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  FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 26, 2023                                                                                                                      10:00 A. M. 
Jesus built us a bridge with 2 boards and 3 nails. 

 

HYMN SING                                                                                                                              Mara Weed 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                         The Pastor 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)                                                              
L: If God is for us, who can be against us? 
P:      Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? 
L: Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 
P:      Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril or   
          sword?  
L: No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loves us. 
P:      Because there is nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of  
         God in Christ Jesus! 
 

OPENING HYMN #2088 (TFWS)                                     “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”                                                                       
 

LENTEN PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
    God of all the saints, God of all the sinners, hear our prayer. 
    We aspire to be saint-like - holy, good, patient, loving.  But we end up feeling 
more like sinners – disobedient, selfish, mean.  Perhaps You see us simply as human 
- beloved but flawed, trying but failing. 
    In all of this, forgive all the wrong that we have done, and bless any good we may 
have accomplished.  Keep on loving us, and helping us, and molding us more and 
more into the image of Christ, in whose name we pray.   
   Hear now our own silent prayer of confession.  
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

CONGREGATION’S SUNG RESPONSE                                                                 “You Are Worthy” 
     Worthy, You are worthy, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, you are worthy… 
     Worthy, You are worthy, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, I worship Thee… 

    Worthy, You are worthy, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, we are worthy… 
      Worthy, You are worthy, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, I worship Thee… 

                Worthy, You are worthy, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, I am worthy… 
                Worthy, You are worthy, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, I worship Thee…  
 

GOSPEL LESSON (p. 98 NT)                                                                    John 11:1-7,17-45 

   Gloria Patri #71 



CONVERSATION WITH THE CHILDREN & THE LORD’S PRAYER                 “Jesus Loves Me” 
(ushers collect green prayer cards while children go to Sunday School)  

 

CHILDREN’S HYMN #273                                               “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands” 
 

EPISTLE LESSON (p. 148 NT)                                                                                     Romans 8:31-39                                
           This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God.  
 

SERMON                                          “LOVE STINKS!”               
 

CHANCEL CHOIR             “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”         by Gilbert M. Martin      
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

OFFERTORY 

 Doxology #95, Prayer of Dedication and Altar Call 
 

CLOSING HYMN #374                                          “Standing on the Promises” 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

 

HELPING US OUT TODAY 

Usher:  Joe Driscoll Powerpoint Creator:  Deb Glenn-Long 
Greeter:  Carolyn Kelly Powerpoint Engineer:  Deb Glenn-Long 
Nursery:  Shannon Weed, Derek LaRusso Livestream Tech:  Joe Ondriezek 
Sunday School:  Phelan Sullivan, Gerry Connelly Counters:  Renee Poet, Carl Strand 
Lector:  Mark Eckert Fellowship Hour:  Dorie Prentice 
Prayer Cards:  Jeff Clark Member Outreach:  Carolyn Kelly 

 

 

Announcements 
 

The rose on the altar celebrates the birth of Jordyn Banegas on March 20.  Proud grandparents 
are Joe and Chris Driscoll. 
 

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by Doreen and Brian Prentice in honor of Dot’s 
85th birthday tomorrow. 
 

Lenten Supper Study series continues tonight at 5 p.m. 
 

Something New meets Tuesday at 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Upcoming Holy Week Services 
Palm Sunday, April 2, 10 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 6, 7 p.m. Tenebrae service 
Good Friday, April 7, 7 p.m. @ First UMC, Meriden 

Easter Sunday, April 9, 10 a.m. 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

 

Welcome! 
This is a Welcoming, Reconciling congregation.  We embrace diversity and affirm the dignity and 
worth of every person because we are all created by a loving God.  We seek to live Christ’s call for 
compassion, justice, healing and wholeness.  Therefore, we welcome into our faith community 
persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, mental 
and physical ability, economic and social position, gender identity and expression, level of 
education and family structure.  We believe we can all love alike, even if we don’t think alike.  We 
invite all to share in the life, leadership, lay and ordained ministry, worship and sacraments, the 
covenant of committed love in holy matrimony, fellowship, blessings and joys of our congregation 
as we seek to grow together in faith and love. 

 

Who We Are . . . 
We are a church family that welcomes everyone through our doors no matter the political 
affiliation, no matter which forms of Christian thought you hold, no matter what - you are welcome 
here because we are all members of the family of God.   

Like other families, we may not always agree on everything, but we are called to love one another 
enough to forgive one another, respect our differences, and work and minister together as we 
spread and live out the Gospel message of God’s love offered to this world in the form of Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord and Savior.   

To this end, we aspire to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). 


