purchase any to decorate your home or business this 
Christmas season.  I am happy to deliver the wreaths locally.  You may 
contact me directly using the church directory or let Pastor Ken know.  Thank 
you.”  

 
 
 

Sunday School Lessons To-Go! 

Sunday school lessons for children in pre-K through 6 are available in 
the bookcase in the narthex. Find your family cubby.  If being used in church, 
take the plastic bag of materials and the pencil box to use during the service.  
If you are taking the lesson home, take just the plastic bag of materials.  If 
you need to get into church during the week, make arrangement with Tracy. 

Questions or suggestions, please email/call Jeff Clark. Thanks for helping us 
continue the Christian education of our children. 

 

Cheshire Lights of Hope—Saturday, November 14th 

Lights of Hope is a town-wide collaboration to raise funds for local charities and bring the 
town together with a beautiful display of light!  This year CUMC will display 230 luminaries 
on the front lawn of the church.  We are looking for help with the following: 

Set up at 11 am: Assembly of the luminaries, Placement of luminaries on the front lawn. 

Lighting of the Luminaries at 4 pm:  Dress warmly, bring lighters. 

     Clean up on Sunday, November 15th after church:  Dispose of candles, recycle bags, save       
                     sand for next year. 

 

Thanksgiving Basket Collections for Cheshire Food Pantry—Due Thursday 

We are collecting gift cards for Stop & Shop and Big Y gift cards in 
denominations of $10- $25.  CUMC members can also donate cash/check to 
the efforts, and I will buy gift cards- they should write checks to CUMC with 
note specifying Thanksgiving Baskets. 

Donations need to be into the office by Thursday, November 12th. 
                 

                                            Thank you.  ~ Jenn Roeder 

 

Pulpit Prep is ZOOMing—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. 

Pulpit Prep is ZOOMing this Monday.  Please join Pastor Ken and others at 7:30 

p.m. on Monday evenings as they take an in-depth look at upcoming scripture 

passages.  This week we’ll be studying Genesis 12:1-4a.  Contact Pastor Ken if 

interested. 
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Explorers Group Online—11:15 a.m. Sunday 

Explorers invite you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  
Class starts at 11:15! 

This week we explore and discuss Jacob. He is described in our 
study materials as the classic trickster. DO you know any tricksters? 
How does God abide such characters?  If you wish to learn more 
about Jacob read Genesis 25-35, 46-49.  

Please remember no preparation is required for our class.  

Please also don’t hesitate to join the class after it has started. We welcome all of you and are 

happy to see you for a little or a lot.  

 
Join Zoom Meeting:     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6955001454  

 
We look forward to seeing and hearing from you, Carolyn, Len, & Sergio 
 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,6955001454# US (Germantown) 
+13126266799,,6955001454# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbQID8qxu8 

 
 
 

Something New Group 

Tuesday, November 24, 11:00 AM 
Meet indoors at CUMC with social distancing 
Unless warm enough to meet outdoors 
Bring your mask 
Questions, contact Chris Driscoll 
203-232-6865 
 
 

 

Altar Flowers  - Many Sundays available 

If you would like to order altar flowers in honor of or in memory of 
someone, our florist does a marvelous job.  The flowers will adorn the altar 
on your chosen Sunday.  Please email the office if interested.  Thanks! 
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Cheshire Community Food Pantry 

The food pantry is encouraging monetary donations as well as food 

donations.  You may donate directly through their website or mail a check 

to them. 

https://www.cheshirefoodpantry.org/  

Wish List: Boxed potatoes, applesauce cups, fruit cups, beef broth, and 

juice 

 If you purchase items to donate, you may drop them off at any time at 

the pantry.  It is a contactless drop-off. 

The Food Pantry address: 175 Sandbank Road in Cheshire. 

 
 

Pledges Accepted Here and Online :) 

 You are now able to pledge on our website!  This is a very safe and 
efficient way to continue giving your gift to God.  If you prefer to mail 
them in, please feel free!  The mailbox is checked regularly (205 
Academy Road, Cheshire 06410).   
 
 

 
 
 

Pledges AmazonSmile - Shop And Support Cheshire UMC! 

Support our church while you shop Amazon! Simply shop at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0770198 and AmazonSmile donates to 

Cheshire United Methodist Church. You’ll find the exact same shopping 

experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon 

donates a portion of the purchase price to Cheshire UMC. To make it 

easy for you, our direct link is      here.  

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church 

office@cheshireumc.com 

Pastor Ken Kieffer (203) 699-6322 

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-4626 
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