
From Our Pastor 
 

My beloved church family, 

     I was so obsessed and absorbed with the results of the make-or-
break Yankee game on Sunday that I was a little lax in staying current 
with the other NY teams that had their games televised at the same time 
- namely the Giants and Jets.   

     I had recorded both local football games but didn't get a chance to 
actually view them until I had finished watching the all-important, do-or-die Yankee game.  Only 
after the Yanks were officially dead and buried by Boston, did I even foray into the day's football 
scores.   

     By then, however, it was too late.  Telling texts from well-intended friends and family had 
already asserted that both the NY Jets and Giants, whose games I had recorded, had rather 
unexpectedly won their respective gridiron games.    But here's where it gets interesting (at least 
to me.) 

     Because I knew that both of my favorite football teams had won (surprise, surprise!), I enjoyed 
watching their recordings so much more than I ordinarily would have.  No longer did I sweat 
every single setback, or go loco every time the locals made an egregious error, or sit and stew 
every time they were assessed with some ridiculous penalty.   

     Since the outcomes were already known to me, and extremely favorable, I could just relax and 
savor every play of every quarter of the game.  I was in a no-lose situation.   Amen?   

     Here's my point:  Why do I not similarly savor every moment of every day of my life when I 
already know full well the extremely favorable outcome?   After all, I have been richly and 
ridiculously blessed by God, and fully forgiven for my egregious errors, and assured of eternal 
salvation by the body and blood of my personal Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ!          

     Amen?  

 

Blessing of the Animals—this Saturday at 10 a.m. 

Pastor Ken will bless all animals big and small that show up on the church 
front lawn this Saturday, October 9th at 10 a. m.   Weather-permitting, hope 
to see all you animal lovers there!  Bring your cat, dog, guinea pig, 
hedgehog, lizard, snake, elephant, tiger,  . . . 

 

Children’s Sunday School and Nursery 

After a year and a half break, we are thrilled to be able to offer in-person Sunday 
School and nursery for our children.  Starting this Sunday and continuing every 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of the month.  Nursery—Green Room with Carla Reagan and Derek 
LaRusso, PreK-6th—Room B with Sue Trumbo and Kaitlin Heuser 
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Coming soon to our sanctuary . . . 

Laity Sunday 

10 a.m. this Sunday 

Sermon: “Dad and the 

Greatest Generation” 

Blessing of the Animals 

Tomorrow, Sat. the 9th 

10 a.m. here on 

The front lawn of 

Cheshire UMC 

Lights of Hope  

Luminary Kits to light up 

Cheshire UMC 

Orders due Sunday 

See page 2. 

Church Council  Meets 

This Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.  

Virtual AND in-person  

See page 3 for a  Zoom 

invite. 
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Lights of Hope Luminary Kits For Sale 

Last day to submit donation for luminaries is this Sunday, October 
10th.  Luminaries will be displayed on the front lawn of the CUMC on Sat, 
November 13th. 

Each luminary kit contains supplies for 10 luminaries and costs $12. 

Give your order to Jean or Jennifer Roeder at church on Sunday.  If writing a check, please make it out 
to CUMC and make a note that it is for Lights of Hope. 

Looking ahead:  Volunteers will be needed the afternoon of Lights of Hope.  We will meet from 2:00-
4:00 pm to assemble, display, and light the luminaries. 

 

Candy Care Packages for Our College-aged Kids! 

Our tradition of sending Halloween candy to our college students returns this 
semester!  We will be sending boxes of sweet treats to our kids at (or in) college at the 
end of October, just as our way of reminding them that we are still thinking of them.  All 
we need is your donation of candy and other non-perishable sweets .  There is a box in 
the narthex marked CAMPUS CANDY for you to use.  Deadline is Oct. 22nd.  The 
boxes will be filled, addressed and sealed - then all we need are a few people to take 
one to the post office for mailing. 

Thank you all for helping us continue this ministry. ~ Ginny Ludwig 
 

Coats for Kids! 

Cheshire UMC is partnering with the Cheshire Food Pantry to make sure that 
the kids that use their services have winter coats before it gets cold.  We are 
sponsoring 9 teenagers.  If you would like to buy a new coat for one of these 
kids OR donate any amount to the cause (If you are not a shopper, but would 
like to sponsor a child, donations will be accepted & someone will do the 
shopping), please contact Jennifer with your interest.  Details will be provided, 
including gender of the child, size, style and color preferences.  Each coat will 
to need be submitted with a gift receipt (in case it doesn't fit) and the child's ID 
number. 

Coats need to be dropped off at CUMC by Thursday, October 14th. 
 

Explorers Group Online—9:00 a.m. Sundaya  

We hope and pray you are doing well.  

We are happy to announce that we are hosting a hybrid Explorers Meeting this 
Sunday, October 10 at 9:00 AM. You are invited to attend in person in Classroom 6 
or via zoom as per the link above. We thank the Trustees and in fact all CUMC in 
supporting our efforts to reach as many as wish to participate with Explorers. If 
attending in person, Please bring your favorite Bible or get one from Classroom A. 

We continue our exploration of the Letter to the Romans as we follow Paul’s 
teachings from the end of Acts.  
                                                            This week: Romans 7-8 

Please Note: There is no preparation required for an Explorer’s session. Please join us for a little or a 
lot and do not hesitate to join after the scheduled start time.  

You may want to have your Bibles handy. You may wish to read Romans 7-8.  
We look forward to seeing you and hearing from you. 

Peace and love to you all, 
Len & Sergio 

Join our Zoom Meeting     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81537897281  

Meeting ID: 815 3789 7281 
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Make a Joyful Noise—Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

Choir rehearsals have begun again on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m .  We look 
forward to gathering as the group in Cheshire UMC that loves to sing as our 
contribution to the worship service.  Of course, all former choir members 
are welcome, but we also extend the invitation to those who just want to 
“make a joyful noise”.  See you Wednesday! 
 
 

Want to Celebrate a Special Date? . . . Say it With Flowers! 

Altar flowers offer a beautiful way to remember or honor someone special in 
your life.  If there’s a date you’d like to reserve on the calendar, email the 
office and let Tracy know.  We order through Plumb Farms and a church 
member picks them up.  It couldn’t be easier and it adds so much to the 
sanctuary.      

 

Church Council Update 

Church Council’s next meeting will be Tuesday, October 12th, at 7:30 p.m. via 
Zoom.  Click here for the agenda with Zoom link. 

All are welcome at Council meetings.  

The minutes from the September meeting are here.   
 

 

Upper Room Devotionals Available-For September/October 2021 

The September/October 2021 Upper Room Daily Devotional has arrived and is 

available to any and all.  Both size booklets are in the vestibule for easy pick-up.  

They are also on a table in the narthex.   Enjoy. 

 

 

 

Something New 

This is a dedicated time for anyone to meet in a casual coffee/tea time 
atmosphere together for fellowship and fun conversation that is held the 4th 
Tuesday of the month.   We look forward to gathering again. 

Chris Driscoll, Ginny Ludwig and Marge Jordan, coordinators 

 
 

Shopping Online? Support Cheshire UMC, too! 

Support our church while you shop Amazon! Simply shop at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0770198 and AmazonSmile donates to Cheshire 

UMC. You’ll find the exact same shopping experience as Amazon.com, 

with the added bonus that Amazon donates a portion of the purchase 

price to Cheshire UMC. Our direct link is here.  

 

Cheshire United Methodist Church 

office@cheshireumc.com 

Pastor Ken Kieffer (203) 699-6322 

205 Academy Road, Cheshire, CT 06410 

(203) 272-4626 
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