
From Our Pastor 

 
 
 

My beloved church family, 
 
First off, let me thank Mark and Elaine and Jeff and Marge and Mara for guiding us through a 
Ken-free worship service on Sunday.  While Karen and I were away, they all presented a 
wonderful celebration of the many gifts of our congregation.  Praise God!  Thanks also to 
Renee and Matt and Barb for valiantly trying to get a recording of that special service online.  

Unfortunately, our WiFi let us down once again.  Sigh. 
 
But there’s reason to hope that that was the last time.  Thanks to Deb and her “won’t take no for an answer” attitude, 
Cox Communications came out to the church on more than one occasion this week - and apparently fixed the flaw that 
has been hindering and hampering our ability to post our worship services on FaceBook Live.  Woo hoo! 
 
Lastly, many thanks to our hundreds of “friends” and “fans” on FB, who have been faithful and patient and forgiving 
while we've tried to figure all of this out.  Bless you! 
 
I didn’t plan this intentionally, of course, but what a perfect parable  for our 2020 Stewardship Campaign - many faithful 
and generous laypersons sharing their gifts of time, talent and treasure for the Glory of God, to help our church 
continue to be the Body of Christ in the heart of Cheshire for the transformation of the world.   
 
In that spirit, will you please make sure that you have prayerfully completed your obnoxiously orange 2021 Estimated 
Giving card?  You can either mail it today or bring it with you to worship on Sunday.  I’ve been praying for 100% 
participation this year, but that can only happen with your help.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 

Explorers Adult Group meets via Zoom at 11:15 am this Sunday.  All are welcome.  For Zoom info, 
please refer to page 3. 

Pulpit Prep meets via Zoom on Monday at 7:30 p.m. to discuss Mark 13:24-37.  Last class for the 
year! 

Something New meets Tuesday at 11 a.m. indoors - unless it’s warm enough to be outdoors.  Bring 
your mask and enjoy some fellowship during this time of social distancing. 

Office will be closed Thursday for the Thanksgiving holiday.   

Next Sunday will be our Hanging of the Greens service at 10 a.m.  

Advent Study Series begins 11/29, and runs every Sunday in Advent.  The first Sunday runs from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  All 
other Sundays it is 5 – 6:30 p.m.  If you would like to enroll, let Ken know.  The book, “Incarnation,” by Adam Hamilton, 
costs $15.  

Our Annual Church Conference (via Zoom) is scheduled for 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 29.  All are invited.  
Church Council members are expected. At this meeting, we will adopt our 2021 budget and elect our slate of officers. 
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Christ the King Sunday 

Sunday, Nov. 22nd 

10 a.m. 

In-person and Online 

Road to Bethlehem 

Cancelled for 2020.  

Looking forward to a 

great one in 2021! 

Church Conference 

via Zoom 

Sunday, Nov. 29th 

4:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Service 

Parking Lot Style 

Thursday, Dec. 24th 

5 p.m. 

THE WEEKLY COURIER 



 

 

Christmas Shopping Online? Support Cheshire UMC, too! 

Support our church while you shop Amazon! Simply shop at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0770198 and AmazonSmile donates to Cheshire 

United Methodist Church. You’ll find the exact same shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon donates a portion of the 

purchase price to Cheshire UMC. To make it easy for you, our direct link is      

here.  

 

Road to Bethlehem Update 

Many thanks to all of you who took the time to respond to our survey about 
presenting our annual Road to Bethlehem this December.  Your responses 
were of great help, and made our decision a little easier. 

We have agreed NOT to present Road to Bethlehem this year.  While it 
saddens us to tell you this, we feel it is in the best interests of our church 
community.  Keeping everyone safe was our first thought, and since we don't 
know the degree of the spread of Covid-19 in the next month, we felt we 
could not go ahead with our plans. 

To those of you who volunteered to participate - a huge thank you!  And to all who would share the 
Christmas spirit as the story of Christ's birth unfolded before you on the "Road to Bethlehem,"  we are 
sorry to disappoint.  There's always next year! 

Chris Driscoll and Ginn Ludwig, Co-Coordinators 

 
 

Pulpit Prep ZOOMs—Monday at 7:30 p.m. 

Pulpit Prep ZOOMs this Monday for the last class of the year.  Please join Pastor 

Ken and others at 7:30 p.m. this Monday as they take an in-depth look at the 

upcoming scripture passages.  This week we’ll be studying Mark 13:24-37.  

Contact Pastor Ken if interested. 

 

Something New Group 

Tuesday, November 24, 11:00 AM 

Meet indoors at CUMC with social distancing 

Unless warm enough to meet outdoors 

Bring your mask 

Questions, contact Chris Driscoll at 203-232-6865. 
 
 
 

 

Wreaths For Sale 

From Daniel Desmond, one of our Sunday School students...   

“My boy scout troop is selling beautiful, large, fragrant holiday wreaths!  If 
you would like to support my troop by purchasing one (or more), they are 
$16 each and are well-priced given their size!  Please let me know if you 
would like to purchase any to decorate your home or business this 
Christmas season.  I am happy to deliver the wreaths locally.  You may 
contact me directly using the church directory or let Pastor Ken know.  Thank 
you.”  
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Sunday School Lessons To-Go! 

Sunday School lessons for children in pre-K through 6 are 
available in the bookcase in the vestibule (accessible any time of 
day.)  Find your family cubby.  If being used in church, take the 
plastic bag of materials and the pencil box to use during the service.  
If you are taking the lesson home, take just the plastic bag of 
materials.  Materials will accumulate only for 2 weeks to avoid waste 
and clutter.  Special thanks to Creighton Myers and Jenn Roeder for 
restoring the bookcase to worthy condition!  Questions or 
suggestions, please email/call Jeff Clark. Thanks for helping us 
continue the Christian education of our children. 

 
 

Explorers Group Online—11:15 a.m. Sunday 

Explorers invite you to a scheduled Zoom meeting at 11:15. 

EXODUS: What does it mean for your faith journey? Join in and you 
may get an answer. 

This week we explore an introduction to Exodus. You could reread 
the whole “book” if you wish but you don’t have to. We are going to 
read Exodus:1-2 in class. 

“Exodus is the second book of the Pentateuch, and it continues the narrative of how the nation 
of Israel came to be. The book picks up in Egypt at Joseph’s death, then carries us through the 
story of the Israelites’ oppression in and removal from Egypt. Over the course of the tale, we see 
a number of narratively and theologically important events and stories: the burning bush, the 
plagues, the Passover, the crossing of the sea, divine revelation at Sinai, reception of divine law, 
and the episode of the golden calf. 

The Exodus is the central story of the entire Hebrew Bible, the foundational event for Israel’s 
identity. But the history of these events, and the history of this text, are more complicated than 
popular representations would lead us to believe. This study explores this richest of biblical 
books, and the history that lies behind it.” Yale Bible Study, Overview  

Please remember no preparation is required for our class.  Please also don’t hesitate to join the 

class after it has started. We welcome all of you and are happy to see you for a little or a lot.  

Join Zoom Meeting:     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6955001454  

We look forward to seeing and hearing from you, Carolyn, Len, & Sergio 
 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,6955001454# US (Germantown) 
+13126266799,,6955001454# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbQID8qxu8 

 
 

Altar Flowers  - Many Sundays available 

If you would like to order altar flowers in honor of or in memory of 
someone, our florist does a marvelous job.  The flowers will adorn the altar 
on your chosen Sunday.  Please email the office if interested.  Thanks! 
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Cheshire Community Food Pantry 

The food pantry is encouraging monetary donations as well as food 

donations.  You may donate directly through their website or mail a check 

to them. 

https://www.cheshirefoodpantry.org/  

Wish List: Boxed potatoes, applesauce cups, fruit cups, beef broth, and 

juice 

 If you purchase items to donate, you may drop them off at any time at 

the pantry.  It is a contactless drop-off. 

The Food Pantry address: 175 Sandbank Road in Cheshire. 

 
 

Pledges Accepted Here and Online :) 

 You are now able to pledge on our website!  This is a very safe and 
efficient way to continue giving your gift to God.  If you prefer to mail 
them in, please feel free!  The mailbox is checked regularly (205 
Academy Road, Cheshire 06410).   
 
 

 
 
 

Cheshire United Methodist Church 

office@cheshireumc.com 

Pastor Ken Kieffer (203) 699-6322 

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-4626 
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