
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Cheshire United Methodist Church 
205 Academy Road      Cheshire, Connecticut 

The Reverend Kenneth J. Kieffer, Pastor Mara Weed, Music Director 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 4, 2022                                                                                                                10:00 A. M. 

                             “All of the flowers of tomorrow are in the seeds of today.” – Chinese Proverb 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                                   Mara Weed 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                         The Pastor 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)                                                              
L: Advent is a call to repentance in preparation for Jesus’ ministry of salvation. 
P:     Many of us are baptized Christians.  But there is still a need for change in 
        our lives! 
L: Jesus comes to baptize us with the Holy Spirit; and that calls for a lifestyle which gives 
    evidence of repentance.   
P:     We commit ourselves to new life in Christ, assured that he will enable us 
         with the Holy Spirit to live that life. 

 

OPENING HYMN #196                                                 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                                                       
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (see insert)                                             Joe Bogacki 
 

CONVERSATION WITH THE CHILDREN & THE LORD’S PRAYER                 “Jesus Loves Me” 
(ushers collect green prayer cards while children go to Sunday School)  

 

CHILDREN’S HYMN #618 (v.1)                                           “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 

GOSPEL LESSON (p. 2 NT)                                                                       Matthew 3:1-12                            
           This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God.  
 

SERMON                                   “VIPERS, PIPERS AND DIAPERS”               
 

CHANCEL CHOIR                                       “Carol for Advent”                        by Price & Besig      
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION #621 (Tune: Old 100th) “Be present at our table, Lord; 
 be here and everywhere adored; 
 Thy creatures bless, and grant that we 
 may feast in paradise with Thee.” 
 



A SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE #17-18 
                   

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

OFFERTORY 

 Doxology #94, Prayer of Dedication and Altar Call 
 

CLOSING HYMN #203                                       “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 

 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

 

HELPING US OUT TODAY 

Usher:  Sergio Deganis Powerpoint Creator:  Carl Strand 
Greeter:  Carolyn Kelly Powerpoint Engineer:  Mark Gilleylen 
Nursery: Shannon Weed, Derek LaRusso Livestream Tech:  Joe Ondriezek 
Sunday School:   Fellowship Hour:  Chris Driscoll 
Communion Assistants:  Renee Poet, Cynthia Phillips Prayer Cards:  Chris Driscoll 
Counters:  Renee Poet, Carl Strand Member Outreach:  Marge Jordan 
 
 

Announcements 
 

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by William Mariano in honor of his and 
Rosie’s second wedding anniversary. 
 

Thanks to everyone who brought in packages of rice and oatmeal for our celebration of 
Reverse Advent.    Next week’s items are packages of pasta and spaghetti sauce. 
 

Advent Study Series meets today and every Sunday in Advent from 5-6:30 p.m.  We are 
studying chapter 2 of “Prepare the Way For the Lord”, by Adam Hamilton. 
 

Our poinsettia sale ends today.  Please turn in the green order form to the office. 
 

Trustees meet Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
 

Booklettes and friends are meeting at the home of Mara Weed for their annual Christmas 
Gathering this Thursday at 6:30 pm.  Please bring an appetizer and Mara will provide 
dessert.  This is open to all women whether you are a regular book club attendee or not.  
The more, the merrier! 
 

Shelter Now is this Saturday.  We are all set with volunteers and food donations!  
 

We will be receiving New Members on December 18.  If you’re interested in joining our 
growing congregation, please let Ken know.  Thank you. 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
 

Welcome! 
This is a Welcoming, Reconciling congregation.  We embrace diversity and affirm the dignity and 
worth of every person because we are all created by a loving God.  We seek to live Christ’s call for 
compassion, justice, healing and wholeness.  Therefore, we welcome into our faith community 
persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, mental 
and physical ability, economic and social position, gender identity and expression, level of 
education and family structure.  We believe we can all love alike, even if we don’t think alike.  We 
invite all to share in the life, leadership, lay and ordained ministry, worship and sacraments, the 
covenant of committed love in holy matrimony, fellowship, blessings and joys of our congregation 
as we seek to grow together in faith and love. 

 
 

Who We Are . . . 
We are a church family that welcomes everyone through our doors no matter the political 
affiliation, no matter which forms of Christian thought you hold, no matter what - you are welcome 
here because we are all members of the family of God.   

Like other families, we may not always agree on everything, but we are called to love one another 
enough to forgive one another, respect our differences, and work and minister together as we 
spread and live out the Gospel message of God’s love offered to this world in the form of Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord and Savior.   

To this end, we aspire to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). 


